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ADVERTISEMENT. 



QTHE Idler having omitted to diJHngnijb the EJays 
ef bis Correjpondents any particular Jignatnre% 
thinks it neeejary to inform kit Readers, that from 
the ninth, the fifteenth, thirty-third, forty-fecond, 
Jfo-fourtb, Jixty-feventb, /tventy-Jixtb, Jeventy-nintb, 
eigbty-fecond, ninety -third, nmetj-Jixth, snd ninety- 
eighth Papers he elaims too other fraife than that of 
having given them to the Pnblick. 
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*< Duplex libelli dot eft, quod rifum movct, 
Et quod pradenti Titam confilio monct." 

Phaidhus. 
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IDLER. 



Numb. x. SaIORday, April ij, 1758* 

Pacut fub amir* 
LmJsMUi. Horn 

THOSE Who attempt periodical tfflays feeiri 
to be often flopped in the beginning, by the 
difficulty of finding a proper title. Two . 
writers, fince the time of the Spefiator, have aflumed 
his name, without any pretentions to lawful inherit- 
ance ; an effort was once made to revive the Tatlert 
and the ftrange appellations, by which other papers 
have been called, fhow that the authors were diftreff- 
td, like the natives of America^ who tome to*the 
Europeans to beg a name* 

It will be eafily believed of the /tffer, that if his 
title had required any fearch* he ncvt#W(Wld have 
found it* Every mode of life ha* its Convehiencies. 
The Idler, who habituates himfclf to be fatisfied with 
what he can moft eafily obtain, not only cfcapes la- 
Voh'-Vm. B 
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bours which are often fruitlefs, but fometimes. foe- 
cceds better than thofc who defpife all that is within 
their reach, and think every thing more valujj>le as 
it is harder to be acquired. 

If fimilitude of manners be a motive to kindnefs, 
the Idler may flatter himfelf with univerfal patron- 
age. There is no fingle character uader which %ch 
numbers are comprifed. Every man is, or hopes to 
be, an Idler. Even thofc who feem to differ moft 
from us are haftening to increafe our fraternity ; as 
peace is the end of war, fo to be idle is the ultimate 
purpofe of the bufy. 

There is perhaps no appellation by which a writer 
can better denote his kindred to the human fpecies. 
It has been found hard to defcribe man by an ade- 
quate definition. Some philofophers have called 
him a reafonable animal, but others have confidereJ 
teafon as a quality of which many creatures partake. 
He has been termed likewifc a laughing animal u 
£>ut it is kid that fome men have never laughed. 
Perhaps man may be more properly diftinguilhed 
as an idle animal ; for there is no man who is not 
(bmetimes idle. It is at lead a definition from 
which none that fhall find it in this paper can be 
excepted ; for who can be more idle than the reader 
of Abe Idler? 

That the definition may be complete, idlenefs 
jnuft be not only the general, but the peculiar cha- 
ra&eriftick of man ; and perhaps man U the only 
being that can properly be called idle, that does by 
others what he might do himfelf, or faaificcs duty 
«r pleafure to the love of cafe. 

Search 



THfi IDLE ft. 5 

Scarcely any name can be imagined from which, 
Jefs envy or competition is to be dreaded. The Idler 
lias mo rivals or enemies* The man of bufinefs for- 
gets nim the man of enterprize defpifes him ; and 
chough fuch as tread the fame track of life, fatycom- 
ttionly into jealouly and difcord, Idlers are always 
/(Bind to aflbciate fn peace; and he who is moft 
famed for doing nothing, is glad to meet another ag 
idle as himfelf. 

What is to be expe&ed from ,this paper, wkether 
ic will be uniform or various, learned or familiar, 
ferious or gay, political or moral, continued or in- 
terrupted, it is hoped that no reader will enquire* 
That the Idler has fome fcheme, cannot be doubted $ 
for to form fchemes is the Idler's privilege. But 
though he has many proje£ks in his head, he is now 
grown fparing of communication, having obferved, 
that his hearers are apt to remember what he forgets 
himfelf } that his tardinefs of execution expofes hint 
to the encroachments of thofe who catch a hint and 
fall to work j and that very fpecious plans, after long 
contrivance and pompous difplays, have fubOded in 
wearinefs without a trial, and without mifcarriag$ 
have been blafted by derifion. 

Something the Idler 9 % chara&er may be fuppofed 
to promife. Thofe that are curious after diminutive 
hiftory, who watch the revolutHns of families* and 
the rife and fall of charadters either male or female, 
will hope to be gratified by this paper $ for the Idler 
is always inquifitive, and feldom retentive. He that 
delights in obloquy and fatire, and wifhes to fee clouds 
gathering over any reputation that dazzles him with 
its bri^htnefs, will fnatch up the Idkr\ effa^s wtw 
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a beating heart. The Idler is naturally cenforious * 
thofc who attempt nothing themfelves, think every 
thing eafily performed! and confider the unfujccff- 
ful always as criminal. 

I tfcink it neceflary to give notice, that I make no 
contract, nor incur any obligation. If thofe who 
depend on the Idler for intelligence and cntcrtafci- 
ment, Ihould fuffer the difappointment which com- 
monly follows ill-placed expectations, they arc to 
lay the blame only on themfelves. 

Yet hope is not wholly to be call away. The 
Idler, though fluggilh, is yet alive! and may fome- 
times be ftimulated to vigour and a&ivity. He may 
defcend into profoundncfs, or tower into fublimityj 
for the diligence of an Idler is rapid and impetuous, 
its ponderous bodies forced into velocity move with 
violence proportionate to their weight. 

But thefe vehement exertions of intellect cannot 
be frequent, and he will therefore gladly receive help 
from any corrcfpondcnt, who (hall enable him to 
pleafe without his own labour. He excludes no 
ftylc, he prohibits no fubje&j only let him that 
writes to the Idler remember, that his letters muft 
not be long j no words are to be fquandered in de- 
clarations of eftecm, or confeflions of inability; 
confcious dulnefs ljp little right to be prolix, and 
praife is not fo welcome to the Idler as quicu 
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Numb. 2. Saturday, April 22, 1758* 

Toto *uix qmattr ann$ * 
Mem bran am. Hon. 

MANY pofitions arc often on the tongue, and 
feldom in the mind ; there are many truths 
which every human being acknowledges and forgets. 
It is generally known, that he who expe&s much will 
be often difappointed ; yet difappointment ioldom 
Cures us of expe&ation, or has any other effeft, than 
that of producing a moral fentence, or peevifli ex- 
clamation. He that embarks in the voyage of life, 
will always wifh to advance rather by the impulfe of 
the wind, than the ftrokes of the oar; and many 
founder in the paflage, while they lie waiting for the 
gale that is to waft them to their wifh. 

It will naturally be fufpe&ed that the Idler has 
lately fuffered fome difappointment, and that he does 
not talk thus gravely for nothing. No man is re- 
quired to betray his own fecrets. I will, however, 
confefs, that I have now been a writer almoft a week, 
and have not yet heard a fingle word of praife, nor 
received ^ ne hint from any correfpondent. 

Whence this negligence proceeds I am not able 
to difcover. Many of my predecefifors have thought 
themfelves obliged to return their acknowledgments 
in the fecond paper, for the kind reception of the 
firft; and in a lhort time, apologies have become 
neccflary to thofe ingenious gentlemen and ladies, 
whofc performances, though in the \v\|J\$& 
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elegant and learned, have been unavoidably de- 
layed. ♦ 

What then will be thought of me, who, hiring 
experienced no kindnefs, have no thanks to return ; 
whom no gentleman or lady has yet enabled to give 
any caufe of difcontent, and who have therefore no 
opportunity of (hewing how (kilfully I can pacify rl- 
fentment, extenuate negligence, or palliate rejection? 

I have long known that fplendor of reputation is 
aot to be counted among the ncceflaries of life, and 
therefore (hall not much repine if praife be withheld 
till it*is better defer ved. But furely I may be al- 
lowed to complain that, in a nation tif authors, not 
one has thought me worthy of notice after fo fair an 
invitation. 

At the time when the rage of writing has feized 
the old and young, when the cook warbles he* * 
lyricks in the kitchen, and the thrafiier vociferate* 
his heroicks in the barn ; when our traders deal ouC 
knowledge in bulky volumes, and our girls forfake 
their famplers to teach kingdoms wifdom ; it may: 
feetp very unneceflary to draw any more from theirf 
jroper occupations, by affording new opportunities 
of literary fame. ; 

I (hould be indeed unwilling to find that, for th^ 
fake of correfponding with the Idler ^ the fmith's irotf 
had cooled on the anvil, or the fpinfter's diftaf^. 
flood unemployed. I folicit only the contribution^ 
of thofe who have already devoted themfelves re* 
literature, or, without any determinate attention, 
wander at large through the expanfe of life, and 1 
wear <^t the day in hearing at one place, what they* 
utter M another. . 4* 
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Of thefe, a great part are already writers. One 
hat a friend in the country upon whom he exercife* 
hi* powers ; whofe paffions he raifes and deprefles ? 
whofe underftanding he perplexes with paradoxes, 
or ftrengthens by argument j whofe admiration htf 
courts, whpfe praifes he enjoy* ; and who fcrve* 
him inftead of a fenate or a theatre* as the young 
foldiers in the Roman camp learned the ufe of their* 
weapons by fencing againft a poft in the place of art 
enemy. 

Another has his pockets filled with effays and epi- 
grams, which he reads, from houfe to houfe, to fe- 
ted parties ; and which his acquaintances are daily 
entreating him to withhold no longer from the im- 
patience of the publick. 

If among thefe any one is perfuaded that, by fuch 
preludes of compofition, he has qualified himfelf to' 
appear in the open world, and is yet afraid of thofe 
cenfures which they who have already written, and' 
they who canhot write, are equally ready to fulmi- 
nate again ft publick pretenders to fame, he may, by 
tranfmitting his performances to the Idl*r> make a 
cheap experiment of his abilities, and enjoy^he 
pleafure of fuccefs, without the hazard of mifcar^ 
riage. 

.Many advantages not generally known arifc from, 
tfiis method of ftealing on the publick. The ftand-' 
ing author of the paper is always the objedt of criti- 
cal malignity. Whatever is mean will be imputed 
to him, and whatever is excellent be afcribed to his 
affiftants. It does not much alter the event, that 
the author and his correfpondents are equally un- 
kn^fn s for the author, whoever he be^ is tffe indi- 



« THE IDLER. N f a 

vidua), of whom every reader has fome fixed idea 
and whom he is therefore unwilling to gratify witl 
ipplaufe ; but the praifes given to his correfpond 
ents are fcattered in the air, none can tell on whon 
they will light, and therefore none are unwilling t< 
beftow them. 

He that is known to contribute to a periodica 
work, needs no other cautiqp than not to tell wha 
particular pieces are his own : fuch fecrecy is in 
deed very difficult but if it can be maintained, i 
is fcarcely to be imagined at how fmall an expenc 
he may grow conGderable. 

A perfbn of quality, by a (ingle paper, may en 
grofs the honour of a volume. Fame is indee< 
dealt with a hand lefs and lefs bounteous througl 
the fubordinate ranks, till it defcends to theprofeflfa 
author, who will find it very difficult to get mor 
than he deferves; but every man who does not wan 
it, or who needs not value it, may have liberal al 
lowanoes * and, for five letters in the year Tent to th 
IdUr, of which perhaps only two are printed, will b 
promoted to the firft rank of writers by thofe wh 
qregpreary of the prefent race of wits, and wifh to fin! 
^em into obfeurity before the luftre of a name nc 
yet known enough to be detefted. 
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Numb. 3. Saturday, April 29, 175& 

Otia *vit* ^ « 
Solamur cantu. Stat* 

TT ha* long been the complaint of thofe who fre- 
* quent the theatres, that all the dramatick art ha? 
keen long exhaufted, and that the viciffitudes of for- 
tune, and accidents of life, have been fhewn in every 
poflible combination, till the firft fcene informs us of 
the laft, and the play no fooner open$, than every 
auditor knows how it will conclude, When a con- 
Ipiracy informed in a tragedy, we guefs by whom it 
will he dete&edi when a letter is dropt in a co- 
medy, we can tell by whom it will be found. No- 
thing is now left for the poet but charafter and fen- 
timent, which are to make their way as ftey*can, 
without the foft anxiety of fufpence, or the enliven* 
*4g agitation of furprize. 

A new paper lies under the fame difadvantagps 
as a new play. There is danger left it be new.^ 
without novelty. My earlier predeceffors had their 
choice of vices arid follies, and feletted fuch as were 
irtfcft likely to raife merriment or attradl attention ; 
they had the whole field of life before them, "un- 
trodden and unfurveyed ; chara£ters of every kind 
Ihot up in their way, and thofe of the mod luxu-* 
riant growth, or mod confpicuous colours, were 
p^furally cropt by the firft fickle. They that fol- 
low are forced to peep into negledted corne^ to 
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note the cafual varieties of the fame fpecies, and t 
recommend themfelves by minute induftry, «nd dil 
tin&ions too fubtle for common eyes. 

Sometimes it may happen, that the hafte or negli 
gence of the firft inquirers, has left enough bchin 
to reward another (earch; fometimes new objed 
ftart up under the eye, and he that is looking for on 
kind of matter, is amply gratified by the etyfeover 
of another. But ftill it muft be allowed, that, t 
more is taken, lefs can remain, and every trut 
brought newly to light, impoverifhes the mini 
from which fucceeding intellects arc to dig the 
treafurcs. 

Many philofophers imagine that the elemeni 
themfelves may be in time exhaufted; that the fur 
by fhining long, will effufc all its light; and thai 
by the continual wafte of aqueous particles, the who! 
earth will at laft become a fandy defart. 

I ^ould not advife my readers to difturb their 
felves by contriving how they (hall live without ligl 
and water. For the days of univrrfal thirft and pa 
petual darknefs are at a great diftance. The ocei 
and the fun will laft our time, and we may leai 
pofterity 10 (hift for themfelves. 

But it" the ftorcs of nature arc limited, much mot 
narrow bounds muft be fet to the moJes of life ; a| 
maa^ir.J mjy want a moral or a;v.uf;ng pa^cr, rnal 
years be .ore they (hail be deprived of c:'.::k or dai 
light. Tr.i* want, *!iich to the Imfy and :He :nvci 
tire may fcc.n cn":ly rcniediabie o :ie iVoi~:u;e< 
Other, the *hoic race of UUn *:a fed wita all tr 
fca&bilinr that luch tcr r :J animals can fuller. 
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When I confider the innumerable multitudes that, 
having no motive of defire, or determination of will, 
lie freezing in perpetual ina&ivity, till fome external 
impulfe puts them in motion ; who awake in the 
morning, vacant of thought, with minds gaping for 
the intelle&ual food, which fome kind cffayilt hat 
been accuftomed to fupply ; I am moved by the 
commifcration with which all human beings ought 
to behold the diftreffes of each other, to try fome ex-* 
pedients for their relief, and to enquire by what me- 
thods the liftlefs may be a&uated, and the empty be 
rrpleniftied. 

There are faid to be pleafures in raiadnefs knowi* 
only to madmen. There are certainly rmferies in 
idlenefs, *hich the Idler only can conceive. Thefe 
miferies I have often felt and often bewailed. I 
know, by experience, how welcome is every avoca- 
tion that fummons the thoughts to a new image ; and 
bow much languor and lafiitude are relieved by that 
officioufnefs which offers a momentary amufement to 
bim who is unable to find it for himfelf. 

It is naturally indifferent to this race of men what 
entertainment they receive, fo they are but enter- 
tained. They catch, with equal eagernefs, at a mo- 
ral lcfture, or the memoirs of a robber ; a prediftion 
of 4 the appearance of a comet, or the calculation of 
the chances of a lottery. 

They might therefore eafily be pleafed, if they 
confulted only their own minds ; but thofe who will 
not take the trouble to think for themfelves, have al- 
ways fomebody that thinks for them ; and the diffi- 
culty in writing is to pleafe thofe from whom others 
Jegrn to be pleafed, 
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Much mifehief is done in the world with very little 
intereft or defign. He that affumes the chara&er d 
a cririck, and juftifiet his claim by perpetual cen- 
furc, imagines that he is hurting none but the au- 
thor, and him he confiders as a peftilent animal, 
whom every other being has a right to perfecute j lit- 
de does he think how many harmlefs men he involves 
in his own guilt, by teaching them to be noxious 
without malignity, and to repeat obje&ions which 
they do not undcrftartd ; or how many honeft minds 
he debars from plcafure, by exciting an artificial f*- 
ftidioufnefs, and making them too wife to concur 
with their own*/cnfatk>ns. He who is taught by a 
critick to diflike that which pleafed him in his na- 
tural (late, has the fame reafon to complain of his 
inftru&or, as the madman to rail at his do&or, who, 
when he thought himfelf matter of Peru, phyficked 
him to poverty. 

If men will ftruggle againft their own advantage, 
they are not to expeft that the Idler will take much 
pains upon them * he has himfelf to pleafe as well 
as them, and has long learned, or endeavoured to 
Irarn, not to make the pleafure of others too nccef* 
fary to his own. 
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Numb. 4. Saturday, May 6, 1758. 

IlauW yip P»*/u*#« ^ Hom« 

CHARITY, or tendcrncfs for the poor, which 
is now juftly confidered, by a great part of 
mankind, as infcparablc from piety, and in which 
almoft all the goodnefs of the prefent age conlifts, is, 
I think, known only to thofe whp enjoy, either im- 
mediately or by tranfmiflion, ?jhe l^ht of revela- 
tion. 

Thofe ancient nations who have given us the wifeft 
models of government, and the brighted examples of 
patriotifm, whofe inftitutions have been tranfcribed by 
all fuccceding,legiflators, and whofe hiftory is ftudied 
by every candidate for political or military reputa-* 
tion, have yet left behind them no mention of alms- 
houfes or hofpitals, of places where age might repofe, 
or ficknefs be relieved. 

The Roman emperors, indeed, gave large donatives 
to the citizens and foldiers* but thefe diftributions 
were always reckoned rather popular than virtuous : 
nothing more was intended than an oftentation of 
liberality, nor was any recompencq ejcpe&cd, but 
fuffrages and acclamations. 

Their beneficence was merely occafional ; he that 
ceafed to need the favour of the people, ceafed like- 
wife to court it 1 and therefore, no man thought ic 
either ncceflary or wife to make any ftanding provi- 
fion for the needy, to look forwards to the mux* 
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pofterity, or to fecure fucccffions of charity, for fuc- 
cefiions of diftrcis. 

Cgmp^npfi is by fome reafoners,* on whom the* 
name of philofophers has been too cafily conferred* 
refolved into an affc&ion merely fclfilh, an involun- 
tary perception of pain at the involuntary fight of a 
beiog like ourfelves languilhing in mifery. But this 
fenfation, if ever it be felt at all from the brute in- 
ftinft of uninftrudtcd nature, will only produce ef- 
fects defultory and tranfientj it will never fettle into 
a principle of action, or extend relief to calamities 
uqfeen, in generatfons not yet in being. 

The devodfri of ^ife or fortune to the fuccour of 
the poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity 
has never rifen by its own power. The charity of 
the Mabtwutdns is a precept which their teacher evi- 
dently tranfplanted from the do&rines of Chrifti- 
ftnity ; and the care with which fome of the oriental 
ft&s attend, as is faid, to the necelfities of the dif . 
eafed and indigent, may be added to the other argu~ 
snents, which prove Zontfter to have borrowed his 
inftitutions from the law of Mofes. 

The prefent age, though not likely to (Vine here- 
after among the moft fplendid periods of hiftory, has 
yet given examples of charity, which may be very 
properly recommended to imitation. The equal 
diftribution of wealth, which long commerce has 
produced, docs not enable any Angle hand to raife 
fdifices of piety like fortified cities, to appropriate 
manors to religious ufes, or deal out fuch Urge and 
kiting beneficence as was fcattered over the land io 
ancient times, by thofe who poflcfiVd counties or 
provinces. But AO fooncr is a new fpecics of mifery 



)P4. THE, IDLER. * s 

brought to view, and 4 defign of felieving it pro- 
feffed, than every hand is open to contribute fome- 
thiritg, every tongue is bufied in folieiration, and 
every art of pleafure is employed for a time in the 
iotereft of virtue. 

The mod apparent and preffing miferies incident 
to man, have now their peculiar hpufes of reception 
and relief, and there are few among us railed how- 
ever little above the danger of poverty, who may not 
juftly claim, what is implored by the Mahometans in 
their rood ardent benedictions^ the prayej^of the 
poor. • 

Among thofe a&ions which die mipd can mofl fe- 
curely review with unabated pleafure, is that of 
having contributed to an hpfpital for the fick. Of 
fome kinds of charity the coniequences are dubious j 
fame evils which beneficence has been bufy to re- 
medy, are not certainly known to be very grievous 
to the fufferer, or detrimental to the community 
tut no man can queftipn whether wounds 3ixl Tick- 
nefc are not really painful ; whether it be not wor- 
thy of a good man's caeff to reftore thofe to eafe ajid 
ufefulncfs, from whofe labour infants and women 
cxpeft their bread, and who, by a cafual hurt, or 
lingering difcafc, lie pining in want and a&guifb, 
burtheaiome to others, and weary of themfelves. 

Yet w the hofpitals of theprefent time fubftfltonly 
by gifts beftowed at pteifurc, without a^ylblid fu^4 
of /upport, (here is danger lei): the b|a?e of cjharity, 
which WW burns with ip mych heat and fplendor, 
fliould die away for want of 1 ailing fuel s left fa* 
lhion 0iould fuddenly withdraw her fmile, and in- 
conftancy transfer thepublick attention to fomttYvVcv^ 
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which may appear more eligible, becaufe it will be 
new. 

Whatever is left in the hands of chance muft be 
fubjed to viciflitude ; and when any eftablifhment is 
found to be ufeful, it ought to be the next care to 
make it permanent. 

But man is a tranfitory being, and his defigns muft 
partake of the imperfedions of their author. To 
confer duration is not always in our power. We 
muft fnatch the prefent moment, and employ it well, 
withoi^too much folicitude for the future, and con* 
tent ourfelves with* refleding that our part is per- 
formed. He (that waits for an opportunity to do 
much at once, may breathe out his life in idle wifhes, 
and regret, in the laft hour, his ufelefs intentions, 
and barren zeal. 

The moft aftrvc promoters of the prefent fchemes 
of charity cannot be cleared from fome inftances of 
mifconduft, which may awaken contempt or cenfure, 
and haften that negledt which is likely to come too 
foon of itfelf. The open competitions between dif- 
ferent hofpitals, and the aifttaofity with which their 
patrons oppofe one another, may prejudice weak 
minds againft them all. For it will noc be eafily 
believed, that any man can, for good reafons, wilh 
to exclude another from doing good. The fpirit of 
charity can only be continued by a reconciliation of 
fhefe ridfculous feuds ; and therefore, in (lead of con- 
tentions who (hall be the only benefa&ors to the 
needy, let there be no other ftmggle than who (ball 
be the firft. 
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NfrMB. 5. Saturday, Afoy 13, 1758. 

* A*l mairilu* ixaauy* A K A C • 

OUR military operations arc at laft begun ; our 
troops are marching in all the pomp of war, 
and a camp is marked out on the Tfle of Wight ; the 
heart of every Englifliman now fwells with confi- 
dence, though fomewhat fofrened by .generous com* 
paflion for the confternation and diftreffcs of our $ne- 
mies. 

This formidable armament and fplendid march 
produce different effe&s upon different minds, ac- 
cording to the boundlefs diverfities of temper, occu- 
pation, and habits of thought. 

Many a tender maiden confidcrs her lover as al- 
ready loft, becaufe he cannot reach the camp but by 
eroding the fea; men of a more political under- 
ftanding, are perfuadec^that we fhall now fee, in a 
few days, the ambafTadors of France fupplicatingfor 
pity. Some are hoping for a bloody battle, becaufe 
a bloody battle makes a vendible narrative ; fome 
aire compofing fongs of vjttory; fome planning 
arches of triumph ; and fflfne are mixing fireworks 
for the celebration of a peace. . ^ * 

Of all extenfive and complicated objedts different 
parts are fele&ed by different eyes ; and minds are 
varioufly affedted, as they vary their attention. The 
care of the publick is now fixed upon our foldiers* 

^Vov.'VWt C 
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who are leaving their native country to wander, 
none can tell how long, in the pathlcfs defarts of the 
JJU of Wight. The tender figh for their fufferings, 
and the gay drink to their fuccefs. I, who look, or 
believe myfelf to look, with more philofophick eyes 
on human affairs, mud confefs, that I faw the troops 
march with little emotion ; my thoughts were fixed 
upon other fcenes, and the tear ftole into my eyes, 
not for thofe who were going away, but for thofe 
^bo were left behind. 

We have no reafon to doubt but our troops will 
proceed with proper caution ; there are men among 
them who can cake care of thcmfelvcs. But how 
fhall the ladies endure without them ? By what arts 
tj.t,\ they, who have long had no joy but from the ci- 
v it sof a foldier, now amufe their hours, and fo- 
- : r reparation ? 

( ;v t.ioufand men, now deftined to different 
i. .. . .,.>, n wc allow each to have been occalionally 
i*. . i: . only to four women, 4 (hort computation 
. .1 w.Di m us, that two hundred choufand ladies are 
r r :o languifh in diftrefs ; etwo' hundred thoufand 
ia vo> who mult run to fales and auctions without 
<*n attendant* fit at the play, without a critick to 
threat their opinion ; buy their faffs by their own 
judgment ; difpofc (hells by their own invention * 
walk in the mall without!! gallant ; go to the gar* 
dens wichbut^a protector j and fhuffie cards with vain 
impatience, for want of a fourth to complete the 
party. 

. Of tbefe ladies, fome, I hope, have lap-dogs, and 
(bme monkicss but they are unfatisfactory compa- 
- • jjians* 
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nions. Many ufcful offices are performed by men 
of fcaj}et, to which neither dog nor monkey hag 
adequate abilities. A parrot, indeed, is as fine as a 
colonel, and if he has been much ufed to good 
companyj is not wholly without converfation ; but 
t parrot, after all, is 4 poor little creature, and ha$ 
neither, fword nor fhoulder-knot, can neither dance 
nor play at cards. 

Since the foldiers mud: obey the call of their cjyty, 
and go to that fide of the kingdom which face$ 
Frsjue> I know aot why the ladies, who cannot live 
without them, fhould not follow them. The pre* 
judices ^nd pride of man have long prefumed the 
(word and fpindle made for different hands, and de- 
nied the other (ex .to partake the grandeur of mili- 
tary glory. This notion may be confidently enough 
received in fraM*, where the falick law excludes fe- 
pules from the throne ; but we, who allow them to 
be loyereigns, may furely fuppofe them capable to 
be foldiers. 

It were to be wiihed that fome man, whofe expe- 
rience and authority might enforce regard, would 
propofe that our encampments for the prefent year 
(hould comprife an equal number of men and wo- 
men, who (houlcl march and fight in mingled bodies. 
If proper colonels were once appointed, and the 
drums ordered to beat fo^female volunteers, our 
regiments would foon be filled without the reproach 
or cruelty of an imprefs. 

Of thefe heroines, fome might ferve on foot, un- 
der the denomination of the Female Buffs, and fome 
on horfeback, with the title of Lady Huffars. 

C 2 
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What obieftions can be made to this fcheme I 
have endeavoured maturely to confider ; aqfl can- 
not find that a modern foldier has any duties, except 
that of obedience, which a lady cannot perform. If 
the hair has loft Us powder, a lady has a puff ; if a 
coat be fpotted, a lady has a brufh. Strength is of 
lefs importance fince fire-arms have been ufedj 
blows of the hand are now feldom exchanged ; and 
what is there to be done in the charge or the retreat 
beyond the powers of a fprightly maiden ? 

Our mafculine fquadrons will not fuppofe them- 
felves difgraced by their auxiliaries, till they have 
done fomething which women could not have done. 
The troops of Braddcck never faw their enemies, and 
perhaps were defeated by women. If our American 
general had headed an army of girls, he might ftill 
have built a fort and taken it. Had Minorca been 
defended by a female garrifon, it might have been 
furrendered, as it was, without a breach; and I 
cannot but think, that feven thoufand women might 
have ventured to look at Rccbfor/, fack a village, 10b 
g vineyard, and retgrn in faflrty. 



4 
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Numb. 6. Saturday, May 2o i 17584 



HE lady who had undertaken to ride on one 



has completed her journey in little more than two- 
thirds of the time ftipulated, and *as condu&ed 
through the laft mile with triumphal honours. Ac- 
clamation fhouted before her, and all the flowers of 
the fpring were fcattered in her way* 

r Every heart ought to rejoice when true merit is 
diftinguifhed with publick notice. I am far from 
wifhing either to the amazon or her horfe any dimi- 
nution of happinefs or fame, and cannot but lament 
that they were not more amply and fuitably rewarded. 

There was once a time when wreaths of bays or 
01k were conGdered as recompences equal to the 
moft wearifome labours and terrifick dangers, and 
when the miferies of long marches and ftormy feas 
were at once driven from the remembrance by the 
fragrance of a garland. 

If this heroine had been born in ancient times, (he 
might perhaps have been delighted with the fimpli- 
city of ancient gratitude ; or if any thing was want- 
ing to full farisfa&ion, fhe might have fupplied the 
deficiency with the hope of deification, and antici- 
pated the altars that would be raifcd, and the vows 
that would be made, by future candidates for equef- 
trian glory, to the patronefs of the race and the god- 
defsof theftabk. 



T«ftfM» m^Btq ynouk yvnf. 
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thoufand miles in a thoufand hours* 
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But face referved her for a more enlightened age, 
which has difcovered leaves and flowers to be tran- 
fitory things i which confiders profit as the end of 
honour ; and rates the event of every undertaking 
only by the money that is gained or loft. In thefe 
days, to ftrew the road with dailies and lilies, is to 
mock merit and delude hope. The toyman will not 
give his jewels, nor the mercer meafure out his filks, 
for vegetable coin. A primrofe, though picked up 
under the feet of the moft renowned courfer, will 
neither be received as a ftake at cards, nor procure 
a feat at an opera, nor buy candles foe a rout, nor 
lace for a livery. And though there are many vir- 
tuofos, whofe fole ambition is to poflefs fomethiag 
which can be found in no other hand, yet fome are 
more accuftomed to (lore their cabinets by theft than 
purchafe, and none of them would either Ileal or 
buy one of the flowers of gratulation till he know* 
that all the reft are totally deftroyed* 

Little therefore did it avail this wonderful lady to 
be received, however joyfully, with fuch obfolete 
and barren ceremonies of praife. Had the way been 
covered with guineas, though but for the tenth part 
of the lad mile, ihe would have confidered her (kill 
and diligence as not wholly loft * and might have 
rejoiced in the fpeed and pcrfeverance which had left 
her fuch fuperfluity of time, that flie could at leifure 
gather her reward without the danger of Ai*Lv:t*% 
mifcarriage. 

So much ground could not, indeed, have been 
paved witk gold but at a Urge expence, and we are 
nt engaged in war, which demands and cru 
res frugality. But common rultt are made onlv 

foe 
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for common life, and fome deviation from general 
policy may be allowed in favour of a lady that rode 
a thoufand miles in a thoufand hours. 

Since the fpirit of antiquity fo much prevail* 
amongft us, that even on this great occafion we have 
given flowers infteadof money, let us at leaft com- 
plete our imitation of the ancients, and endeavour to 
cranfmit to pofterity the memory of that virtue, which 
we confider as fuperior to pecuniary recdmpeace* 
Let an equeftrian ftatu£ of this heroine be £re£ted* 
near the ftarting-poft on the heath of Newmarket* 
to fill kindred fouls with emulation, and tell the 
grand-daughters of our grand-daughters what an 
Exglijb maiden has once performed* 

As events, however illuftrious, are foort obfciired 
if they are intruded to tradition, I think it neceffary, 
chat the pedeftal fhould be inferibed with a concife 
account of this great performance. The compofn 
tion of this narrative ought not to be* committed 
ra&ly to improper hands. If the rhetoricians of 
Newmarket, who may be fuppofed likely to conceive 
in its full ftrength the dignity of the fubjeft, (hould * 
undertake to exprefs it, there is danger left they ad* 
mit fome phrafes which, though well undefftood at 
prefent, may be ambiguous in another century. If 
pofterity fhould read on a publick monument, that 
the lady carried her horje a thoufand miles in a thoufand 
hours, they may think that the ftatue and infeription 
arc at variance, becaufe one will reprcfent the horfc 
as carrying his lady, and the other tell that the lady 
carried her horfe. 

Some doubts likewife may be raifed by fpeculatifts, 
and fome controverts be agitated amon* hv&outtw^ 

C 4 cot\ ewev- 
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concerning the motive as well as the manner of the 
action. As it will be known, that this wonder was 
performed in a time of war, fome will fuppofe that 
the lady was frighted by invaders, and fled to pre- 
ferve her life or#J^er chaltity : others will conjecture* 
that ihe was thus honoured for fome intelligence 
carried of the enemy's defigns : fome will think that 
ihe brought news of a vi&ory ; others, that lhe was 
commiffioned to tell of a confpiracy ; and fome will 
congratulate themfelves on their acuter penetration, 
and find, that all thefe notions of patriotism and 
publick fpirit are improbable and chimerical ; they 
will confidently tell, that fhe only ran away from her 
guardians, and that the true caufes of her fpeed were 
fear and love. 

Ljet it therefore be carefully mentioned, that by 
this performance, Jbe won her wager ; and, left this 
fhouMj by any change of manners, feem an inade- 
quate or incredible incitement, let it be added, that 
at this time the original motives of human a&oni 
had loft their influence ; that the love of praife was 
cxtinft ; the fear of infamy was become ridiculous i 
and the only wifti of an Englijbman was, to wiw bit 
wager. 
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Numb* 7. Saturday, May 27, 1758. 

ONE of the principal amufemcnts of the Idler 
is to read the works of thofe minute hiftorians 
the writers of news, who, though contemptuoufly 
overlooked by the compofers of bulky volumes, arc 
yet neceffary in a nation where much wealth pro- 
duces much leifure, and one part of the people has 
nothing to do but to obferve the lives and fortunes 
of the other. 

To us, who are regaled every morning and even- 
ing with intelligence, and are fupplied from* day to 
day witfi materials for converfation, it is difficult to 
conceive how man can fubfift without a news-paper, 
or to what entertainment companies can affefhble, 
in thofe wide regions of the earth that have neither 
Chronicles nor Magazines, neither Gazettes nor Ad- 
verti/ers, neither Journals nor Even{ng-Pofts. 

There are never great numbers in any nation, 
whofe reafon or invention can find employment for 
their tongues, who can raife a pleafing difcourfe 
from their own flock of fentiments and images ; and 
thofe few who have qualified themfelves by fpecu- 
lation for general difquifitions, are foon left without 
an audience. The common talk of men muft relate 
to fads in which the talkers have, or think they have, 
an intereft ; and where fuch fafts cannot be known, 
the pleafures of fociety will be merely fenfual. This 
the natives of the Mahometan empires, who approach 
mod nearly toEur&pian civility, have no higjcttt 
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fore at their convivial aflemblies than to hear a piper, 
or gaze upon a tumbler, and no company can keep 
together longer than they are diverted by founds or 
Ihows. 

All foreigners *onark, that the knowledge of the 
common people of England is greater than that of 
any other vulgar. This fuperiority we undoubtedly 
owe to the rivulets of intelligence, which are con- 
tinually trickling among us, which every one may 
catch, and of which every one partakes. 

This univcrfal diffufion of inftxu&ion is, perhaps, 
not wholly without its inconveniences ; it certainly 
fills the nation with fuperficial dil^utants j enables 
thofc to talk who were born to work ; and affords 
information fufficicnt to elate vanity, and (tiffen ob~ 
ftinacy, but too little to enlarge the mind into com* 
plete (kill for full comprehenfion. 

Whatever is found to gratify the publick, will be 
multiplied by the emulation of venders beyond ne* 
ceflity or ufe. This plenty indeed produces cheap* 
nefs, but cheapnefi always ends in negligence and 
depravation. 

The compilation of news-papers is often commit- 
ted to narrow and mercenary minds, not qualified 
for the talk of delighting or inftrulting ; who art 
content to fill their paper, with whatever matter* 
without induftry to gather, or difcernment to feled. 

Thus journals arc daily multiplied without in create 
of knowledge. The talc of the morning paper is 
told again in the evening, and the narratives of the 
efening are bought again in the morning. Theft 
repetitions, indeed, wafte time, but they do not 
fhorten it. The moft eager perufer of news is tired 
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before he has completed his labour, and many a man 
who enters the coffce-houfe in his night-gown and 
Dippers, is called away to his (hop, or his dinner, 
before he has well confidered the (late of Europe. 

It is difcovered by Reaumur, th^t fpiders might 
make (ilk, if they could be peiiuaded to live in 
peace together. The writers of news, if they could 
be confederated, might give more pleafure to the 
publick. The morning and evening authors might 
divide an event between them ; a (ingle a&ion, and 
that not of much importance, might be gradually 
difcovered, fo as to vary a whole week with joy, 
anxiety, and conjure. 

We know that a French (hip of war was lately 
taken by a (hip of England ; but this fcvent was fuf- 
fcrcd to mirft upon us all at once, and then what we 
knew already was echoed from day to day, and from 
week to week. 

Let us fuppofe thefe fpiders of literature to fpia 
together, and enquire to what an extenive web fuch 
pother event might be regularly drawn, and how 
fix morning and fix evening writers might agree to 
retail their articles. 

On Monday Morning the Captain of a (hip might 
thrive, who left the Frifeur of France, and the Bull- 
dog, Captain Grim, in fight of one another, fo that 
an engagement feemed unavoidable. 

Monday Evening. A found of cannon was heard 
off Cape Fhtiftrrre, fuppofed to be thofc of the Bull- 
dog and Frifeur. 

Tutfday Morning. It was this morning reported, 
that the Bulldog engaged the Frifeur, yard-arm and 
yard-arm, three glafles and a half, but Wfc obYx^tti 
- - facet 
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ihecr off for wane of powder. It is hoped that en- 
quiry will be made into this affair in a proper place. 

T uefday Evening. The account of the engagement 
between the Bulldog and Frifeur was premature. 

IVedneJday AUrniug. Another exprefs is arrired, 
which brings news/ that the Frifeur had loft all her 
malls, and three hundred of her men, in the late en- 
gagement ; and that Captain Grim is come into har- 
bour much fluttered. 

IVedneJday Evening. We hear that the brave Cap- 
tz\n Grim> having expended his powder, propofcd to 
enter the Frifeur iword in hand ; but that his lieu- 
tenant, the nepftfrw of a certain •obleman > remon- 
(hated again ft it. 

Tburfday Morning. We wait impatiently for a full 
account of the late engagement between me Bulldog 
and Frifeur. 

tturfday Evening. It is faid that the order of the 
Bath will be fent to Captain Grim. 

Friday Aiming. A certain Lord of the Admi- 
ralty has been heard to fay of a certain Captain, that 
if he had done his duty, a certain French fliip might 
have been taken. It was not thus that merit was 
rewarded in the days of Cromwell. 

Friday Evening. There is certain information at 
the Admiralty, that the Frifeur is taken, after a re* 
fiftance of about two hours. 

Saturday Morning. A letter from one of the gun- 
ners of the Bulldog mentions the taking of the Fri~ 
Jeur % and attributes their fticcefs wholly to the bravery 
and refolution of Captain Grim, who never owed any 
of his advancement to borough-jobbers, or any other 
corrupters of the people. 

SaUrioj 
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Saturday Evening. Captain Grim arrived at the 
Admiralty,' with an account that he engaged the Fri- 
feur, a (hip of equal force with his own, off Cape Fi- 
nijterre, and took her after an obftinate refiftance, 
having killed one hundred and fifty of , the Fren(b> 
with the lofs of ninety-five of his own men. 



Numb. 8, Saturday, June 3, 1758* 
ffith I D L E^. / 

SIR, 

IN time of publick danger, it is ever^ man's 
duty to withdraw his thoughts in fome meafure 
from his private intereft, and employ part of his 
time for the general welfare. Jtfational conduft 
ought to be the refult of national wiidom, a plan 
formed by mature confideration and diligent felec- 
tion out of all the fchemes which may be offered, 
and all the information which can be procured. 

In a battle, every man (hould fight as if he was 
the fingle champion; in preparations for war, every 
man (hould think, as if the lad event depended on 
his counfel. None can tell what difcoveries are 
within his reach, or how much he may contribute to 
the pyblick faf^ty. 

Full of thefe confiderations, I have carefully re- 
viewed the procefs of the war, and find, what every 
other man has found, that we have hitherto added 
pothing tp our military reputation t that at ot& ivrcvt 
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we have been beaten by enemies whom we did not 
fee ; and at another, have avoided the light of ene- 
mies left we fhould be beaten. 

Whether our troops are defe&ive in difcipline or 
in courage, is not very ufeful to inquire j they evi- 
dently want fomething neceffary to fucceis ; and he 
that (hall fupply that want will deferve well of his 
country. 

T 7 learn of an enemy has always been accounted 
politick and honourable, and therefore 1 hope it will 
raif%po prejudices again ft my project, to confeft that 
I borrowed it fropi a Frenchman. 

"When the HlSU Rhodes was, m§ny centuries ago, 
in the hands of that military oraer now called the 
Knights of Malta y it was ravaged by a dragon, who 
inhabidfil a den under a rock, from which lie iffued 
forth when he was hungry or wanton, and without 
fear or mercy devoured men and beafts as they came 
in his way. Mapy councils were held, and many 
devices offered, fof his deftru&ion ; but as his back 
was armed with impenetrable fcales, none would 
venture to attack him. At laft Dudon, a French 
knight, undertook the deliverance of the ifland. 
From fome place of fecurity he took a view of the 
dragon, or, as a modern foldier would fay, recon* 
WHtred him, and obferved that his belly was naked 
and vulnerable. He then returned home to take 
his arrangements \ and, by a very exa& imitation of 
nature, made a dragon of pafteboard, in the belly 
of which he put beef and mutton, and accuftomcd 
two fturdy maftiffs to feed themfelves, by tearing 
their way to the concealed flefli. When his dogs 
were well pradiied ,iu this method of plunder, he 
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marched out with them s|t his heels, and (hewed them - 
the dragon 1 they rufhed upon him in queft of their 
dinner ; Dudon battered his fcuil, while they lace* 
rated his belly * and neither his (ting nor claws were 
able to defend him. 

Something like this might be pra&ifed in our pre* 
fcnt ftate. Let a fortification be raifed on Salijbury- 
Plain, refembling Breft, or Toulon, or Paris itfelf, 
with all the ufual preparations for defence : let the 
inclofure be filled with beef and ale : let the foldiers, 
from fome proper eminence, fee fhirts waving upon 
lines, and here and there a plump landlady hurif |p£ 
about with pots in her hands. When they are (tit* 
ficiently animated to advance, lead them in exaflf 
order, with fife and drum, to that fide whence the 
wind blows, till they come within the fcent^f roaft 
meat and tobacco. Contrive that they may approach 
I the place fading about an hour after dfcner-tinae, 
! afore them that there is no danger, and command 
an attack. ;*r 

If nobody within either moves or fpeaks, it is not 
unlikely that they may carry the place by ftorm; 
but if a panick fliould feize them, it will be proper 
10 defer the enterprize to a more hungry hour. 
When they have entered, let them fill their bellies 
and return to the camp. 

On the qext day let the fame place be (hewn 
them again, but with fome additions of ftrength or 
terror. I cannot pretend to inform bur generals 
through what gradations of dange*they lhall train 
their men to fortitude. They beft know what the 
foldiers and what themfelves can bear. It will be 
proper th*t the war fl*9uW every day vary its ap. 
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pearance. Sometimes, as they mount the rampart, 
a cook may throw fat upon the fire, to accuftom 
them to a fudden blaze ; and fometimes, by the 
clatter of empty pots, they may be inured to formi- 
dable noifes. But let it never be forgotten, that 
▼iftory mud repofe with a full belly. 

In time it will be proper to bring our French pri- 
foners from the coaft, and place them upon the walls 
in martial order. At their firft appearance their 
hands mud be tied, but they may be allowed to 
gri% In a month they may guard the place with 
their hands loofed, provided that on pain of death 
tlfey be forbidden .to ftrike. 

By this method oifr army will foon be brought to 
look an enemy in the face. But it has been lately 
obfervft, that fear is received by the ear is well as 
the eyes, and the Indian war-cry is reprefented as 
too dreadftil to be endured ; as a found that will 
force the braved veteran to drop his weapon, and 
defert his rank ; ttat will deafen his ear, and chill 
his breaft ; that will neither fuffer him to hear orders 
or to feel (hame, or retain any fenfibility but the 
dread of death. 

That the favage clamours of naked barbarians 
(hould thus terrify troops difciplined to war, and 
ranged in, array with arms in their hands, is furely 
ftrange. But this is no time to reafon. I am of 
opinion, that, by a proper mixture of affes, bulls, 
turkeys, geefe, and tragedians, a noife might be pro- 
cured equally torrid with the wayry. When our 
men have been encouraged by frequent victories, 
nothing will remain but to qualify them for extreme 
(iMgcr; by a fudden concert of tcrrifick vocifcra- 
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boo* When they have endured this laft trial, let 
tbcm be led to a&ion, as men who are no longer to 
be frightened; as men who can bear at once the 
grimaces of the Gauls, and the howl of the Ameri- 
cas. 



Numb* 9. Saturday, June 10, 1758. 
To the I D L E R. 

S I R> 

I HAVE read you ; that is a favour few authors 
can boaft of having received from tnt befides 
yourfelf. My intention in telling you of it is to in- 
form you, that you have both pleafed and angered 
me. Never did writer appear fo delightful to me as 
joo did when you adopted the yme of the Idler. 
Bat what a falling-off was there when your firft pro- 
do&ion was brought to light ! A natural irrefiftible 
attachment to that favourable palBon, idling, had led 
me to hope for indulgence from the Idler, but I find 
him a ftranger to the title. 

What rules has he propofed totally to unbrace the 
llackened nerve ; to (hade the heavy eye of inatten- 
tion; to give the fmooth feature and the uncon- 
trolled mufcle ; or procure infenfibility to the whole 
animal compofition ? 

Thefe were fome of the placid bleflings I promifed 
myfelf the enjoyment of, when I committed violence 
upon myfelf, by muftering up all my ftreogth to fct 
Vol. VIII. D taro. 
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about reading you ; but I am difappointed in them' 
all, and the ftroke of eleven in the morning is ftitt * 
terrible to me as before, and I find putting on my 
clothes ftill as painful and laborious. Oh that oar 
climate would permit that original nakednefs which 
the thrice happy Indians to this day enjoy! Hon 
many unfolicitous hours fliould I bade away, warmed 
in bed by the fun's glorious beams, could I, like 
them, tumble from thence in a moment, when necef- 
fity obliges me to endure the torment of getting upon 
my legs. 

But wherefore do I talk to you upon fubje&s oi 
this delicate nature ; you who feem ignorant of the 
inexpreflible charms of the elbow-chair, attended 
with a foft (tool for the elevation of the feet ! Thus, 
vacant of thought, do I indulge the live-long 
day. 

You may define happinefs as you pi cafe ; I em- 
brace that opinion which makes it con lift in the ab- 
fenceof pain. To refic&ispain; to ftir is paiaj 
therefore I never reflect or ftir but when I cannot 
help it. Perhaps you will call my fchemeof life in- 
dolence, and therefore think the Idler excufed from 
taking any notice of me : but I have always looked 
upon indolence and idlenefs as the fame ; and fo de- 
fire you will now and then, while you profefs your* 
felf of our fraternity, take fome notice of me, and 
others in my fituation, who think they have a right 
to your afiiftance or rclinquifh the name. 

You may publifh, burn, or ddlroy this, juft as 
you are in the humour ; it is ten to one but I forgei 
that I wrote it, before it reaches you. I believe yot 
m*y find a mono for it in Horace, but I cannot reach 
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him without getting out of my chair; that is a fuffi- 
cicnt rcafon for my not affixing any. — And being 
obliged to fit upright to ring the bell for my fervant 
to convey this to the penny-poft, if I flip the oppor- 
tunity of his being now in the roqm, makes tr\% 
break off abruptly. 

This correfpondent, whoever he be, is not to be 
difmifled without fome tokens of regard. There is 
no mark more certain of a genuine Idler > than iinea- 
finefs without moleftation, and complaint without a 
grievance. 

Yet my gratitude to the contributor of half a pa- 
per (hall not wholly overpower my fincerity. I muft 
inform you, that, with all his pretentions, he that 
calls for dire&ions to be idle, is yet but in the rudi- 
ments of idlenefs, and has attained neither the prac- 
tice nor theory of wafting life. The true nature of 
idlchcfs he will know in time, by continuing to be 
idle. Virgil tells us of an impetuous and rapid be- 
ing, that acquires ftrength by motion. The Idler ac- 
quires weight by lying ilill. 

The vis inertiA> the quality of refitting all exter- 
nal impulfe, is hourly increafing; the reftlefs and 
troublefome faculties of attention and diftin&ion, 
reflection on the paft, and folic itude for the future, 
by a long indulgence of idlenefs, will, like tapers in 
unelaftic air, be gradually ext inguiflied ; and the 
officious lover, the vigilant foldier, the bufy trader, 
may, by a judicious compofure of his mind, fink into 
a ftate approaching to that of brute matter; in 
which he Ihall retain the confeioufnefe of wiw 

D 2 
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exiftence, only by an obcufc languor, and drowfy dif* 
concent. 

This is the lowed ftage to which the faTourices of 
idlenefs can defcend ; thefe regions of undelighted 
quiet can be entered by few. Of thofe that are pre- 
paring to fink down into their (hade, fume are roufed 
into a&ion by avarice or ambition, fome arc awaken- 
ed by the voice of fame, fome allured by the fmile of 
beauty, and many withheld by the importunities of 
want. Of all the enemies of idlenefs, want is the 
mod formidable. Fame is foon found to be a found* 
and love a dream ; avarice and ambition may be 
juftly fufpe&ed of privy confederacies with idlenefs; 
for when they have for a while protefted their vota- 
ries, they often deliver them up to end their lives 
under her dominion. Want always ftrugglcs againft 
idlenefs, but want herfclf is often overcome j and 
every hour fhews the careful obferver, thofe who had 
rather live in eafe than in plenty. 

So wide is the reign of idlenefs, and fo powerful 
her influence. But flic does not immediately confer 
all her gifts. My correfpondent, who feems, with 
all his errors, worthy of advice, mud be told, that he 
is calling too haflily for the lad effufion of total in- 
fcnfibility. Whatever he may have been taught by 
unlkilful Idlers to believe, labour is neceflary in his 
initiation to idlenefs. He that never labours may 
know the pains of idlenefs, but not the pleafure. 
The comfort is, that if he devotes himfelf to infenfi- 
bility, he will daily lengthen the intervals of idlenefs, 
nnd fliortcn thofe of labour, till at laft he will lie 
down to reft, and no longer difturb the world or 
himfelf by bulllc or competition. 
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Thus I have endeavoured to give him that in- 
formation which, perhaps, after all, he did not 
want j for a true Idler often calls for that which he 
]^oows is never to be had, and afks queftions which 
fee does not defire ever to be anfwered. 



Numb. 10. Saturday, June jy, 1758. 

CREDULITY, or confidence of opinion too 
great for the evidence from which opinion is 
dcijved, we find to be a general weaknefs imputed 
by every fedt and party to all others, and indeed by 
every man to every other man, 

Of all kinds of credulity, the mod obftinatc and 
wonderful is that of political zealots ; of men, who 
being numbered, they know not how or why, in 
any of the parties that divide a ftate, refign the ufc j 
of their own eyes and ears, and refolve to believe 
nothing that does i>ot favour thofe whom they pro- 
fefs to follow. 

The bigot of philofophy is feduced by authorities 
which 1 he has not always opportunities to examine, 
is intangled in fyftems by which truth and falfehood 
are inextricably complicated, or undertakes to talk 
on fubje&s which nature did not form him able to 
comprehend. 

The Cartefian, who denies that his horfe feels the 
fpur, or that the hare is afraid when the hounds ap- 
proach her ; the difciple of Malbrancbe, who main- 
pins that the man was not hurt by the bullet, which, 

D j accovdva^ 
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according to vulgar apprehenfion, fwcpt away 
legs s the follower of Berkeley, who, while he 
writing at his table, declares that he has neii 
table, paper, nor fingers ; have all the honour at I 
of being deceived by fallacies not eafily dete£ 
and may plead that they did not forfakc truth, 
for appearances which they were not able to dil 
guifh from it. 

Bat the man who engages in a party has fcldoi 
do with any thing remote or abftrufe. The pre 
ftate of things is before his eyes i and, if he cai 
be fatisfied without retrofpe&ion, yet he fcldorr 
tends his views beyond the hiftorical events of 
laft century. All the knowledge that he can y 
is within his attainment, and moft of the argum 
which he can hear are within his capacity. 

Yet fo it is that an Idler meets every hour of 
life with men who have different opinions i 
every thing paft, prefent, and future ; who den] 
moft notorious fads, contradict the moft co 
truths, and perfift in aflerting to-day what the; 
ferted yefterday, in defiance of evidence, and 
tempt of confutation. 

Two of my companions, who are grown ol 
idlenefs, are Tempeft and Jack Sneaker. Bo 
them confider themfelves as negle&ed by their 
ties, and therefore intitled to credit, for why fh 
they favour ingratitude ? They are both men ol 
tegrity, where no fa&ious intercft is to be promt 
and both lovers of truth, when they are not h< 
with political debate. 

Tom Temfejl is a Heady friend to the hou 
Stuart. He can recount the prodigies that hav 
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n the flcy, and the calamities that have af- 
le nation every year from the revolution, 
" opinion-, that if the exjled family had con- 
> reign, there would have neither been worms 
lips nor caterpillars on our trees. He won- 
: the nation was not awakened by the hard 
i revocation of the true king, and is hourly 
lat the whole ifland will be loft in the fea. 
:ves that king William burned Whitehall that 
t fteal the furniture, and that Tillotfqn died 
t. Of queen Anne he fpeaks with more ten- 
owns that (he meant well, and can tell by 
id why fhe was poifoned. In the fucceeding 
1 has been corruption, malice, and defign. 
eves that nothing ill has ever happened 
forty years by chance or error ; he holds 
battle of Dettingen was won by miftake, and 
7 ontenoy loft by contradt ; that the ViBory was 
a private order ; that Cornhill was fired by 
s from the council ; and the arch of Weft- 
ridge was fo contrived as to fink on purpofc 
nation might be put to charge. He con- 
z new road to IJlington as an encroachment 
y, and often afferts that broad wheels will be 
of England. 

\ generally vehement and noify, but nevcr- 
as fome fecrets which he always communis 
a whifper. Many and many a time has Tom 
in a corner, that our miferies were almoft 
1, and that we fhould fee, in a month, an- 
march on the throne ; the time elapfes with- 
:volution; Tom meets me again with new 
D 4 intel- 
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intelligence, the whole fcheme is now fettled, and we 
(hall fee great events in another month. 

Jack Sneaker is a hearty adherent to the prefent 
eftablifhment ; he has known thofe who faw the bed 
into which the pretender was conveyed in a warming- 
pan. He often rejoices that the nation was not en- 
flaved by the Irijh. Fie believes that king llllliam 
never loft a battle, and that if he had lived one year 
longer he would have conquered France. He holds 
that Charles the firft was a papift. I le allows there 
were fome good men in the reign of queen Anne* but 
the peace of Utrecht brought a blaft upon the nation, 
and has been the caufc of all the evil that we have 
fuffcred to the prefent hour. He believes that the 
fcheme of the South Sea was well intended, but that 
itmifcarried by the influence of France. He con- 
fiders a (landing army as the bulwark of liberty, 
thinks us fecured from corruption by feptennial par- 
liaments, relates how we are enriched and (length- 
ened by the electoral dominions, and declares that 
the publick debt is a blefling to the nation. 

Yet amidll all this profperity, poor Jack is hourly 
difturbed by the dre^d of popery. He wonders that 
fome drifter laws are not made again ft papifts, and 
is fometimes afraid that they are bufy with French 
gold among the bifhops and judges. 

He cannot believe that the nonjurors are fo quiet 
for nothing, they muft certainly be forming fome 
plot for the eftablifhment of popery ; he does not 
think the prefent oaths fufficiently binding, and 
wifhes that fome better fecurity could be found for 
the fyeceflion of Hanover. He is zealous for the 

natural;- 
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naturalization of foreign proteftants, and rejoiced ac 
the admiflion of the Jews to the Englijb privileges, 
becaufe he thought a Jew would never be a papift. 



Numb. ii. Saturday, June 24, 1758. 

IT is commonly obferved, that when two Englijb* 
men meet, their firft talk is of the weather they 
are in hafte to tell each other, what each mull already 
know, that it is hot or cold, bright or cloudy, windy* 
or calm. 

There are, among the numerous lovers of fubtiU 
ties and paradoxes, fome who derive the civil indica- 
tions of every country from its climate, who impute 
freedom and flavery to the temperature of the air, 
can fix the meridian of vice and virtue, and tell at 
what degree of latitude we are to expeft courage or 
timidity, knowledge or ignorance. 

From thefe dreams of idle fpeculation, a flight fur- 
yey of life, and a little knowledge of hiftory, is fuffi- 
cient to awaken any enquirer, whofe ambition of 
diftin&ion has not overpowered his love of truth. 
Forms of government are feldom the refult of much 
deliberation ; they are framed by chance in popular 
aflemblics, or in conquered countries by defpotick 
authority. Laws are often occafional, ofttn capri- 
cious, made always by a few, and fometimcs by a 
fingle voice. Nations have changed their charac- 
ters 1 flavery is now no where more patiently en- 
dured, 
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dured, than in countries once inhabited by die zea- 
lots of liberty. 

But narional cuftoms can arife only from general 
agreement ; they are not impofed, but chofen, and 
are continued only by the continuance of their caufc. 
An Englijbmatfs notice of the weather, is the natural 
confequence of changeable (kies and uncertain fea- 
fons. In many parts of the world, wet weather and 
dry are regularly expetted at certain periods ; but in 
our iQand every man goes to deep, unable to gueft 
whether he (hall behold in the morning a bright or 
cloudy atmofphere, whether his reft (hall be lulled 
by a lhower, or broken by a tempeft. We there-* 
fore rejoice mutually at good weather, as at an efcapt 
from fomething that we feared, and mutually com* 
plain of bad, as of the lofs of fomething that we 
hoped. 

Such is the reafon of our pra&ice j and who (hall 
treat it with contempt ? Surely not the attendant on 
a court, whofe bufinefs is to watch the looks of a 
being weak and foolilh as himfelf, and whofe vanity 
is to recount the names of men, who might drop 
into nothing, and leave no vacuity ; nor the proprie- 
tor of funds, who ftops his acquaintance in the ftrect 
to tell him of the lofs of half*a-crown ; not the en* 
quirer after news, who fills his head with foreign 
events, and talks of (kirmi(hes and fieges, of which 
no confequence will ever reach his hearers or him- 
felf. TJfte weather is a nobler and more intcrefting 
fubjeft ; it it the prefent (late of the (kies and of the 
earth, on which plenty and famine are fufpended, on 
which millions depend for the neccflarics of life. 

The 
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The weather is frequently mentioned for another 
jeafon, lefs honourable to my dear countrymen. 
Our difpofitions too frequently change with the co- 
lour of the fky j and when we find ourfclves cheerful 
and good-natured* we naturally pay our acknow- 
ledgments to the powers of fun-fhine ; or if we fink 
iotodullnefs and peevilhnefs, look round the horizon, 
for an excufe, and charge our difcontent upon an 
cafterly wind or a cloudy day. 

Surely nothing is more reproachful to a being en- 
dowed with reafon, than to refign its powers to the 
influence of the air, and live in dependance on the 
weather and the wind, for the only bleffings which 
nature has put into our power, tranquillity and be- 
nevolence. To look up to the Iky for the nutriment 
of our bodies, is the condition of nature ; to call 
upon the fun for peace and gaiety, or deprecate the 
clouds left forrow fhould overwhelm us, is the 
cowardice of idlenefs, and the idolatry of folly. 

Yet even in this age of enquiry and knowledge, 
when fuperftition is driven away, and omens and 
prodigies have loft their terrors, we find this folly 
countenanced by frequent examples. Thofe that 
• laugh at the portentous glare of a comet, and hear 
a crow with equal tranquillity from the right or left, 
will yet talk of times and fituations proper for intel- 
lectual performances, will imagine the fancy exalted 
by vernal breezes, and the reafon invigorated by a 
bright calm. 

If men who have given up themfelves to fanciful 
credulity would confine their conceits in their own 
minds, they might regulate their lives by the baro- 
meter, with inconvenience only to themfelves but 
6 \& 
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to fill the world with accounts of intellects fubjedt to 
ebb and flow, of one genius that awakened in the 
fpring, and another that ripened in the autumn, of 
one mind expanded in the fummcr, and of another 
concentrated in the winter, is no lefs dangerous than 
to tell children of bugbears and goblins. Fear will 
find every houfe haunted, and idlcnefs will wait for 
ever for the moment of illumination. 

This diftinftion of fcafons is produced only by 
imagination operating on luxury. To temperance 
every day is bright, and every hour is propitious to 
diligence. He that (hall refolutely excite his facul- 
ties, or exert his virtues, will foon make himfelf fu- 
pcrior to the feafons, and may fet at defiance the 
morning mift, and the evening damp, the blafts of 
the eaft f and the clouds of the fouth. 

It was the boaft of the Stoick philofophy, to make 
man unfhaken by calamity, and undated by fuccefs, 
incorruptible by pleafure, and invulnerable by pain; 
thefe are heights of wifdom which none ever attained, 
and to which few can afpire ; but there are lower de- 
grees of conftancy neceflary to common virtue, and 
every man, however he may diftruft himfelf in the ex- 
tremes of good or evil, might at lead ftruggle again ft 
the tyranny of the climate, and refufe to enflavc his 
virtue or his reafon to the mod variable of all varia- 
tions, the changes of the weather. 
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Numb. 12. Saturday, July i, 175S. 

THAT every man is important in his own eyes, 
is a pofuion of which we all either voluntarily 
or unwarily at leaft once an hour confefs the truth ; 
and it will unavoidably follow, that every man be- 
lieves himfelf important to the publick. 

The right which this importance gives us to gene- 
ral notice and vifible diftin&ion, is one of thofe dis- 
putable privileges which we have riCt always courage 
to aflert ; and which we therefore fuffer to lie dor- 
mant till fome elation of mind, or viciffitude or 
fortune, incites us to declare our pretenfions and en- 
force our demands. And hopelefs as the claim or 
vulgar charafters may feem to the fupercilious and 
fcvere, there are few who do not at one time or other 
endeavour to ftep forward beyond their rank, who 
do not make fome ftruggles for fame, and (hew that 
they think all other conveniences and delights im- 
perfectly enjoyed without a name. 

To get a name, can happen but to few. A name, 
even in the mod commercial nation, is one of the 
few things which cannot be bought. It is the free 
gift of mankind, which muft be deferved before it 
will be granted, and is at laft unwillingly beftowed. 
But this unwillingnefs only encreafes defire in him 
who believes his merit fufficient to overcome it. 

There is a particular period of life, in which this 
fondnefs for a name feems principally to predominate 
in both faxes. Scarce any couple comes * 



46 THE IDLER* N # t a. 



but the nuptials are declared in the newspapers with 
encomiums on each party. Many an eye, ranging 
over the page with eager curiofity in queft of ftatef- 
men and heroes, is (lopped by a marriage celebrated 
between Mr. Buckram , an eminent falefman in 
Tbread-needle-Jlreet, and Mils Dolly Juniper, the only 
daughter of an eminent diftillcr, of the parifti of^/. 
Giles's in the Fields , a young lady adorned with 
every accomplifiiment that can give happinefs to the 
married ftate. Or we are told, amidft our impa- 
tience for the event of a battle, that on a certain 
day Mr. Winker ; a tide-waiter at Yarmouth > was mar- 
ried to Mrs. Cackle, a widow lady of great accom* 
plilhments, and that as foon as the ceremony was 
performed they fet out in a poft-chaifc for 7*r- 
moutb. 

Many are the enquiries which fuch intelligence 
muft undoubtedly raife, but nothing in this world is 
lading. When the reader has contemplated with 
envy, or with gladnefs, the felicity of Mr. Buckram 
and Mr. lVinker> and ranfacked his memory for the 
names of Juniper and Cackle y his attention is diverted 
to other thoughts, by finding that Mint* will not 
cover this feafon ; or that a fpaniel has been loft or 
ftolen, that anfwers to the name of Ranger. 

Whence it arifes that on the day of marriage all 
agree to call thus openly for honours, I am not able 
to difcover. Some, perhaps, think it kind, by a 
publick declaration, to put an end to the hopes of 
rivalry and the fears of jealoufy, to let parents know, 
that they may fet their daughters at liberty whom 
they have locked up for fear of the bridegroom, or 
to diUnHs to their counters and tta'u ofEce* the 
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amorous youths that had been ufed to hover round 
the dwelling of the bride. 

Thefe connubial praifes may have another caufe. 
It may be the intention of the hufband and wife to 
dignify themfelves in the eyes of each other, and, 
according to their different tempers or expe&a- 
tiqps, to win affe&ion, or enforce refpedt. 

It was faid of the family of Lucas, that it was nc- 
hie, for all the brothers were valiant , and all the fifters 
were virtuous. What would a ftranger fay of the 
Englijb nation, in which on the day of marriage all 
the men are eminent, and all the women beautiful, 
accompli/bed, and rich ? 

How long the wife will be perfuaded of the emi- 
nence of her hufband, or the hufband continue to 
believe that his wife has the qualities required to 
make marriage happy, may reafonably be queftion- 
ed. I am afraid that much time feldom paflfes before 
each is convinced that praifes are fallacious, and 
particularly thofe praifes which wc confer upon our- 
fclves. 

I (hould therefore think, that this cuftom might 
be omitted without any Iofs to the community, and 
that the fons and daughters of lanes and alleys might 
go hereafter to the next church, with no witneifes of 
their worth or happinefs but their parents and their 
friends ; but if they cannot be happy on the bridal 
day without fome gratification of their vanity, I hope 
they will be willing to encourage a friend of mine 
who propofes to devote his powers to their fervice. 

Mr. Settle, a man whofc eminence was once allowed 
by the eminent, and whofe accomplijbments were con- 
feflcd by the accmj>lijbed> in the latter pattot * 
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life fupported himfelf by an uncommon expedient. 
He had a (landing elegy and cpithalamium, of which 
only the firft and laft were leaves varied occafiontlly, 
and the intermediate pag?s were, by general terms, 
left applicable alike to every character. When any 
marriage became known, Settle ran to the bridegroom 
with his cpithalamium * and when he heard of any 
death, ran to the heir with his elegy. 

Who can think himfelf difgraced by a trade that 
Was pra&ifcd fo long by the rival of Dryden, by the 
poet whofe Empre/s of Morocco was played before 
princes by ladies of the court ? 

My friend purpoles to open an office in the Fleet 
for matrimonial panegyricks, and will accommodate 
all with praife who think their own powers of ex- 
preffionr inadequate to their merit. He will fell any 
man or woman the virtue or qualification which is 
mod falhionable of mod defired; but defires his 
cuftomers to remember, that he fets beauty at the 
higheft price, and riches at the next, and if he be well 
paid, throws in virtue for nothing. 
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NdMB. 13; Saturday, July 8, 1758. 

T$ the IDLE R. 

Diar Mr. Idler, 

THOUGH few menbf prudence art much in- 
clincd to interpofe in difputes between maA 
•fid wife, who commonly make peace at the expence 
of the arbitrator $ yet I will venture to lay before you 
a controverfy, by which the quiet of my houfe has 
been long difturbed, and which* unlefs you can de- 
cide it, is likely to produce lading evils, and embit- 
ter thole hours which nature feems to have appropri- 
ated to tendernefs and repofe. 

I married a wife with no great fortune, but of a 
family remarkable for domeftick prudence, and ele- 
gant frugality. I lived with her at eafe> if not with 
happinefs, and feldom had any reafbn of complaint. 
The houfe was always clean, the fervants were a&ive 
and regular, dinner was on the table every day at 
the fame minute, and the ladies of the neighbour- 
hood were frightened when I invited their hufbands, 
left their own economy (hould be lefs efteemed. 

During this gentle lapfe of life, my dear brought 
me three daughters. I wifhed for a fon to continue 
4bc family ; but my wife often tells me, that boys are 
dirty things, and are always troublefome in a houfe, 
and declares that (he has hated the fight of them ever 
finee (he faw lady Fondle' % eldeft fon ride over a car- 
pet with his hobby-horfe all mire. 

Vol. VJII. £ \ $A 
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I did not much attend to her opinion, but knew 
that girls could not be made boys ; and therefore 
compofed myfelf to bear what I could not remedy, 
and refolved to beftow that care on my daughters, 
to which only the Ions are commonly thought en- : 
titled. 

But my wife's notions of education differ widely ] 
from mine. She is an irreconcileablc enemy to idle- 
nefs, and confiders every (late of life as idlenefs, in 
which the hands are not employed, or fome art ac- 
quired, by which flic thinks money may be got er 
faved. 

In purfuance of this principle, flic calls up her 
daughters at a certain hour, and appoints them a talk 
of needle-work to be performed before breakfaft. 
They arc confined in a garret, which has its window 
in the roof, both becaufe work is beft done at a flcy- 
light, and becaufe children are apt to lole time by 
looking about them. 

They bring down their work to breakfaft, and as 
they defcrve arc commended or reproved ; they are 
then lent up with a new talk till dinner; if no com- 
pany is expected, their mother fits with them the 
whole afternoon, to direct their operations, and to 
draw patterns, and is fomctimcs denied to her neareft 
relations when (he is engaged in teaching them a new 
ft itch. 

By this continual exercile of their diligence, flit 
has obtained a very confiderablc number of lr.boriout 
performances. We have twice as many fire-flcrcens 
as chimneys, and three flourifhed quilts for every 
bed. Half the rooms are adorned with a kind of 
futile fiffurcs, which imitate tapeftry. But all their 
6 
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*ork is not fct out to (hew ; flic has boxes filled with 
knit garters and braided (hoes. She has twenty co- 
vers for fide-faddles embroidered with filver flowers, 
and has curtains wrought with gold in various 
figures, which fhc refolves fome time or other to 
hang up. All thefe lhe difplays to her company 
whenever (he is elate with merit, and eager for 
praife ; and amidft the praifes which her friends and 
herfelf beftow upon her merit, fhe never fails to 
turn to me, and afk what all thefe would cod, if I had 
been to buy them. 

I fometiines venture to tell her, that many of the 
ornaments are fuperfluous ; that what is done with 
fomuch labour might have been fupplied by a very 
eafy purchafe that the work is not always worth 
the materials j and that I know not why the children 
lhould be perfecuted with ufelefs tafks, or obliged to 
make flioes that are never worn. She anfwers with 
a look of contempt, that men never care how x money 
goes, and proceeds to tell of a dozen new chairs for 
which (he is contriving covers, and of a couch which 
(he intends to ftand as a monument of needle - 
work. 

In the mean time the girls grow up in total igno- 
rance of every thing paft, prefent, and future. Molly 
ifked me the * other day, whether Ireland was in 
^rance, and was ordered by her mother to mend her 
icm. Kitty knows not, at fixteen, the difference be* 
ween a proteftant and a papift, becaufe ftie has been 
mployed three years in filling the fide of a clofet 
vith a hanging that is to reprefent Cranmer in the 
lames. And Dolly, my eldeft girl, is now unable to 
cad a chapter in the bible, having fpeat a\\ *Yvturcvfc> 
E 2 VcaO\ 
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which other children pafs at fchoo), ifi working 
the interview betrtecrt Solomon and the queen of 
Sbcba. 

About a month ago, Tent and TVJbry-ftitch feemed 
at a ftand my wife knew not what new work to in- 
troduce ; I ventured to propofe that the girls (hoold 
now learn to read and write, and mentioned the ne- 
ceflity of a little arithmetick ; but, unhappily, my 
wife has difcovered that linen wears out, and has 
bought the girls three little wheels, that they may 
fpin hukkaback for the fervants table. I remon- 
ftrated, that with larger wheels they might difpatch 
in an hour what muft now coft them a day ; but Otd 
told me, with irrefiftiblc authority, that any bufinefs 
is better than idlenefs > that when theft wheels are 
fet upon a table, with mats under them, they will 
turn without noife, and keep the girls upright; that 
great wheels are not fit for gentlewomen j and that 
with thefe, fmall as they are, (he does not doubt but 
that the three girls, if they are kept clofc, will fpin 
every year as much cloth as would coft five pound* 
if one were to buy it* 
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Numb. 14. Saturday, July 15, 1758. 

WHEN Diogenes received a vifit in his tub 
from jfUxander the Great, and was alked, ac- 
cording to the ancient forms of royal cpurtefy, what 
petition he had to offer j I have nothings faid he, to 
ajk, but thai you would remove to the other fide, that 
you may not, by intercepting the Junjhine, take from me 
what you cannot give me. 

Such was the demand of Diogenes from the grcateft 
monarch of the earth, which thofe, who have lefs 
power than Alexander, may, with yet more propriety, 
?pply to themfelves. He that does much good, 
may be allowed to do fometimes a little harm, 
put if the opportunities of bencficcncp be denied 
\}j fortune, innQCCRce (hould ap leaft be vigilantly 
preferved. 

It is well known, that tinge once paft never re- 
turns, an4 that the moment which is loft, is loft for 
ever. Time therefore oqgt^t, above all other kind? 
pf property j to be free frqm invafion ; and yet there 
is no man who does not claim the power of wafting 
that time which is the right of others. 

This ufurpation is fo general, that a very fmall 
part of the year is fpent by choice; fcarcely any 
thing is done when it is intended, or obtained when 
ft is defired. Life is continually ravaged by in- 
Yifcrfi 9ne foals away an hour, and another a day; 
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one conceals the robbery by hurrying us into b 
nefs, another by lulling us with amufement ; 
depredation is continued through a thoufand vie 
tudes of tumult and tranquillity, till, having loft 
we can lofe no more. 

This wade of the lives of men has been * 
frequently charged upon the great, whofc follo\ 
linger from year to year in expectations, and di< 
lad with petitions in their hands. Thofe who r 
envy will cafily incur cenfure. I know not whei 
ftatefmen and patrons do not fuffer more rcproac 
than they defcrve, and may not rather themfe 
Complain that they are given up a prey to pret 
fions without merit, and to importunity witl 
lhame. 

The truth is, that the inconveniences of atte 
ance arc more lamented than felt. To the gre 
number folicitation is its own reward. To be : 
in good company, to talk of familiarities with i 
of power, to be able to tell the frefheft news, to j 
tify an inferior circle with prcdi&ions of encreaf 
decline of Favour, and to be regarded as a candn 
for high offices, are compenfations more t 
equivalent to the delay of favours, which | 
haps he chat begs them has hardly confidena 
expeft. 

A man confpicuous in a high ftation, who n 
tiplies hopes that he may multiply dependants, i 
be confidered as a beaft of prey, juftly dreaded, 
eafily avoided; his den is known, and they 1 
would not be devoured, need not approach 
The great danger of the waftc of time is f 
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caterpillars and moths, who are not refifted, be- 
caufc they are not feared, and who work on with 
unheeded mifchiefs, and invifitjle encroachments. 

He, whofe rank or merit procures him ihe notice 
of mankind, muft give up himfelf, in a great mea- 
fure, to the convenience or humour of thofe who 
fnrround him. Every man, who is Cck of himfelf, 
will fly to him for relief ; he that wants to fpeak will 
require him to hear ; and he that wants to hear will 
expeft him to fpeak. Hour paffes after hour, the 
noon fucceeds to morning, and the evening to noon, 
while a thoufand objefts are forced upon his atten- 
tion, which he rejedts as faft as they are offered, but 
which the cuftom of the world requires to be re- 
ceived with appearance of regard. 

If we will have the kindnefs of others, we muft 
endure their follies. He, who cannot perfuade 
himfelf to withdraw from fociety, muft be content 
to pay a tribute of his time to a multitude of ty- 
rants; to the loiterer, who makes appointments 
which he never keeps ; to the confulter, who aflvS 
advice which he never takes ; to the boafter, who 
blufters only to be praifed ; to the complainer, who 
whines only to be pitied ; to the projeftor, whofe 
happinefs is to entertain his friends with expec- 
tations which all but himfelf know to be vain ; 
to the economift, who tells of bargains and fet- 
tlements; to the politician, who predicts the fate 
of battles and breach of alliances; to the ufurer, 
vho compares the different funds ; and to the 
talker, who talks only becaufc he Ioycs to be 
piking, 

E 4 
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To put every ipan in pofieflion of his own turn 
and refcue the day from this fucceflion of ufurpen 
is beyond my power, and beyond my hope. Ye 
perhaps, fome (top might be put to this unmercifi 
perfecution, if all would ferioufly reflect, that who 
ever pays a vifit that is not defired, or talks longq 
than the hearer is willing to attend, is guilty of a 
injury which he cannot repair, and takes away 
which he cannoc give. 



Numb. 15* Saturday, July 22, 1758, 
f$ the IDLER. 

S I R, 

IH AVE the misfortune to he a man of buGnefa 
that, you will fay, is a mod grievous one : bi 
what makes it the more fo to me, is, chat my wtl 
his nothing to do : at lead flic had too good a 
education, and the profpeft of too* good a fortui 
in reverfion when I married her, to think of emploj 
ing herfelf either in my (hop affairs, or the managi 
ment of my family. 

Her time, you know, as well as my own, mull fc 
filled up fome way or other. For my part, I hai 
enough to mind, in weighing my goods out, an 
waiting on my cuftomers: but my wife, thoug 
(lie could be of as much ufe as a (hopman to me, : 
(he would put her hand to \t, is now only in m 
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vty. She walks all the morning fauntering about 
the (hop with her arms through her pocket-holes, 
or ftands gaping $t the door-fill, and looking at 
prcry perfon that pafles by. §he is continually alk- 
log me a thoufand frivolous cjueftioos ftbout every 
cuftomtr that comes in and goes out ; and all the 
phile that I am entering any thing in my day-book, 
(be is lolling oyer the counter, and (taring at it, a$ 
|f I was only fcribbling or drawing figures for her 
amufemcnt. Sometimes, indeed, (he will tak£ ^ 
PtedJe \ but as (he always wqrks at the door, or in 
the middle of the (hop, (he lyzs fo many' interrup- 
tions, that (he is longer hemming a towel, or darning 
a (locking, than I am in breaking forty loaves of 
fugar, and making it up into pounds. 

In the afternoon I am fure likewife to have her 
tympany, except (he is called upon by fome of her 
acquaintance : and then, as we let out all the 
Upper part of our houfe, and have only a little 
poom backwards for ourfelyes, they either keep 
fuch a chattering, or elfe are calling out every mo- 
ment to me, that I cannot mind my bufinefs for 
them. 

My wife, I am fure, might do all the little mat-, 
ten our family requires ; and I could wifti that (he 
trould employ hcrfclf in them ; but, inftead of that, 
We have a girl to do the work, and look after a 
)tttle boy about two years old, which I may fairly 
Iky is the mother's own child. The brat muft be 
Rumoured in every thing : he is therefore fuffered 
conftantly to play in the (hop, pull all the goods 
about, and clamber up the (helves to get at the 
ftfuflibs twd fugar. I dare not conc& Yvvrcv \ Vk.«* 
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caufe, if I did, I Ihould have wife and maid b< 
upon me at once. As to the latter, fne is as h 
and fluttifli as her miltrefsj and becaufc (he co: 
plains (he has too much work, we can fcarce j 
her to do tuiy thing at all : nay, what is wo 
than that, I am afraid fhe is hardly honeil ; a 
as (he is cntrufted to buy in all our pro v -.lions, t 
jade, I am fure, makes a market-penny out ot cv< 
article. 

But to return to my deary. — The evenings 
the only time, when it is fine weather, that I am 1 
to myfelf ; for then flic generally takes the child < 
to give it milk in the park. When lhe comes ho 
again, (lie is fo fatigued with walking, that fhe c: 
not ftir from her chair : and it is an hour, after (h 
is (hut, before I can get a bit of fuppcr, while i 
maid is taken up in undreffing and putting the ch 
to bed. 

But you will pity me much more, when I t 
you the manner in which we generally pafs our Si 
days. In the morning (he is commonly too ill 
drefs herfclf to go to church, (he therefore nei 
gets up till noon ; and, what is dill more vexatio 
keeps me in bed with her, when I ought to be t 
fily engaged in better employment. It is well jf \ 
can get her things on by dinner-time; and wh 
that is over, I am fure to be dragged out by 1 
either to Georgia, or Hornfey Wood, or the IVl 
Conduit Houfc. Yet even thefe near excurfions ; 

very fatiguing to her, that, befides what it cc 
I in tea and hot rolls, and fyllabubs, and cal 

r the boy, I am frequently forced to take a hac 

(-coach, or drive them out in a ooc-horlc-cha 
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At other times, as my wife is rather of the fatteft, 
and a very poor walker, befides bearing her whole 
weight upon my arm, I am obliged to qarry the child 
myfelf. 

Thus, Sir, does (he conftantly drawl out her time, 
without either profit or fatisfa&ion ; and, while I 
fee my neighbours wives helping in the (hop, and 
almoft earning as m*ch as their hulbands, I have 
the mortification to find, that mine is nothing but 
a dead weight upon me. In fhort, I do not know 
any greater misfortune can happen to a plain hard- 
Forking tradefman, as I am, than to be joined to 
fuch a woman, who is rather a clog than an help- 
mate to him. 

I am, SI R, 

Your humble fcrvant, 



Zachaay Treacle. 
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Numb. 16. Saturday, July 29, 1758. 

1PAID a vifit yefterday to my old friend AW 
Drugget, at his country-lodgings, ffed begat) 
trade with a very fmajl fortupe; he took a fmall 
Jioufc in an obfeure ftreet, and for fome years dealt 
only in remnants. Knowing that light gains make 4 
freavy f*rjf n he was content with moderate profit j 
Jiaving obferved or heard the effc&s of civility, he 
bowed down to the counter edge at the entrance and 
• departure of every cuftomcr, liftened without impa- 
tience to the objections of the ignorant, and refilled 
without refentment the offers of the penurious. His 
only recreation was to ftand at his own door and loofc 
into the ftreet. His dinner was fent him from a 
neighbouring alehoufe, and he opened and (hut the 
(hop at a certain hour with his own hands. 

His reputation foon extended from one end of the 
ftreet to the other, and Mr. Drugget's exemplary 
conduit was recommended by every matter to his 
apprentice, and by every father to his fon* Ned 
was not only confidered as a thriving trader, but as 
a man of elegance and politenefs, for he was re- 
markably neat in his drefs, and would wear his coat 
threadbare without fpotting it j his hat was always 
bruflicd, his (hoes glolTy, his wig nicely curled, and 
his (lockings without a wrinkle. With fuch quali- 
fications it was not very difficult for him to gain the 
heart of Mifs Comfit, the only daughter of Mr. Com* 
the cont'edioner, 

Ned 
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Ned is brie of thofc whofe happinefs marriage has 
tnereafed* His wife had the fame difpofition with 
himfelf, and his method of life as very little changed* 
except that he difmiffed the lodgers from the firft 
floor, and took the whole houfe into his own hands. 

He had already, by his parfimony, accumulated a 
confiderable fum; to which the fortune of his wife 
was nbw added. From this time he began to grafp 
tt greater acqtiifitions, and was always ready, with 
' money in his hand, to pick up the refufe of a fale^ 
or to buy the ftock of a trader who retired from 
bufinefs. He foon added his parlour to his (hop, 
tod was obliged, a few months afterwards, to hire a 
tarehouft. 

He had now a (hop fplebdidly and copioufly fuf- 
ftifhed with every thing that time had injured, tot 
fafhion had degraded; with fragments of ti flues, odd 
yards of brocade, vaft bales of faded (ilk, and innu«* 
merable boxes of antiquated ribbons. His (hop Wan 
foon celebrated through all quarters of the town, 
and frequented by every form of oftentatious po- 
verty. Every maid, whofe misfortune it was to be 
caller than her lady, matched her gown at Mr. Drug- 
grt's ; and many a maiden who had paffed a winter 
with her aunt in London, dazzled the rufticks, at her 
return, with cheap finery which Drugget had fup- 
plied. His ihop was often vifited in a morning bf 
ladies who left their coaches in the next ftreet, and * 
crept through the alley in linen gowns. Drugget 
knows the rank of his cuftomers by their balhful- 
nefs, and when he finds them unwilling to be feen, 
invites diem up fteirs, or retires with them to the 
back window. 

1 rejoiced 
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I rejoiced at the encrcafing profperity of r 
friend, and imagined that as he grew rich, he * 
growing happy. His mind has partaken the c 
largement of his fortune. When I ftepped in I 
the firft five years, I was welcomed only with a (ha 
of the hand in the next period of his life, he be 
koned acrofs the way for a pot of beer; but, for 
years pad, he invites me to dinner ; and, if he b 
fpeaks me the day before, never fails to regale i 
with a fillet of veal. 

His riches neither made him uncivil nor neg 
gent : he rofc at the fame hour, attended with t 
fame affiduity, and bowed with the fame gefitlene 
But for fome years he has been much inclined 
falk of the fatigues of bufinefs, and the confin 
ment of a (hop, and to wi(h that he had been 
happy as to have renewed his uncle's leafe of 
farm, that he might have lived without noife ai 
hurry, in a pure air, in the artlefs focicty of hon 
villagers, and the contemplation of the works 
nature. 

I foon difcovered the caufc of my friend's phil 
fophy. He thought himfelf grown rich enough 
have a lodging in the country, like the mercers < 
Ludgate-bill, and was refolved to enjoy himfelf 
the decline of life. This was a revolution not ' 
be made fuddenly. <He talked three years of i 
pleafures of the country, but patted every night ov 
his own (hop. But at laft he refolved to be happ 
and hired a lodging in the country, that he may ftc 
fome hours in the week from bufinefs * for, fays h 
when a man advances in life, be loves to entertain bh 
/elf fometimes with bis own thoughts. 

In 
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I was invited to this feat of quiet and contempla- 
tion among thofe whom Mr. Drugget confiders as his 
moft reputable friends, and defires to make the firft 
withefles of his elevation to the highcft dignities of 
a ftiopkecper. I found him at IJlington, in a room 
which overlooked the high road, amuGng himfelf 
with looking through the window, which the clouds 
pf duft would not fufFer him to open. He embraced 
me, told me I was welcome into the country, and 
aflced me, if I did not feel myfelf refrefhcd. He 
then defired that dinner might be haftened, for frefh 
air always fharpened his appetite, and ordered me a 
toaft and a glafs bf wine after my walk. He told 
me much of the pleafure he found in retirement, 
and wondered what had kept him fo long out of the 
country. After dinner, company came in, and Mr. 
Drugget again repeated the praifes of the -country, 
recommended the pleafures of meditation, and told 
them, that he had been all the morning at the win- 
dow, counting the carriages as they paflcd before 
Jum. 
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Kumb. tfk Saturday, Auguft $ % 175& 

TH E r airly Weather, which has continued th6 
laft month, is faid to have given great dif- 
turbance to the infpc&ors of barometers. The ora- 
culous glaffes have deceived their votaries ; (howcf 
has fucceeded (hower, though they predicted fun- 
(hine and dry Ikies ; and by fatal confidence in theft 
fallacious promifes, many coats have loft their gloft, 
and many curls been moiftened to flaccitfity. 

This is one of the diftreffes te w hich mortals fub- 
je& themfelves by the pride of fpeculation. I had 
no part in this learned difappointment, who am con- 
tent to credit my fenfes, and to believe that rain will 
fall when the air blackens, and that the weather will 
be dry when the fun is bright. My caution indeed 
does not always preferve me from a (hower. To be 
wet, may happen to the genuine Idler j but to be wet 
in oppofition to theory, can befal only the liltr thai 
pretends to be bufy. Of thofe that fpin out life in 
trifles, and die without a memorial, many flattci 
themfelves with high opinions of their own import- 
ance, and imagine that they are every day adding 
fome improvement to human life. To be idle and 
to be poot, have always been reproaches, and there- 
fore every man endeavours, with his utmoft care, jtc 
hide his poverty from others, and his idlene/s from 
himfclf. 

Among thofe whom I never could perfuade to rank 
themfelves with Idlers, and who fpeak with indigna- 
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tkm of my morning fleeps and no&urnal rambles ; 
qdc paffes the day in catching fpiders, that he may 
count their eyes with a microfcope * another ere&s 
his head, and exhibits the duft of a marigold fcpa- 
ntcd from the flower with a dexterity worthy of 
Lcatwcnbocck himfelf. Some turn the wheel of elec- 
tricity ; fome fufpend rings to a loadftone, and find 
that what they did yefterday, they can do again to- 
day. Some regifter the changes of the wind, and 
die fully convinced that the wind is changeable. 

There are men yet more profound, who have heard 
that two colourlefs liquors may produce a colour by 
union, and that two cold bodies will grow hot if 
they are mingled ; they mingle them, and produce 
the cffed expc&cd, fay it is ftrange, and mingle them 
again. 

The Idlers that fport only with inanimate nature 
may claim fome indulgence ; if they are ufelefs, they 
are ftill innocent : but there are others, whom I 
know not how to mention without more emotion 
than my love of quiet willingly admits. Among 
the inferior profeflbrs of medical knowledge, is a 
race of wretches, whofe lives are only varied by va- 
rieties of cruelty ; whole favourite amufement is to 
nail dogs to tables and open them alive ; to try how 
long life may be continued in various degrees of 
mutilation, or with the excifion or laceration of the 
vital parts ; to examine whether burning irons are 
felt more acutely by the bone or tendon ; and 
whether the more lading agonies are produced by 
poifon forced into the mouth or inje&ed into the 
veins. 

Vol. VIII. F It 
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It it not without relu&ance that 1 offend the fen- 
fibility of the tender mind with images like thefe. 
If fuch cruelties were not pra&ifed, it were to be 
defired that they (hould not be conceived but fince 
they are publifiied every day with oftentation, let me 
be allowed once to mention them, fince I mention 
them with abhorrence. 

Mead has invidioufly remarked of ffaoJtbard, that 
he gathered (hells and (tones, and would pais for a 
philofopher. With pretentions much lefs reafon- 
fcble, die anatomical novice tears out the living 
bowels of an animal, and ftyles himfelf phyfician, 
prepares himfelf by familiar cruelty for that pro- 
feflion which he is to exrrcife upon the tender and 
the helplefr, upon feeble bodies and broken minds, 
and by which he has opportunities to extend Us 
•its of torture, and continue thofe experiments upon 
infancy and age, which he has hitherto tried upo* 
tats and dogs. 

What is alleged in defence of thefe hateful prac- 
tices, every one knows; but the truth is, that by 
knives, trre, and poifon, knowledge is not always 
fought, and is very fddom attained. The experi- 
ments that hare been tried, are tried again j he that 
burned an animal with irons yefterday, will be willing 
to amufe himfelf with burning another to-morrow. 
I know not, that by living difTc&ions any difcovery 
has been made by which a (ingle malady is more 
eafily cured. And if the knowledge of phyfiology 
has been fomewhat encreafcd, he furely buys know* 
ledge dear, who learns the ufe of the la&eals at the 
expence of his humanity. It is time that univerfiO 

Tefcntmeac 
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fclenttacnt Ihould arife againft thefe horrid opera*, 
tions, which tend to harden the heart, extinguifli 
thofc fenfations which give man confidence in man, 
and make the phyfician more dreadful than the gout 
or ftoue. 



Numb. iS. Saturday, Auguft 12, 1758. 
To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

IT commonly happens to him who endeavours to 
obtain diftindion by ridicule, or cenfure, that he 
{caches others to pra&ife his own arts againft him- 
fclf; and that, after a fiiort enjoyment of the ap- 
plaufe paid to his fagacity, or of the mirth excited 
by his wit, he is doomed to fuffer the fame feverities 
of fcrutiny, to hear inquiry dete&ing his faults, and 
exaggeration fporting with his failings. 

The natural difcontent of inferiority will feldom 
fail to operate in fome degree of malice againft him, 
who profefles to fuperintend the conduft of others, 
cfpecially if he .feats himfelf uncalled in the chair 
of judicature, and exercifes authority by his own 
comcniflion. 

You cannot, therefore, wonder that your obferva- 
dons on human folly, if they produce laughter at 
one time, awaken criticifm at another ; and that 
jUQong th£ numbers whom you have taught to feoff* 

F 2 « 
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at the retirement of Drugget, there is one who offers 
his apology. 

• The miftake of your old friend is by no means 
peculiar. The public pleafures of far the greater 
part of mankind are counterfeit. Very few carry 
their philofophy to places of diverfion, or are very 
careful to analyfe their enjoyments. The general 
condition of life is fo full of mifery, that we are 
glad to catch delight without enquiring whence it 
comes, or by what power it is beftowed. 

The mind is feldom quickened to very vigorous 
operations but by pafc, or the dread of pain. We 
do not difturb ourfelves with the detection of fal- 
lacies which do us no harm, nor willingly decline a 
pleating effelt to inveftigate its caufe. He that is 
happy, by whatever means, defircs nothing but the 
continuance of happinefs, and is no more folicitoua 
t/dirtribute his fenfations into their proper lpecies* 
ihan the common gazer on the beauties of the fpring 
to feparate light into its original rays. 

Pleafure is therefore feldom fuch as it appears to 
others, nor often fuch as we reprefent it to ourfelves. 
Of the ladies that fparkle at a muflcal performance, 
a very fmall number has any quick fenfibility of har- 
monious founds. But every one that goes has her 
pleafure. She has the pleafure of wearing fine 
clothes, and of (hewing them, of outfliining thofe 
whom (he fufpc&s to envy her ; Ihc has the pleafure 
of appearing among other ladies in a place whither 
the race of meaner mortals feldom intrudes, and of 
reflecting that, in the converfations of the next morn* 
ing, her name will be mentioned among thofe that 
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fat in the firft row ; Ihe has the pleafure of returning 
courtefies, or refufing to return them, of receiving 
compliments with civility, or rejedting them with 
difdain. She has the pleafure of meeting fome of 
her acquaintance, of guefling why the reft are ab- 
^ fent, and of telling them that fhe faw the bpera, on 
pretence of inquiring why they would mifs it. She 
has the pleafure of being fuppofed to be pleafed with 
a refined amufement, and of hoping to be numbered 
among the votrefies of harmony. She has the plea- 
fure of efcaping for two hoyrs the fuperiority of a 
filter, or the controul of a hufbandj and from all 
thefc pleafures (he concludes, that heavenly mufick 
is the balm of life. 

All affemblies of gaiety are brought together by 
motives of the fame kind. The theatre is not filled 
with thofe that know or regard the (kill of the aftpr, 
nor the ball-room by thofe who dance, or attend to 
the dancers. To all places of general refort, where 
the ftandard of pleafure is erefted, we run with equal 
eagernefs, or appearance of eagernefs, for very dif- 
ferent reafons. One goes that he may fay he has 
been there, another becaufe he never mifies. This 
man goes to try what he can find, and that to difco- 
ver what others find. Whatever diverfion is coftly 
will be frequented by thofe who defire to be thought 
rich; and whatever has, by any accident, become 
fafhionable, eafily continues its reputation, becaufe 
every one is aftiamed of not partaking it. 

To every place of entertainment we go with ex- 
pectation, and defire of being pleafed ; we meet 
others who ar£*brought by the fame motives no 
one mlf be the firft to own the difappomxru^x.^ ^tv^ 
F 3 
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face refiecb the Cnilc of another, till each believes 
the reft delighted, and endeavours to catch and 
tranGr.it the circulating rapture* In time, all are 
deceived by the cheat to which all contribute. The 
Bftion of happ:nefs is propagated by every tongue, 
and confirmed by every look, till at laft all prafefs 
the joy which they do not feel, conient to yield to 
the gtnenl dclufion ; and when the voluntary dream 
is at *n end, lament that blifs is of fo fhort a dura* 
t:cn. 

If Drugget pretended to pleasures of which lie had 
no perception, or boaflcd of one amufemcnt where 
he was indulging another, what did he which is not 
done by all thole who read his (lory of whom (bene 
pretend delight in converfation, only becaufe they 
dare not be alone ; fome praife the quiet of folitude, 
becaufe they are envious of fenle and impatient of 
folly ; and fome gratify their pride, by writing eta* 
radcrs which expofc the vanity of Fife. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Semnu 
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' Numb. 19, Saturday, Augtift 19, 1758, 

SOME of thofc ancient fages that have exercifed 
their abilities in the enquiry after the fupreme 
goody have been of opinion, that the highelt degree of 
earthly happinefs is quiet; a calm repofe both of 
mind andWly, undifturbed by the light of folly or 
the noife of bufinefs, the tumults of publick com- 
motion, w the agitations of private intereft $ a ft ate 
in which the mind has no other employment, but to 
obfcrve and regulate her own motions, to trace 
thought from thought, combine one image -with an- 
other, raifc fyflems of fcience, and form theories of 
virtue. 

To the fcheme of thefe folitary fpeculatifts it has 
been juftly objetted, that if they are happy, they are 
h^ppy only by being ufelefs. That mankind is one 
vaft republick* where every individual receives many 
benefits from the labour of others, which, by labour- 
ing in his turn for others, he is obliged to repay ; 
and that where the united efforts of all are not able 
to exempt all from mifery, none have a right to with- 
draw from their tafk of vigilance, or to be indulged 
in idle wifdom or folitary pleafures. 

It is common for controvertifts, in the heat of dif- 
putation, to add one pofition to another till they 
reach the extremities of knowledge, where truth and 
falfehood lofe their diftindtion. Their .admirers fol- 
low them to the brink of abfurdity, and then ftart 
back from each fide towards the middle paiat* Sq 

F 4 \\ 
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it has happened in this great difquifition. Many 
perceive alike the force of the contrary arguments, 
find quiet ihameful, and bufinefs dangerous, and 
therefore pafs their lives between them, in buftle 
without bufinefs and negligence without quiet. 

Among the principal names of this moderate fct 
is that great philofopher Jack Whirlcr, whofe bufi- 
nefs keeps him in perpetual motion, and whofe mo- 
tion always eludes his bufinefs; who is always to do 
what he never does, who cannot (land (till bccaufe 
he is wanted in another place, and who is wanted io 
many places becaufe he (lays in none. 

Jack has more bufinefs than he can conveniently 
tranfadt in one houfe ; he has therefore one habita- 
tion near Bow Churchy and another about a mile dif- 
tant. By this ingenious diftribution of himfelf be* 
tween two houfes, Jack has contrived to be found at 
neither. Jack's trade is extenfive, and he has many 
dealers % his conversation is fprightly, and he has 
many companions ; his difpofition is kind, and he 
has many friends. Jack neither forbears pleafure 
for bufinefs, nor omits bufinefs for pleafure, but is 
equally invifiblc to his friends and his cuftomers j to 
him that comes with an invitation to a club, and to 
him that waits to fettle an account. 

When you call at his houfe, his clerk tells you, that 
Mr. IVbirlcr was juft ftept out, but will be at home 
- exactly at two ; you wait at a coffec-houfe till two, and 
Chen find that he has been at home, and is gone out 
fti/aiii, but left word that he (hould be at the Half* 
t»t,on tavern at feven, where he hopes to meet you. At 
Jcven you go to the tavern. At eight in comes Mr. 
JWirttr to tell you, that he is fcVad to fct ^ou* and 
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only begs leave to run for a few minutes, to a gentle- 
man that lives near the Exchange, from whom he will 
return before fupper can be ready. Away he runs to 
the Exchange, to tell thofe who are waiting for him, 
that he muft beg them to defer the bufijfcfs till to- 
morrow, becaufe his time is come at the Half -moon. 

Jack's cheerfulnefs and civility rank him among 
thofe whofe prefence never gives pain, and whom all 
receive with fondnefs and careffes. He calls often 
on his friends, to tell them, that he will come again 
to-morrow 5 on the morrow he comes again to tell 
them how an unexpeftecf fummons hurries him away. 
When he enters a houfe, his firft declaration is, that 
he cannot fit down ; and fo (hort are his vifits, that 
he ieldom appears to have come for any other reafon 
but to fay, He muft go. 

The dogs of Egypt, when thirft brings them to 
the Nile, arc faid to run as they drink for fear of the 
crocodiles. Jack Whirler always dines at full fpeed. 
He enters, finds the family at table, fits familiarly 
down, and fills his plate j but while the firft morfel is 
in his mouth, hears the clock ftrike, and rifes ; then 
goes to another houfe, fits down again, recollefts 
another engagement; has only time to tafte the foup, 
makes a (hort excufe to the company, and continues 
through another ftreet his defultory dinner. 

But overwhelmed as he is with bufinefs, his chief 
defire is to have ftill more. Every new propofal 
takes poOefiion of his thoughts ; he foon balances 
probabilities, engages in the projedt, brings it al- 
moft to completion, and then forfakes it for another, 
which he catches with fome alacrity, urges with the 
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fartie vehemence* and abandons with the fame cold* 
fids. 

•Every man may be obferved to have a certain 
ftraih of lamentation, fome peculiar theme of com* 
plaint on Hh\ch he dwells in his moments of dejee* 
tion. Jsck's topick of furrow, is the want of time. 
Many an excellent defign languifhes in empty theory 
for want of time. For the omiflion of any civilities, 
want of time is his plea to others * for the neglcft of 
any affairs* want of time is his excufe to himfelf. 
That he wants time, he fincerely believes ; for ht 
once pined away many months with a lingering dif« 
temper, for want of time to attend his health* 

Thus Jmck Wbirkr lives in perpetual fatigue with* 
out proportionate advantage, becaufe he does not 
confider that no man can fee all with his own eyes, 
or do all with his own hands; that whoever is en- 
gaged in multiplicity of bufinefs, muft tranfa&moch 
by fubftitution, and leave fomething to hazard ; and 
that he who attempts to do all, will wafte his life in 
doing little. 
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Wtjki, 20. SXtUHDAY, Augujl 26, 1^58.' 

THERE is no crime more infamous than thfe 
violation of truth. It is apparent that rhen 
can be focial beings no longer than they believe each 
other. When fpeech is employed only as the ve- 
hicle of falfehood, every man muft difunite himfelf 
from others, inhabit his own cave, and feek prey only 
for himfelf. 

Yet the law of truth, thus facred and neceffary, is 
Broken without punilhment, without cenfure, in com- 
pliance with inveterate prejudice and prevailing paf- 
fiohs. Men are willing to credit what they wifli, 
and encourage rather thofe who gratify them with 

{Meafure, than thofe that inftruft them with fide- 
Ity. 

For this reafon every hiftorian difcovers his 
country, and it is impoflible to read the different ac- 
counts of any great event, without a wifh that truth 
had more power over partiality. 

Amidft the joy of my countrymen for the acqui- 
fition of Louijbourg, I could not forbear to confider 
how differently this revolution of American power is 
not only now meritioned by the contending nations, 
but will be reprefented by the writers of another 
century. 

The Englijb hiftorian will imagine himfelf barely 
doing iuftice to Englijh virtue, when he relates 
6 ^ 
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the capture of Louijbourg in the following man- 
ner : 

" The Englijb had hitherto feen, with great in- 
<c dignation, their attempts baffled and their force 
" defied by an enemy, whom they confidered them- 
99 felves as intitled to conquer by the right of pre- 
99 fcription, and whom many ages of hereditary 
99 fuperiority had taught them to defpife. Their 
<c fleets were more numerous, and their feameo 
99 braver than thofe of France, yet they only floated 
c< uftlefs on the ocean, and the French derided them 
" from their ports. Misfortunes, as is ufual, pro- 
fC duccd difcontent, the people murmured at the 
<c minifters, and the minifters cenfured the com- 
u manders. 

99 In the fummer of this year, the Englijb began 
" to fin4 their fuccefs anfwerablc to their caufe. 
<c A fleet and an army were fent to America to 
" diflod^e the enemies from the fettlcmcnts which 
" they had fo pcrfidioufly made, and fo infolently 
" maintained, and to rcprefs that power which was 
" growing more every day by the aflbciation of the 
if Indians % with whom thefe degenerate Europeans 
99 intermarried, and whom they fecured to their 
" party by prefents and promifes. 

c< In the beginning of June the (hips of war and 
" vefleis containing the land forces appeared before 
44 Leuijt'onrgi a place fo lecurc by nature that art 
" was almott fupcrfluous, and yet fortified by art 

as if nature had left it open. The French boaftcd 
<4 that it was impregnable, and ipoke with fcorn 
99 ot all attempt that could be made againft it. 

Tlx* 
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€t The garrifon was numerous, the ftores equal to 
<c the longeft fiege, and their engineers and com- 
<c manders high in reputation. The mouth of the 
€C harbour was fo narrow, that three fliips within 
<c might eafily defend it againft all attacks from 
<c the fea. The French had, with that caution 
cc which cowards borrow from fear and attribute to 
" policy, eluded our fleets, and Tent into that 
<c port five great (hips and fix fmaller, of which 
€€ they funk four in the mouth of the paflage, 
c< having raifed batteries, and potted troops, at all 
€t the places where they thought it poifible to make 
cc a defcent. The Englifh, however, had more to 
<c dread from the roughnefs of the fea, than from 
<c the fkill or bravery of the defendants. Some 
cc days pafled before the furges, which rife very 
cc high round that ifland, would fuffer them to 
<c land. At laft their impatience coul'd be re- 
<c drained no longer; they got pofleflion of the 
<c ftiore with little lofs by the fea, and with lefs by 
cc the enemy. In a few days the artillery was land- 
cc ed, the batteries were raifed, and the French had 
f c no other hope than to efcape from one poft to an- 
cc other. A fhot from the batteries fired the 
cc powder in one of their largeft (hips, the flame 
cc fpread to the two next, and all three were de- 
cc ftroyed ; the Englijh admiral fent his boats againft 
<c the two large ftiips yet remaining, took them 
<c without refiftance, and terrified the garrifon to an 
" immediate capitulation." 

Le • us now oppofe to this Englijh narrative the re- 
lation which will be produced, about the fame time, 
by the writer of the age of Louis XV. 
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« About this time the Englijb admitted to th* 
« conduct of affair*, a man who undertook to fave 
" from deftrudion that ferocious and turbulent 
« people, who, from the mean infolence of wealthy 
" traders, and the lawlefs confidence of fuccefsfid 
*' robbers, were now funk in defpair and ftupified 
" with horror. He called in the (hips which had 
* c been difperfed oyer the ocean to guard their mer- 
" chants, and feqt a fleet and an army, in which 
" almoft the whole ftrength of England was com- 
" prifed, to fee ore their poflcflions in America, 
u which were endangered alike by the French arms 
" and the French virtue. We had taken the Englijb 
" fortrcfics by force, and gained the Indian nations 
" by humanity. The Englijh, wherever they coipe* 
" are fore to have the natives for their enemies ; for 
" the only motive of their fettlements is avarice, 
" and the only confequence of their fuccefs is op- 
" preffion. In this war they a&ed like other bar* 
u barians, and, with a degree of outrageous 
" cruelty, which the gentlenefs of our manners 
" fcarce fuffcrs us to conceive, offered rewards 
" by open proclamation to thofe who (hould bring 
" in the fcalps of Indian women and children. A 
" trader always makes war with the cruelty of a 
Cl pirate. 

€S They had long looked with envy and with trr- 
u ror upon the influence which the French exerted 
" over all the northern regions of America by the 
" poflellion of LcuiJhGurg, a place naturally ftrong, 
" and new fortified with fome flight outworks. 
<( They hoped to furprize the garrifon unprovided j 
" but that fluggilhnefs which always defeats |heir 
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tc malice, gave us time to fend fupplies, and to 
fc ftation (hips for the defence of the harbour. 
cc Tbey caiw before Leuifkowg \n Ju?u, and were 
f< for fome time in doubt whether they Ihould land. 
<c But the commanders, who had lately feen an ad- 
cc miral beheaded for not having done what he had 
u not power to do, durft not leave the place uqaf- 
" faulted. An Englijbman has no ardour for ho- 
f< nour, nor zeal for duty ; he neither values glory 
u nor loves his king \ but balances one danger with 
,f anether, and will fight rather than be hanged. 
€C They therefore landed, but with great lofs ; their 
" engineers had, in the laft war with the French^ 
" learned {brnething of the military icknees, and 
* f made their approaches with fufficient Ikitt \ but 

* all tjieir efforts had been without effect, llfcd not a 
u ball unfortunately fallen into the powder of one of 
" our fbips, which communicated the fire to tfoe reft, 
" and, by opening the paffage of the harbour, 
"obliged die garrifon to -capitulate. -'Thus was 
u Louhfbtung loft, and our troops marched out with 

* the admiration of their -enemies, who durft hardly 
think themfelves matters of the place. " 
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Numb. 21. Saturday, September 2, 1758. 

To the IDLE R. 

Dear Mr. Idler, 

THERE is a fpccics of mifcry or of difeafe, 
for which our language is commonly fuppofcd 
to bf without a name, but which I think is emphati- 
cally enough denominated liftlejfnefs y and which is 
commonly termed a want of fomething to do. 

Of the unhappinefs of this ftate I do not expe& all 
your readers to have an adequate idea. Many are 
overbuithened with bufinefs, and can imagine no 
comfort but in reft ; many have minds fo placid, as 
willingly to indulge a voluntary lethargy $ or fo nar- 
row, as eafily to be filled to their utmoft capacity. 
By thefe I fliall not be underftood, and therefore 
cannot be pitied. Thofe only will fympathize with 
my complaint, whofe imagination is a&ive and re- 
folution weak, whofe defires are ardent, and whofe 
choice is delicate; who cannot fatisfy themfelves 
with (landing ftill, and yet cannot find a motive to 
direft their courfe. 

I was the fecond fon of a gentleman, whofe eftate 
was barely fufficient to fupport himfelf and his heir 
in the dignity of killing game. He therefore made 
ufc of the intereft which the alliances of his family 
afforded him, to procure me a poft in the army. I 
paflcd fome years in the moft contemptible of all 

human 
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hum*n ftations* that of a foldier in time of peace. 
I wandered with the regiment as the quarters were 
changed, without opportunity for bufinefs, tafte for 
knowledge* & otaney for pleaftire* Wherever I 
came, I was for fonae time a ftrangcr without curio- 
fity, and afterwards an acquaintance without friend- 
flup. Having nothing to hope in thefe places of for r 
ttfttQus refidence, I refigned ray conduct to chance ; 
I had no intention to offend, I had no ambition to 
delight. 

I fuppofe every man is Ihockcd when he hears how 
! frequently ibldiers are wifhing for war. The wilh is 
I tot always fincere; the greater part are content 
tithfleep and lace* and counterfeit an ardour which 
they do Hot feel ; but thofe who defire it moft, are 
neither prompted by malevolence nor patriotifrti ; 
they neither pant for laurels, nor delight in blood ; 
hut long to be delivered from the tyranny of idlenefs, 
fod xcftored to the dignity of a&ive beings* 

I never imagined myfelf to have more courage 
than other men, yet was often involuntarily wifhing 
for a war, but of a war at that time I had no pro- 
fped ; and being enabled, by the death of an uncle, 
to live without my pay, I quitted the army, and re- 
folded to regulate my own motions. 

I was pleafed, for awhile, with the novelty of in- 
dependance, and imagined tjbaU had now found what 
every man de fires. My ti&e'was in my own power, 
and my habitation was wherever my choice fhould 
fix it. I amufed myfelf for two years, in palling 
from place to place, and comparing one convenience 
with another ; but being at lad alhamcd of enquiry, 

Vol. VIII. G and 
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and weary of uncertainty, I purchafed a heroic, and 
eftablifhed my family. 

I now expedted to begin to be happy, and was 
happy for a fhort time with that expectation. But 
I foon perceived my fpirits to fubfide, and my ima* 
gination to grow dark. The gloom thickened 
every day round me. I wondered by what ma- 
lignant power my peace was blafted, till I difcovertd 
at laft that I had nothing to do. 

Time, with all its celerity, moves flowly to him, 
whofe whole employment is to watch its flight. I 
am forced upon a thouland fhifts to enable me to 
endure the tedioufnefs of the day. I rife when I can 
fleep no longer, and take my morning walk j I fee 
what I have fcen before, and return. I fit down, 
and per&iade myfelf that I fit down to think, find it 
impolfible to think without a fubjeft, rife up to en- 
quire after news, and endeavour to kindle in myfelf 
an artificial impatience for intelligence of events, 
which will never extend any confequence to me, 
but that a few minutes they abftraft me from myfelf. 

When I have heard any thing that may gratify 
curiofity, I am bulled, for a wh'le, in running to re- 
late it. I halten from one place of concourfe to an- 
other, delighted with my own importance, and proud 
to think that I am doing fomething, though I know 
that another hour would ipare my labour. 

I had once a round of vifits, * Inch I paid very re- 
gularly, but I have now tiicd mod of my friends. 
When 1 have fat down I forget to rile, and have 
more than once overheard one atking another when 
X would be gone. I perceive the company tired, I 

oblervc 
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obfcrve the miftrefs of the family whifpering to her 
fcrvants, I find orders given to put off bufinefs till 

, to-morrow, I fee the watches frequently infpe&ed; 
and yet cannot withdraw to the vacuity of folitude, 
or venture myfelf in my own company. 
Thus burthenfomc to myfelf and others, I form 

1 many fchemes of employment which may make my 
life ufeful or agreeable, and exempt me from the 
ignominy of living by fufferance. This new courfe 
lhave long defigned, but have not yet begun* The 

♦ prefent moment is never proper for the change, but 
there is always a time in view when all obftacles will 
be removed, and I (hall furprize all that know me 
with a new diftribution of my time. Twenty years 
havepaft fince I have refolved a complete amend- 
ftent, and twenty years have been loft in delays. Age 
ii coming upon me; and I fhould look back with 
rage and defpair upon the wafte of life, but that I am 
flow beginning in earned to begin a reformation. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble fervant, 

Dick Linger* 
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Nvmb. 22. Saturday, September i6* 17581 
To the IDLE R« 

S I R, 

AS I was parting lately ufidcr one of the gates of 
this city, I was ftruck with horror by a rueftri 
cry, which fummoned me to remember tbep§§r debtm* 
The wifdom and juftice of the Englijb laws are, by 
Englijbmen at leaft, loudly celebrated ; but fcarcelj 
the mod zealous admirers of our inllitutions can 
think that law wife, which, when men are capable d 
work, obliges them to beg \ or joft, which expofa 
the liberty of one to the paflions of another. 

The profperity of a people is proportionate to the 
number of hands and minds ufefully employed. Tc 
the community, fedition is a fever, corruption k 1 
gangrene, and idlenefs an atrophy. Whatever body, 
and whatever fociety, waftes more than it acquires) 
muft gradually decay \ and every being that conti- 
nues to be fed, and ceafes to labour, takes awaj 
fomething from the publick dock. 

The confinement, therefore, of any man in tin 
floth and darknefs of a prifon, is a lofs to the nation^ 
and no gain to the creditor. For of the multitude* 
who are pining in thofe cells of mifery, a very fmall 
part is fufpedted of any fraudulent ad by which thq 
retain what belongs to others. The reft are impri- 
foned by the wantonnefs of pride, the malignity d 
revenge, or the acrimony of difappointed cxpeda- 
Xroo* 
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If thofe, who thus rigocwfly egergiie tb& power 
which the law has put intQ their hands, be aiked, 
why they continue tQ imprifon thofe whom th*y 
bow to be unable to pay them s one will anfwer, 
that his debtor once lived better than himfelf * anr 
other, that his wife looked above her neighbours, and 
his children went in filk clothes to the dancing* 
febool ; and another, that he pretended to be a joker 
and a wit. Some will reply, that if they were in 
debt, they fliould meet with the fame treatment 5 
fame, that they owe no more than they can pay, 
and need therefore give no account of their anions. 
Some will confefs their refolution, that their debtors 
JhaU rot in jail > and fome will difcover, that they 
hope, by cruelty, to wring the payment from their 
friends. 

The end of all civil regulations is to fecurc private 
happinefs from private malignity 5 to keep indivi- 
duals from the power of one another j but this end 
is apparently neglected, when a man, irritated with 
lofs, is allowed to be the judge of his own caufe, and 
to affign the punilhment of his own pain j when the 
diftin&ion between guilt and happinefs, between c^- 
fualty and defign, is entruftcd to eyes blind with iq- 
tercft, to underftandings depraved by refentment. 

Since poverty is punched among us as a crime, it 
ought at leaft to be treated with the fame lenity as 
other crimes * the offender ought not to languiih at 
the will of him whom he has offended, but to be al- 
lowed fome appeal to the jufticc of his country. 
There can be no reafon why any debtor Ihould be 
imprifoned,' but that he may be compelled to pay- 
ment} and a term Ihould therefore be fixed* Ui 
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which the creditor fhould exhibit his accufatkaw 
concealed property. If fuch property can be difcB 
vered, let it be given to the creditor j if the chargefl 
not offered, or cannot be proved, let the prifonerfl 
difmiffed. ■ 
Thofe who made the laws have apparently fif| 
poled, that every deficiency of payment is thecriH 
of the debtor. But the truth is, that the creditor 
ways lharcs the aft, and often more than (hares dl 
guilt of improper truft. It feldom happens that al 
man imprifons another but for debts which he fm 
frrcd to be contrafted in hope of advantage to hi* 
felf, and for bargains in which he proportioned hi 
profit to his own opinion of the hazard ; and there i 
no rcalbn, why one (hould punifli the other for a cot 
traft in which both concurred. 

Many of the inhabitants of prifons may juftly coon 
plain of harder treatment. He that once owes moi 
than he ran pay, is often obliged to bribe his crcdi 
tor to patience, by encreafing his debt. Worfe an 
woifr commodities, at a higher and higher price, ai 
foMTil upon him ; he is impoverifhed by compuld 
iraflii k, and at lad overwhelmed, in the common n 
t rptaclrs of mifcry, by debts, which, without h 
own ronlent, were accumulated on his head. To tl 
irluT of thisdiftrefs, no other objection can bemad 
tint that by an eafy diflblution of debts, fraud will I 
hit without punilhment, and imprudence witho 
awe, and that when inlolvcncy (hall be no long 
punifhablc, credit will ceafc. 

The motive to credit, is the hope of advanta{ 
Commerce can never be at a Hop, while one m 
wants what another can fupplyj and credit * 

w 
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cr be denied, while it is likely to be repaid with 
it. He that trufts one whom he defigns to fue, 
linal by the aft of truft ; the ceffation of fuch 
lious traffick is to be defired, and no reafon can 
1 given why a change of the law fhould impair any 
tr. 

Tc fee nation trade with nation, where no pay- 
it can be compelled. Mutual convenience pro- 
cs mutual confidence and the merchants con- 
lie to fatisfy the demands of each other, though 

have nothing to dread but the lofs of trade. 
It is vain to continue an inftitution, which expe- 
lence (hews to be ineffectual. We have now im- 
brifoned one generation of debtors after another, but 
me do not find that their numbers leflen. We have 
now learned, that rafhnefs and imprudence will not 
be deterred from taking credit ; let us try whether 
fraud and avarice may be more eafily refrained from 
pving it. 

I am, SIR, &c. 
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Numb. 23. Saturday, September 33, I 

LIFE has no pleafure higher or nobler than 
that of friendlhip. It is painful to confidcr, 
that this fublime enjoyment may be impaired or 
deftroyed by innumerable caufes, and that there 11 
no human poficflion of which the duration is k& 
certain. 

Many have talked, in very exalted language, of 
the perpetuity of friend(hip, of invinc ible conftancy* 
and unalienable kindnefs ; and fome examples have 
been fecn of men who have continued faithful to 
their earlieft choice, and whofe affcttion has predo- 
minated over changes of fortune, and contrariety of 
opinion. 

But thefe inftances are memorable, becaufcthey 
are rare. The friendfliip which is to be praftifed or 
expedted by common mortals, mud take its rife from 
mutual pleafure, and mud end when the power ceafes 
of delighting each other. 

Many accidents therefore may happen, by which 
the ardour of kindnefs wiP be ;ihited 9 without cri- 
minal bafenefs or contemptible inconftancy on cither 
part. To give pleafure is not Jways in our powers 
and little docs he know himfelf, who believes that 
he can be always able to receive it. 

Thofe who would gladly pafs their days together 
may be fcparated by the different courfc of their 

affairs i 
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affairs $ and friendfhip, like love, is deftroyed bf 
long abfence, though it may be encreafed by fhort 
tntermiffions. What wc have miffed long enough 
to want it, we value more when it is regained} but 
that fthicb has been loft till it is forgotten, will be 
found at laft with little gladnefs, and with ftilj lefs 
if a fubfticute has fuppUed the place, A man de- 
prived of <he companion to whom he ufed to open 
his bofoiti, and with whom he fliared the hours of 
ieifurc and merriment, feels the day at firft hanging 
heavy on him ; his difficulties opprefs, and his 
doubts diftra& him j foe fees time come and go 
without his wonted gratification, and all is fadnefs 
within and folicude about him. But this uneafi- 
liefe net er lafts long * neceffity produces eftpediqits, 
pew amufements are difcovered, and new convcrfa- 
tion is admitted. 

No expc&ation is more frequently difappointed, 
than that which naturally arifes in the mind, from 
the profpeft of meeting an old friend after long 
reparation. We expeft the attraftion to be re- 
vived, and the coalition to be renewed ; no man 
confiders how much alteration time has made in 
himfelf, -and very few enquire what effe<& it has had 
upon others. The firft hour convinces them, that 
thfrpleafure, which they have formerly enjoyed, is 
forever af an end j different fcenes have made dif- 
ferent imprefllons; the opinions of both are changed; 
and that fimilitude of manners and fentiment is loft, 
which confirmed them both in the approbation of 
themfelvcs. 

Friendfhip is often deftroyed by oppofition of 
intcreft* not only by the ponderous and vifible inte- 
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reft which the defire of wealth and greatnefs forms 
and maintains, but by a thoufand fecrct and flight 
competitions, fcarcely known to the mind upon 
which they operate. There is fcarcely any man 
without fome favourite trifle which he values above 
greater attainments, fome defire of petty praife which 
he cannot patiently fuffer to be fru fixated. This 
minute ambition is fometimes crofled before it is 
known, and fometimes defeated by wanton petu- 
lance ; but fuch attacks are feldom made without 
the lofs of friendfhip ; for whoever has once found 
the vulnerable part will always be feared, and the 
refentment will burn on in fecret of which fliame 
hinders the difcovery. 

This, however, is a flow malignity, which a wife 
man will obviate as inconfiftent with quiet, and a 
good man will reprefs as contrary to virtue 5 but 
human happinefs is fometimes violated by fome 
more fudden ftrokes. 

A difpute begun in jeft, upon a fubjeft which a 
moment before was on both parts regarded with 
carelefs indifference, is continued by the defire of 
conqueft, till vanity kindles into rage, and oppofi- 
tion rankles into enmity. Againft this hafty mif- 
chief, I know not what fecurity can be obtained : 
men will be fometimes furprized into quarrels ;fnd 
though they might both haften to reconciliation, m 
foon as their tumult had fubfided, yet two minds 
will feldom be found together, which can at once 
fubdue their difcontent, or immediately enjoy the 
fweets of peace, without remembering the wounds 
of the conflift. 

6 Fricndfhip 
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Friendfliip has other enemies. • Sjufpicion is al- 
ways hardening the cautious, and difguft repelling 
the delicate. Very (lender differences will fome- 
times part thofe whom long reciprocation of civility 
or beneficence has united. Lonelove and Ranger re- 
tired into the country to enjoy the company of each 
other, and returned in fix weeks cold and petulant; 
Ranger's pleafure was to walk in the fields, and Lone- 
love** to fit in a bower ; each had complied with the 
other in his turn, and each was angry that compli- 
ance had been exa&ed. 

The mod fatal difeafe of friendfliip is gradual 
decay, or diflike hourly encreafed by caufes too 
(lender for complaint, and too numerous for re- 
moval. Thofe who are angry may be reconciled * 
thofe who have been injured may receive a recom- 
pence; but when the defire of pleafing and willing- 
nefs to be pleafed is filently diminifhed, the renova- 
tion of friendfliip is hopelefs ; as, when the vital 
powers fink into languor, there is no longer any ufe 
pf the phyfician. 
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Numb. 24. Saturday, September 30, 1758. 

WHEN man fees one of the inferior crea- 
tures, perched upon a tree, or balking in 
the funfhine, without any apparent endeavour or 
purfuit, he often afks himfelf, or his companion* On 
what that animal can h Juppofed to bt thinking? 

Of this queftion, fince neither bird nor beaft can 
anfwer it, we mud be content to live without the 
rcfolution. We know not how much the brute* 
recoiled of the paft, or anticipate of the future* 
what power they have of comparing and preferring g 
. or whether their faculties may not reft in motionleft 
indifference, till they are moved by the prefence of 
their proper objedt, or ftimulated to a& by corporal 
fenfations. 

I am the lefs inclined to thefe fuperfluous in* 
qiyries, becaufe I have always been able to find fuf- 
ficient matter for curiofity in my own fpecies. It is 
ufclefs to go far in queft of that which may be found 
at home ; a very narrow circle of obfervation will 
fupply a fufficient number of men and women, who 
might be afked with equal propriety, On vohat^hey 
ean be thinking? 

It is reafonable to believe, that thought, like 
every thin 2 el fe, has its caufes and effe&s; that it 
mud proceed from fomething known, done, or fuf. 
fered ; and mud produce fome a&ion or event. 
Yet h6w great is the number of thofe in whofe 
fnind* 00 fource of thought has ever been opened, 
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in whofe life no confcqacncc of thought is eve* 
difcovercd 5 who have learned nothing upoh which 
they can refle&j who have neither feen nor felt 
any thing which could leave its traces on the me- 
mory ; who neither forefee nor defire any change of 
their condition, and have therefore neither fear* 
hope, nor defign, and yet are fuppofed to be think* 
ing beings. 

To every a£t a fubjeft is required. He that 
thinks, muft think upon fomething. But tell me, 
ye that pierce deepeft into nature, ye that take the 
Wideft furveys of life, inform me, kind fliades of 
Mdlbrantht and of Locke, what that fomething cart 
be, which excites and continues thought in maiden 
aunts with fmall fortunes ; in younger brothers that 
lite upon annuities 1 in traders retired from bufinefs; 
in fokfiers abfent from their regiments \ or in wi- 
dows that have no children ? 

Life is commonly confidered as either aftive or 
contemplative - 9 but furely this divifion, how long 
foever it has been received, is inadequate and fcl- 
lacious. There are mortals whofe life is certainly 
not aftive, for they do neither good nor evil ; and 
whofe life cannot be properly called contemplative, 
for they n«ver attend cither to the conduft of men, 
or the works of nature, but rife in the morning, 
look round them till night in carelefs ftupidity, go 
to bed and fleep, and rife again in the morning. 

It has been lately a celebrated queftion in the 
fchooU of philofophy, lVbetbir the foul always 
thinks f Some have defined the foul to be the power 
•/ thinking ; concluded that its effence confifts in 
i&* that if it fhould ceafc to ad, it would 



94 THE IbLER, N # 14, 



to be i and that ceflation of thought 4 is but another 
name for extin&ion of mind. This argument is 
fubtle, but not conclufive } becaufe it fuppoies 
what cannot be proved, that the nature of mind is 
properly defined. Others aftcft to difdain fubtilty, 
when fubtilty will not i'crvc their purpofc, and ap- 
peal to daily experience. We fpend many hours, 
they fay, in fleep, without the leaft remembrance 
of any thoughts which then patted in our minds ; 
and fince we can only by our own confeioufnefs be 
fure that we think, why fhould we imagine that we 
have had thought of which no confeioufnefs re- 
mains ? 

This argument, which appeals to experience, may 
from experience be confuted. We every day do 
fomething which we forget when it is done, and 
know to have been done only by confequence. 
The waking hours are not denied to have been 
pafied in thought; yet he that (hall endeavour to 
recoiled on one day the ideas of the former, will 
only turn the eye of reflection upon vacancy 5 he 
will find, that the greater part is irrevocably va- 
nifhed, and wonder how the moments could come 
and go, and leave fo little behind them. 

To difcover only that the arguments on both fides 
are defective, and to throw back the tenet into its 
former uncertainty, is the fport of wanton or male- 
volent fcepticifm, delighting to fee the fons of phi- 
lofophy at work upon a talk which never can be 
finifhed ; at variance on a queftion that can never be 
decided. I fhall fugged an argument hitherto over- 
looked, which may perhaps determine the contro- 

ttrijr. 
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If it be impoffible to think without materials, 
there mult neceffarily be minds that do not always 
think ; and whence fhall we furnifh materials for the 
meditation of the glutton between his meals, of the 
(portfman in a rainy month, of the annuitant be- 
tween the days of quarterly payment, of the poli- 
tician when the mails are detained by contrary 
winds ? 

But how frequent foever may be the examples of 
exiftence without thought, it is certainly a ftate not 
much to be defired. He that lives in torpid in- 
fenfibility, wants nothing of a carcafe but putrc- 
faftion. It is the part of every inhabitant of the 
earth to partake the pains and pleafures of his fellow 
beings ; and, as in a road through a country defart 
and uniform, the traveller languifhes for want of 
amufement, fo the paflage of life will be tedious 
and irkfome to him who does not beguile it by di- 
vcrfified ideas. 
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K t umb. jtj* Saturday, 0<5fo&r ft 17^ 
ft /ir IDLE R. 

I AM a very conftant frequenter df thf playhoufe, 
a place to which I fuppofc the /<£fer not much a 
lb-anger, fincc he can have no where elfe fo much 
entertainment with fo little concurrence of bit ova 
endeavour. At all other afiemblies, he that comes 
to receive delight, will be expected to give it; but 
in the theatre, nothing is neceffary to the amufc~ 
ment of two hours, but to fit down and be willing 
to be pleafed. 

The laft week has offered two new a&ors to the 
town. The appearance and retirement of a&ora arc 
the great events of the theatrical world 1 and their 
firft performances (ill the pit with conjecture and 
prognoftication, as the firft a&ions of a new monarch 
igitate nations with hope or fear. 

What opinion I have formed of the future excel- 
lence of thefe candidates for dramatick glory, it is 
toot neceffary to declare. Their entrance gave me 
a higher and nobler pleafure than any borrowed cha- 
racter can afford. I faw the ranks of the theatre 
emulating each other in candour and humanity, and 
contending who (hould mod effectually affift the 
ftruggles of endeavour, dif&pate the blufh of diffi- 
dence, and ftill the flutter of timidity. 

/ ThU 
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This behaviour is fuch as becomes a people, too 
tender to reprefs thofe who wifh to plcafe, too gene- 
roos to infult thofe who can make no refiftancc. A 
publick performer is fo much in the power of fpec* 
tators, that all unneceffary feverity is reftrained by 
that general law of humanity, which forbids us to 
be cruel where there is nothing to be feared. 

In every new performer fomething muft be par- 
doned. No man can, by any force of refolurfon, 
tecure to himfelf the full pofiefiion of his own 
powers under the eye of a large aflembly; Varia- 
tion of gefture, and flexion of voice, are to be ob- 
tained only by experience* 

There is nothing for Which fuch numbers think 
thtmfelves qualified As for theatrical exhibition. 
Every human being has an aftion graceful to his 
Own eye, a voice mufical to his own ear, and a 
fallibility which nature forbids him to know that 
any other bofom can excel. An art in which fuch 
numbers fancy themfelves excellent, and which the 
publick liberally rewards, will excite many compe- 
titors, and in many attempts there mult be many 
mifcarriages. 

The care of the critick Ihould be to diftinguilh 
error from inability, faults of inexperience from de* 
fcfts of nature. Aftion irregular and, turbulent 
may be reclaimed ; vociferation vehement and con- 
fided maybe reftrained and modulated; the ftalk 
of the tyrant may become the gait of a man ; the 
yell of inarticulate diftrefs may be reduced to hu- 
man lamentation; All thefe faults ihould be for 
a time overlooked, and afterwards cenfured with 

Vol. VIII. H ^1** 
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gentlenefs and candour. But if in an a&or there 
appears an utter vacancy of meaning, a frigid equa- 
lity, a ftupid languor, a torpid apathy, the greattft 
kindnefs that can be Ihewn him, is a fpcedy fenttnet 
of cxpulfion. 

I am, SIR, &c. 



The plea which my correfpondent has offered for 
young a&ors, I am very far from wilhing to invali- 
date. I always confidered thofe combinations which 
are fometimes formed in the playhoufe, as a&s of 
fraud or of cruelty he that applauds him who does 
not deferve praife, is endeavouring to deceive the 
publick ; he that hiffes in malice or fport, is an qp- 
preflbr and a robber. 

But furely this laudable forbearance might be 
juftly extended to young poets* The art of the 
writer, like that of the player, is attained by flow 
degrees. The power of diftinguilhing and difcri* 
minating comick characters, or of filling tragedy 
with poetical images, muft be the gift of nature, 
which no inftrudtion nor labour can fupply* but 
the art of dramatick difpofition, the contexture of 
the femes, the oppofnioo of chara&ers, the involu- 
tion of the plot, the expedients of fufpenfioo, and 
the ftratagems of furprize, are to be learned by 
pra&ice; and it is cruel to difcourage a poet for 
ever, becaufe he has not from genius what only ex- 
perience can beftow. 

Life is a ftage. Let me likewife follicit candour 
for the young a&>r on the ftage of life. They that 

enter 
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enter into the world are too often treated with un- 
realizable rigour by thofe that were once as igno- 
rant and heady as themfelves ; and diftinftion is 
not always made between the faults which require 
fpeedy and violent eradication, and thofe that will 
gradually drop away in the progreffion of life. Vi- 
cious follicitations of appetite, if not checked, will 
grow more importunate; and mean arts of profit or 
ambition will gather ftrength in the mind, if they 
are not early fuppreffed. But miltaken notions of 
fuperiority, defires of ufelefs fhow, pride of little 
accompliflimcnts, and all the train of vanity, will 
be brufhed away by the wing of time. 

Reproof fhould not exhauft its power upon petty 
fltiliAgs 5 let it watch diligently againft the incur- 
fion of vice, and leave foppery and futility to die 
of themfelves. 



H 
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Numb. 26. Saturday, October 14, 1758. 
Mr. Idler, 

I NEVER thought that 1 (hould write any thing 
to be printed but having lately fcen your firft 
efiay, which was feht down into the kitchen, with a 
great bundle of gazettes and ufelefs papers, I find 
that you are willing to admit any correfpondent, and 
therefore hope you will not rejedt me. If you pub- 
lilh my letter, it may encourage others, in the 
fame condition with myfelf, to tell their ftories, 
which may be perhaps as ufeful as thofe of gr/at 
ladies. 

I am a poor girl, I was bred in tht country at a 
charity-fchoul, maintained by the contributions of 
wealthy neighbours. The ladies, or patroneflcs, 
vifited us from time to time, examined how wc were 
taught, and faw that our clothes were clean. Wc 
lived happily enough, and were inftru&ed to be 
thankful to thofe at whofc coft we were educated. 
1 was always tlvc favourite of my mi fire fs 5 (he ufed 
to call me to read and (hew my copy-book to all 
ftrangers, who never difmiflcd me without com- 
mendation, and very feldom without a (hilling. 

At laft the chief of our fubferibers, having pafled 
a winter in London, came down full of an opinion new 
and ftrange to the whole country. She held it little 
lefs than criminal to teach poor girls to read and 

ire. They who are born to poverty, lhe Aid, are 
5 \m 
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born to ignorance, and will work the harder the lefs 
they know. She told her friends, that London was 
in confufion by the infolence of fervantsj that 
fcarcely a wench was to be got for all work, fince 
education had made fqch numbers of fine ladies, that 
nobody would noyr accept a lower title than that of 
a waiting-maid, or fomething that might qualify her 
to wpar laced fhoes and long ruffles, and to fit at 
work in the parlour window. But lhe was refolved, 
for her part, to fpoil no more girls \ thofe who were 
to live by their hands, fhould neither read nor write 
out of her pocket ; the world was bad enoqgh al- 
ready, and flic would have no part in making it 
worfe. 

. She was for a fliort time warmly oppofed ; but flie 
perfevered in her notions, and withdrew her fubferip- 
tion. Few liften without a defire of conviftion to 
thofe who advife them to fpare their money. Her 
example and her arguments gained ground daily, 
and in left, than 4 year the whole pari(h was con- 
vinced, that the nation would be ruined, if the 
children of the poor were taught to read and write. 

Our fchopl was now dilTolved $ my miflrefs killed 
me when we parted, and told me, that, being old 
and helplefs, lhe could not afiift me, advifed me to 
leek a fervice, and charged me not to forget what I 
had learned. 

My reputation for fcholarlhip, which had hitherto 
recommended me to favour, was, by the adherents 
to the new opinion, confidered as a crime; and, 
when I offered myfelf to any miftrefs, I had no other 
anfwer than, $ure, child, you would not worky bard 

H 3 uorfe 
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work is not Jit for a pen-woman \ a fcrubbing-brujb 
would Jpoil jour bandy child I 

I could not live at home ; and while I was 
confidcring to what I (hould betake mc, one of the 
girls, who had gone from our fchool to Lcnd$n % 
came down in a (ilk gown, and told her acquaint- 
ance how well (he lived, what fine things (he faw, 
and what great wages (he received. I refolved 
to try my fortune, and took my paflage in the 
next week's waggon to London. I had no fnarei 
laid for me at my arrival, but came fafe to i 
filler of my miftrefs, who undertook to get itm 
a place. She knew only the families of mean 
tradefmen ; and I, having no high opinion of mj 
own qualifications, was willing to accept the firfl 
oflfer. 

My fixft miftrefs was wife of a working watch- 
maker, who earned more than was fufficient tc 
keep his family in decency and plenty ; but it wm 
their conftant praAice to hire a chaife on Sunday 
and fpend half the wages of the week on Ricbmont 
Hill i of Monday he commonly lay half in bed, am 
fpent the other half in merriment; Tuefday anc 
fVtdntfdaj confumed the reft of his money * anc 
three days every week were parted in extremity a 
want by us who were left at home, while my maf 
ter lived on cruft at an alehoufe. You may b< 
fure, that of the fufferers the maid fuffered moft 
and I left them, after three months rather than b< 
(tarred, 

I was then maid to a hatter's wife. There wu 
mfwant to be dreaded, for they lived in perpenia 

luxury 
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luxury. My miftrefs was a diligent woman, and 
rofc early in the morning to fet the journeymen to 
work i my matter was a man much beloved by his 
neighbours, and fat at one club or other every 
night. I was obliged to wait on my matter at 
night, and on my miftrefs in the morning*. He 
feldom came home before two, and fhe rofe at five. 
I could no more live without fleep than without 
food, and therefore entreated them to look out for 
another fcrvant. 

My next removal was to a linen-draper's, who 
bad fix children. My miftrefs, when I firft en- 
tered the houfe, informed me, that I muft never 
contradid the children, nor fuffer them to cry. I 
had no defire to offend, and readily promifed to 
do my beft. But when I gave them their break- 
faft, I could not help all firft ; when I was playing 
with one in my lap, I was forced to keep the reft 
in expectation. That which was not gratified al- 
ways refented the injury with a loud outcry, which 
put my .miftrefs in a fury at me, and procured 
fugar -plums to the child. I could not keep fix 
children quiet, who werfc. bribed to be clamorous ; 
and was therefore difmiffed, as a girl honeft, but not 
good-natured. 

I then lived with a couple that kept a petty {hop 
of remnants and cheap linen. I was qualified to 
make a bill, or keep a book ; and being therefore 
often called, at a bufy time, to ferve the cuftomers, 
expedted that I (hould now be happy, in propor- 
tion as I was ufeful. But my miftrefs appropriated 
every day part of the profit to fome private ufe, 

H 4 and^ 
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and, aa fhe grew bolder in her theft, at laft 
dueled fuch fums, that my matter began to won-* 
der how he fold fo much, and gained fo little — 
She pretended to aflift his enquiries, and began, 
very gravely, to hope that Bitty was bonejt, 
yet tbefe /harp girls were apt to be light -fingirtiT^ 
You will believe that I did not flay there mud* 
longer. 

The reft of my (lory I will tell you in another 
letter, and only beg to bo, informed, in fome pa- 
per, for which of my placeSj except perhaps the 
laft, I was difqualified, by my (kill in reading and 
writing. 

J am, SIR, 

Your very humble fcrvant, 
Betty Bkooif. 




N 1 27, THE IDLER, i*j 



Numb. 27, Saturday, Otfobcr ?i, 1758, 

IT has beeq the endeavour of all tjiofe whom 
the world has reverenced for fuperior wifdom, 
to perfuade man to be acquainted with himfelf, 
to learn his own powers and his own weaknefs, 
to obferye by what evils he is mod dangeroufly 
befet, and by what temptatipns maft eafily over- 
come. 

This counfel has been often given with fenpus 
dignity, and often received with appearance of 
convi&ion ; but, as very few can fearch deep into 
their own minds without meeting what they wifh 
to hide from themfelves, fcarce any man pcr- 
fifts in cultivating fuch difagreeable acquaintance, 
but draws the veil again between his eyes and 
his heart, leaves his paflions and appetite^ 1 as he 
found therpj and advifes others to look into them- 
ftlves. 

This is the common refblt of enquiry even 
among thofe that endeavour to grow wifer or bet- 
ter, but this endeavour is far enough from fre- 
quency ; the greater part of the multitudes that 
fwarm upon the earth have never been difturbed 
by fuch uneafy curiofity, but deliver themfelves 
up to bufinefs or to pleafure, plunge into the cur- 
rent of life, whether placid or turbulent, and pafs 
on from one point of profpedt to another, attentive 
rather to any thing than the ftate of tji$ir minds ; 
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fatisficd, at an cafy rate, with an opinion, that they 
are no worfe than others, that every man muft mind 
his own intcreft,* or that their pleafures hurt only 
themfelvts, and are therefore no proper fubjefts of 
cenfure. 

Some, however, there are, whom the intrufioa 
of fcruplesf the rocollc&ion of better notions, or 
the latent reprehenfion of good examples, will 
not fuffer to live entirely contented with their 
own conduft s thefe are forced to pacify the mu- 
tiny of reafon with fair promifes, and quiet their 
thoughts with defigns of calling all their aftions to 
review, and planning a new fcheme for the time to 
come. 

There is nothing which we eftimate fo fallaci- 
oufly as the force of our own refolutions, nor any 
fallacy which we fo unwillingly and tardily dete£L 
He that has refolved a th&ufand times, and a thou* 
fand times deferted his own purpofe, yet fuffers no 
abateirifcu of his confidence, but ft i 11 believes hiav* 
felf his own matter* and able, by innate vigour of 
foul, to prefs forward to his end, through all the 
obftru&ions that inconveniences or delights can put 
in his way. 

That this miftake (hould prevail for a time, is 
very natural. When convidtion is prefenr, and 
temptation out of fight, we do not eafily conceive 
how any reafonable being can deviate from his true 
intcreft. What ought to be done while it yet hangs 
only in fpeculatton, is fo plain and certain, that 
there is no place for doubt * the whole foul yields 
itfrlf to the predominance of trutbj and readily de- 
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trrmincs to do what, when the time of aftion comes, 
will be at laft omitted* 

I believe moft men may review all the lives that 
have paffed within their obfervation, without re- 
membering one efficacious resolution, or betng able 
to cell a (ingle inftance of a courfe of practice fud- 
denly changed in confequence of a change of opi- 
nion, or an eftabliftunent of determination. Many 
indeed alter their conduit, and are not at fifty what 
they were at thirty, but they commonly varied im- 
perceptibly from themfelves, followed the train of 
external eaufes, and rather fuffered reformation than 
» made it. 

It is not uncommon to charge the difference be- 
tween promife and performance, between profeffion 
and reality, upon deep defign and ftudied deceit ; 
but the truth is, that there is very little hypocrify 
in the world; we do not -fo often endeavour of 
wilh to impofe on others as on ourfelves - r we re- 
folvc to do right, we hope to keep our refolytions, 
we declare them to confirm our own hope, and 
fix our own inconftancy by calling witnefles of 
our actions ; but at laft habit prevails, and thofc 
whom we invited to our triumph, laugh at our 
defeat. 

Cuftom is commonly too ftrong for the moft re- 
folute refolver, though furnilhed for the afiault with 
all the weapons of philofophy. " He that endea- 
u vours to free himfelf from an ill habit," fays 
Bacon, " mud not change too much at a time, left 
" he fhould be difcouraged by difficulty j nor 
<c too little, for then he will make but flow ad- 
" vances." This is a precept which uwf a.^- 
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plauded in a book, but will fail in the trial, La 
which every change will be found too great or km 
Uttle. Thofc frho have been able to conquer habi c, 
are like thofe that are fabled to have returned from 
the realms of Pluto : 

Pauci, qui* aquus amavit 
Jupfitt) atqui ardens evexit ad athera virtus* 

They arc fufficient to give hope, but not fc- 
curity $ to animate the conteft, but not to promife 
vi&ory f 

\ Thofe who are in the power of evil habits muft 
conquer them as they can ; and conquered they muft 
be, or neither wifdom nor happinefs can be at* 
fained : but thofe who are not yet fubjeft to their 
influence may, by timely caution, preferve their 
freedomi they may effe&ually refolve to efcape 
the tyrant, whom they will very vainly refolve to 
conquer. 



Numb. 28. Saturday, Ofiobcr 28, 17584 
ft the IDLER. 

SIR, 

IT is very eafy for a man who fits idle at home* 
and has nobody to pleafe but himfelf, to ridicule 
or to cenfure the common pradtices of mankind ; 
and thofe who have no prefent temptation to break 
the rules of propriety, may applaud his judgment, 
and join in his merriments but let the author or his 
readers mingle with common life, they will find 
themfelves irrcfiftibly borne away by the ftream of 
cuftom, and muft fubmit,. after they have laughed 
at others, to give others the fame opportunity of 
laughing at them. 

There is no paper publiihed by the Idler wliich I 
have read with more approbation than that which 
cenfures the practice of recording vulgar marriages 
in the newfpapers. I carried it about in my 
pocket, and read it to all thofe whom I fufpc&ed 
of having publifhed their nuptials, or of being 
inclined to publifh them, and fent tranferipts of 
it to all the couples that tranfgreflcd your precepts 
for the next fortnight. I hoped that they were all 
vexed, and pleafed myfclf with imagining their 
mifery. 

But fliort is the triumph of maligniry. I was 
married laft week to Mifs Mohair % the daughter 
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of a falcfman; and ac my firft appearance afti 
the wedding night, was afked by my wife's moche 
whether I had fent our marriage to the Advertifer 
I endeavoured to (hew how unfit it was to dcmai 
the attention of the publick to our domeftick a 
fairs; but (he told me, with great vehemenc 
" That flic would not have it thought to be 
" ftolen match; that the blood of the Mobm 
€< (hould never be difgracedj that her hufbai 
€€ had ferved all the parifh offices but one $ th 
€S (he had lived five and thirty years at the (an 
€C houfe, had paid every body twenty (hillings 
" the pound, and would have me know, thouj 
" (he was not as fine and as flaunting as Mj 
€C Ginghum, the deputy's wife, (he was not afham 
c< to tell her name, and would (hew her face wi 
" the beft of them, and fince I had married h 

€€ daughter " At this inftant entered my ( 

ther-in-law, a grave man, from whom I exped 
fuccour i but upon hearing the cafe he told n* 
<c That it would be very imprudent to mifs fu 
f< an opportunity of advertifing my (hop ; and th 
" when notice was given of my marriage, mai 
u of my wife's friends would think themfclv 
ff obliged to be my cuftomers." I was fubdued I 
clamour on one fide, and gravity on the other, ai 
fhall k* obliged to tell the town, that three days *g 
Timothy Mufhroom, an eminent oilman in Sei-Cc 
Lome, was married to Mifs Polly Mohair of Lot) 
bury, a beautiful young lady, with a large fortune. 

I am, SIR, &c. 
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SIR, 

J AM the unfortunate wife of the grocer whole 
letter you publifhed about ten weeks ago, in 
Which he complains, like a forry fellow, that I loiter 
ia the (hop with my needle-work in my hand, and 
that I oblige him to take me out on Sundays, and 
keep a girl to look after the child. Sweet Mr. Idler, 
if you did but know all, you would give no encou- 
ragement to fuch an unreasonable grumbler. I 
brought him three hundred pounds, which fet hint 
tip in a (hop, and bought in a ftock, on which, with 
good management, we might live comfortably ; but 
now I have given him a (hop, I am forced to watch 
him and the fhop too. I will tell you, Mr. Idler, 
how it is. There is an alehoufe over the way with z, 
ninepin alley, to which he is fure to run when I turn 
my back, and there lofes his money, for he plays at 
ninepins as he does every thing elfe. While he is 
at this favourite fport, he fets a dirty boy to watch 
hi* door, and call him to his cuftomers, but he U 
ling in coming, and fo rude when he comes, that 
our cuftom falls off every day. 

Thofe who cannot govern themfelves, muft be 
governed. I have refolved to keep him for the fu- 
ture behind his counter, and let him bounce at his 
cuftomers if he dares. I cannot be above ftairs and 
below at the fame time, and have therefore taken a 
girl to look after the child and drefs the dinner; 
and, after all, pray who is to blame ? 

On a Sunday, k is true, I make him walk abroad, 
and fometimes carry the child; I wonder who fhould 
carry it ! But 1 never take him out till after church- 
6 
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time, nor would do it then, but that, if he is lefic: 
alone, he will be upon the bed. On a SvmJmj, ME" 
he ftays at home, he has fix meals, and, when he can 
eat no longer, has twenty ftratagems to efcape &qowl 
me to the alehoufe ; but I commonly keep the door 
locked, till Monday produces fomething for him x» 



This is the true (late of the cafe, and thefe are the 
provocations for which he has written his letter t» 
you. I hope you will write a paper to fhew, that, if 
a wife mult fpend her whole time in watching her 
hulband, fhe cannot conveniently tend her child, or 
fit at her needle. 



HERE is in this town a fpecies of oppreflldn 



which the law has not hitherto prevented ot re* 
dreffed. 

I am a chairman. You know, Sir, we come when 
we are called, and are expe&ed to carry all who re- 
quire our afliftance. It is common for men of the 
moft unwieldy corpulence to crowd themfelvcs into a 
chair, and demand to be carried for a (hilling as far 
as an airy young lady whom we fcarcely feel upon 
our poles. Surely we ought to be paid like all other 
mortals in proportion to our labour. Engines fhould 
be fixed in proper places to weigh chairs as they 
- weigh waggons ; and thofe whom eafe and plenty 
fcave made unable to carry themfclves* fhould give 
part of their fuperfluities to thofe who carry them. 



do. 



I am, S I R, &c» 



S I Rj 




I am, S I R, &c. 
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Numb. 29. 'Saturday, November 4, 1758. 
To the IDLER, 

S I R, 

1H AVE often obferved, that friends arc loft by 
discontinuance of intercourfe without any offence 
on either part, and have long known, that it is more 
dangerous to be forgotten than to be blamed ; I 
therefore make hafte to fend you the reft of my ftory, 
left, Vy the delay of another fortnight, the name of 
Betty Bream might be no longer remembered by you 
or your readers. 

Having left the laft place in hafte to avoid the 
charge Qr the fufpicion of theft, I had not fecured 
another fervice, and was forced to take a lodging in 
a back ftreet. I had now got good clothes. The 
woman who lived in the garret oppofite to mine was 
rcry officious, and offered to take care of my room 
and clean it, while I went round to my acquaintance 
to enquire for a miftrefs. I knew not why fhe was 
fb kind, nor how I could recompenfe her j but in a 
few cfays I miffed fome of my linen, went to another 
lodging, and refolved not to have another friend in 
the next garret. 

In fix weeks I became under-maid at the houfe of 
* mercer in Cornbill, whofe fon was his apprentice. 
The young gentleman ufed to fit late at the tavern, 
without the knowledge of his father ; and I was or- 
dered by my miftrefr to let him in (Ucatly to hv* bed 
Vol. VIII. I wkt 
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under the counter, and to be very careful to take 
away his candle. The hours which I was obliged to 

watch, whilft the reft of the family was in bed> I coa- 
fidcrcd as fupcrnumerary, and, having no buGncfs 
affigncd for them, thought mylelf at liberty to fpehd 
them my own way : I kept myfclf awake with a 
book, and for fome time liked my ftate the better 
for this opportunity of reading. At laft, the upper- 
maid found my book, and (hewed it to my miftreft, 
who told me, that wenches like me might fpend their 
time better j that (he never knew any of the readers 
that had good defigns in their heads ; that (he could 
always find fomething elfe to do with her time, than 
to puzzle over books and did not like that fuch a 
fine lady (hould fit up for her young matter. 

This was the firft time that I found it thought cri- 
minal or dangerous to know how to read. I was dif- 
mifled decently, left I fiiould tell tales, and had a 
Imall gratuity above my wages. 

I then lived with a gentlewoman of a fmall for- 
tune. This was the only happy part of my life. My 
miftrefs, for whom publick diverfions were too ex- 
penfive, fpent her time with books, and was pleafed 
Co find a maid who could partake her amufements. 
1 rofe early in the morning, that I might have time 
in the afternoon to read or liften, and was fuffcred to 
tell my opinion, or exprefs my delight. Thus fif- 
teen months Hole away, in which I did not repine 
that I was born to fcrvitude. But a burning fever 
feized my miftrefs, of whom I (hall fay no more, 
than that her fcrvant wept upon her grave. 

I had lived in a kind of luxury, which made me 
ray unfit for another place \ acid taxhec too de- 
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Kcitc for the converfation of a kitchen ; fo that when 
I was hired in the family of an Eaft India direftor, 
my behaviour was fo different, as they faid, from 
that of a common fervant, that they concluded me a 
gentlewoman in difguife, and turned me out in three 
weeks, oa fufpicion of fome defign which they could 
not comprehend. 

I then fled for refuge to the other end of the town, 
where I hoped to find no obftrudlion from my new 
accomplifhments, and was hired under the houfe- 
keeper in a fplcndid family. Here I was too wife for 
the maids, and too nice for the footmen; yet I 
might have lived on without much uneafinefs, had 
not my miftrefs, the houfekeeper, who ufed to cm- 
ploy me in buying neceflaries for the family, found 
a bill which I had made of one day's expences. I 
fuppofe it did not quite agree with her own book, 
for Ihc fiercely declared her refolution, that there 
fhoiAd be no pen and ink in that kitchen but her 
own. 

She had the juftice, or the prudence, not to injure 
my reputation ; and I was eafily admitted into an- 
other houfe in the neighbourhood, where my bufi- 
ne(s was to fweep the rooms and make the beds. 
Here I was, for fome time, the favourite of Mrs. 
Simper, my lady's woman, who could not bear the 
vulgar girls, and was happy in the attendance of a 
young woman of fome education. Mrs. Simper loved 
a novel, though flie could not read hard words, and 
therefore, when her lady was abroad, we always laid 
hold on her books. At laft, my abilities became fo 
much celebrated, that the houfe-fteward ufed to em- 
plojr me in keeping his accounts. Mr* • Sirojcr tS^rh 

I 2 toosA 
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found out, that my faucincfs wis grown to fuck a 
heigh*£hat nobody could endure it, and told mj 
lady, that there never had been a room well fwepe 
fince Betty Broom came into the houfe. 

I was then hired by a confumptive lady, who 
wanted a maid that could read and write. I attended 
her four years, and though (he was never pleaftd* 
yet when I declared my refolution to leave her* lie 
burft into tears, and told me that I moft bear the 
peeviflinefs of a lick bed, and I fhould find myfclf 
remembered in her will. I complied, and a codicil 
was added in my favour; but in lefs than a week, 
when I fet her gruel before her, I laid the fpooo on 
the left fide, and flic threw her will into the fire. 
In two days (he made another, which (he burnt in 
the fame manner becaufe (he could not eat her 
chicken. A third was made, and deftroyed becaufe 
(he heard a moufe within the wainfcot, and was (ore 
that I fhould fuffer her to be carried away 4ive. 
After this I was for fome time out of favour, but as 
her illnefs grew upon her, refentment and fullenneis 
gave way to kinder fentiments. She died, and left 
me five hundred pounds* with this fortune I am 
going to fettle in my native parifh, where I refolvc 
to fpend fome hours every day in teaching poor girls 
to read and write. 

I am, S I R, 

Your bumble fervant, 



Bitty B&ooai. 
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Numb. 30. Saturday, November 1 1, 1758. 

THE defircs of man encreafe with his acquifi- 
tions; every ftep which he advances brings 
ibmething within his view, which he did not fee be- 
fore, and which, as foon as he fees it, he begins to 
want. Where neceffity ends, curiofity begins ; and 
Uo fooner are we fupplied with every thing that na- 
ture can demand, than we fit down to contrive arti- 
ficial appetites. 

By this refllefihefs of mind, every populous and 
wealthy city is filled with innumerable employments, 
for which the greater part of mankind is without a 
name; with artificers, whofe labour is exerted irt 
prancing fuch petty conveniences, that many (hops 
are furniflied with inftruments, of which the ufe can 
hardly be found without enquiry, but which he that 
once knows them quickly learns to number among 
necefiary things. 

Such is the diligence with which, in countries 
completely civilized, one part of mankind labours 
for another, that wants are fupplied fafter than they 
can be formed, and the idle and luxurious find life 
ftagnatc for want of fome defire to keep it in motion. 
This fpecies of diftrefs furnifhes a new fct of occu- 
pations; and multitudes are bufied, from day to 
day, in finding the rich and the fortunate fomething 
to do. 

13 * 
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It is very common to reproach thofc artrfts asufc* 
lefs, who produce only fuch fuperfluities as neither 
accommodate the body nor improve the mind j and 
of which no other effett can be imagined, than that 
they are the occafions of fpending money, and con- 
fuming time. 

But this cenfure will be mitigated, when it is 
ferioufly confidcred, that money and time arc Ac 
heavicft burthens of life, and that the unhappieft of 
all mortals arc thofe who have more of either than 
they know how to ufe. To fet himfelf free from 
thefc incumbrances, one hurries to Newmarket ; an- 
other travels over Europe ; one pulls down his houfe 
and calls architefts about him $ another buys a feat 
in the country, and follows his hounds over hedges 
and through rivers ; one makes coUe&ions of (hells i 
and another fearches the world for tulips and carna- 
Cions. 

He is.furely a publick bencfaftor who findsitm- 
ployment for thofe to whom it is thus difficult to 
find it for themfelves. It is true that this is feldom 
done merely from gcnerofity or compafTion almoft 
every man leeks his own advantage in helping others, 
and therefore it is too common for mercenary offici- 
oufneis to confider rather what is grateful, than what 
is right. 

We all know that it is more profitable to b<r 
loved than dlccmtcl ; and miniilers of pleafure *:ll 
always be found, who (tudy to make themfelves ne- 
ctary, and to fupplant thole who arc practifing the 
fame arts. 

One of the amufemer.ts of idlcnefs is reading with- 
out the fatigue of civic attention, and the world 
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si therefore fwarms with writers whofe wifli is not to be 
M ftudicd, but to be read. 

i No fpecies of literary men has lately been fo much 
¥ multiplied as the writers of news. Not many 
I years ago the nation was content with one gazette $ 
I but now we have not only in the metropolis pa- 
' pers for every morning and every evening, but al- 
moft every large town has its weekly hiftorian, who 
regularly circulates his periodical intelligence, and 
fills the villages of his diftridtwith conje&ures on the 
events of war, and with debates on the true intereft 
of Europe. 

To write news in its perfection requires fuch a 
combination of qualities, that a man completely 
fitted for the talk is not always to be found. In Sir 
Henry Wottoris jocular definition, An ambaffador is 
faid to be a man of virtue Jent abroad to tell lies for the 
advantage of bis country ; a news- writer is a man with* 
out^virtue, who writes lies at home for bis own profit., 
To thefe cornpofitions is required neither genius nor 
knowledge, neither induftry nor fprightlinefs but 
Contempt of fhame and indifference to truth are ab- 
folutely neceflary. He who by a long familiarity 
with infamy has obtained thefe qualities, may con- 
fidently tell to-day what he intends to contradift to- 
morrow; he may affirm fearlefsly what he knowr 
that he fhall be obliged to recant, and may write 
letters from Amfterdam or Drefden to himfelf. 

In a time of war the nation is always of one mind, 
eager to hear fomc{hing good of thcmfelves and ill 
of the enemy. At this time the talk of news- 
writers is eafy : they have nothing to do but to telly 
that a battle is expefted, and afterwards that a battle 

I 4. 
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has been fought, in which we and our friends, whe- 
ther conquering or conquered, did all, and our ene- 
mies did nothing. 

Scarce any thing awakes attention like a tale of 
cruelty. The writer of news never fails in the in- 
termiffion of aftion to tell how the enemies murdered 
children and raviflied virgins ; and if die fceue of 
adion be fomewhat diftant, fcalps half the inhabit- 
ants of a province. 

Among the calamities of war may be juftly num- 
bered the diminution of the love of truth, by the 
falfehoods which intereft dictates and credulity en- 
courages. A peace will equally leave the warrior 
and relator of wars deftitute of employment ; and 
I know not whether more is to be dreaded from 
ftreets filled with foldiers accuftomed to plunder, 
or from garrets filled with fcribblers accuftomed to 
lie. 



THE IDLER. 



Numb. 31. Saturday, November 18, 1758. 

MANY moralifts have remarked, that pride 
has of^all human vices the,wideft dominion, 
appears in the greatcft multiplicity of forms, and lies 
hid under the greatcft variety of difguifes ; of dif- 
guifes, which, like the moon's veil of brigbtnefs, are 
both its luftre and its Jbade, and betray it to others, 
though they hide it from ourfelves. 

It is not my intention to degrade pride from this 
pre-eminence of mifchief ; yet I know not whether 
idlenefs may not maintain a vejy doubtful and ob- 
ftinate competition. 

There are fome that profefs idlenefs in its full 
dignity, who call themfelves the Idle, as Buftris in 
the play calls him/elf the proud ; who boaft that they 
do nothing, and thank their ftars that they have 
nothing to do ; who fleep every night till they can 
fleep no longer, and rife only that exercife may 
enable them to fleep again ; who prolong the reign 
of darknefs by double curtains, and never fee the 
fun but to tell him bow they bate bis beams ; whofe 
whole labour is to vary the poftures of indulgence, 
and whofe day differs from their night but as a couch 
or chair differs from a bed. 

Thefe are the true and open votaries of idlenefs, 
for whom lhc weaves the garlands of poppies, and 
into whofe cup (he pours the waters of oblivion ; 
whdexift in a ftate of unruffled ftupidity, forgetting 
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and forgotten $ who have long ceafed to 
at whofe death the furvivors can only lay, 
have ceafed to breathe. 

But idlenefs predominates in many live 
is not fufpedted j for, being a vice wh 
nates iti itfelf, it may be enjoyed withou 
others ; and is therefore not watched 1 
which endangers property ; or like pri 
naturally feeks its gratifications in anot 
riority. Idlenefs is a filent and peacefi 
that neither raifes envy by oftentation, 
by oppofition* and therefore nobody is b; 
furc or deteft it. 

As pride fometimes is hid under humi 
nefs is often covered by turbulence and h 
that negle&s his known duty and real err 
naturally endeavours to crowd his mind i 
thing that may bar out the remembrance 
folly, and does any thing but wh;;t he ou 
with eager diligence, that he may keep 
his own favour. 

Some are always in a flate of prcparati 
pied in previous meafures, forming plins, 
lating materials, and providing for the m 
Thefc are certainly under the fecret powc 
nefs. Nothing is to be expected from 
man whofe tools are for ever to be lbugl 
once told by a great mailer, that no ma 
celled in painting, who was eminently cur 
pencils and colours. 

There are others to whom idlenefs difta: 
expedient, by which life may be palled ur 
4way without the tciiioufncf* of many vac 
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The art is, to fill the day with petty bufiaefs, to 
have always fomething in hand which may raife cu* 
riofity, but not folicitude, and keep the mind in a 
ftate of adfcion, but not of labour. . 

This art has for many years been praftifed by my 
old friend Sober with wonderful fuccefs. Sober is a 
man of ftrong defires and quick invagination, fo ex- 
actly balanced by the love of eafc, that they can 
feldom ftimulatc him. to any difficult undertaking $ 
they have, however, fo much power, that they will 
not fuffcr him to lie quite at reft, and though they 
do not make him fufficicntly ufeful to others, they 
make him at leaft weary of himfelf. 

Mr. Sober's chief pleafure is convention ; there 
is no end of his talk or his attention ; to fpeak or 
to hear is equally pleafing ; for he ftill fancies that 
he is teaching or learning fomething, and is free for 
the time from his own reproaches. 

But there is one time at night when he muft gd 
home, that his friends may deep ; and another time 
in the morning, when all the world agrees to fliut 
out interruption. Thefe are the moments of which 
poor Sober trembles at the thought. But the mifery 
of thefe tirefome intervals, he has many means of 
alleviating. He has perfuaded himfelf, that the 
manual arts are undefervedly overlooked ; he has 
obferved in many trades the pffe&s of clofe thought, 
and juft ratiocination. From fpeculation he pro- 
ceeded to praftice, and fupplied himfelf with the 
tools of a carpenter, with which he mended his coal- 
box very fuccefsfully, and which he ftill continues 
to employ, as he finds occafioo. 
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He has attempted at other times the Crafts of tb 
fhoemaker, tinman, plumber, and potter; in al 
thefe arts he has failed, and refolves to qualify him 
felf for them by better information. But his dail] 
amufement is chemiftry. He has a fmall furnace 
which he employs in diftillation, and which has l«n( 
been the folaee qf his life. He draws oils and wa 
ters, and eflences and fpirits, which he knows to b 
of no ufe ; fits and counts the drops as they con* 
from his retort, and forgets that, whilft a drop t 
falling, a moment flies away. 

Poor Sefrtr! I have often teazed him with reproof 
and he has often promifed reformation ; for no mai 
is fo much open to convi&ion as the Idler, but then 
is none on whom it operates fo little. What will b 
the eflfctt of this paper I know not ; perhaps he wil 
read it and laugh; and light the fire in his furnace 
but my hope is, that he will quit his trifles, and be 
take himfelf to rational and ufeful diligence. 
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Numb. 32. Saturday, November 25, 1758. 

AMONG the innumerable mortifications that 
way-lay human arrogance on every fide, may 
well be reckoned our ignorance of the mod com- 
mon objefts and effedts, a defedt of which we become 
more fenfible by every attempt to fupply it. Vul- 
gar and inactive minds confound familiarity with 
knowledge, and conceive themfelves informed of the 
whole nature of things when they are fhewn their 
form or told their ufe ; but the fpeculatift, who 19 
not content with fuperficial views, harafies himfelf 
with fruitlefs curiofity, and ftill as £e enquires more, 
perceives only that he knows lefs. 

Sleep is a ftate in which a great part of every life 
is pafled. No animal has been yet difcovered, whofil 
exiftence is not varied with intervals of infenfibility* 
and fome late philofophers have extended the empire 
of deep over the vegetable world. 

Yet of this change, fo frequent, fo great, fo gene- 
ral, and fo neceffary, no fearcher has yet found either 
the efficient or final caufe ; or can tell by what power 
the mind and body are thus chained down in irrc- 
fiftible ftupefa&ion; or what benefits the animal 
receives from this alternate fufpenfion of its a&ive 
powers. 

Whatever may be the multiplicity or contrariety 
of opinions upon this fubjeft, nature has taken fuf- 
ficient care that theory fhall have little influence Qti 
practice. The moft diligent enquixct \a w*. *>\& 
5 \w% 
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long to keep his eyes open ; the mod eager difputa 
will begin about midnight to defert his argumen 
and, once in four and twenty hours, the gay tod f 
gloomy, the witty and the dull, the clamorous a 
the filcnt, the bufy and the idle, are all ovcrpowcT 
by the gentle tyrant, and all lie down in the equal 
of flecp. 

Philofophy has often attempted to reprefe inl 
lence, by aflerting, that all conditions are levell 
by death j a pofition which, however it may dej< 
the happy, will feldom afford much comfort to t 
wretched. It is far more pleafing to confider, t} 
flecp is equally a leveller with death ; that the thr 
is never at a great diftance, when the balm of r 
ftiall be effufed alike upon every head, when the c 
verities of life ^all (lop their operation, and t 
high and the low (hall lie down together. 

It is fomewherc recorded of Alexander^ that in t 
pride of conquefts, and intoxication of flattery, \ 
declared that he only perceived himfclf to be a m 
by the neceflity of deep. Whether he confider 
flecp as ncceflary to his mind or body, it was indc< 
a fufficient evidence of human infirmity ; the bo< 
which required fuch frequency of renovation, ga 
but faint promifes of immortality ; and the mil 
which, from time to time, funk gladly into infenl 
bility, had made no very near approaches to the f 
licity of the fupreme and felf-fufficient nature. 

I know not what can tend more to reprefs all tl 
paffions that difturb the peace of the world, than tl 
conflderation that there is no height of happinefs < 
honour, from which man does not eagerly defcer 
to m (buc of unconfeious rcpofc \ tta& \tvc bed coi 
6 &v 
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dition of life is fiich, that we contentedly quit its 
good to be difentangled from its evils 5 .that in a 
few hours fplendor fades before the eye, and praife 
itfdf deadens in the ear ; the fenfes withdraw from 
their obje&s, and reafon favours the retreat. 

What then are the hopes and profpedts -of covet- 
oufnefs, ambition, and rapacity? Let him that dc- 
fires moft have all his defires gratified, he nevtr ihall 
attain a ftate, which he can, for a day and a night* 
contemplate with fatisfaftion, or from which, if he 
had the power of perpetual vigilance, he would not 
long for periodical feparations. 

All envy would be extinguiftied, if it were uni- 
verfally known that there are none to beenvied, and 
furely none can be much envied who are not pleafed 
with themfelves. There is reafon ^to fufpedt, that 
the diftin&ions of mankind have more fhew than 
value, when it is found that all agree to be weary v 
alike of pleafures and of cares j that the powerful 
and the weak, the celebrated and obfeure, join in 
one common wilh, and implore from nature's haad 
the ne&ar of oblivion. 

Such is our defire of abftra&ion from ourfelves* 
that very few are fatisfied with the quantity of ftu- 
pefaftion which the needs of the body force upon 
the mind. Alexander himfelf added intemperance 
to fleep, and folaced with the fumes of wine the fo- 
▼ereignty of the world ; and almofl: every man has 
fome art, by which he deals his thoughts away from 
his prefent ftate. 

It is not much of life that is fpent in clofe atten- 
tion to any important duty. Many hours of every 
day arc fuffered to fly away without any uac« k& 
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upon the intellects. We fuffer phantoms to rife o( 
before us, and amufe ourfelves with the dance o 
airy images, which, after a time, we difmift for ever 
and know not how we have been bufied. 

Many have no happier moments than thofe thi 
they pals in folitude, abandoned to their own imagi 
nation, which fometimes puts fceptres in their hand 
or mitf es on their heads, fhifts the fcene of pleafui 
with endlefs variety, bids all the forms of beaut 
iparkle before them, and gluts them with cva 
change of vifionary luxury. 

It is eafy in thefe femi-flumbers to colle& all th 
poflibilities of happinefs, to alter the courfe of th 
fun, to bring back the paft, and anticipate the futun 
to unite all the beauties of all feafons, and all th 
blcflings of all climates, to receive and beftow fcli 
city, and forget that mifery is the lot of man. Al 
this is a voluntary dream, a temporary receflion froc 
the realities of life to airy fidions i and habitual fub 
je&ion of reafon to fancy. 

Others are afraid to be alone, and amufe them 
felvcs by a perpetual fucceflion of companions : bv 
the difference is not great ; in folitude we have on 
dreams to ourfelves, and in company we agree t 
dream in conceit. The end fought in both is for 
getfulnefsof ourfelves. 
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Numb. 33. Saturday, December 2> 1758. 

[I hope the author of the following letter will ex- 
cuse the omifiion of fome parts, and allow me to 
remark, that the Journal of the Citizen in the 
SpeBator has almoft precluded the attempt of any 
future writer.] 



-Non it a Rom u It 



Pnefcriptum, & intonfiC atoms 

jiujpiciis, vetcrumqui norma* Hor. 

SIR, 

YOU have often fblici'ted correfpondence. I 
have fertt you the Journal of a Senior Fellow^ 
dr Genuine Idler > jiift tranfrlnittcd from Cambridge by 
a facetious correfpondent, and warranted to have 
been tranferibed from the common-place book of 
the journalift. 

Monday Nine 0* Clock. Turned off my bed-maker 
for waking me at eight. Weather rainy. Con- 
sulted my weather-glafs. No hopes of a ride be- 
fore dinner. 

Ditto, 'Ten. After breakfaft, tranferibed half a 

feraion from Dr. Hickman. N. B. Never to tran- 

♦ 

fcribe any more from Calamy Mrs. Pilcocks, at my 
curacy, having one volume of that author lying in 
her parlour-window. 

Vol. VIII. K Ditto % 
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D///0, Eleven. Went down into my cdlar. Mm. 
My Mountain will be fit to drink in a month's time. 
JV. 2?. To remove the five-year-old port into the 
new bin on the left hand. 

Ditto, T welve. Mended a pen. Looked at my 
wcather-glafs again. Quickfilver very low. Shaved. 
Barber's hand fhakes. 

Ditto, One. Dined alone in my room on a foal. 
N. B. The fhrimp-fauce not fo good as Mr. H. of 
Peterboufe and I ufed to eat in London laft winter 
at the Mitre in FUet-ftreet. Sat down to a pint of 
Madeira. Mr. //. furprifed me over it. We finifhed 
two bottles of port together, and were very cheerful. 
Mem. To dine with Mr. H. at Peterboufe next Wei- 
ne/day. One of the diflics a leg of pork and peafe, 
by my defirc. 

Ditto, Six. Newfpaper in the common-room. 

Ditto, Seven. Returned to my room. Made a 
tiff of warm punch, and to bed before nines did 
not fall aflecp till ten, a young fellow-commoner 
being very noify over my head. 

Tuefday, Nine. Rofe fqueamifh. A fine more* 
ing. Weather-glafs very high. 

Ditto, Ten. Ordered my horfe, and rode to the 
five-mile ftonc on the Newmarket road. Appetite 
gets better. A pack of hounds, in full cry, crofled 
the road, and (tarried m> horfe. 

Ditto, T wehe. Drcft. Found a letter on my tabic 
to be in London the 1 9th inft. Befpoke a new wig. 

Ditto, One. At dinner in the hall. Too much 
water in the foup. Dr. Dry always orders the beef 
to be falted too mnch for me. 

5 Ditto, 
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Ditto, Two. In the common-room. Dr. Dry 
gave us an in fiance of a gentleman who kept the 
jgout out of his ftomach by drinking old Madeira. 
Converfation chiefly on the expeditions. Company 
broke up at four. Dr. Dry and myfelf played at 
back-gammon for a brace of fnipes. Won. 

Ditto, Five. At the coffee-houfe. Met Mr. H. 
there. Could not get a fight of the Monitor. 

Ditto, Seven. Returned home, and ftirred my fire. 
Went to the common-room, and fupped oh the fnipes 
With Dr. Dry. 

Ditto, Eight. Began the evening in the common- 
toom. Dr. Dry told feveral ftories. Were very 
merry. Our new fellow, that ftudies phyfick, very 
) talkative toward twelve. Pretends he will bring the 
I youngeft Mifs to drink tea with me foon. Im- 
pertinent blockhead ! * 

Wcdnejday, Nine. Alarmed with a pain in my 
ancle. j£. The gout ? Fear I can't dine at Peter- 
ioufe; but I hope a ride will fet all to rights. Wea- 
ther-glafs below fair. 

Ditto, Ten. Mounted my horfe, though the wea- 
ther fufpicious. Pain in my ancle entirely gone. 
Catched in a fhower coming back. Convinced that 
my weather-glafs is the beft in Cambridge. 

Ditto, Twelve. Dreft. Sauntered up to the Fijh- 
nmgers-bill. Met Mr. //, and went with him to 
Peterboufe. Cook macle us wait thirty-fix minutes 
beyond the time. The company, fome of my Ema- 
nuel friends. For dinner, a pair of foals, a leg of 
pork and peafc, among other things. Mem. Peafe- 
pudding not boiled enough. Cook reprimanded and 
fconced in my prefencc. 

K 2 DUto* 
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D/7/*, after dinner. Pain in my ancle returns* 1 
Dull all the afternoon. Raillied for being no com* 
pany. Mr. H.'s account of the accommodations oo 
the road in his Bath journey. \ 

Ditto, Six. Got into fpirits. Never was more 
chatty. We fat late at whift. Mr. H. and felf 
agreed at parting to take a gentle ride, and dine it 
the old houfe on the London road to-morrow. 

Thar/Jay, Nine. My fempftrefs. She has loft die 
meafure of my wrift. Forced to be meafurcd again. 
The baggage has got a trick of fmiling. 

Ditto, Ten to Eleven. Made fome rappee-fnuff. 
Read the magazines. Received a prefent of pickles 
from Mifs Pilcccks. Mem. To fend in return fome 
collared eel, which I know both the old lady and 
mifs are fond of. 

Ditto, Eleven. Glafs velf high. Mounted at the 
gate with Mr. //. Horfe fkittifh, and wants exer- 
cife. Arrive at the old houfe. All the provifions 
befpokc by fome rakifti fellow-commoner in the next 
room, who had been on a fcheme to Newmarket. 
Could get nothing but mutton-chops off the worft 
end* Port very new. Agree to try fome other 
houfe to-morrow. 

Herb the Journal breaks off: for the next morn- 
ing, as my friend informs me, our genial academick 
was waked with a fevere fit of the gout ; and, at 
prefent, enjoys all the dignity of that difeafe. But 
I believe we have loft nothing by this interruption : 
fince a continuation of the remainder of the Jour- 
nal, through the remainder of the week, would moft 
probably have exhibited nothing more than a re- 

6 \!K*3Q& 
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pcatcd relation of the fame circumftances of idling 
and luxury. 

I hope it will not be concluded, from this fpeci- 
men of academick life, that I have attempted to 
decry our univerfitics. If literature is not the ef- 
fcnrial requifite of the modern academick, I am yet 
pcrfuaded, that Cambridge and Oxford, however de- 
generated, furpafs the fafliionable academies of our 
metropolis, and the gymnafta of foreign countries. 
The number of learned perfons in thefe celebrated 
feats is ftill confiderable, and more conveniences 
and opportunities for ftudy ftill fubfift in them* than 
in any other place. There is at leaft one very power- 
ful incentive to learning \ I jnean the Genius of the 
place. It is a fort of infpiring deity, which every 
youth of quick fenfibility and ingenuous difpofition 
creates to hhiifelf, by pflefting, that he is placed 
under thofe venerable walls, where a Hooker and a 
Hammond, a Bacon and a, Newton, once purfued 
the fame courfe of fcience, and from whence they 
foared to the moft elevated heights of literary fame. 
This is that incitement which Tully, according to his 
own teftimony, experienced at Athens, when he con-* 
templated the porticos where Socrates fat, and the 
laurel-groves where Plato difputed. But there are 
other circumftances, and of the higheft importance, 
which render our colleges fuperior to all other places 
of education. Their inftitutions, although fomewhat 
fallen from their primaeval fimplicity, are fuch as in- 
fluence, in a particular manner, the mor^l conduft of 
their youth ; and in this general depravity of man- 
ners and laxity of principles, pure religion is no 
where more ftrongly inculcated. The acadmit^ 

K ^ ^ 
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they arc prefumptuoufly ftyled, arc too low to be 
mentioned ; and foreign feminaries arc likely to pre- 
judice the unwary miad with Calyinifm. But Elf 
Ufa univerfities render their ftudents virtuous, at leal 
by excluding all opportunities of vice; aivd, b 
teaching them the principles of the Church of £ij 
lafiJy confirm them in thole of true chriftianity. 



Numb. 34. Saturday, December 9, 1758 

TO iliuftrate one thing by its refemblance 
another, has been always the moft popu 
and efficacious art of inft; u&ion. There is ind< 
no other method of teaching that of which any on< 
ignorant but by means of fomething already lino* 
and a mind lo enlarged by contemplation and < 
quiry, that it has always many objects within 
view, will feldom be long without fome near 1 
familiar image through which an eafy tranfuion it 
be made to truths more dittant and oblcurc. 

Of the parallels which have been drawn by 1 
and tuiiofity, fome are literal and real, as betwi 
poctiy and painting, two arts which purfue t!ie fa 
end, by the operation of the fame mental faculti 
:irul which differ only as the one represents things 
mario [permanent and natural, the other by figns ; 
tidemal and arbitrary. The one therefore is n> 
cafily and generally underllood, fincc fimilitude 
for.n i» immediately perceived * the other is capa 
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of conveying more ideas, for men have thought and 
fpoken of many things which they do not f<?e. 

Other parallels are fortuitous and fanciful, yet 
tbcfe have fomctimes been extended to many parti- 
culars of refemblance by a lucky concurrence of 
diligence and chance. The animal body is com- 
pofcd of many members, united under the direction 
of one mind $ any number of individuals, connect- 
ed for fome common purpofe, is therefore called a 
body. From this participation of the fame appella- 
tion arofe the comparifon of the body natural and 
btty politick, of which, how far foevcr it has been 
deduced, no end has hitherto been found. 

In thefe imaginary fimilitudes, the fame word is 
|ifcd at once in its primitive and metaphorical fenfe. 
Thus health, afcribed to the body natural, is oppofed 
to ficknefs ; but attributed to the body politick (lands 
as contrary to. adverfity, Thefe parallels therefore 
have more of genius but left of truth \ they often 
pleafe, but they never convince. 

Of this fcind is a curious fpeculation frequently in- 
dulged by a philofopher of my acquaintance, who had 
difcovered, that the qualities requifite to convcrfation 
are very exadly reprefented by a bowl of punch. 

Punch, fays this profound inveftigator, is a liquor 
compounded of fpirit and acid juices, fugar and wa- 
ter. The fpirit, volatile and fiery, is the proper em- 
blem of vivacity and wit ; the acidity of the lemon 
will very aptly figure pungency of raillery, and acri- 
mony of cenfure ; fugar is the natural reprefentative 
of lufcious adulation and gentle complaifance and 
water is the proper hieroglyphick of ?afy prattle, in- 
pocent and taftelefs. 
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Spirit alone is too powerful for ufe. It will pro* 
duce madnefs rather than merriment ; and inftcadof 
quenching thirft will inflame the blood. Thuswk, 
too copioufly poured out, agitates the hearer with emo- 
tions rather violent than plcaiingj every one(hrinki 
from the force of its oppreffion, the company fill 
intranced and overpowered s all are aftonifhed, but 
nobody is pleafcd. 

The acid juices give :his genial liquor all its power 
of ftimulating the palate. Conversation would be- 
come dull and vapid, if negligence were not fome- 
times roufed, and fluggifhnefs quickened, by due 
feverity of reprehenfion. But acids unmixt will dif- 
tort the face and torture the paiate ; and he that ha* 
no other qualities than penetration and afperity, he 
whofe conftant employment is deteftion and cenlurc, 
who looks only to find faults, and fpeaks only to pu- 
nifh them, will foon be dreaded, hated, and avoided. 

The tafte of fugar is generally pleafiag, but k 
cannot long be eaten by itfelf. Thus meeknefs and 
courtefy will always recommend the firft addrcls, but 
foon pall and naufeate, unlefr they are ailbciated with 
more fprightly qualities. The chief ufe of fugar is 
to temper the tallc of other fubftances, and foftnefs 
of behaviour in the fame manner mitigates the rough - 
nefs of contradiction, and allays the bittcrnefs of un- 
welcome truth. 

Water is the univcrfal vehicle bv which are con- 

* 

veyed the particles ncceffary tofuftcnance and growth, 
by which third is quenched, and all the wants of life 
and nature are fupplied. Thus all the bu line is of 
the world is tranfacted by artlcJs and eafy talk, nei- 
ther fublimcd by fancy, nor difcoloured by afif-tt a- 
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ion, without either the harfhnefs of fatirc, or the 
ufcioufnefs of flattery. By this limpid vein of lan- 
;uage, curiolity is gratified, and all the knowledge 
s conveyed which one man is required to impart for 
he fafety or convenience of another. Water is the 
mly ingredient of punch which can be ufed alone, 
nd with which man is content till fancy has framed 
n artificial want. Thus while we only defire to 
tave our ignorance informed, we are molt delighted 
srith the plained di&ion ; and it is only in the mo- 
ments of idlenefs or pride, that we call for the gra- 
ifications of wit or flattery, 

He only will pleafe long, who, by tempering the 
cid of fatire with the fugar of civility, and allaying 
he heat of wit with the frigidity of humble chat, 
an make the true pTinch of converfation ; and as 
hat punch can be drunk in the greateft quantity 
rhich has the largeft proportion of water, fo that 
ompanion will be ofteneft welcome, whofe talk 
lows out with inoflfenfivc copioufnefs, and unepvie4 
nfipidity. 
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Numb. 35. Saturday, December i6 $ 1758* 
To the I D L, E R. 

Mr. Idler, 

IF it be difficult to pcrSuadc the idle to be buSy, 
it is likewise, as experience has taught me, not 
paSy to convince the bufy that it is better to be idle. 
When you (hall defpair of ftimulating (luggiflineSs 
to motion, I hope you will turn your thoughts to- 
wards the means of (tilling the buttle of pernicious 
a&ivity. 

I am the unfortunate hufband of a buyer of bar- 
gains. My wife has fomewherc heard, that a good 
houfewife never has any thing to furcba/e when it is 
wanted. This maxim is often in her mouth, and 
always in her head. She is not one of thofe philo- 
sophical talkers that Speculate without pra&ice, and 
learn Sentences of wifdom only to repeat them; (he 
is always making additions to her ftores ; (he never 
looks into a broker's (hop, but (he Spies Something 
that may be wanted Some time ; and it is impofliblc 
to make her paSs the door of a houSe wUcre (he hear* 
•goods Jelling ly auHion. 

Whatever (he thinks cheap, (he holds it the duty 
of an occonomift to buy ; in confequence of this 
maxim, we are incumbered on every Side with ufe- 
leSs lumber. The Servants can Scarcely creep to 
their beds through the cherts and boxes that Sur~ 
round them. The carpenter \* ttn^lo^cd once a 
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Tpeek irt building clofcts, fixing cupboards, an4 
fattening (helves, and my houfe has the appearance 
of a lhip ftored for a voyage to the colonies. 

I had often obferved that advertifements fet her 
pn fire; and therefore, pretending to emulate her 
laudable frugality, I forbad the newfpap^r to be 
taken any longer; but my precaution it vain; I 
know not by what fatality, or by what confederacy, 
every catalogue of genuine furniture comes to her 
hand, every advertifement of a warehoufe newly 
opened is in her pocket-book, and (he knows be- 
fore any of her neighbours when the ftock of any 
man leaving off trade is to be fold cheap for ready 
money. 

Such* intelligence is to my dear-one the Syren's 
fong. No engagement, no duty, no intereft, can 
withhold her from a fale, from which (he always re- 
turns congratulating herfelf upon her dexterity at a 
bargain; the porter lays down his burthen in the 
hall, (he difplays her new acquifitions, and fpends 
the reft of the day in contriving where they (hall be 
put. * 

As (he cannot bear to have any thing uncomplete* 
one purchafe neceflitates another; (he has twenty 
feather-heds more than (he can ufe, and a late fale 
has fupplied her with a proportionable number oP 
Whitney blankets, a large roll of linen for (heets^ 
and five quilts for every bed, which (he bought be- 
paufc the feller told her, that if (he would clear his 
hands he would let her have a bargain. 

Thus by hourly encroachments my habitation is| 
piade narrower and narrower; the dining-room is fq 
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crowded with tables, that dinner fcarcely canbeferved; 
the parlour is decorated with fo many piles of china, 
that I dare not ftep within the door; at every turn 
of the (lairs I have a clock, and half the windows of 
the upper floors are darkened, that (helves may be 
fet before them. 

This, V> w ever, might be borne, if (he would 
gratify her own inclinations without oppoflng mine. 
But I who am idle am luxurious, and (he condemns 
me to live upon fait provifion. She knows the lofs 
of buying in fmall quantities, we have therefore 
whole hogs and quarters of oxen. Part of our meat 
is tainted before it is eaten, and part is thrown 
away becaufe it is fpoiled ; but (he perfifts in her 
fyftcm, and will never buy any thing by (ingle 
pennyworths. 

The common vice of thofe who are (till grafping 
at more, is to neglett that which they already poflefs ; 
but from this failing my charmer is free. It is the 
great care of her life that the pieces of beef (hould 
be boiled in the order in which they are bought; 
that the fecond bag of pcafe fliould not be opened 
till the firft are eaten; that every feather-bed lhall 
be lain on in its turn ; that the carpets fhoukl be 
taken out of the chefts once a month and bruftied, 
and the rolls of linen opened now and then before 
the tire. She is daily enquiring after the beft traps 
for mice, and keeps the rooms always ictnted by 
fumigations to dcitroy the moths. She employs 
workmen, from time to time, to ailjult fix clocks 
that never go, and clean five jacks that rull in the 
garret; and a woman in the next alley lives by 

kouring 
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(touring the brafs and pewter, which are only laid 
up to tarnifh again. 

She is always imagining fome diftant time in 
which fhe (hall ufe whatever flie accumulates j (he 
has four looking-glaffes whick (he cannot hang up 
in her houfe, but which will be handfomq in mord 
lofty rooms j and pays rent for the plac* of a vaft 
copper in fome warehoufe, becaufe when we live in 
the country we (hall brew our own beer. 

Of this life I have long been weary, but know not 
how to change it ; all the married men whom I con- 
fult advife me to have patience; but fome old 
batchelors are of opinion, that fince fhe loves fales 
fo well, Ihe Ihould have a fale of her own ; and I 
have, I think, refolved to open her hoards, and ad^ 
vertife an auftion. 

I am, SIR, 

Your very humble fervant. 



Peter Plenty* 



i*t THE I D L E ft: K» $ 



Numb. 36. Saturday, December 23, 1758. 

THE great differences that difturb the peaci 
of mankind arc not about ends, but means, 
have ail the fame general dcfires, but how thole 
defires fhall be accomplifhed will for ever be 
difputed. The ultimate purpofe of government ii 
temporal, and that of religion is eternal happinefs. 
Hitherto we agree but here we muft part, to try, 
according to the endlefs varieties of paffion and un- 
derftanding combined with one another,, every 
. poffible form of government, and every imaginable 
tenet of religion. 

Wc are told by Cumberland, that rc8itudc> applied 
to aftion or contemplation, is merely metaphorical % 
and that as a right line defcribes the ihorteft paflage 
from point to point, fo a right aftion effedts a good 
defign by the feweft means; and fo likewife a right 
opinion is that which connects diftant truths by the 
(horteft train of intermediate propofitions. 

To find the nearcft way from truth to truth, or 
from purpofe to effeft, not to ufe more inftruments 
where fewer will be fufficicnt, not to move by wheels 
and levers what will give way to the naked hand, is 
the great proof of a healthful and vigorous mind, 
neither feeble with helplefs ignorance, nor over- 
burdened with unwieldy knowledge. 

t there are men who feem to think nothing fo 
I ch the chara&criltic of a genius, as to do com- 
:hing$ in an uncommon maaacr v Uke Hudikras, 

V3 
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to //// the clock by algebra ; or like the lady in Dr. 
Young's fatires, to drink tea by ftratagem: to quit 
the beaten track only becaufe it is known, and take 
a new path,* however crooked or rough, becaufe the 
ftrait was found out before: m 

Every man fpeaks and writes with intent to be 
iindcrftood, and it can feldom happen but he that 
underftands himfelf might convey his notions to an- 
othcr* if, content to be underftood, he did not feek 
to be admired j but when once he begins to contrive 
how his fentiments may be received, not with moft: 
cafe to his reader, but with moft advantage to hirri- 
fclf, he then transfers his confideration from words 
to founds, from fentences to periods, and as he grows 
more elegant becomes lefs intelligible. 

It is difficult to enumerate every fpecies of authors 
whofe labours counteradt themfelvesj the man of 
Exuberance and copioufnefs* who diffufes every 
thought through fo many diverfities of expreflion, 
that it is loft like water in a mift ; the ponderous 
diftator of fentences, whofe notions are delivered in 
the lump, and are, like uncoined bullion, of more 
Weight than ufe ; the liberal illuftrator, who fliews 
by examples and comparifons what was clearly feen 
When it was firft propofed; and the (lately fon of 
demonftration, who proves with mathematical for- 
mality what no man has yet pretended to doubt. 

There is a mode of ftyle for which I know not 
that the matters of oratory have yet found a name, a 
ftyle by which the moft evident truths arc fo ob- 
jured, that they can no longer be perceived, and 
the moft familiar propofitions fo difguifed that they 
cannot be known* Every other kind o£ ctaop&t&ft. 
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is the drefs of fenfej but this is the maflc bj 
a true matter of his art will fo effectually cor 
that a man will as eafily miftake his own pc 
if he meets them thus transformed, as he m 
in a mafquerade hi^neareft acquaintance. 

This ftyle may be called the terrifick, for i 
intention is to terrify and amaze ; it may be 
the repulfive, for its natural cffeft is to driv 
the reader* or it may be diftinguilhed, ir 
Englijhy by the denomination of the bugbear ft m 
it has more terror than danger, and will app 
formidable as it is more nearly approached. 

A mother tells her infant, that two and m 
four ; the child remembers the propofition, 
able to count four to all the purpofes of life, 
courfe of his education brings him among p 
phcrs, who fright him from his former knov 
by telling him, that four is a certain aggrej 
units; that all numbers being only the repetii 
an unit, which, though not a number itfelf, 
parent, root, or original of all number, four 
denomination afligned to a certain number o 
repetitions. The only danger is, left, when I 
hears thei'e dreadful founds, the pupil fhoul 
away; if he has but the courage to ftay till th< 
clufion, he will find that, when fpeculation ha 
its word, two and two (till nuke four. 

An illuftrious example of this fpecies of eloq 
may be found in letters concerning MhiJ. Th 
thor begins by declaring, that tbe fcrts cf ibir, 
things that now are, have been, and jhall be, a 
things that JlritUy are. In this pofition, excej 
Jaft cJaufc, in which he ufes fomething c 
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9 fcholaftick language, there is nothing but what every 
i man has heard and imagines himfelf to know. But 
I Who would not believe that fome wonderful novelty 
k f>refcntcd to his iritelledtj when he is afterwards 
told, in the true bugbear ftyle, that the ares, in the 
\ former fenfe, are things that lie between the havc-beens 
**d ftiall-bes. The have-beens are things that are 
L P*fti the fhall-bes are things that are to come-, and 
&e things that are, in the latter fenfe, are things 
&at have not been, nor Jhall be, nor ft and in the midjt 
1 tf/uch as are before them, ot Jhall be after them* The . 
*b*ngs that have been, and Jhall be, have refpeSl to 
P't/oity fafi, and future. Tho/e likewife that now 
4K ^ have moreover place ; that, for inftance, which is 
that which is to the eaft, that which is to the weft. 

-All this, my dear reader, is very ftrange; but 
^Ough it be ftrange, it is not new \ furvey thcie 
^Ondcrful fentences again, and they will be found to 
c **tuain nothing more than very-plain truths, which 
this Author arofe had always been delivered in 
Plain language. 
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Numb. 37. Saturday, Decanter 3*, 1758; 

THOSE who are fkillcd iff the extraction mod 
preparation of metals, declare, that iron is 
every where to be found ; and that not only its pro-» 
per ore is copioufly treafured in the caverns of the 
earth, but that its particles are difpeffed throughout 
all other bodies* 

If the extent of the human view could compre- 
hend the whole frame of the univerfc, I believe it 
would be found invariably true, that Providence has 
given that in grcatcft plenty, which the condition of 
life makes of greateft ufe j and that nothing is pc- 
nurioufly imparted or placed far from the reach of 
man, of which a more liberal diftribution, or more 
eafy acquifition, would increafe real and rational fe- 
licity. 

Iron is common, and gold is rare. Iron contributes 
fo much to fupply the wants of nature, that its ufc 
conftitutes much of the difference between favage and 
polilhed life, between the (late of him that (lumbers 
in European palaces, and him that (belters himfelf in 
the cavities of a rock from the chilnefs of the night, 
or the violence of the ftorm. Gold can never be 
hardened into faws or axes ; it can neither furnifli 
inltruments of manufacture, utenfils of agriculture, 
nor weapons of defence 1 its only quality is to 

5 &ine, 
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Ihine, and the value of its luftre arifes from its 
fcarcity. 

Throughout the ifrhole circle, both of natural 
and moral life* neceffaries are as iroh, arid fuperflui- 
tics as gold. What we really need we may readily 
obtain j fo readily, that far the greater part of man- 
kind has, in the wanton nefs of abundance, con- 
founded natural with artificial defires, and invented 
neceflkies for the fake of employment, becaufe the 
mind is impatient of ina&ion, and life is fuftained 
with fo little labour, that the tedioufnefs of idle time 
cannot otherwife be fupportcd. 

Thus plenty is the original caufe of many of our 
needs ; and even the poverty, which is fo frequent 
and diftrefsftil in civilized nations, proceeds often 
from that change of manners Which opulence has 
produced. Nature makes us poor only when we 
Want neceffaries, but cuftom gives the name of po- 
verty to the want of fuperfluities. 

When Socrates paffed through Ihops of toys and 
ornarrients, he cried out, How many things are heri 
which I do not needl And the fame exclamatidri may 
every man make who furveys the cdmrtfdn accom- 
modations of life. 

Superfluity and difficulty begin together. To 
drefs food for the ftomach is eafy, the art is to 
irritate the palate when the ftomach is fufficed. A 
rude hand may build walls, form roofs, and lay 
floors, and provide all that warmth and fecuricy re- 
quire 1 we only call the nicer artificers to carve the 
cornice, or to paint the ciclings. Such drefs as may 
enable the body to endure the different feafons, the 

L 2 twafoL 
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mod unenlightened nations have been able to pro- 
cure; but the work of feience begins in the am- 
bition of diftin&ion, in variations of falhion, and 
emulation of elegance. Corn grows with eafy cul- 
ture ; the gardener's experiments are only employed 
to exalt the flavours of fruits, and brighten the co- 
lours of flowers. 

Even of knowledge, thofe parts are moft eafy 
which are generally necefiary. The intercourse 
of fociety is maintained without the elegances of 
language. Figures, criticifms, and refinements, 
are the work of thofe whom idlenefs makes weary 
of themfelves. The commerce of the world is 
carried on by eafy methods of computation. 
Subtilty and ftudy arc required only when quef- 
tions are invented merely to puzzle, and calcula- 
tions are extended to (hew the (kill of the calcu- 
lator. The light of the fun is equally beneficial 
to him, whofe eyes tell him that it moves, and 
to him whofe reafon pcrfuades him that it (lands 
(till ; and plants grow with the fame luxuriance, 
whether we luppolc earth or water the parent of ve- 
getation. 

If we raifc our thoughts to nobler enquiries, we 
fliall dill find facility concurring with ufefulnefs. 
No man needs (lay to be virtuous till the moralifts 
have determined the cfience of virtue ; our duty is 
made apparent by its proximate confequences, 
though the general and ultimate reafon (hould never 
be discovered. Religion may regulate the life of 
h i to whom the Scotifts and Tbomifts are alike un- 
i $ and the aflertors of fate and free-will, bow- 
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ever different in their talk, agree to aft in the fame ' 
manner. 

It is not my intention to depreciate the politer 
arts or abftmfer ftudies. That quriofity which al- 
ways fucceeds eafe and plenty, was undoubtedly 
given us as a proof of capacity which our prcfent 
ftate is not able to fill, as a preparative for fomf 
better mode of exiftencc, which Ihall furnilh em- 
ployment for the whole foul, and where plea* 
|bre Hull be adequate to our powers of frui- 
tion. In the mean time, let us gratefully acknow T 
ledge that goodnefs which grants us eafe at a cheap 
rate, which changes the feafons where the nature 
of heat and cold has not been yet examined, and 
gives the viciflitudes of day and night to thofe who 
never marked the tropicks, or numbered the con* 
ftcjjatipns. 
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Numb. 38, Saturday, Jcmuarj 6, 1759, 

SINCE the publication of the letter concerning 
the condition of thofe who are confined ia 
gaols by their creditors, an enquiry is faid to ha?e 
'been made, by which it appears that more dun 
twenty thoufand 9 are at this time prifoners for 
debt. 

We often look with indifference on the fucceffift 
parts of that, which, if the whole were feen toge- 
ther, would (hake us with emotion. A debtor is 
dragged to prifon, pitied for a moment, and then 
forgotten ; another follows him, and is loft alike in 
the caverns of oblivion ; but when the whole mafs 
of calamity riles up at once, when twenty thoufand 
rcafonable beings are heard all groaning in un- 
nccefiary mifery, not by the infirmity of nature, 
but the miftakc or negligence of policy, who can 
forbear to pity and lament, to wonder and ab- 
hor ? 

There is here no need of declamatory vehemence j 
we live in an age of commerce and computation ; 
Kt us therefore coolly enquire what isthefumof evil 
which the imprifonmcnt of debtors brings upon our 
country. 

It fecms to be the opinion of the later computifts, 
that the inhabitants of England do not exceed fix 

• This number wa* at that time confidently publifhed; but 
the author ho* face found rcafa* to qptftaa&t calculation. 
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millions, of which twenty thoufand is the three- 
hundredth part. What (hall we fay of the humanity 
pr the wifdom of a nation, that vqluntarily facri- 
fices one in every three hundred tq lingering de- 
ftrudtion ! 

The misfortunes of an individual do not extend 
their influence to many; yet if we confjder the ef- 
fc&s of confanguinity and friendfhip, and the ge- 
neral reciprocation of w^nts and benefits, which 
make one man dear or neceflary to another, it may 
feafonably be fuppofed, that every man languiftiing 
in prifbn gives trouble of fome kind to two others 
who love or need him. By this multiplication of 
mifery we fee diftrefs extended to the hundredth pare 
of the whole fociety. 

If we eftimate at a {hilling; a day what is loft by the 
ina&ion and confumed in the fupport of each man 
thus chained down to involuntary idjeiiefs, the pub- 
Jick lofs will rife in one year to three hundred thou- 
fand pounds j in ten years to more than a fixth part 
of our circulating coin. 

I am afraid that thofe who are beft acquainted 
with the ftatc of our prifons, will confefs that my 
cbnje&ure is too near the truth, when I fuppofe that 
the corrQfion of refentment, the heavinefs of forrow, 
the corruption of confined air, the want of exercife, 
and fometimes of food, the contagion of difeafes, 
from which there is no retreat, and thef fevcrity of 
tyrants, againft whom there can be no refiftance, 
and all the complicated horrors of a prifon, put an 
f nd every year to the life of one in four of thofe that 
are (hyt up from the common comforts of humaa 
' life, 



15* the Idles. N #, jt, 

Thus perifh yearly five thoufand men, overborne 
with forrow, confumed by famine, or putrified by 
filth ; many of them in the mod vigorous and ufeful 
part of life ; for the thoughtlefs and imprudent arc 
commonly young, and the a&ivc and bufy are Sel- 
dom old. 

According to the rule generally received, which 
Aippofes that one in thirty dies yearly, the race of 
man may be faid to be renewed at the end of thirty 
years. Who would have believed till now, that of 
every Englijb generation, an hundred and fifty thou- 
fand perifh in our gaols ! that in every century, a na- 
tion eminent for fcience, (hidious of commerce, am- 
bitious of empire, (hould willingly lofe, in noifome 
dungeons, five hundred thoufand of its inhabitants * 
a number greater than has ever been deftroyed in the 
fame time by the peftilence and fword ! 

A very late occurrence may (hew xis the value of 
the number which we thus condemn to be ufelefs ; in 
the re-cftabliftimrnt of the trained bands, twenty 
thoufand are confidercd as a force fufficient againft 
all exigences. While, therefore, we detain twenty 
thoufand in prifon, we Ihut up in darknefs and ufe- 
leflhefs two-thirds of an army which ourfelves judge 
equal to the defence of our country. 

The monaftick inftitutions have been often blamed, 
as tending to retard the instate of mankind. And 
perhaps retirement ought rarely to be permitted, ex- 
cept to thofc whofe employment is confident with 
abftra&ion, and who, though folitary, will not be 
idle ; to thofe whom infirmity makes ufelefs to the 
commonwealth, or to thofc who have paid their due 
proportion to focicty^ and who, having lived, for 
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others, maybe honourably difmiffed to live for them- 
felves. But whatever be the evil or the folly of thefe 
retreats, thofe have no right to cenfure them whole 
prifons contain greater numbers than the monafteries 
of other countries. It is, furcly, lefs foolifti and lefs 
criminal to permit ina&ion than compel it to com* 
ply with doubtful opinions of happinefs, than con- 
demfl tg certain and apparent mifery $ to indulge the 
extravagances of erroneous piety, than to multiply 
and enforce temptations to wickednefs. 

The mifery of gaols is not half their evil : they 
arc filled' with every corruption which poverty and 
wickednpfs can generate between them with all the 
(hamelefs and profligate enormities that can be pro- 
duced by the impudence of ignominy, the rage of 
want, and the malignity of defpair. In a prifon the 
^we of the publick eye is loft, and the power of the 
law is fpent; there. arc few fears, there arc np 
blufhes. The lewd inflame the lewd, the audacious 
harden the audacious. Every one fortifies himfelf 
as he can againft his own fenfibility, endeavours to 
pra&ife on others the arts which are praftifed on 
himfelf; and gains the kindnefsof his aflbciates by 
(imilitude of manners. 

Thus fome fink amidft their mifery, and others 
furvive only to propagate villany. It may be 
hoped, that our lawgivers will at length take away 
from us this power of ftarving and depraving one an- 
other : but, if there be any reafon why this inveterate 
evil fhould not be removed in our age, which true 
policy has enlightened beyond any former time, let 
thofe, whofe writings form the opinions and the 
pnt&ices of their contemporaries* endeavour to 
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transfer the reproach of fuch imprilonment from the 
debtor to the creditor, till univerfid infamy ftufl 
purfue the wretch whofe wantonnefs of power, or 
revenge of difappointment, condemns another to 
torture and to ruin s til) he (hall be hunted through 
the world as an enemy to man, and find in riches no 
ihelter from contempt. 

Surely, he whofe debtor has perifhed iq prifon, 
though he may acquit himfelf of deliberate murder, 
muft at lead have his mind clouded with difcontem, 
when he confiders how much another has fuffercd 
from him * when he thinks on the wife bewailing her 
hufband, or the children begging the bread which 
their father would have earned. If there are any 
made fp obdurate by avarice or cruelty, ^s to revohrt 
thefe confequences without dread or pity, I muft 
leave them to be awakened by fome other power! fbf 
) write only to human beings. 
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Numb.. 39, Saturday,. January 13, 1759. 
ft AIDLE R T 

SIR, 

AS none look more diligently about them fhan 
thofe who haye nothing to do, or who do no T 
thing, I fuppofe it 'has not efcaped your Qbfervafcion, 
(hat the bracelet^ or ornarpent of gpeat antiquity, 
ha$ been for fome years reyived among the Enjtfijb 
ladies. 

The genius of our nation is faid, I know not for 
what re^fon, to appear rather in improvement than 
Invention. The bracelet was known in the earl i eft 
ages ; but it was formerly only a hoop of gold, or a 
duller of jewels, and Ihewed nothing but the wealth 
or vanity of the wearer, till our ladies, by carrying 
pi&ures on their wrifts, made their ornaments works 
of fancy and exercifes of judgment. 

This addition of art to luxury is one of the innu-r 
merablc proofs that might * be given of the late in r 
creafe of female erudition 5 and I have often congra- 
tulated myfelf that my life has happened at a time 
when thofe, on whom fo much of human felicity de- 
pends, have learned to think as well as fpeak, and 
when refpedt takes pofieflion of the $ar, while love 
is entering at the eye, 

I have obferyed, that, even by the fuffrages of their 
own fex, thofe ladies are accounted wifeft, who do 
|K>{ yet difdain to b,e taught; and therefore I (Kali 



156 THE IDLER. K 9 ^. 

offer a few hints for the completion of the bracelet! 
without any dread of the fate of Orpheus. 

To the ladies who wear the pictures of their hut- 
bands or children, or any other near relations, I can 
offer nothing more decent or more proper. It is 
reafonable to believe that lhe intends at leaft to per- 
form her duty, who carries a perpetual excitement to 
recolle&ion and caution, whofe own ornaments muft 
upbraid her with every failure, and who, by any open 
violation of her engagements, muft for cycf forfeit 
her bracelet. 

Yet I know not whether it is the intereft of the 
hufband to folicit very earneftly a place on the brace* 
let. If his image be not in the heart, it is of fmaH 
avail to hang it on the hand. A hufband encircled 
with diamonds and rubies may gain fome efteem, but 
will never excite love. He that thinks himfelf moft 
fecure of his wife, fhould be fearful of perfecuting 
her continually with his prefence. The joy of life 
is variety i the tendered love requires to be rekindled 
by intervals of abfence; and fidelity herfelf will be 
wearied with transferring her eye only from the fame 
man to the fame pi&urc. 

In many countries the condition of every woman 
iN known by her drefs. Marriage is rewarded with 
ionic honourable diltin&ion which celibacy is for* 
bidden to ufurp. Some fuch information a bracelet 
might afford. The ladies might enroll themfelves 
in diftindt clafles, and carry in open view the em- 
blems of their order. The bracelet of the authored 
may exhibit the Mufes in a grove of laurel ; the 
houfewife may (hew Penelope with her web ; the vo^ 
trcft of a tingle life may carrv Urfula with her troop 
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of virgins^ the gamefter may have Fortune tvith her 
wheel ; and thofe women that have no character at all 
may difplay a field of white enamel, as imploring 
kelp to fill up the vacuity. 

There is a fet of ladies who have outlived mod 
inimal pleafures, and having nothing rational to put 
in their place, folace with cards the lofs of what time 
kas taken away, and the want of what wifdom, hav- 
ing never been courted, has never given. For thefq 
1 know not how to provide a proper decoration. 
They cannot be numbered among the gaigefters, fer 
though they are always at play they play for nothing, 
and never rife to the dignity of hazard or the repu- 
tation of (kill. They neither love nor are loved, 
and cannot be fuppofed to contemplate any human 
image with delight. Yet though they defpair to 
pleafe, they always wifli to be fine, and therefore 
cannot be without a bracelet. To this fifterhood I 
can recommend nothing more likely to pleafe them 
than the king of clubs, a perfohagc very comely and 
inajeftick, who will never meet their eyes without re- 
riving the thought of fome paft or future party, and 
who may be difplayed in the act of dealing with grace 
and propriety. 

But the bracelet which might be moft eafily intro- 
duced into general ufe is a fmall convex mirror, in 
which the lady may fee herfelf whenever fhe fhall 
lift her hand. This will be a perpetual fource of 
delight. Other ornaments are of ufe only in pub- 
lick, but this will furnilh gratifications to folitude. 
This will (hew a face that muft always pleafe ; fhe 
who is followed by admirers will carry about her a 
perpetual j uftification of the publick voice; and (he 



who. paflcs without notice may appeal from preju- 
dice to her own eyes. 

But I know not why the privilege of the bracelet 
Ihould be confined to women ; it was in former ages 
Worn by heroes in battle j and as modern foldiers are 
always diftinguiflied by fplendour of drels, I fixMdd 
rejoice to fee the bracelet added to the cockade. 

In hope of this ornamental innovation, I have fpeat 
Tome thoughts upon military bracelets. There is 
ho naftion more heroick than love ; and therefore 1 
ffcftuld be glad to fee the fons of England marching 
in the field, every mail with the pifturc of a woman 
of honour bound Upon his hand. But fince in the 
army, as every where elfe, there will always be roes 
who love nobody but themfelves, or whom no wo- 
man of honour will permit to love her, there is a 
neceflity of fomc other diftinftions and devices. 

I have read of a prince who, having loft a town, 
Ordered the name of it to be every morning (homed 
in his ear till it (hould be recovered. For the fame 
purpofe I think the profpeft of Minorca might be 
properly Worn on the hands of fome of our generals: 
others might delight their countrymen, and dignify 
thcmfclves with a view of Rocbfort as it appeared to 
them at fea : and thofe that ftiall return from the 
conqueft of America> may exhibit the warehoufe of 
Front enac> with an infeription denoting, that it was 
taken in lefs than three years by lefs than twenty 
thoufand men. 

I am, SIR* &c. 

Tom Tot. 
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X of publick tranfa&ions more minute and do- 
ncftick intelligence, and filling the.newfpapers with 
idvertifements, has grown up by flow degrees to its 
>refent ftate. 

Genius is fliewn only by invention. ft The W 
who firft took advantage of the general curiofity that 
*as excited by a fiege or battle, to betray the readers 
)£ news into the knowledge of the fhop where the 
>eft puffs and powder were to be fold, was undoubt- 
rdly a man of gteat fagacity, and profound (kill in 
iic nature df man. But when he had once lhewit 
tic way* it was eafy to follow him ; and every mart 
low knows a ready method of informing the publick 
>f all that he defires to buy or fell, whether his wares 
x material or intelle&ual j whether he makes clothes, 
*r teaches the mathematicks ; whether he be a tutor 
that wants a pupil, or a pupil that wants a tutor. 

Whatever is common is defpifed. Advertifements 
ire now fo numerous that they are very negligently 
perufed, and it is therefore become neceffary to gain 
tttention by magnificence of promifes, and by elo* 
tjuence fbmetimes fublime and fometimes pathetick* 

Promife, large promife, is the foul of an advertife- 
ment. I remember a wajb-ball that had a quality 
truly wonderful — it gave an exquifite edge to the razor. 
And there are now to be fold, for ready money only, 
fome duvets for bed- coverings, of down, beyond com- 
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farifon fuperior to what is called otter-dawn, and in- 
deed fuch, that its many excellencies camnst be here Jd 
forth. With one excellence we are made acquaimcd-^ 
it Is warmer than four or five blankets, and lighter the* 
one. 

There are fome, however, chat know the preju- 
dice of mankind in favour of modeft fincerity. Tkc 
vender of the beautifying fluid fells a lotion that re- 
pels pimples, wafhes away freckles, fmooths the 
ikin, and plumps the flefti ; and yet, with a gene- 
rous abhorrence of oftentation, confefles, that it will 
not rtflore (be bloom of fifteen to a lady of fifty. 

The true pathos of advertifements muft have funk 
deep into the heart of every man that remembers the 
zeal (hewn by the feller of the anodyne necklace, for 
the eafe and fafcty of poor toothing infants, and the 
affettion with which he warned every mother, that 
fbe would never forgive bcrfelf if her infant fhould 
perilh without a necklace. 

I cannot but remark to the celebrated author who 
gave, in his notifications of the camel and drome- 
dary, fo many fpecimens of the genuine fublime, that 
there is now arrived another fubjeft yet more worthy 
of his pen. A famous Mohawk Indian warrior, who 
took Diclkaw the French general pr if oner, drejfed in the 
fame manner with the native Indians when they go to 
war, with bis face and body painted, with bis fcalping- 
knife, tom-ax, and all other implements of war : a fight 
worthy the curicfity of every true Briton ! This is a 
very powerful description ; but a critick of great re- 
finement would fay, that it conveys rather horror and 
terror. An Indian, d re fled as he goes to war, may 
bring company together but if he carries the fcalp* 
6 ing 
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ihg knife iitiiltGrh-ak, there are many fine Britons 
that will ffcver : Be ^ei^kded to fee hitn but through 
'•agrkte. 

ft his Been refharked by the feverer judges, that 
the falu'tary fo'rrow of tragick fcenes is too fooh ef- 
faced "by the merriment of the epilogue ; the fame 
inconvenience ariles Trdm the improper difpofitfoli 
of advertifements. The riobleft objedts may be ft> 
aflbciated as to be made ridiculous. The camel and 
dromecl&y th'emfelves^might have loft mtich of their 
dignity between the trite flower of muflard and the 
bftgikal Daffis elixir j and I could not but feel fbme 
Indignation when I found this iltuftrious Indian w&r- 
Hor iirimediafely fucceeded by a frejb parcel ofDub- 
Uh hitter. 

The trade of advertrffhg is now fo near to perfec- 
tion, that it is ndt eafy to propofe any improvement, 
but as "every art ought to be exercifed in due fubor- 
cfination to the publick good, I cannot but pfopofe 
it as a moral queftion to thefe mafters of the publick 
car, Whether they do not fometimes play too wan- 
tonly with our paffions, as when the regiftrar of lot- 
tery tickets invites us to his (hop by an account of 
the prize which he fold laft year ; and whether the 
advertifing controvertifts do not indulge afperity of 
language without any adequate provocation ; Its in 
the difpute about ftraps for razors, now happily fub- 
fided, and in the altercation which at prefent fubfifts 
concerning eau de luce. 

In an advertifement it is allowed to every man to 
(peak well of himfelf, but I know not why he fhould 
aflume the privilege of cenfuring his noighbour. He 

Vol. VIII. M to** 
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may proclaim his own virtue or (kill, but ought not 
to exclude others from the fame pretenfions. 

Every man that advertifes his own excellence, 
fhould write with fome confcioufnefs of a chara&er 
which dares to call the attention of the publick. He 
fhould remember that his name is to ftand in the lame 
paper with thofe of the king of Pruffia and the em- 
peror of Germany, and endeavour to make himfelf 
worthy of fuch a (Toe i at ion. 

Some regard is likewife to be paid to pofterity. 
There are men of diligence and curiofity who trea- 
fure up the papers of the day merely becaufe others 
negleft them, and in time they will be fcarce. When 
thefe collections fhall be read in another century, 
how will numberlefs contradi&ions be reconciled ? 
and how (hall fame be poffibly diflributed among the 
taylors and boddicc-makers of the prcfent age ? 

Surely thefe things deferve consideration. It is 
enough for me to have hinted my defire that theie 
abufes may be rectified ; but fuch is the ftate of na- 
ture, that what all have the right of doing, many will 
attempt without fufficicnt care or due qualifications. 
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Numb. 41. Saturday, January 27, 1759. 

THE following letter relates to an affli&ion 
perhaps not neceffary to be imparted to the 
publick-; but I could not perfuade myfclf to fup- 
prefs it, becaufe I think I know the fentiments to be 
fincere, and I feel no difpofuion to provide for this 
day any other entertainment. 

At tu qui/quis eris, mlferi qui cruda port* 

Crediderit JUiu funeta dig** tm§ 9 
Hae pofirema tibi fit JUudi caufa, Jhtatqme 

Ltnis intfenfi vitaqug mor/qug gradu* 

Mr. Idler, 

I^TOtwithstandino the warnings of philofb- 
phers, and the daily examples of lodes and 
misfortunes which life forces upon our obfervation, 
fuch is the abforption of our thoughts in the bufinefa 
of the prefent day, fuch the reGgnation of our rea- 
fon to empty hopes of future felicity, or fuch our 
vnWtllingnefs to forefee what we dread, that every 
calamity comes fuddenly upon us, and not only prefles 
us as a burthen, but crufhes as a blow. 

There are evils which happen out of the common 
courfe of nature, againft which it is no reproach not 
to be provided. A flafli of lightning intercepts the 
traveller in his way. The concuflion of an earth- 
quake heaps the ruins of cities upon their inhabit- 
ants. But other miferies time brings, though filently 
M 2 ^tx 
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yet vifibly, forward by its even lapfe, which yet ap- 
proach us unfeen becaufe we turn our eyes away, and 
feize us unrefifted becaufe we could not arm ourfclves 
againft them, but by fetting them before vs. 

That it is vain to fhrink from what cannot be 
avoided, and to hide that from ourfclves which mitft 
fome time be found, is a truth which we all know, 
but which all negledt, and perhaps none more tkaa 
the fpeculative reafoner, whofc thoughts are always 
from home, whofe eye wanders over life, whofc fancy 
dances after meteors of happinefs kindled by itfclf, 
and who examines every thing rather than his own 
ftate. 

Nothing is more evident than that the decays of 
age mud terminate in death ; yet there is no man, 
fays Tutty, who does not believe that he may yet live 
another year ; and there is none who does not, upon 
the fame principle, hope another year for his parent 
or his friend : but the fallacy will be in time detect- 
ed • the laft year, the laft day mult come. It has 
come, and is paft. The life which made my own 
life pleafant is at an end, and the gates of dearth are 
fliut upon my profpefts. 

The lof* of a friend upon whom the heart was 
fixed, to whom every wifh and endeavour tended, is 
a (late of dreary defolation in which the mind looks 
abroad impatient of itfclf, and finds nothing but 
emptinefs and horror. The blamclefs life, the art- 
lefs tmdemefs, the pious fimplictty, the modeft re- 
fignarion, the patient ficknefs, and the quiet death, 
are remembered only to add value to the lofs, to ag- 
gravate regret for what cannot be amended, to dtepea 
fcrrowfx what cannot be recalled. 
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Thefeare the calamities by which Providence gra- 
dually difengages us from the love of life. Other evils, 
fortitude may repel, or hope may mitigate j but irre- 
parable privation leaves nothing to exercife refolution* 
or (latter expe&ation. The dead cannot return, and 
nothing is left us here but languiftiment and grief. 

Yet fuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever lives 
k>ng muft: outlive thofe whom he loves and honours; 
Such is the condition of our prefent cxiftence, that 
life muft one time lofe its aflbciations, and every in- 
habitant of the earth muft walk downward to tho 
grew alone and unregarded, without any partner of 
bis joy or grief, without any interefted witnefs of his 
misfortunes or fuccefs. 

Misfortune, indeed, he may yet feel ; for where is 
the* bottom of the mifery of man ? But what is fuc- 
oe&to Him that has none to enjoy it ? Happinefs is 
not-found in felf-con temptation ; it is perceived only 
when it is reflected from another. 

"We know little of the ftate of departed fouls, be* 
csufe fuch knowledge is not neceflary to a good life; , 
Reafon deferts us at the brink of the grave, and 
can give no further intelligence. Revelation is not 
wholly filent. There is joy in the angels of Heaven 
ever one Jinner that repentetb ; and furely this joy i^ 
not incommunicable to fouls difentangled from the 
body, and made like angels. 

Let hope therefore di&ate, what revelation does 
not confute, that the union' of fouls may ftill re- 
main i and that we who are ftruggling with fin, for- 
row, and infirmities, may have our part in the atten- 
tion and kindnefs of thofe who have finifhed their 
covrfej and arc now receiving their tcwax&. 

M ^ X\sS* 
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Thefe are the great occafions which force the mind 
to take refuge in religion : when we have no help in 
ourfelves, what can remain but that we look up to a 
higher and a greater Power ? and to what hope may 
we not raife our eyes and hearts, when we confide? 
that the greateft Power is the best ? 

Surely there is no man who, thus affli&ed, does not 
feek fuccour in the go/pel, which has brought life emi 
immortality to light. The precepts of Epieurms 9 who 
teaches us to endure what the laws of the univcrfe 
make necclfary, may filencc, but not content us. 
The diftates of Zeno, who commands us to look 
with indifference on external things, may difpofe us 
to conceal our forrow, but cannot afluage it. Real 
alleviation of the lofs of friends, and rational tran- 
quillity in the profpeft of our own diflblution, can 
be received only from the promifes of him in whofe 
hands are life and death, and from the aflurance of 
another and better date, in which all tears will be 
wiped from the eyes, and the whole foul (hall be 
filled with joy. Philofophy may infufe ftubbora* 
nefs, but religion only can give patience. 

I am, &c. 
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Numb. 42. Saturday, February 3, 1759. 

TH E fubjeft of the following letter is not wholly 
unmentioned by the Ramblbr. The Spec- 
tator has alfo a letter containing a cafe not much 
different. I hope my correfpondent's performance 
is more an effort of genius, than effufioa of the paf- 
fions 1 and that ihe hath rather attempted to paint 
fome poflible diftrefs, than really feels the evils 
which ihe has defcribed. , 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, % 
'TpHERE is a caufe of mifery, which, though 
certainly known both to you and your prede- 
ceffors, has been little taken notice of in your 
papers ; I mean the fnares that the bad behaviour of 
parents- extends over the paths of life which their 
children are to tread after them ; and as I make no 
doubt but the Idler holds the fliield for virtue, as 
well as the glafs for folly, that he will employ his 
leifure hours as much to his own fatisfa&ion in warn- 
ing his readers againft a danger, as in laughing 
them out of a fafhion : for this reafon I am tempted 
to afk admittance for my ftory in your paper, though 
it has nothing to recommend it but truth, and the 
honed wifti of warning others to fhun the track which 
I am afraid may lead me at lad to ruin. 

M 4 \*arcv 
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I am the child of a father, who, having always 
lived in one fpot in the country where he was born, 
and having had no genteel education himfelf, 
thought no qualifications in the world defireable but 
as they led up to fortune, and no learning neceflary 
to happinefs but fuch as might molt effcftually teach 
me to make the beft market of myfelf : 1 was un- 
fortunately born a beauty, to a full fenfe of which 
my father took care td flatter me; and having, 
when very young, put me to a fchool in the country, 
afterwards tranfplanted me to another in town, at 
the mitigation of his friends, where his ill-judged 
fond nets let me remain no longer than to learn juft 
enough experience to convince me of the fordidnefs 
of hib views, to give me an idea of perfe&ions which 
my prefent fituation will never fuflfer me to reach, 
and to teach me fufficient morals to dare to defpile 
what is bad, though it be in a father. 

Thus equipped (as he thought completely) for 
life, I was carried back into the country, and lived 
with him and my mother in a fmall village, within 
a few miles of the county-town; where I mixed, 
at firft with relu&ance, among company which, 
though I never defpifed, I could not approve, as 
they were brought up with other inclinations, and 
narrower views than my own. My father cook 
great pains to fliew me every where, both at his own 
houfc, and at fuch publick diverfions as the 
country afforded: he frequently told the people 
all he had was for his daughter ; took care to 
repeat the civilities I had received from all his 
friends in London ; told how much I was admired* 

and 
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and all his little apibition could fuggeft to fet me in 
Wronger light. 

Thus h^ye I continued tricked out for fale, as I: 
may call it, and doomed, by parental authority., to 
a ft ate little better than that of proftitution. I look 
on myfelf as growing cheaper every hour, andair* 
lpfing all that honeft pride, that modeft confidence* 
in \yhich the virgin dignity confifts. Nor does my 
misfortune flop here: though many would be too 
generous tp impute the follies of a father to a- child 
whofe heart has fet her above them ; yet It anv afraid 
tfrp moft charitable of them will hardly think it 
pQflible for me to be a daily fpe&afrefs of his vices* 
-without tacitly allowing them, and at laft confent- 
ing to them, as the eye of the frighted infant is, by- 
degrees, reconciled to the darknefs of which at firfb 
it waa afraid* It is a common opinion,, he himfelf 
muft very well know, that vices, like difeafes, are 
often hereditary; and that the property of the one i* 
to infe& the manners, as the other poifons the fpringt 
qtlife.. 

Y t et this, thpugh bad, is not the worfc; my, fa-, 
thcr deceives himfelf the hppes of; the very child 
has brought into the world ; he fuffers his houfe to 
be the feat of drunkenn^fs, riot, and irreJigiQn: 
who feduces, almoft in my fight> the menial Jervant, 
converfes, with the proftitute, and corrupts the. 
Tjrife ! Thus I, who from my earlieft dawn of reafon- 
was taught . to think that, at my approach every eye 
fparkjed with pleafure, or was deje&ed as confciou* 
of fuperior charms, am excluded from fociety lt 
through fear left I lhould partake, if not of my. 
father's, crimes, at l$aft of his reproach, U ^ 
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parent, who is fo little folicitous for the welfare of 
a child, better than a pirate who turns a wretch 
adrift in a boat at fea, without a ftar to fteer by, 
or an anchor to hold it fad ? Am I not to lay all 
my miferies at thofe doors which ought to have 
opened only for my prote&ion ? And if doomed to 
add at laft one more to the number of thofe wretches 
whom neither the world nor its law befriends, may 
I not juftly fay that I have been awed by a parent 
into ruin ? But though a parent's power is fcreened 
from infult and violation by the very words of 
heaven, yet furely no laws, divine or human, forbid 
me to remove myldf from the malignant lhade of 
a plant that poifons all around it, blafts the bloom 
of youth, checks its improvements, and makes all 
its flowrcts fade : but to whom can the wretched, 
can the dependant fly ? For me to fly a father's 
houfe, is to be a beggar: I have only one com- 
forter amidft my anxieties, a pious relation, who 
bids me appeal to heaven for a witnefs to my juft 
intentions, fly as a deferted wretch to its protection i 
and, being aflced who my father is, point, like 
the antient philofophcr, with my Anger to the 
heavens. 

The hope in which I write this, is, that you will 
give it a place in your paper ; and as your eflays 
fomctimes find their way into the country, that my 
father may read my ftory there ; and, if not for his 
own fake, yet for mine, fpare to perpetuate that 
worft of calamities to me, the lofs of character, 
from which all his diflimulation has not been able 
to refcuc himfelf. Tell the world, Sir, that it is 
poffibk for virtue to keep iu throne unlhaken witk* 
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out any other guard than itfelf ; that it is poffible 
to maintain that purity of thought fo neceffary to 
the completion of human excellence even in the 
midft of temptation? ; when they have no friend 
within, nor arc afllfted by the voluntary indulgence 
of vicious thoughts. 

If the infertion of a dory like this does not break 
in on the plan of your paper, you have it in your 
pqwer to be a better frUmd thai^her father to 

Pwdita. 

Numb. 43, Saturday, February 10, 1759. 

THE natural advantages which arife from the 
pofition of the earth which we inhabit with 
refpeft to the other planets, afford much employ- 
ment to mathematical fpeculation, by which it has 
been difcovered, that no other conformation of the 
fyftcm could have given fuch commodious diftribu* 
tjons of light and heat, or imparted fertility and 
pleafyre to fo great a part of a revolving fphere. 

It may be perhaps obierved by the moralift, with 
equal reafon, that our globe feems particularly 
fitted for the refidence of a being, placed here only 
for a fhort time, whofe talk is to advance himfelf 
to a higher and happier ftate of exigence, by 
unremitted vigilance of caution, and activity of 
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The duties required of man are fuch as hum** 
nature does not willingly perform, and fuch as 
thofe are inclined to delay who yet intend fome time 
to fulfil them. It was therefore neceflaq* that this 
univerfal reluctance fbould be counteracted, aocL 
the drowfinefs of hefitation wakened into refolve^. 
that the danger of procrastination fbould be always 
in view> and the fallacies of fecurity be hourly- 
detc<5ted. 

To this end all the appearances of nature uni- 
formly confpire. Whatever we fee on every fide, 
reminds us of the lapfe of time and the flux of life. 
The day and night fuccced each other, the rotation 
of feafons diverfifies the year, the fun rifes, attains 
the meridian, declines and fcts j and the moon every 
night changes its form. 

The day has been confidered as an image of the 
year, and the year as the reprefentation of life. 
The morning anfwers to the fpring, and the fpring 
to childhood and youth ; the noon correfponds to 
the fummer, and the fummer to the ftrength of man- 
hood. The evening is an emblem of autumn, and 
autumn of declining life. The night with its (Hence 
and darknefs (hews the winter, in which all the 
power* of vegetation are benumbed ; and the winter 
poinrs out the time when life lhall ceafe, with it* 
hopes and pieafures. 

He that is carried forward, however fwiftly, bf 
a motion equable and eafy, perceives not the change 
of place but by the variation of objects. If the 
•wheel of life, which rolls thus filently along, 
pi ed on through undiftinguifliable uniformity, wc 
twld never mark its a\^roac\\t% v» \Vk c**i of 
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the courfe. If one hour were like another ; if the 
ptflage of the fun did not ; ftiew that the day is waft- 
fag ; if the change of feafons did not imprefs upon 
us the flight off the year $ qufcritities of dtiratloii 
tqtial to days and years would glide uriobferved. 
If the parts of time were not varioufly coloured, 

fhould never difcern their departure of fucctff- 
fion, but fhould live thoughtlefs of t)he pad, and. 
carelefs of the future, without will, and pefhap^ 
without power to compute the periods of life, or to 
compare the time which is already loft with that 
*hich may probably remain. 

But the courfe of time is fo vifibly marked* that 
it is dbferved even by the birds of paffage, and b.Jr 
nations who have raifed their minds very little abovfc 
animal inftinft: there are human beings whofc 
htoguage does not fupply them with words by 
which they can number five, but I have read of 
Done that have not names for day and night, for 
fummer and winter. 

Yet it is certain that thefe admonitions of nature, 
however forcible, however importunate, are took 
often vain; and that many who mark with fuch 
accuracy the courfe of time, appear to have little 
fenfibility of the decline of life. Every man has 
fomething to do which he negledts ; every man has 
faults to conquer which he delays to combat. 

So little do we accuftom ourfelves to confider 
the effe&s of time, that things neceflary and certain 
often furprife us like unexpe&ed contingencies. 
We leave the beauty in her bloom, and, after an 
abfence of twenty years, wonder, at our return, to 
find her faded. We meet thofc *rhom Vtft. 
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children, and can fcarcely perfuade ourfelvcs 
treat them as men. The traveller vifits in ag^S 
thofe countries through which he rambled in hi** 
youth, and hopes for merriment at the old place. — 
The man of bufinefs, wearied with unfatisfa&ory ^ 
profperity, retires to the town of his nativity, and - 
expe&s to play away the laft years with the com* 
pailions of his childhood, and recover youth in tht 
fields where he once was young. 

From this inattention, fo general and fo mifchiev- 
ous, let it be every man's ftudy to exempt himfclf* 
Let him that defircs to fee others happy, make hafte 
to give while his gift can be enjoyed, and remember 
that every moment of delay takes away fomething 
from the valqe of his bencfaftion. And let him 
who purpofcs his own happinefs, refleft, that while 
he forms his purpofe the day rolls on, and the night 
tmttb when no, man can work. 
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fc<UMB. 44. Saturday, February 17, 1759* 

MEMORY is, amortg the faculties of the 
human mind, that of which we make the 
moft frequent ufe, or rather that of which the 
agency is inceffant or perpetual. Memory is the 
primary and fundamental power, without which 
there could be no other intelle&ual operation. 
Judgment and ratiocination fuppofe fomethirig al- 
ready known, and draw their decifions only from 
experience. Imagination felefts ideas from the trea- 
fures of remembrance, and produces novelty only 
by varied combinations. We do not even form 
conjectures of diftant, or anticipations of future 
events, but by concluding what is poflible from what 
is pad. 

The two offices of memory are colle&ion and 
diftribution ; by one images are accumulated, and 
by the other produced for ufe. Colleftion is al- 
ways the employment of ourfirft years, and diftribu- 
tion commonly that of our advanced age. 

To colledt and repofite the various forms of 
things, is far the moft pleating part of mental oc- 
cupation. We are naturally delighted with novelty, 
and there is a time when all that we fee is new. 
When firft we enter into the world, whitherfoever 
we turn our eyes, they meet knowledge with plea- 
fure at her fide ; every diverfity of nature pours ideas 
in upon the foul ; neither fearch nor labour are ne- 
ceffary ; we have nothing more to do than to open 
our eyes, and curiofity is gratified* 
6 
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Much of the plcafurc which the firft fui 
the world affords, is exhaufted before we are < 
ous of our own felicity, or able to compa 
condition with fome other pofBble ftatc. W 
therefore few traces of the joy of our earlieft 
verics; yet we all remember a time when nan 
fo many untaftcd gratifications, that every ex 
gave delight which can now be found no i 
when the noife of a torrent, the ruftle of a 
the fong of birds, or the play of lambs, had 
to fill the attention, and fuipend all percep 
the courfe of time. 

But thefe cafy pleafures are foon at an cu 
have feen in a very little time fo much, that ' 
out for new objefts of observation, and end 
to find variety in books and life. But ft 
laborious, and not always fatisfadory ; and c 
fation has its pains as well as pleafures * 
willing to learn, but not willing co be caugl 
are pained by ignorance, but pained yet m 
another's knowledge. 

From .the vexation of pupillage men conr 
fet themfelves free about the middle of 1 
(hutting up the avenues of intelligence, and 
ing to reft in their prefent ftate ; ahd they, 
ardour of enquiry continues longer, find ther 
infenfibly forfaken by their inftru&ors. As 
man advances in life, the proportion betweei 
that are younger, and that are older than h 
is continually changing $ and he that has livt 
a century, finds few that do not require fro 
tl information which he once expeded fron 
rnt before bun. 
S 
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Then it is that the magazihes of memory are 
1 bpened, and the ftores of accumulated knowledge 
art difplaycd by vanity or benevolence, or in honeft 
\ commerce of mutual intereft. tvery man wants 
others, and is therefore glad when he is Wanted by 
them; And as few men will endure the labour of 
iotenfe meditation without neceffity, he that has 
learned enough for his profit or his honour, feldom 
endeavours after further acqiiifitions. 

The pleafure of recollecting fpeculativc notions 
Would not be milch lefs than that of gaining them, 
if they could be kept pure and unmingled with the 
paflages of life $ but fuch i* the neceflary concatena- 
tion of our thoughts, that good and evil are linked 
together, and no pleafure recurs but aflbciated with 
pain. Every revived idea reminds us of a time 
when fbmcthing was enjoyed that is now loft, when 
(bene hope was not yet blafted, when fbme purpofe 
had yet not languifhed into Auggifhnefs or indiffer- 
ence. 

Whether it be that life has more vexations than 
comforts, or* what is in the event juft the fame, 
chat evil makes deeper impreflion than good, it is 
certain that few can review the time paft without 
heavinefs of heart. He remembers many calamities 
inrarred by folly, many opportunities loft by neg- 
ligence. The (hades of the dead rife up before 
him ; and he laments the companions of his youth, 
the partners of his amufements, the afiiftants of his 
labours, whom the hand of death has fnatched 
away. 

When an offer was made to Tbemiftocles of teach- 
ing him. the art of memory, he anfwered, that he 
Vol. VIII. N 
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would rather wifti for the art of forgetfulncft. He 
felt his imagination haunted by phantoms of miferj 
which he was unable to fupprefs, and would gladly 
have calmed his thoughts with fome oblivious 
dote. In this we all refemble one another; the 
hero and the fage are, like vulgar mortals, over* 
burthened by the weight of life, all ihrink from re- 
collection, and all wifli for an art of forgetfulncfr. 



Numb. 45. Saturday, February 24, 1759. 

THERE is in many minds a kind of vanity 
exerted to the diiad vantage of themfelvts; a 
dc fire to be praifed for fuperior acutenefs difcovcred 
only in the degradation of their fpecies, or cenfurc 
of their country. 

Defamation is fufHciently copious. The general 
lampooner of mankind may find long cxercife for 
his zeal or wit in the defedts of nature, the vexations 
of life, the follies of opinion, and the corruptions 
of practice. But fi&ion is eaficr than discernment; 
and molt of thefc writers fparc thcmfelves the labour 
of enquiry, and cxhauft their virulence upon ima- 
ginary crimes, which, as they never exiitcd, can 
never be amended. 

That the painters find no encouragement *mong 
the Enghjb for many other works than portraits, has 
been imputed to national fclfiflmcfc. 'Tis vain> 
Jays the iaiirift, to fct before any Englifima* the 
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of landfcapc, or the heroes of hiftorjr i nature 
itiquity are nothing in his eye; he has no va- 
it for himfelfj nor defires any copy but of his 
irm. 

oever is delighted with his own pifture muft 
his pleafure from the pleafure of another, 
man is always prefent to himfelfj and has, 
>rc, little need of his own refemblance, nor 
-Ore it, but for the fake of thofe whom he 
and by whom he hopes to be remembered, 
ife of the art is a natural and reafonable con* 
ice of affection ; and though, like other bu- 
llions, it is often complicated with pride, yet 
fuch pride is more laudable, than that by 
palaces are covered with pictures, that, how- 
tcellent, neither imply the owner's virtue nor 
it. 

litis is chiefly exerted in hiftorical pi&ures* 
e art of the painter of portraits is often loft in 
fcurity of his fubjedt. But it is in painting as 
5 what is greateft is not always bell. I fhould 
to fee Reynolds transfer to heroe$ and to god- 
to empty fplendor and to airy fiftion, that art 
is now employed in diffufing friendfliip, in 
ig tendernefs, in quickening the affe&ions of 
fent, and continuing the prefence of the dead, 
in a nation great and opulent there is room, 
light to be patronage, for an art like that of 
ig through all its diverfities and it is to be 
i, that the reward now offered for an hiftorical 
: may excite an honed emulation, and give 
ling to ao Extftfb fchool. 

N 2 U 
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It is not very cafy to find an a&on or event die 
can be efficaciouQy reprefented by a painter. 

He muft have an a&ion not fucceffivc but iotas- 
taneous i for the time of a pi&ure is a fingle mo- 
ment. For this reafon, the death of Hercules can- 
not well be painted, though at the firft view it 
flatters the imagination with very glittering ideas: 
the gloomy mountain, overhanging the lea, and 
covered with trees, fome bending to the wind, and 
fome torn from their roots by the raging hero % the 
violence with which he rends from his (boulders the 
invenomed garment ; the propriety with which his 
mufcular nakednefs may be difplayed; the death of 
Lycas whirled from the promontory j the gigantic 
prefence of PbiloBctes $ the blaze of the fatal pile, 
which the deities behold with grief and terror from 
thr fky. 

. All thefe images fill the mind, but will not con- 
pofe a pi&ure, becaufe they cannot be united in a 
i mgle moment. Hercules muft have rent his fleih at 
one time, and tolled Lycas into the air at another ; 
he muft firft tear up the trees, and then lie down 
upon tee pile. 

The afiion muft be circumftantial and diftinft. 
There is a paflage in the Iliad which cannot be read 
without ftrong emotions. A Trojan prince, fcized 
by Achilles in the battle, falls at his feet, and in 
moving terms fupplicares for life. Htm cem m 
wretch like sbee> fays the haughty Greek, entree* to 
live, when thou kneweft that the time mu/t ceme wkm 
Achilles is to die i This cannot be painted, becaufe 
no peculiarity of attitude or dUpofitioo can fb Inp- 

5 p»r 
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fif the place of language as to imprcfs the fenti- 
mcnt. 

The event painted muft be fuch as excites paf- 
fion, and different paffions in the feveral a&ars, or 
a tumult of contending paffions in the chief. 

Perhaps the difcovery of Ulyjfes by his nurfe is of 
this kind. The furprize of the nurfe mingled with 
joy j that of Vfyffis checked by prudence, and 
clouded by folicitude ; and the diftindtnefs of the 
a&ion by which the fear is found ; all concur to 
complete the fubjedt. But the pidfcurcs, having only 
two figures, will want variety. 

A much nobler aflemblage may be furnilhed by 
the death of Epaminoudaj. The mixture of glad- 
nels and grief in the face of the meffenger who 
brings his dying general an account of the victory * 
the various paffions of the attendants * the fubli- 
mity of compofure in the hero, while the dart i$ by 
his own command drawn from his fide, and the faint 
gleam of fatisfa&ion that diffufes itfelf over the 
languor of death ; are worthy of that pencil which 
yet I do not wifh to fee employed upon them. 

If the defign were not too multifarious and ex- 
tenfivc, I fbould wifh that our painters would at- 
tempt the diffolution of the parliament by Crm u 
weil. The point of time may be chofen when 
Grmmell, looking round the Pandemonium witlj 
contempt, ordered the bauble to be taken away; 
md Harrifon laid hands on the fpeaker to drag hint 
from the chair. 

The various appearances, which rage, and terror; 
and aftomfhmenr, and guilt, might exhibit in flie 
fee?* of tfc hateful affembly* of whom the prin-i 

N 3 <v^\ 
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cipal perfons may be faithfglly drawn froai pormki 
or prints; the irrefolute repugnance of lbme, the 
hypocritical fubmiflions of others, the ferocious in- 
folence of Cromwell, the rugged brutality of lUr- 
rs/on, and the general trepidation of fear and 
wicked nefs, would, if fome proper difpoGtion could 
be contrived, make a picture of unexampled va* 
riety, and irrefiftible inftrudtion* 



Numb. 46. Saturday, March 3, 1759. . 
Mr. Idler, 

I AM encouraged, by the notice you have taken 
of Betty Broom, to reprefent the miferies which 
I fuffer from a fpecies of tyranny which, I believe, 
is not very uncommon, though perhaps it may have 
efcaped the obfervation of thofe who converfe little 
with fine ladies, or fee them only in their publick 
chara&crs. 

To this method of venting my vexation I am the 
more inclined, becaufe if I do not complain to you, 
I muft burft in filence ; for my miftrefs has teazed 
me and teazed me till I can hold no longer, and yet 
I mull not tell her of her tricks. The girls that live 
in commc fervices can quarrel, and give warning, 
and find ier places; but we that live with great 
ladies, if o e offend them, have nothing left 
but ttf* re the country • 

1 n lit maid to a lady who keeps the beft 
is feen at every place of fsihionable 
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pcfort. I am envied by all the maids in the fquare, 
For few counteffes leave off fo many clothes as my 
miftrefs, and nobody (hares with me: fo that I 
fupply two families in the country with finery for 
che aflizes and horfe-races, befidcs what I wear my- 
felf. The fteward and houfe-keeper have joined 
igainft me to procure my removal, that they may 
advance a relation of their own ; but their defigns 
are found out by my lady, who fays I need not fear 
them, for (he will never have dowdies about her. 

You would think, Mr, Idler, like others, that I 
im very happy, and may well be contented with my 
lot. But I will tell you. My lady has an odd hu- 
iKmr. She never orders any thing in dircft words, 
For Ihe loves a fharp girl that can take a hint. 

I would not have you fufpeft that flie has any 
Jiing to hint which ihe is aihamed to fpeak at 
length, for none can have greater purity of fenti* 
nent, or re&itude of intention. She has nothing to 
lide, yet nothing will (he tell. She always gives her 
lire&ions obliquely and allufively, by the mention 
i[ fomething relative or confequential, without any 
>ther purpofe than to exercife my acutenefs and her 
>wn. 

It is impofliblc to give a notion of this ftyle 
>therwife than by examples. One night, when (he 
lad fet writing letters till it was time to be drefied, 
Molly y faid (he, the Ladies are all to be at Court to- 
tight in white aprons. When (he means that I 
hould fend to order the chair, (he fays, J think the 
freets are clean, J may venture to walk. When (he. 
rould have fomething put into its place, Ihe bids 
lie lay it on the floor. If ihe would have me fnuff 
N 4 ^ 
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the candles, (he aflcs wbetbar I think her eyes «rf fib 
a cat's? If (he thinks her chocolate delayed, flte 
talks of the benefit of abftinence. If any needle* woik 
is forgotten, (he fuppofes that I bent beard ffe 
lady who died by pricking her finger. 

She always imagines that I can recall every thing 
pad from a Angle word. If (he wants her head 
from the milliner, (he only fays, Molly, you knn 
Mrs. Tape. If (he would have the mantua-maker 
fent for, (he remarks that Mr. Taffaty, the merter^ 
was here laft week. She ordered, a fortnight ago, 
that the firft time (he was abroad all day I (bould 
chufe her a new fett of coffee-cups at thp china- 
(hop : of this (he reminded me yefterday, a? flic was 
going down (lairs, by faying, Yon carit find your wey 
now to Pall-mall. 

All this would never vex me, if, by encreaGng my 
trouble, (he fpared her own ; but, dear Mr. IdUr, is 
it not as eafy to fay coffee-cups, as Pall-mall, and to 
tell me in plain words what I am to do, and when it 
is to be done, as to torment her own head with the 
labour of finding hints, and mine with that of un- 
derftanding them ? 

When firft I came to this lady, I had nothing 
like the learning that I have now ; for (he has many 
books, and I have much time to read ; fo that of 
lace I feldom have miffed her meaning : but when 
(lie firft took me, I was an ignorant girl ; and (he, 
who, a* is very common, confounded want of know- 
ledge with want of undcrlianding, began orxce to 
defpair of bringing me to any thing, becaufe, when 
I came into her chamber at the call of her bell, (he 
afltcd me, Wbetber we lived in Zembla^ and I did not 
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guefs xht meaning of her enquiry; but modeftly 
tofwered, that / could not tell. S\\c had happened tq 
ring qqce when I did not hear her, and meant tq 
put me in min4 of that country, where founds are 
(aid to be congealed by the froft. 

Another time, as I was drefljng her head, ffce 
began to talk on a fudden of Medufa, and Jnakes x 
and men turned into ft one, and maids tbat^ if they were 
fot watched, would let tbfir mifirejfes be Gorgons. I 
looked rouqd me half frightened, and quite bewil- 
dered; till at laft, finding that her literature was[ 
thrown away upop me, {he bid me, with great ve- 
hemence, reach the curling-irons. 

It is not without fome indignation, Mr. Idler n 
that I difcoycr, in thefe artifices of vexation, fome- 
fhing worfe than foppery or caprice; a mean de r 
light in fuperioqty, which knows itfelf in no danger 
pf reproof or opppfition ; a cruel pletfure in feeing 
(he perplexity of a mind obliged to find what is ftu- 
dioufly congealed, and a mean indulgence of petty 
malevolence, in the (harp cenfure of involuntary^ 
and very often of inevitable, failings. When, be- 
yond her expc&ation^ I hit upon her meaning, I 
can perceive 3 fudden cloud of difappqintment 
fpread oyer her face, and have fometimes been 
gfraid left I {hould lofe her favour by underftanding 
|ier when lhe means to puzzle me. 

This day, however, lhe has conquered my faga- 
e ity« yVhtn flie went out of her dreffing-room, flic 
i*kl nothing, but, Molfc you know, and haftened to 
Jier chariot. What I am to know is yet a fecret ; 
b«i if 1 do not know, before flic comes b*ck a what 
I yet feavt to* mean* of discovering, (he will make 
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my dullnefs a pretence for a fortnight's ill humour, 
treat me as a creature devoid of the faculties nc- 
eefiary to the common duties of life, and perhapi 
give the next gown to the houfekeeper. 
I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Molly Quick, 



Numb. 47. Saturday, March io f 1759. 

To tbs IDLER, 
Mr. Idler, 

I A M the unfortunate wife of a city wit, and can- 
not but think that my cafe may deferve equal 
companion with any of thofe which have been re- 
prefented in your paper. 

I married my hufband within three months after 
the expiration of his apprenticeship; we put our 
money together, and furniflied a large and fplendid 
(hop, in, which he was for five years and a half di- 
ligent and civil. The notice which curiofity or 
kindnefs commonly beftows on beginners, was con- 
tinued by confidence and cileem ; one cuftomer, 
plcafcd with his treatment and his bargain, recom- 1 
mended another, and we were bufy behind the 
counter from morning to night. 

Thus" every day encreafed our wealth and our re- 
putation. My hufband was often invited to dinner 
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qpenly on the Exchange by hundred thoufand pound* 
men i and whenever I went to any of the halls, th<^ 
wives of the aldermen made me low courtefies. Wc 
always took up our notes before the day, and made 
ill confiderable payments by draughts upon our 
banker. 

You will eafily believe that, I was well enough 
pleafed with my condition; for what happinefs can 
be greater than that of growing every day richer and 
richer? I will not deny, that, imagining myfclf 
likely to be in 4 ihort time the fheriff's lady, I 
broke off my acquaintance witl\fome of my neigh- 
bours, and advifed my hufbancf to keep good com- 
pany, and not to be fceq with men that were worth 
nothing. 

In time he found that ale difagreed with his con- 
ftitution, and went every night to drink his pint at a, 
tavern, where he met with a fet of criticks, who dis- 
puted upon the merit of the different theatrical per- 
formers. By thefe idle fellows he was taken to the 
play, which at fir ft hi did not feem much to heed ; 
for he owned, that he very feldom knew what they 
were doing, and that, while his companions would 
let him alQne, he was Commonly thinking on his laft 
bargain. 

Having once gone, however, he went again and 
again, though I often told him that three fhillings 
were thrown away ; at laft he grew uneafy if he 
qiiffed a night, and importuned me to go with him. 
I went to a tragedy which they called Macbeth, and, 
trtien I came home, told him, that I could not bear 
to fee men and women make themfelves fuch fools, 
pretending to be witches and ghofts, generals and 
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kings, and to walk in their fleep when they were as 
much awake as thofe that looked at them. He told 
me that I muft get higher notion*, and that a play 
was the mod rational of all entertainments, andmoft 
proper to relax the mind after the bufinefs of the 
day. 

By degrees he gained knowledge of fome of the 
players ; and, when the play was over, very fire- 
quencly treated them with fuppers, for which he was 
admitted to (land behind the fcencs. * 

He foon began to lofe fome of his morning hours 
in the fame folly, and was for one winter very dili- 
gent in his attendance on the rehearfals ; but of this 
(pecies of idlenefs he grew weary, and faid, that the 
play was nothing without the company. 

His ardour for the divcrfion of the evening in- 
creafed ; he bought a fword, and paid five (hillings 
a night to fij in the boxes ; he went fometimes into a 
place which he calls the green-room, where all the 
wics of the age aflemble; and when he had been 
there, could do nothing, for two or three days, but 
repeat their jefts, or tell their difputes. 

He has now loft his regard for every thing but 
the play-houfc ; he invites, three times a week, one 
or other to drink claret, and talk of the drama. His 
firft care in the morning is to read the play-bills ; 
and if he remembers any lines of the tragedy which 
is to be reprefented, walks about the (hop, repeating 
them fo loud, and with fuch ftrange geftures, that 
the paflengers gather round the door. 

His grcateft pleafure when I married him, was to 
hear the fituation of his (hop commended, and to be 
told how many eftatcs have been got in tt by the fane 
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trade ; but of late he grows peevLfli at any mention 
of bufinefs, and delights in nothing fo much as to be 
told that he fpeaks like Mofop* 

Among his new affbeiates, he has learned another 
language, and fpeaks in fuch a (train, that his neigh- 
bours cannot underftand him. If a cuftomer talks 
longer than he is willing to hear, he will complain 
that he has been excruciated with unmeaning ver- 
bofity ; he laughs at the letters of his friends for 
their tamenefr of expreflion, and often declares him- 
felf weary of attending to the minutiae of a (hop. 

It is well for me that I know how to keep a book, 
for of late he is fcarcely ever in the way. Since 
One of his friends told him that he had a genius for 
tragick poetry, he has locked himfelf in an uppej? 
room fix or feven hours a day, and when I carry him 
any paper to be read or figned, I hear him talking 
vehemently to himfelf, fometimes of love and beauty, 
fbmetimes of friendfhip and virtue, but more fre-* 
quently of liberty an4 his country. 

I would gladly, Mr. Idler, be informed what t^ 
think of a fliopkeeper, who is inceffantly talking 
about liberty ; a word, which, fince his acquaintance 
with polite life, my hufband has always in his mouth* 
he is, on all occafions, afraid of our liberty, and de- 
clares his rcfolution to hazard all for liberty. What 
can the man mean ? I am fure he has liberty 
enough ; it were better for him and me if his li- 
berty was lefiened* 

He has a friend whom he calls a critick, that 
comes twice a week to read what he is writing. 
This critick tells him that his piece is a little irre- 
gular, but that fome detached fcenes will fiiine pro- 
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digioufly, and that in the chara&er of Bmbulus he 
h wonderfully great. My fcribbler then iqueezcs 
his hand, calls him the bed of friends, thanks htm 
for his finccrity, and tells htm that he hates to be 
flattered. I have reafon to believe that he feldonm 
parts with his dear friend without lending him two 
guineas, and am afraid that he gave bail for hinca 
three days ago. 

By this courfe of life our credit as traders is \zT— 
fened, and I cannot forbear to fufpc&,*that my hus- 
band's honour as a wit is not much advanced, for 
he fecms to be always the loweft of the company, and 
is afraid to tell his opinion till the reft have fpoken. 
When he was behind his counter, he ufed to be 
brilk, attive, and jocular, like a man that knew 
what he was doing, and did not fear to look another 
in the face ; but among wits and criticks he is ti- 
morous and awkward, and hangs down his head at 
his own tabic. Dear Mr. Idler, perfuade him, if 
you can, to return once more to his native element. 
Tell him, that wit will never make him rich, but 
that there are places where riches will always make 
a wit. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

Deborah Gisciiu 
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0MB. 48. Saturday, March 17, 1759* 

^HERE is no kind of idlenefs, by which we 
arc fo cafily feduccd, as that which dignifies 
If by the appearance of bufirtefs, and by making 
loiterer imagine that he has fomething to do 
ch muft not be neglefted, keeps him in perpetual 
ration, and hurries him rapidly from place to 
:e. 

Ic that fits ftill, or repofes himfelf upon a doiich* 
more deceives himfelf than he deceives others * 
cnows that he is doing nothing, and has no other 
ce of his infignificance than the refolution, which 
lazy hourly make, of changing his mode of life. 
?o do nothing, every man is afhamed ; and to do 
shj almoft every man is unwilling or afraid, 
umerable expedients have therefore been in- 
tcd tb produce motion without labour, and em- 
pment without folicitude. The greater part of 
Te whom the kindnefs of fortune has left to their 
1 direftion, and whom want does not keep 
ined to the counter or the plough, pl&y through- 
life with the fhadows of bufinefs, and know not 
ift what they have been doing. 
*hefe imitators of adlion afe of all denominations, 
le are feen at every auftion without intention to 
:hafe ; others appear punctually at the 2sx- 
tge, though they are known there only by thcif 
s. Some are always making parties, %o vifit 
eftions for which they have no ttftc> wvdfov&s. 

6 TA^S&» 
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neglcft every pleafure and every duty to near qtxfJ - 
tions, in which they have no intereft, debated mr 
parliament. f 

Thefe men never appear more ridiculous* thaafef 
the diftrefs which they imagine themfelves to fed, f 
from fome accidental interruption of thole cmpf f 
pUrfuits. A tiger newly imprifoned is indeed nM f 
formidable, but not more angry, than Jsck fff f 
With-hcld from a florift's feaft,~or Tom Difticb JiUh | 
dered from feeing the firft reprefentation of a play. I 

As political affairs are the higheft and mofr «• 1 
tenfivc of temporal concerns ; the mimick of a pa- I 
litician is more bufy and important than any other 1 
trifler. Monfieur le Ncir, a man who, without pro- ] 
pcrty or importance in any corner of the earth, has, ] 
in the prefent confufion of the world, declared him- 
felf a fteady adherent to the French, is made mi- 
serable by a wind that keeps back the packet-boat, 
and dill more miferable by every account of a 
Malouin privateer cayght in his cruizes he knows 
well that nothing can be done or faid by him which 
can produce any effeft but that of laughter, that lie 
can neither haften nor retard good or evil, that his 
joys and forrows have fcarcely any partakers \ yet 
fuch is his zeal, and fuch his curioGty, that he 
would run barefooted to Grave/end, for the fake of 
knowing firft that the Englijb had loft a tender, and 
would ride out to meet every mail from the conti- 
nent if he might be permitted to open it. 

Learning is generally confclFcd to be deGrable, 
and there are fome who fancy themfelves always 
bul'y in acquiring it. Of thefe ambulatory ftudents, 
one of the moft bufy is my friend Tm RefiUjs. 
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Tom has long had a mind to be a man of know- 
edge, but he docs not care to fpend much time 
imong authors ; for he is of opinion that few books 
defcrve the labour of pcrufal, that they give the mind 
in unfalhionable caft, and deftroy that freedom of 
thought and eafinefs of manners indifpenfably re- 
(juifite to acceptance in the world* Tom has there- 
fore found another way to wifdom. When he rifes 
be goes into a cofFee-houfe, where he creeps fo near 
to men whom he takes to be reafoners as to hear their 
difcourfe, and endeavours to remember fomething 
which, when it has been (trained thro' Tom'% head, is 
b near to nothing, that what it once was cannot be 
lifcovered. This he carries round from friend to 
tiend through a circle of vifits, till hearing what 
ach fays upon the qudftion, he becomes able at 
[inner to fay a little himfelf j and as every great 
£niu$ relaxes himfelf among his inferiors, meets 
rich fome who wonder how fo young a man can talk 
> wifely. 

At night he has a new feaft prepared for his in- 
rlTefts * he always runs to a difputing focicty, or a 
leaking club, where he half hears what, if he had 
card the whole, he would but half underftand; 
oes home pleafed with the confeioufnefs of a day 
ell fpent, lies down full of ideas, and rifes in the 
lorning empty as before* 
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Numb. 49. Saturday, March 24, i£ 

I SUPPED three nights ago with my friend 
Marvel. His affairs obliged him lately cc 
a journey into DevonJbire y from which he hasji 
turned. He knows me to be a very patient h 
and was glad of my company, as it gave him a 
portunity of difburthening himfelf by a minu 
lation of the cafualties of his expedition. 

Will is not one of thofe who go out and- 1 
with nothing ro tell. He has a ftory of his tr 
which will ftrike a home-bred citizen with h 
and has in ten days iuffered fo often the cxtrer 
terror and joy, that he is in doubt whether hi 
ever again expofe cither his body or mind tc 
danger and fatigue. 

When he left London the morning was brigh 
a fair day was promifed. But IVill is born to fti 
with difficulties. That happened to him, whii 
fometiines, perhaps, happened to others. Befi 
had gone more than ten miles, it began to 
What courfe was to be taken ? His foul difc 
to turn back. He did what the King of j 
might have done; he flapped his hat, button* 
his cape, and went forwards, fortifying his mi 
the itoical confolation, that whatever is violer 
be Ihort. 

His conftancy was not long tried ; at the di 
of about half a mile he faw an inn, which he ci 
wet and weary, and found civil treatment and j 

n 
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refrdhment. After a refpite of about two hours, he 
looked abroad, and feeing the iky clear, called for 
his horfe, and palled the firft ftage without any other 
memorable accident. 

Will confidercd, that labour muft be relieved by 
plcafure, and that the ftrength which great under- 
takings require milft be maintained by copious nu- 
triment; he therefore ordered himfelf an elegant 
fapper, drank two bottles of claret, and paflcd the. 
beginning of the night in found deep ; but waking 
before light, was forewarned of the troubles of the 
tat day, by a ihower beating again ft his windows 
with fuch violence as to threaten the difiblution of 
Juture. When he arofe, he found what he expefted, 
Aat the country was under water. He joined him- 
felf,- however, to a company that was travelling the 
fane way, and came fafely to the place of dinner, 
though every ftcp of his horfe dafhed the mud into 
the air. 

In the afternoon, having parted from his com- 
pany, he fet forward alone, and pafled many collect 
tionH of water, of which it was impoffible to guefs 
the depth, and which he now cannot review without 
feme cenfure of his own rafhnefs; but what a man 
undertakes he muft perform, and Marvel hates a 
coward at his heart. 

Few that lie warm in their beds, think what others 
undergo, who have perhaps been as tenderly edu- 
cated, and have as acute fenfations as themfelves* 
My friend was now to lodge the fecond night almoft 
fifty miles from home, in a houfc which he never 
had fecn before, among people to whom he was to* 
tally a ftranger, not knowing whether the next man 
O 2 \A 
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be fliould meet would prove good or bad ; but fee- 
ing an inn of a good appearance, he rode refotady 
into the yard ; and knowing that refpeft it often 
paid in proportion as it is claimed, delivered his in- 
junction to the hoftlcr with fpirit, and entering the 
houfe, called vigoroufly about him. 

On the third day up rofe the fun and Mr. Mmvd* 
His troubles and his dangers were now fuch, as he 
wifhes no other man ever to encounter. The w»ys 
were lefs frequented, and the country more thialy 
inhabited. He rode many a lonely hour through 
mire and water, and met not a fingle foul for two 
miles together with whom he could exchange a word. 
He cannot deny that, looking round upon the dreary 
region, and feeing nothing but bleak fields and naked 
trees, hills obfeured by fogs, and flats covered with 
inundations, he did for fome time fuffer melancholy 
to prevail upon him, and wifhed himfelf^again fafe 
at home* One comfort he had, which was to confi* 
der, that none of his friends were in the fame dif- 
trefs, for whom, if they had been with him, he ihould 
have fuffcred more than for himfelf * he could not 
forbear fometimes to confider how happily the War 
is fettled in an eafter condition, who, furrounded like 
him with terrors, could have done nothing but lie 
down and die. 

Amidft thefe reflections he came to a town and 
found a dinner, which difpofed him to more cheer- 
ful fentiments : but the joys of life are fliort, and its 
miferies arc long ; he mounted and travelled fifteen 
miles more through dirt and defolation. 

At lad the fun fet, and all the horrors of darknefs 
rame upon him. He then repented the weak in- 

tampan* 
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diligence in which he had gratified himfelf at noon 
with too long an interval of reft : yet he went for* 
*ard along a path which he could no longer fee, 
fomctimes rulhing fuddenly into water, and fome- 
tiuies incumbered with ftiff clay, ignorant whither 
was going, and uncertain whether his next ftep 
might not be the laft. 

In this difmal gloom of no&urnal peregrination 
^is horfe unexpe&edly ftood ft ill. Marvel had heard 
\ ftiany relations of the inftinft of horfes, and was in 
doubt what danger might be at hand. Sometimes 
I he fancied that he was on the bank of a river ftill 
and deep, and fometimes that a dead body lay 
acrofs the track. He fat ftill awhile to recoiled): 
his thoughts ; and as he was about to alight and ex- 
plore the darknefs, out ftepped a man with a lan- 
tern, and opened the turnpike. He hired a guide 
to the town, arrived in fafety, and flcpt in quiet. 

The reft of his journey was nothing but danger. 
He climbed and defcended precipices on which vul- 
gar mortals tremble to look ; he pafled marfhes like 
the Serloman bog, where armies whole have Junk j he 
forded rivers where the current roared like the Eg re 
of the Severn ; or ventured himfelf on bridges that 
trembled under him, from which he looked down 
on foaming whirlpools, or dreadful abyfles $ he wan- 
dered over houfelefs heaths, amidft all the rage of 
the elements, with the fnow driving in his face, and 
the temped howling in his ears. 

Such are the colours it) which Marvel paints his 
adventures. He has accuftomed himfelf to found* 
ang words and hyperbolical images, till he has loft 
the power of true defcription. In % toad ttttou^Jv 

O 3 H*\w\^\v 
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which the hcavieft carriages ptfs without difficulty 
and the poft-boy every day and night goes and it- 
turns, he meets with hardlhips like thofe which arc 
endured in Siberian deferts, and miffes nothing of 
romantick danger but a giant and a dragon. When 
his dreadful ftory is told in proper terms, it is only 
that the way was dirty in winter, and that he expe- 
rienced the common viciflitudes of rain and fun— 
(hinc. 



Numb. 50* Saturday, March 31, 1759. 

THE character of Mr. Marvel has raifed the 
merriment of fome and the contempt of others, 
*ho do not fufficicntly confider how often they hear 
and pra&ife the fame arts of exaggerated narration. 

There is not, perhaps, among the multitudes of 
all conditions that fwarm upon the earth, a finglc 
man who does not believe that he has fomething ex- 
traordinary to relate of himfelf ; and who does nor, 
at one time or other, fummon the attention of his 
friends to the cafualties of his adventures and the 
viciflitudes of his fortune ; cafualties and viciflitudes 
that happen alike in lives uniform and diverfified ; 
to the commander of armies, and the writer at a 
«U-fk ; to the failor who refigns himfelf to the wind 
and water, and the farmer whole longed journey is 
to the market. 

In the prefent ft ate of the world man may pafs 
tlirovgh Shakejpeare 9 % fovea ftages of life, and meet 
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nothing lingular or wonderful. But fuch is every 
Alan's attention to himfelf, that what is common and 
unheeded when it is only feen, becomes remarkable 
*Od peculiar when we happen to feel it. 

It is well enough known to be according to the 
**Cual procefs of nature, that men fhould ficken and 
*^cover, that fome defigns Ihould fucceed and others 
**ifcarry, that friends fhould be feparated and meet 
^fegain, that fome Ihould be made angry by endea- 
vours to pleafe them, and fome be pleafed when no 
care has been ufed to gain their approbation ; that . 
men and women fhould at firft come together by 
chance, like each other fo well as to commence ac- 
quaintance, improve acquaintance into fondnefs, in- 
creafe or extinguifh fondnefs by marriage, and have 
children of different degrees of intelle&s and virtue, 
Tome of whom die before their parents, and others 
furvive them. 

Yet let any man tell his own ftory, and nothing 
of all this has ever befallen him according to the 
common order of things ; fomething has always dif- 
* criminated his cafe; fome unufual concurrence of 
events has appeared which made him more happy or 
more miferable than other mortals ; for in pleafures 
or calamities, however common, every one has com- 
forts and affiidtions of his own. 

It is certain that without fome artificial augmenta- 
tions, many of the pleafures of life, and almbft all 
its embellifhcnents, would fall to the ground. If no 
man was to exprefs more delight than he felt, thofe 
who felt moft would raife little envy. If travellers 
were to defcribe the moft laboured performances of 

O 4 art 
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art with the feme coldnefs as they funref them, ill p 
expectations of happinefs from change of place wool! p 
ceafe. The pictures of Raphael would hang withott I* 
fpe&ators, and the gardens of Fer/aillcs might be V 
inhabited by hermits. All the pleafure that it it- 1 
ceived ends in an opportunity of fplendid falfchood, \ 
in the power of gaining notice by the difplaj of 
beauties which the eye was weary of beholding, uA> 
a hiftory of happy moments, of which, in reality** 
the mod happy was the laft. 

The ambition of fuperior fenfibility and fuperior 
eloquence difpofes the lovers of arts to receive rap* 
ture at one time, and communicate it at another) 
and each labours firft to impofe upon himfclf, and 
then to propagate the impofhirc. 

Pain is lefs fubjeft than pleafure to caprices of 
expreflion. The torments of difeafe, and the grief 
for irremediable misfortunes, fometimes are fuch as 
no words can declare, and can only be fignified by 
groans, or fobs, or inarticulate ejaculations. Man 
has from naru:c a mode of utterance peculiar to 
pain, but he has none peculiar to pleafure, becaufe 
he never has pleafure but in fuch degrees as the or* 
dinary ufe of language may equal or furpais. 

It is ncverthelefs certain, that many pains as weU 

pleasures are heightened by rhetorical affit&ation, 
And that the pi&ure is, for the moft part, bigger than 
the life. 

When we delcribe our fenfations of another's for* 
rows, either in friendly or ceremonious condolence* 
the cuftoms of the world fcarcely admit of rigid re- 
raci ry . Perhaps the fondeft friend/hip would enrage 

oftcner 
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sncr thaa comfort, were the tongue on fuch occa- 
is faithfully to reprefent the fentiments of Hyp 
it; and I think the ftri&eft moralifts allow forms 
addrcfs to be ufed without much regard to Aieir 
ral acceptation, when either refpeft or tender- 
s requires them, becaufe they are univerfailjr 
>wn to denote not the degree but the fpecies of 
• fentiments. 

Jut the fame indulgence cannot be allowed to him 
a aggravates dangers incurred or forrow endured 
himfelf, becaufe he darkens the profpeft of futu- 
and multiplies the pains of our condition by 
lefs terror. Thofe who magnify their delights 
lefs criminal deceivers, yet they raife hopes which 
fure to be difappointed. It would be undoubt- 
f beft, if we could fee and hear every thing as it 
that nothing might be too anxioufly dreaded, or 
ardently purfued. 
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Numb. 51. Saturday, Jpril 7, 1759, 

IT has been commonly remarked, that eminent 
men are leaft eminent at home, that bright cha- 
rafters lofe much of their fplendor at a nearer viewv 
and many who fill the world with their fame, excite 
very little reverence among thofe that furround thea» 
in their domeftick privacies. 

To blame or to fufpeft is eafy and natural. When 
the fact is evident, and the caufc doubtful, fome ac- 
cufation is always engendered between idlenefs and 
malignity. This difparity of general and familiar 
eftecm is therefore imputed to hidden vices, and to 
practices indulged in fecret, but carefully covered 
from the publick eye. 

Vice will indeed always produce contempt. The 
dignity of Alexander, though nations fell proftrate 
before him, was certainly held in little veneration 
by the partakers of his midnight revels, who had 
feen him, in the madnefs of wine, murder his friend, 
or fct fire to the Perfian palace at the inftigation of 
a harlot ; and it is well remembered among us, that 
the avarice of Marlborough kept him in fubje&ion 
to his wife, while he was dreaded by France as her 
conqueror, and honoured by the emperor as his de- 
liverer. 

But though, where there is vice there mud be 
want of icvercnce, it is not reciprocally true, that 
when tlvre is want of reverence there is always 

vice* 
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: vice. That awe which great a&ions or abilities 
1 imprcfs will be inevitably diminiftied by acquaint- 
1 ance, though nothing either mean or criminal fhould 
be found. 

Of men, as of every thing elfj, we muft jtidge 
according to our knowledge. When we fee of a 
hero only his battles, or of a writer only his books, 
We have nothing to allay our ideas of their great- 
**efs. We confider the one only as the guardian of 
his country, and the other only as the inftru&or of 
mankind. We have neither opportunity nor motive 
to examine the minuter ffarts of their lives, or the 
Ms apparent peculiarities of their charafters ; we 
name them with habitual refpedt, and forget, what 
we ftill continue to know, that they are men like 
other mortals. 

But fuch is the conftitution of the world, that 
much of life muft be fpent in the fame manner by 
the wife and the ignorant, the exalted and the low. 
Men, however diftinguifhed by external accidents 
or intrinfick qualities, have all the fame wants, the 
fame pains, and, as far as the fenfes are confulted, 
the fame pleafures. The petty cares and petty 
duties are the fame in every ftation to every under- 
Handing, and every hour brings fome occafion on 
which we all fink to the common level. We are 
all naked till we are drefled, and hungry till we are 
fed j and the general's triumph, and fage's difputa- 
tion, end, like the humble labours of the fmith or 
plowman, in a dinner or in deep. 

Thofe notions which are to be colle&ed by rea- 
fon, in oppofition to the fenfes, will feldom (land 
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forward in the mind, but lie treafured in the re- 
moter repofitories of memory, to be found ooty 
when they are fought. Whatever any man any 
have written or done, his precepts or his valour 
will fcarcely overbalance the unimportant uniformity 
which runs through his time. We do not cafily 
confider him as great, whom our own eyes (hew us 
to be little ; nor labour to keep prefent to our 
thoughts the latent excellences of him who fharts 
' with us all our wcaknefles and many of our follies; 
who like us is delighted with flight amufements, 
bufled with trifling employments, and difturbed by 
little vexations. 

Great powers cannot be exerted, but when great 
exigences make them neceflary. Great exigences 
can happen but feldom, and therefore chofe quali- 
ties which have a claim to the veneration of man* 
kind, lie hid, for the mod part, like fubterranean 
treafures, over which the foot partes as on com* 
:non ground, till neceflity breaks open the golden 
cavern. 

In the ancient celebrations of vi&ory, a flave was 
placed on the triumphal car, by the fide of the ge- 
neral, who reminded him by a fhort fentence, that 
he was a man. Whatever danger there might be 
led a leader, in his paflage to the capitol, (hould 
forget the frailties of his nature, there was furely no 
need of fuch an admonition the intoxication could 
not have continued long; he would have been at 
home but a few hours before fome of his depend* 
ants would have forgot his greatnefs, and (hewn 
him, that notwithftanding his laurels he was yet 4 
man. 
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•c arc fome who try to efcape this domcftick 
ition, by labouring to appear always wife or 
great * but he that drives againft nature, will 
r ftrive in vain. To be grave of mien and 
utterance ; to look with folicitude and fpeak 
fitation, is attainable at will ; but the ihew of 
i is ridiculous when there is nothing to caufe 
as that of valour where there is nothing to 

lan who has duly confider^d the condition 
being, will contentedly yield to the courfc of 
; he will not pant jor diftin&ion where dif- 
i would imply no merit; but though on 
xcafions he may with to be greater than 
he will be fatisfied in common occurrences 
be lets. 
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Numb. 52. Saturday, April 14, 1759. 

Rifrmfart cufidimbus. Hoe. 

THE practice of felf-dcnial, or the forbearance 
of lawful pleafure, has been confidered by 
almoft every nation, from the remoteft ages, as the 
highcft exaltation of human virtue j and all hate 
agreed to pay refpeft and veneration to thofe who 
abftained from the delights of life, even when they 
did not cenfure thofe who enjoy them. 

The general voice of mankind, civil and barba* 
rous, confefles that the mind and body are at van* 
ancc, and that neither- can be made happy by its 
proper gratifications, but at the ezpence of the 
other ; that a pampered body will darken the mind, 
and an enlightened mind will macerate the body. 
And none have failed to confer their cfteem on thofe 
who prefer intellect to feni'e, who controul their 
lower by their higher faculties, and forget the wants 
and de fires of animal life for rational difqui fit ions or 
pious contemplations. 

The earth has icarce a country fo far advanced 
towards political regularity as to divide the inha- 
bitants into claflfes, where fome orders of men or 
women are not diftinguiftied by voluntary feverities, 
and where the reputation of their fanclity is not in- 
creafed in proportion to the rigour of their rules, 
and the exa&nefs of their performance. 

5 When 
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When an opinion to which there is no temptation 
of intereft fpreads wide and continues long, it may 
be reafonably prefumed to have been infufed by na- 
ture or di&ated by reafon. It has been often ob- 
fcrved that the fi&ions of impofture, and illufions 
of fancy, foon give way to time and experience; 
and that nothing keeps its ground but truth, which 
gains every day new influence by new confirma- 
tion. 

But truth, when it is reduced to pradtice, eafily 
becomes fubjedt to caprice and imagination, and 
many particular afts will be wrong, though their 
general principle be right. It cannot be denied 
that a juft convidtion of the reftraint neceffary to 
be laid upon the appetites has produced extra- 
vagant and unnatural modes of mortification, and 
inftitutions which, however favourably confidered, 
will be found to violate nature without promoting 
piety. 

But the do&rine of felf-denial is not weakened 
in itfelf by the errors of thofe who mifintcrpret or 
mifapply it; the encroachment of the appetites 
upon the underftanding is hourly perceive^, and 
the ftate of thofe whom fenfuality has enflaved, is 
known to* be in the higheft degree defpicable and 
wretched. 

The dread of fuch fhameful captivity may juftly 
raife alarms, and wifdom will endeavour to keep 
clanger at a diftance. By timely caution and fufpi- 
cious vigilance thpfe defires may be reprefied, to 
which indulgence would foon give abfolute do* 
minion; thofe enemies may be overcome, which, 

whefi 
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when they have been a while accuftomed to vidory, 
can no longer be refitted. 

Nothing is more fatal to happinefs or virtue, than 
that confidence which flatters us with an opuuoa 
of our own ftrength, and by alluring us of the 
power of retreat precipitates us into hazard. Some 
may fafely venture further than others into the 
regions of delight, lay themfelves more open to 
the golden fhafes of pleafure, and advance nearer 
to the refidence of the Syrens ; but he that is beft 
armed with conftancy and reafon is yet vulnerable 
in one part or other, and to every man there is a 
point fixed, beyond which, if he paflfes, he will 
not eafily return. It is certainly mod wife, as it 
is molt fafc, to flop before he touches the utmoft 
limit, fince every ftep of advance will more and 
more entice him to go forward, till he (hall at 
laft enter the receflps of voluptuoufnefs, and 
(loth and defpondency clofe the paflage behind 
him. 

To deny early and inflexibly, is the only art of 
checking the importunity of defire, and of preserv- 
ing quiet and innocence. Innocent gratifications 
mud be fometimes withheld; he that complies 
with all lawful defires will certainly lofe his em* 
pire over himfelf, and in time either fubmic his 
reafon to his wilhes, and think all his defires law- 
ful, or difmifs his reafon as troublcfome and in- 
trulive, and refolve to fnatch what he may happen 
to wifh, without enquiry about right and wrong. 

No man, whofc appetites are his mafters, can 
perform the duties of his nature with ftriclnefs and 
6 cegularityi 
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gularity; he that would be fupenot to external 
faiences muft firft become fu^rior to bis own 
flions. 

When the Aomin general, fitting at fupper with 
plate of turnips before him, was folicited by 
•ge prefents to betray his truft, he aflced the 
»flengers whether he that could fup on turnips 
is a man likely to fell his country. Upon him 
10 has reduced his fenfes to obedience temptation 
s loft its power, he is able to attend impartially 
virtue, ahd execute her commands without he- 
atiofi. 

To fct the mind above the appetites is the end 
abftinence, which one of the Fathers obferves 
be not a virtue, but the ground-work of virtue* 
r forbearing to do what may innocently be done, 
s may add Hourly new vigour or refolution, and 
zure the power of refiftaii|p*when pleafure or in- 
reft (hall lend their charms to guilt. 



Vol. VIII. P 



THE IDLfefc. K # 5J. 



Numb. 53. Saturday, April ai, 1753* 
To the IDLE R. 

S I R, 

I Have a wife that keeps good company. Trti 
know chat the word good varies its meaning 
according to the value fet upon different qualities 
in different places. To be a good man in a col- 
lege) is to be learned; in a camp, to be brave; 
and in the city, to be rich. By good company in 
the place which I have the misfortune to inhabit, 
we underftand not only thofe from w|pom any good 
can be learned, whetjjet wifdom or Virtue ; or bj 
whom any good can be conferred, whether profit or 
reputation. Good company is the company of 
thole whole birth is high, and whofe riches ait 
great, or of thofe whom the rich and noble admit 
to familiarity. 

I am a gentleman of a fortune by no means exu- 
berant, but more than equal to the wants of my 
family, and for fome years equal to our defires. 
My wife, who had never been accuftomed to 
fplendour, joined her endeavours to mine in the 
fuperintendence^of our arconomy; we lived ia 
decent plenty, and were not excluded from moderate 
plcafures. 

But 
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But flight caufcs produce great effefts* All my 
tappinefs has been deftroyed byj*^iangerdf place; 
rirtd£l» too often merely local ; in forte fixations 
he air difeafes the body* and in others poifons the 
niiid teing obliged to remove my habitation, I 
ras led by my evil genius to a convenient houfe 
s a ftrdk where many of the nobility refide. We 
tad fcarcely ranged our furniture, and aired our 
ooms, when my wife began to grow difcontjented> 
Ad to wonder what the neighbours would think 
rhen they faw fo few chairs and chariots at her 
loon 

Her acquaintance who came to fee her from the 
piarter that we had left, mortified her without 
lefign, by continual enquiries about the ladies, 
rhofe houfes they viewed from our windows. She 
ras afliamcd*to confefs tha*ihe had no intercourfe 
rith them, and flickered h/r tliftrefs under general 
taiwers, which always tended to raife fufpicion that 
he knew more than flie would tell * but flie was 
iften reduced to diffictiKes, when the courfe of • 
allc introduced queftions about the furnitiye or 
ornaments of their houfes, which, when (he could 
pet no intelligence,. fce was forced to pafs (lightly 
iver, as things which (he faw fo often, that flie 
icver minded them, . 

To all thefe vexations (lie was refolvcrf.to put 
in end) and redoubled her vifirs t> thole' few of 
ier friends, who vifited thofc who kept good com- 
pany ; and, if ever (he met a lady of quality, forced 
terfelf into notice by refpedt and affiduity. Her 
advances were generally reje&ed ; and (he heard 

P 2 ^SB&* 
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them, as they went down (lairs, talk how fame, 
creatures put thgnifelves forward* 

She was not difcouraged, but crept forwanPfrom 
one to another and, as perfeverance will do great 
things, Tapped her way unperceived, till, unex* 
pe&edly, ihe appeared at the card-table of Udj 
Biddy Porpoijt>, a lethargick virgin of ie^nty-fe, 
whom all the families in the next iquare vifited very 
punctually when Ihe was not at home. 

This was the firft ftep of that elevation to which 
my wife has fince afcended. For five months (he 
had no name in her mouth but that of lady BiJJy, 
who, let the world fay what it would, had a tine 
underftanding, and luch a command of her temper, 
rhat, whether fhe won or loft, (he flept over her 
card*. 

At lady Biddy's fhe me: with lady Tawdry, whofc 
fivovr Ihe gained by cftimating her e^r-rings, 
whi^h were counterfeit, at twice the vaHe of real 
diamonds. When flic had once entered two houfes 
of diftin&ion, Ihe was ealily admitted into more, 
ami in ten wirckb had all her time anticipated by 
} arries and engagements. Kvcry morning Ihe is 
befpoke, in the iummer, for .the gardens ; in the 
winter, lor a laic ; every afternoon Ihe has vilus 
fo pay, and every night brings an inviolable ap- 
pii A n:;r.cTi: t or an aliembly in which the belt com- 
pany in th<* town were to appear. 

You w;!l eafily imagine that much of my do- 
meiVick comfort is uithdi avtn. I nevir ice my wife 
but .n the hurry of pieparation, or the languor ot 
v.r.rir.rl:,. To drels and to undrels is almott her 
whjic bufinefs a\ piivace, and the fcrvar.ts take 
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advantage of her negligence to increafe cxpence. 
But I can fupply her omiffion* by my ewn dili- 
gence, and (hould not much regret this new courfc 
of life, if it did nothing more than transfer to me 
the care of our accounts. The changes which it 
has made are more vexatious. My wife has no 
longer the ufe of her understanding. She has no 
rule of attion but the fafhion. She has no opinion 
but that of the people of quality. She has>p lan- 
guage but the dialeft of her own fet of cc^jpany. 
She hates and admires in hijmble imitation; and 
echoes the words charming and dctejlabl*^\x\\o\\x. 
consulting her own perceptions. 

If for a fpw minutes we fit down together, (he 
entertains me with the repartees off lady Cackle^ or 
the converfation of lord JVbiffier and mifs Quick, 
and wondejjp to find me receiving with indif- 
ference fayings which pyt*fll the company into 
laughter. 

By her old friends lhe is no longer very willing 
to bfc feen, but (he mud not rid herfelf of them all 
lit once ; and is fometi^es furprifed by her beft' 
vifitants in company which (he would not (hew, 
and cannot hide ; but from the moment that a 
countefs enters, (he takes care neither to hear nor 
fee them : they foon find themfelves jfeglcdted 
and retire, and flic tells her ladyfhip that they are 
fomehow related at a great diftance, and that as 
they are good fort of people (he cstfinot bC rude to 
them. 

As by this ambitious union with thofe that are 
above her, ihe is always forced upon difadvanta- 
. P i geo'j- 
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geous companions of her condition * 
flic has a conftao* fource of mifery wi 
pever returns from glittering aficmblies 
nificent apartments but Ac growls out h 
tent, and wonders why ihe was doomed 
digent a ftate. When (he attends the due 
jalc, (he always fees fome thing that (he cam 
and, that (he may not feem wholly infignific 
will (Retimes venture to hid, and often n 
quifittais which (he did not want at price 
(he cawot afford. 

WhA-adds to all this uneafinefs is, th 
expena is without ufe, and this vanity % 
honour * (h$ forfakes houfes where (he mi$ 
courted, for thofe where (he is only fuffered 
equals are daily made her enemies, and he 
periors will never be her friends, 

'lam, SI R, yours, &c 
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It 54. SATUR&Y, ^pril 28, I759. 
To the I D L, E R. 

** 

r have lately entertained your b&mirers 
h the cafe of an unfortunate hufbancf, and 
given a demonftrative proof yop are not 
en to hear appeals and terminate rences 
man and wife; I therefore take the li- 
prefent you with the cafe of an injured lady, 
s it chiefly relates to what I think the 
all a point of law, I fhall do in as juridical 
r as I am capable, and fubmit it to the 
ition of the learned gentlemen of thjK pro- 

us. In the ftyle of my marriage articles, a 
was bad and Jgkmnized about fix months 
arcen me and Mr. Savecbarges, a gentleman 
of a plentiful fortune of his own* and one 
was perfuadedj would improve* apd not 
ne. Jt* 
: our marriage Mr. Savecbargts had all sjlong 
i the falutary exercife of walking on foot, to 
iipered eafe, as he terms it, of lolling in a 
but notwithftanding his fine panegyricks 
ng, the great advantages the infantry were 
ble poffeflion of, and the many dreadful 
they efcaped, he found I had very different 

? 4 ^ 
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notions of an equipage, and was not cafily to be both 
verted, or gained over to his party. 

An equipage I was determined to have, whenever 
I married. I too well l£fcw the difpofition of pip 
intended confoat to leave the providing one intireljp 
to his honour, and flatter myfelf Mr. Savecbargu 
has, in the articles made previous to our marriage, 
agreed to keep me a coach ; but left I Ihould be mif- 
taken, gr the attorn ies fhould nqt have done me 
juftic* in methodizing or legalizing thefe half dozen 
words, I will fet about and transcribe that part of 
the agreement, which will explain the matter to you 
much better than can be done by one who is h 
deeply interefted in the event; and fliew on what 
foundation I build my hopes of being foon under 
ihe tranfporting, delightful denomination of a fa- 
shionable lady, who enjoys the exalted and much* 
envied felicity of bowling about in her own coach. 

€€ And further the faid Solomon Save charges % for 
lf divers good caufts and confiderations him here- 
" unto moving, hath agreed, and doth M|tt>y 
€i agree, that tht faid Solomon Savecbarges (hall and 
• 1 will, fo foon as conveniently may be after the fb- 
«< lemnization of the faid intended marriage, at his 
" own proper coft and charges, find and provide a 
" certain vehicle or f cur-wheel carriage^ commonly 
" called or known by the name of m coach ; which (aid 
" vehicle or wheel-carriage, fo called or known by 
" the name of a coach, ihall be ufed and enjoyed by 
" the laid Sukey Alodijb, his intended wife," [pray 
mind that, Mr. Iditr] cf at luch times and in fuch 
•« manner as flic the faid Sukey Mcdifij Hull think fit 
« 4 and convenient." 
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inch, Mr. Idler, is the agreement my faJRonate 
tirtr entered into; and what the dfar*frugal 
hand fcalls a performance of it remains to be de- 
ibed. Soon after the ceremony of figning and 
ling was over, pur wedding-clothes being fent 
Tie, and, in Ihort, every thing in readiriefs except 
coach, my own fhadow was fcarce more conftant 
n my paffionate lover in his attendance on me ; 
aried by his perpetual importunities for What he 
led a completion of his blifs, I confenteti to make 
a happy 5 in a few days I gave him my hand^ 
1, attended by Hymen in his ftffron-robes, s retired 
a country-feat of my hufbandS, where the honey- 
on flew over our heads ere we had time to re- 
lief ourfelves, or think of our engagements in 
ra. Well, to town we came, and you may be 
* f Sir, I expefted to ftep into my coach on my 
•ival here ; but, what was my furprize and difap- 
intment, when, inftead of this, he began to found 
my ears, " That the intereft of money was low, 
ff low ; and what a terrible thing it was to be 
:umbercd with a little regiment of fervants iif 
efe hard times." I could eafily perceive what all 
is tended to, but would not feem to underftand 
tn ; which made it highly neceflkry for Mr. Save- 
arge* to explain himfelf more intelligibly) to harp 
xm and proteft he dreaded the expence of keeping 
coach. And truly, for his part, he could not 
tnceive how the pleafure refulting from fuch a 
invenience could be aqy way adequate to the 
tavy expence attending it. I now thought it high 
me to fpeak with equal plainnefs, and told him, a^ 
ic fortune I brought fairly entitled me tp ride in 
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my own coach, and as I was fenfible his circumftancts 
would very well afford it, he mud pardon me if I 
infilled on a performance of his agreement. ' 

I appeal to you, Mr. Idler, whether any thing 
could be more civil, more complaifant, than this? 
And would you believe it, the creature in return, a 
few days after, accoited me in an offended tone, 
with, " Madam, I can now tell you your coach is 
" ready ; and fince you are fo paflionately fond of 

one, I intend you the honour of keeping a pur of 
f horfes. — You infifted upon having an article of 

pin-money, and horfes are no part of my agree* 
" ment." Bafe, defigning wretch ! — I beg your 
pardon, Mr. Idler, the very recital of fuch mean, 
ungentleman-like behaviour fires my blood, and 
lights up a flame within me. But hence, thou worft 
of monftcrs, ill-timed rage, and let me not fpoil my 
caufe for want of temper. 

Now though I am convinced I might make 4 
worfe ufe of part of the pin-money, than by ex* 
tending my bounty towards the fupport of fo ufeful 
? part of the brute creation ; yet, like a true-born 
tnglifti woman, I am fo tenacious of my rights and 
privileges, and moreover fo good a friend to the 
gentlemen of the law, that I proteft, Mr. Idler, 
(boner than tamely give up the point, and be 
quibbled out of my right, I will receive my pin* 
money, as it were, with one hand, and pay it to 
them with the other j provided they will give me, 
or, which is the fame thing, my truflees, encou- 
ragement to commence a fuit againft this dear 
frugal hufbandof mine. 

5 And 
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And of, this I can't haye the lcaft ihadow of 
doubt, inafimich as I have been told by very good 
authority, it is fome way or pther laid {fawn as * 
rule, <c * That whenever the law doth give any 
* c thing to one, it giveth impliedly whatever is ne- 
€€ ceffary for the taking and enjoying the fame/' 
Now I would gladly know what enjoyment I, or 
any lady in the kingdom, can have of a coach 
trithout horfes? The anfwer is obvious— None at 
all! For a* Serj. Qatlynt very wifely obferves, 
* c Though a coach ha$ wheels, to the end it may 
"djereby and by virtue thapof be enabled to 
w more % yet in point of tftili^ it may as well havfc 
« none* if they are not put in motion by means of 
« its vital parts, that is, the horfes." 

And therefore, Sir, I humbly hope you and the 
learned in the law will be of opinion, that two cer* 
tun animals, or quadruped creatures, commonly 
eaikd or known by the name of horfes, ought to be 
annexed to, and go along with the coach. 

SlTKEV SAVECHARCES t 
* Coke on Littleton* 
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F\ t umb. 5j. Saturday, May 5, 1759. 
To the IDLE R f 

Mr. Idler, 

1HAVE taken the liberty of laying before you 
my complaint, and of defiring advice or coofo* 
lation with the greater confidence, becaufc I believe 
many other writers tave fuffored the fame indigni- 
ties with myfelf, airo hope my quarrel will be re* 
garded by you and your readers as the common 
caufe of literature. 

Having been long a ftudent, I thought myfelf 
qualified in time to become. an author. My en- 
quiries have been much diverfificd and far extended, 
and not finding my genius directing me by irre- 
fiftible impulfe to any particular fubjeel, I deli- 
berated three years which part of knowledge to 
illuftratc by my labours. Choice is more often 
determined by accident than by reafon: I walked 
abroad one morning with a curious lady, and by her 
enquiries and obfervations was incited to write the 
natural hiftory of the county in which I refide. 

Natural hiftory is no work for one that loves hi* 
chair or his bed. Speculation may be purfued on 
a luic couch, but nature mud be obierved in the 
open air. I have collected materials with indefa- 
tigable pertinacity. I have gathered glow-worms 
in the evening, and fnails in the morning; I have 
fern :h;- daily clofc and open, I have heard the owl 
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rick at midnight, and hunted infe&s in the heat of 
ton. 

Seven years I was employed in colle&ing animals 
d vegetables, and then found that my defign was 
t imperfeft. The fubterranean treafures of the 
ace had been pafled unobferved, and another year 
is to be fpent in mines and coal-pits. What I 
id already done fupplied a fufficient motive to do 
ore. I acquainted myfelf with the black inhabi- v 
nts of metallic caverns, and, in defiance of damps 
id floods, Pandered through the gloomy laby^ 
aths, and gathered foffils froq^ every fifiure. 
At iaft I began to write* and as I finilhed any 
ftion of my book, read it to fuch of my friends as 
sre moft (kilful in the matter which it treated, 
one of them were fatisfied ; one difliked the dif- 
>fition of the parts, another the colours of the ftyle; 
ie advifed me to enlarge, another to abridge. I 
folved to read bo more, but to take my own way 
id write on, for by confultation I only perplexed 
y thoughts and retarded my work. 
The book was at laft finifhed, and I did not 
Hibt but my labour would be repaid by profit, and 
iy ambition fatisfied with honours. I confidered 
lat natural hiftory is neither temporary nor local, 
id that though I limited my enquiries to my own 
mnty, yet every part of the earth has produ&ions 
>mmon to all the reft. Civil hiftory may be par- ; 
ally ftudied, the revolutions of one nation may be 
tgle&ed by another, but after thaj in Which all 
ivc an intereft, all muft be inquifijfve. No man 
in have funk fo far into ftupidity as not to con- 
der the propertics^of the ground oa ^wKvcK 
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walks, of the plants on which he feeds, or tk 
animals that delight his ear or amufe his eye, and 
therefore I computed that univerfai curiofity would 
call for many editions of my book, and chat in fire 
years I (hould gain fifteen thoufand pounds by the 
lilc of thirty thoufand copies. 

When I began to write I infured the houfc, and 
fuflfcrcd the utmoft folicitude when I entrufted my 
book to the carrier, though I had fecured it againft 
mifchances by lodging two tranferipts in different 
places. At my arrival, I expefted that the pttrtM 
of learning would contend for the honour of a dedi- 
cation, and refolved to maintain the dignity of let- 
ters, by a haughty contempt of pecuniary felicita- 
tions. 

I took lodgings near the houfe of the royal lb- 
ciety, and expected every morning a xifit from the 
prcfident. I walked in the Park, and wondered 
that I overheard no mention of the great naturalifL 
At lad I vifited a noble earl, and told him of nay 
work ; he anfwered, that he was under an engage- 
ment never to fubferibe. I was angry to have that 
refufed which I did not mean to aflc, and concealed 
my defign of making him immortal. I went next 
day to another, and, in refentment df my late af- 
front, offered to prefix his name to my new book* 
He faid, coldly, th.it t: did net under ft and tlnfe 
things ; another thought there were too mmty books \ and 
another would talk with me when the races were ever. 

Being WM£cd to rind a man of learning fo in* 
decently fliyhied, I refolved to indulge the philo- 
fophical pride of retirement and independence. I 
then fent to lornc of the ^nrsA^L booV&Ucr* thm 
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plan of my book, and befpoke a large room in the 
next tavern,^ that I might more „ commod ioufly fee 
them together, and enjoy the oonteft, while they 
vere outbidding one another. I drank my coffee* 
ind yet nobody was come; at laft I received a 
note from one, to tell me, that he was going out 
af town; and from another, that natural hiftory 
iras out of his way ; at laft there came a grave 
(nan, who defired to fee the work, and, without 
opening it, told me, that a book of that fizc would 
never do. 

I then condefcended to ftep into (hops, and men- 
don my work to the mafters. Some never dealt 
with authors; others had their hands full; fome 
■ever had known fuch a dead time ; others had loft 
by all that they had publifhed for the laft twelve- 
month. One offered to print my work, if 1 could 
procure fubferiptions for five hundred, and would 
allow m$ two hundred copies for my property, I 
loft my patience, and gave him a kick, for which he 
has indi&ed me. 

I can eafily perceive, that there is a combination 
among them to defeat my expectations ; and I find 
it fo general, that I am fure it muft have been long 
concerted. I fuppofe fome of my friends, to whom 
I read the firft part, gave notice of my defign, and, 
perhaps, fold the treacherous intelligence at a higher 
price than the fraudulence of trade will now allow 
me for my book. 

Inform me, Mr. Idler > what I muft difa where 
muft knowledge and induftry find theigfcecompence, 
thus negle&ed by the high, and cheated by the 
iow ? I fbmetimes rcfolve to print, my book at my 
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own expence> and, like the Sibyl, double the price i 
and fometimes ant tempted, in emulation of Ri- 
leigb, to throw it into the fire, and leave this fordid 
generation to the curfes of poftcrity. Tell me, dear 
Idler, what I fliall do. 

I am, SIR, &c. 



Numb. 56. Saturday, May 21, 1759. 

THERE is fuch difference between the pur- 
fuirs of men, that one part of the inhabitants 
of a great city lives to little other purpofe than to 
wonder at the reft. Some have hopes and feir$> 
wiflies and avcrfions, which never enter into the 
thoughts of others, and enquiry is laboriously ex- 
erted to gain that which thofc who poflefs it are 
ready to throw away. 

To thofe who arc accuftomed to value every 
thing by its ufe, and have no fuch fuperfluity of 
time or money as may prompt them to unnatural 
wants or capricious emulations, nothing appears 
more improbable or extravagant than the love of 
curiofities, or that defire of accumulating trifles, 
which diftinguifhes many by whom no other diftinc- 
tion could have ever been obtained. 

He that has lived without knowing to what 
height defire may be raifed by vanity, with what 
rapture baubtrs are fnatched out of the hands of 
rival collectors, how the eagernefs of one raifes 
cagcrnefs in another, and ont vfotthlcfs purchife 
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es a fecond neceflary, may, by palling a few 
s at an au&ion, learn more than can be {hewn 
lany volumes of maxims or eflays. 
le advertifement of a fale is a fignal which 
nee puts a thoufand hearts in motion, and 
js contenders from every part to the fcene of 
bution. He that had refblved to buy no 
, feels his conftancy fubdued; there is now 
thing in the catalogue which completes his 
let, and which he was never before able to 

He whofe fober reflexions inform him, that 
Iding colle&ion to collection there is no end, 
that it is wife to leave early that which muft 
ft imperfect at laft, yet cannot with-hold him- 
r rom coming to fee what it is that brings fo 
r together, and when he comes is foon over- 
red by his habitual paflion ; he is attra&ed by 

feduced by example, and inflamed by com- 
on. 

hile the (lores of pride and happinefs are fur- 
1, one looks with longing eyes and gloomy 
tenancc on that which he defpairs to gain from 
her bidder; another keeps his eye with care 

fettling too long on that which he mod ear- 
f defires; and another, with more art than 
depreciates that which he values moft, in 
to have it at an eafy rate, 
ic novice is often furprized to fee what mi- 

and unimportant difcriminations increafe or 
lifli value. An irregular contortion of a tur- 
ed (hell, which common eyes pate unregarded, 
ten times treble its price in the imagination of 
l.VIIL CL philofo- 
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philofophers. Beauty is far from operating upon 
collators as upon low and vulgar minds, even 
where beauty might be thought the only quality 
that could deferve notice. Among the lheUs that 
pleafe by their variety of colours, if one can be 
found accidentally deformed by a cloudy fpbt, it is 
boaited as the pride of the collection. China is 
fometimcs purchafed for little lefs than its weight 
in gold, only becaufe it is old, though neither lefs 
brittle, nor better painted than the modern; and 
brown china is caught up with extafy, though no 
reafon can be imagined for which it fhouid be pre- 
ferred to common veflcls of common clay. 

The fate of prints and coins is equally inexpli- 
cable. Some prints are treafured up as ineftimably 
valuable, becaufe the impreflion was made before 
the plate was finifhed. Of coins the price rifes not 
from the purity of the metal, the excellence of the 
workmanfliip, the elegance of the legend, or the 
chronological ufe. A piece, of which neither the 
inscription can be read, nor the face diftinguiihed, 
if there remain of it but enough to fhew that it is 
fare, will be fought by contending nations, and 
dignify the treafury in which it (hall be fhown. 

Whether this curiofity, fo barren of immediate 
advantage, and fo liable to depravation, does more 
harm or good, is not eafily decided. Its harm is 
apparent at the firft view. It fills die mind with 
trifling ambition ; fixes the attention upon things 
which have fcldom any tendency towards virtue or 
wifdom ; employs in idle inquiries the time that is 
given for better purpofes* and often ends in mean 
5 and 
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and dilhoneft pra&ices, when dcfirc increafts. by 
indulgence beyond the power of honeft gratifica- 
tion. ~ 

Thefe are the effefts of curiofity in excefs ; but 
what pafllon in excefs will not become vicious ? All 
indifferent qualities and practices are bad if they are 
compared with thofe which are good, and good if 
they arc oppofed to thofe that are bad. The pride 
or the pleafure of making collections, if it be re- 
firained by prudence and morality, produces a 
pleating rcmifiion after more laborious ftudies ; fur- 
niflues an amufement not wholly unprofitable for 
that part of life, the greater part of many liv*, 
which would otherwife be loft in idlenefs or vice ; 
it produces an ufeful traffick between the induftry of 
indigence and the curiofity of wealth; it brings 
many things to notice that would be neglected ; 
mud by fixing the thoughts upon intelle&ual plea- 
lures, refifts the natural encroachments of fcnfuality,, 
And maintains the mind in her lawful fuperiority. 
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Numb, 57. Saturday, Maj 19, 1^9, 

PRUDENCE is of more frequent ufe than any ] 
other intelle&ual quality ; it is exerted on flight 
occafions, and called into aft by the curfory bafincft 
of common life. 

Whatever is univerfally necefiary, has been granted 
to mankind on eafy terms. Prudence, as it is always 
wanted, is without great difficulty obtained. It re- 
quires neither extenfive view nor profound fearch,but 
forces itfelf, by fpontaneous impulfc, upon a mind 
neither great nor bufy, neither ingrofled by vaft de- 
figns nor diftradted by multiplicity of attention. 

Prudence operates on life in the fame manner as 
rules on compofition ; it produces vigilance rather 
than elevation, rather prevents lofs than procures 
advantage ; and often efcapes mifcarriages, but fel* 
doni reaches either power or honour. It quenches 
that ardour of enterprize, by which every thing is 
done that can claim praife or admiration ; and re- 
preffes that generous temerity which often fails and 
often fucceeds. Rules may obviate faults, but can 
never confer beauties ; and prudence keeps life fafe, 
but docs not often make it happy. The world is 
not amazed with prodigies of excellence, but when 
wit tramples upon rules, and magnanimity breaks 
the chains of prudence. 

One of the mod prudent of all that have fallen 
within my obfcrvaiion, is my old companion Sopbrtm> 
H7iu has palled through the Nvotld in <\uicc > by per- 
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petual adherence to a few plain maxims, and wonders 
* how contention and diftrefs can fo often happen. 
The firft principle of Sophron is to run no hazards. 
Though he loves money, he is of opinion, that fru- 
gality is a more certain fource of riches than in- 
duftry. It is to no purpofe that any profpedt of 
large profit is fet before him j he believes little about 
futurity, and does not love to truft his money out of 
his fight, for nobody knows what may happen. He 
has a fmall eftate, which he lets at the old rent, be- 
caufe it is better to have a little than nothing j but he 
rigoroufly demands payment on the ftated day, for 
be that cannot fay one quarter cannot fay two. If he 
is told of any improvements in agriculture, he likes 
the old way, has obferved that changes very feldom 
anfwer expedtation, is of opinion that our forefathers 
knew how to till the ground as well as we ; and con- 
cludes with an argument that nothing can overpower, 
that the expence of planting and fencing is imme- 
4iate, and the advantage diftant, and that he is no 
<4Rfe man who will quit a certainty for an uncertainty. 

Another of Sopbron's rules is, to mind no bufinefs but 
his own. In the date he is of no party ; but hears 
and fpeaks of publick affairs with the fame coldnefs 
as of the adminiftration of fome ancient republick. 
If any flagrant aft of fraud or op predion is men- 
tioned, he hopes that all is not true that is told: if 
mifconduft or corruption puts the nation in a flame, 
he hopes that every man means well. At elections he 
leaves his dependants to their own choice, and de- 
clines to vote himfelf, for every candidate is a good 
man, whom he is unwilling to oppofc or offend. 
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If difputes happen among his neighbours, he ob- 
serves an invariable and cold neutrality. His punAo- 
aliry has gained him the reputation of honefty, and 
his caution that of wifdom, and few would refufe to 
refer their claims to his award. He might hare 
prevented many expenlive law-fuits, and quenched 
many a feud in its firft fmoke, but always refutes the 
office of arbitration, becaufe he mud decide againft 
one or the other. 

With the affairs of other families he is always 
unacquainted. He fees eftates bought and fold, 
fquandered and increafed, without praifing the eco- 
nomift, or cenfuring the fpendthrift. He never 
courts the rifing, left they (hould fall ; nor infults 
the fallen, left they lhould rife again. His caution 
has the appearance of virtue, and all who do not 
want his help praife his benevolence; but if any 
man folicits his afliftance, he has juft fent away all 
his money; and when the petitioner is gone, de- 
clares to his family that he is forry for his misfor- 
tunes, has always looked upon him with particular 
kindnefs, and therefore could not lend him money, 
left he lhould deftroy their friendftiip by the necef- 
fity of enforcing payment. 

Of domeftick misfortunes he has never heard. 
When hq is told the hundredth time of a gentle- 
man's daughter who has married the coachman, he 
lifts up his hands with aftoniftiment, for he always 
thought her a very fobcr girl. When nuptial quar- 
rels, after having filled the country with talk and 
laughter, at laft end in feparation, he never can con- 
ceive how it happened, for he looked upon them as 
m kjppy couple. 
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If his advice is aflced, he never gives any parti- 
cular dire&ion, becaufe events are uncertain, and he 
will bring no blame upon himfelf ; but he takes thp 
confulter tenderly by the hand, tells him he make$ 
his cafe his own, and advifes him not to aft rafhly, 
but to weigh the reafons on both fides ; obferves, 
that a man- may be as eafily too hafty as too flow, 
and that as many fail by doing tab much as too little; 
that a wife man has two ears and one tongue ; and thdt 
Utile Jaid is Joon amended ; that he could tell him this 
and that, but that after all every man is the beft judge 
of his own affairs. 

With this fome are fatisfied, and go home with 
great reverence of Sopbron's wifdom, and none are 
offended, becaufe every one is left in full poffefTion 
of his own opinion. 

Sopbron gives no characters. It is equally vain to 
tell him of vice and virtue, for he has remarked that 
no man likes to be cenfured, and that very few are 
delighted with the praifes of another. He has a few 
d&tts which he ufes to all alike. With refpeft to 
fortune, he believes every family to be in good cir- 
cumftances ; he never exalts any underftanding by 
lavifh praife, yet he meets with none but very fen- 
fible people. Every man is honeft and hearty, and 
every woman is a good creature. 

Thus Sopbron creeps along, neither loved nor hated, 
neither favoured nor oppofed : he has never attempt- 
ed to grow rich, for fear of growing poor ; and has 
raifed ho friends, for fear of making enemies. 
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Numb. 58. Saturday, May 26, 1759. I 

PLEASURE is very feldom found where it is 
fought. Our brighteft blazes of gladnefs are 
commonly kindled by unexpected fparks. The 
flowers which fcatter their odours from time to time 
in the paths of life, grow up without culture from 
feeds fcattered by chance. 

Nothing is more hopelefs than a fcheme of mer- 
riment. Wits and humourifts are brought together 
from diftant quarters by preconcerted invitations; 
they come attended by their admirers prepared to 
laugh and to applaud : they gaze a-while on each 
other, afhamed to be filent, and afraid to fpeak; 
every man is difcontcnted with himfclf, grows 
angry with thofe that give him pain, and refolves 
that he will contribute nothing to the mcrrim#t 
of fuch worthlefs company. Wine inflames the 
general malignity, and changes fullennefs to pe- 
tulance, till at lad none can bear any longer the 
pre fence of the reft. They retire to vent their in* 
dignation in fafcr places, where they are heard with 
attention; their importance is reftorcd, they reco- 
ver their good humour, and gladden the night with 
wit and jocularity. 

Merriment is always the effeft of a fudden im* 
preffton. The jeft which is expeded is already de- 
ftroyed. The mod a&ive imagination will be fome- 
iimo torpid under the fri^ttj influence of melancholy, 
6 
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and fometimes occafions will be wanting to tempt 
the mincf, however volatile, to Tallies and e&ur- 
fions. Nothing was ever faid with uncommon fe- 
licity, but by the co-operation of chance ; and, 
therefore, wit as well as valour muft be content to 
fhare its honours with fortune. 

All other pleafures are eqylly uncertain ; the 
general remedy of uneafinefs is change of place 
almoft every one has fome journey of pleafure in 
his mind, with which he flatters his expeftatioii. 
He that travels in theory has no inconvenience ; he 
has ihade and funfhine at his difpofal, and wherever 
he alights finds tables of plenty and looks of gaiety. 
Thefe ideas are indulged till the day of departure 
arrives, the chaife is called, and the progrefs of hap- 
pinefs begins. 

A few miles teach him the fallacies of imagina- 
tion. The road is dufty, the air is fultry, the horfes 
are fluggifh, and the poftilion brutal. He longs 
£ar the time of dinner, that he may eat and reft. 
The inn is crowded, his orders are negle&ed, and 
n6thing remains but that he devour in hafte what 
the cook has fpoiled, and drive on in queft of bet- 
ter entertainment. He finds at night a more com- 
modious houfe, but the bed is always worfe than he 
expe&ed. 

He at laft enters his native province, and re- 
folves to feaft his mind with the converfation of his 
old friends, and the recolle&ion of juvenile fro- 
licks. He ftops at the houfe of his friend, whom 
he defigns to overpower with pleafure by the unex- 
pe&ed interview. He is not known till he tells his 
name, and revives the memory of hirafelf by a gra- 
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dual explanation. He is then coldly received, and 
cereAonioufly feafted. He haftes away to another, 
whom his affairs have called to a diftant place, aod 
having feen the empty houfc, goes away difguft- 
cd, by a difappointnaent which could not be in* 
tended becaufe it could not be forefeen. At the 
next houfe he finds every face clouded with mif. 
fortune, and is regaAed with malevolence as aa un- 
reafonable intruder, who comes not to vifit but to 
infult them. 

It is feldom that we find either men or places 
fuch as we expe£t them. He that has piduied a 
profpeft upon his fancy, will receive little pleafure 
from his eyes j he that has anticipated the conver- 
sation of a wit, will wonder to what prejudice he 
owes his reputation. Yet it is neceflary to hope, 
though hope fhould always be deluded ; for hope 
itfclf is happinefs, and its fruftrations, however 
quent, are yet lefs dreadful than its extin&ion. 
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Numb. 59* Saturday, June 2, 1759. 

IN the common enjoyments of life, we cannot 
very liberally indulge the jyfent hour, but by 
anticipating part of the pleafure which might have 
relieved the tedioufnefs of another day; and any 
uncommon exertion of ftrength, or perfeverance in 
labour, is fucceeded by a long interval of languor 
ind wearinefs. Whatever advantage we fnatch 
beyond the certain portion allotted us by nature, 
is like money fpent before it is due, which at the 
time of regular payment will be miffed and re- 
gretted. 

. Fame, like all other things which are fuppofed to 
give or to encreafe happinefs, is difpenfed with the 
fame equality of diftribution. He that is loudly 
pteifed will be clamoroufly cenfured ; he that rifes 
haftily into fame will be in danger of finking fud- 
denly into oblivion. 

Of many writers who filled their age with won- 
der, and whofe names we find celebqwted in the 
books of their contemporaries, the works are now 
no longer to be feen, or are feen only amidft the 
lumber of libraries which are feldom vifited, where 
they lie only to lhew the deceitfulnefs of hope, and 
the uncertainty of honour. 

Of the decline of reputation many caufes diy be 
afiigned. It is commonly loft becaufe it never was 
defcrvedi and was conferred at firft, not by the fuf- 
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frage of criticifm, but by the fondncfs of friend- 
lhip, or fervility of flattery. The great and popu- 
lar are very freely applauded, but all foon grow 
weary of echoing to each other a name which has 
no other claim to notice, but that many mouths are 
pronouncing it at once. 

But many have -loft the final reward of their 
labours, becaufe they were too hafty to enjoy it. 
They have laid hold on recent occurrences, and 
eminent names, and delighted their readers with al« 
lufions and remarks, in which all were intereftcd, 
and to which all therefore were attentive. But 
the effeft ceafed with its caufe ; the time quickly 
came when new events drove the* former from me- 
mory, when the viciflitudes of the world brought 
new hopes and fears, transferred the love and 
hatred of the publick to other agents, and the 
writer, whofe works were no longer aififted by gra- 
titude or rcfentment, was left to the cold regard of 
idle curiofity. 

He that writes upon general principles, or de- 
livers univerfal truths, may hope to be often read, 
becaufe his work will be equally ufeful at all ti nes 
and in every country ; but he cannot expert it to 
be received with eagernefs, or to fpread with ra- 
pidity, becaufe defire can have no particular lb- 
mutation ; that which is to be loved long mud be 
loved with reafon rather than with paflion. He 
that lays out his labours upon temporary iubjects, 
eafily finds readers, and quickly lofes them ; for 
what (hould make the book valued when its fubjed 
h no more ? 
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Thefe obfcrvations will (hew the reafon why the 
poem of Hudibras is almoft forgotten, however cm- 
bellifhed with fentiments and diverfified with allu- 
fions, howerer bright with wit, and however folid 
with troth. The hypocrify which it dete&ed, and 
the folly which it ridiculed, have long vanilhed 
from publick notice* Thofe who had felt the mif- 
chief of difcord, and the tyranny of ufurpation, 
read it with rapture, for every line brought back 
to memory fomething known, and gratified refent- 
ment, by the juft cenfure of fomething hated. But 
the book which was once quoted by princes, and 
which fupplied cqnverfation to all the afiemblies of 
the gay and witty, is now feldom mentioned, and 
even by thofe that affeft to mention it, is feldom read. 
So vainly is wit lavifhed upon fugitive topicks, fo little 
can architecture fecure duration when the ground is 
falfc. 



r 
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Numb- 60. Saturday, June 9, 1759b 

CRITICISM is a ftudy by which men grow 
important and formidable at very fmali ex* 
pence. The power of invention has been con- 
ferred by nature upon few, and the labour of learn- 
ing thofe fciences which may by mere labour be 
obtained is too great to be willingly endured 1 but 
every man can exert fuch judgment as he has upon 
the works of others ; and he whom nature has made 
weak, and idlenefs keeps ignorant, may yet fupport 
his vanity by the name of a critick. 

I hope it will give comfort to great numbers who 
are paffing through the world in obfeurity, when I 
inform them how eafily diftin&ion may be obtained. 
All the other powers of literature are coy and 
haughty, they mull be long courted, and at laft 
are not always gained; but criticifm is a goddefs 
eafy of accefs and forward of advance, who will 
meet the flow, and encourage the timorous; the 
want of nQkning (he fupplies with words, and tho 
want of fpirit (he recompenfes with malignity* 

This profcflion has one recommendation peculiar 
to itfelf, that it gives vent to malignity without 
real mifchief. No genius was ever blafted by the 
breath of criticks. The poifon which, if confined, 
wotftd have burft the heart, fumes away in empty 
hifles, and malice is fet at eafe with very little 
dinger to mcriu The critick U the only man whofe 
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riumph is without another's pain, and whofc great- 
aefs does not rife upon another's ruin. 

To a ftudy at once fo eafy and fo reputable, fo 
najicious and fo harmlefs, it cannot be neceffary to 
invite my readers by a long or laboured exhorta- 
tion; it is fufficient, fince all would be criticks if 
they could, to (hew by one eminent example that all 
:an be criticks if they will. 

Dick Minim, after the common courfe of puerile 
[tudies, in which he was no great proficient, was 
put apprentice to a brew<y-, with whom he had lived 
:wo years, when his uncle died in the city, and 
left him a large fortune in the docks. Dick had 
for fix months before ufed the company of the lower 
players, of whom he had learned to fcorn a trade, 
ind being now at liberty to follow his genius, he 
refolved to be a man of wit and humour. That he 
night be properly initiated in his new charafter, he 
xcquented the coffee-houfes near the theatres, where 
ic liftened very diligently, day after day, to thofe 
who talked of language and fentiments, and unities 
ind cataftrophes, till by flow degrees he began to 
Jiink that he und^rfl0bd fomething of the ftage, and 
loped in time to talk himfelf. 

But he did not truft fo much to natulgl fagacity, 
is wholly to negleft the help of books. When 
he theatres were (hut, he retired to Richmond with 
1 few feledt writers, whofe opinions he imprefled 
jpon his memory by unwearied diligence 5 and, 
*rhen he returned with other wits to the t<|pn, was 
ible to. tell, in very proper phrafes, that the ftief 
bufinefs of art is to copy nature; that a perfedt 
writer is not to be expected, becaufe genius de- 
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cays as judgment increafes ; that the great ait is the 
art of blotting; and that, according to the role of 
Horace, every piece fliould be kept nine years. 

Of the great authors he now began to difplay the 
chara&ers, laying down as an univerfal pofition, that 
all had beauties and defects. His opinion was, that 
Shake/pear , committing himfclf wholly to the impulft 
of nature, wanted that corre&nefs which learning 
would have given him ; and that Jon/on , trufting to 
learning, did not fufficiently call his eye on nature. 
He blamed the fianza of Spenfer, and could not 
bear the hexameters of Sidney. Denbam and Waller 
he held the firft reformers of Englijh numbers ; and 
thought that if Waller could have obtained the 
ftrcngth of Denbam, or Denbam the fwcetnefs of 
Waller, there had been nothing wanting to complete 
a poet. lie often expreffed his commifcration of 
Drydens poverty, and his indignation at the age 
which fuffered him to write for bread ; he repeated 
with rapture the firft lines of All for Love, but 
wondered at the corruption of tafte which could 
bear any thing fo unnatural as rhyming tragedies. 
In Otivay he found uncommon powers of moving the 
paflions, but was dilgufled by his general negli- 
gence, and blamed him for making a confpirator his 
hero; and never concluded his difquifnion, without 
remarking how happily the found of the clock is 
made to alarm the audience. Southern would have 
been his favourite, but that he mixes comick with 
tragick feencs, intercepts the natural courfc of the 
paflions, and fills the mind with a wild confufion of 
mirth and melancholy. The verification of Rvwc 
he thought too melodious for the ftage, and too little 
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varied in different paflions. He made it the great 
fault of Congreve, that all his perfons were wits* and 
that he always wrote with more art than nature. He 
confidered Cato rather as a poem than a play, and 
Allowed Addifon to be the complete matter of alle- 
gory and grave humour, but paid ho great defe- 
rence to him as a critick. Me thought the chief 
merit of Prior was in his eafy tales and lighter 
poems, though he allowed that his Solomon had many 
noble fentimencs elegantly cxprtffcd. In Swift he 
ciifcovered an inimitable vein of irony, and an cafi- 
nefs which all would hope and few would attain. 
Pope he was inclined to degrade from a poet to a 
vcrfifier, and thought his numbers rather lufcious 
than fwfefct. Me often lamented the hegledt o( 
Phadra and Hippolitus y and wiftied to fee the ftage 
under better regulations. 

Thcfe affertions paffed commonly tincontradidted; 
and if riow and then an Opponerit ftarted up, he was 
quickly teprcffed by the fuffrages of the company, 
ini Minim went away from every difpute with ela- , 
tion of heart and iiicreafe of confidence. 

He now grew conf$ious of his Abilities, and began 
to talk of the prefcnt ftate of dramatick poetry ; 
wondered what was become of the comick genius 
Which fupplied our anceftors with wit and pteafantry, 
and why no writer could be found that dufft now 
venture beyond a farce. He faw no reafon for 
thinking that the vein of humour was exhaufted, 
fince we live in a country where liberty fuffers every 
chara&er to fpread itfclf to its utmoft bulk, and 
which therefore produces more originals than all the 
reft of the world together* Of tragedy he con- 
Vox. VllL R 
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eluded bufincfs to be the foul, and yet often hinted 
that love predominates too much upon the modem 
ftage. 

He was now an acknowledged critick, and hid 
his own feat in a coffee-houfe, and headed a parry 
in the pit. Minim has more vanity than ill-nature, 
and fcldom deflres to do much mifchiefj he will 
perhaps murmur a little in the ear of him that fits 
next him, but endeavours to influence the audience 
to favour, by clapping when an a&or exclaims je 
gods, or laments the mjfery of his country. 

By degrees he was admitted to rehearfals, and 
many of his friends are of opinion, that our prefent 
poets are indebted to him for their happieft thoughts i 
by his contrivance the bell was rung twice in Bar- 
barcjfa, and by his perfuafion the author of Clcznc 
concluded his play without a couplet; for what can 
be more abfurd, laid Minim, than that part of a 
play "fliould be rhymed, and part written in blank 
verfe ? and by what acquifition of faculties is the 
fpeaker, who never could find rhymes before, en- 
abled to rhyme at the conclufion of an act ? 

He is the great invclligator of hidden beauties, 
and is particularly delighted when he finds ib* 
jiunJ an echo to tbt Jttije. He has read all oaf 
poets with particular attention to this delicacy of 
verification, and wonders at the fupineneU with 
which their works have been hitherto perutedj ib 
that no man has found the found of a drum in this 
dillich, 

u When pulpit, drum cccleftaftic* 

« Was beat with fift idfcaiof* ftick 9 n 

wail 
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that the wonderful lines upon honour and a 
lie have hitherto pafled without notice, 

" Honour is like the glaffy bubbly 

** Which cofts philofophers fuch trouble ; 

" Where one part crack'd, the whole does fly^ 

w And wits are crack'd to find out why. 

k ef« verfes, fays Minim, we have two ftriking 
nmodations of the found to the fenfe. It is 
ffible to utter the two lines emphatically with- 
in a<5t like that which they defcribe* bubble 
trouble caufing a momentary inflation of the 
cs by the retention of the breath, which is after* 
s forcibly emitted, as in the praftjee of blowing 
is. But the greateft excellence is in the third 
which is crack' d in the middle to exprefs a 
and then (hivers into monofyllables. Yet has 
diamond lain negle&ed with common ftoncs, 
among the innumerable admirers of Hudibras 
ibfervation of this fuperlative paflage has beat* 
<cd for the fagacity of Minim. 
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Numb. 61. Saturday, June i6, 1755. 

MR. Minim had now advanced himfelf to the 
zenith of critical reputation ; when he was in 
the pit, every eye in the boxes was fixed upon himi 1 
when he entered his coffee-houfe, he was furrounded 
by circles of candidates, who pafled their noviciate 
of literature under his tuition ; his opinion was tflced 
by all who had no opinion of their own, and yet 
loved to debate and decide * and no compofition wa 
fuppofed to pafs in fafety to poftcrity, till it had 
been fecured by Minim's approbation. 

Minim profeflfes great admiration of the wifdora 
and munificence by which the academies of the 
continent were railed, and often wifhes for fome 
ftandard of tafte, for fome tribunal, to which merit 
may appeal from caprice, prejudice, and malignity. 
He has formed a plan for an academy of criticifin, 
where every work of imagination may be read before 
it is printed, and which (hall authoritatively di red the 
theatres what pieces to receive or rejeft, to exclude 
or to revive. 

Such an inftitution would, in Dick's opinion, 
fprend the fame of Englijb literature over Europe 
<u\d make lj>ndon the metropolis of elegance and 
politrncls the place to which the learned and in- 
genious of all countries would repair for inflrufhon 
and improvement, and where nothing would any 
longer be applauded or endured that was not con- 
formed 
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formed to the niceft rules, and finifhed with the 
higheft elegance. 

Till fome happy conjun&ion of the planet? (hall 
difpofe our princes or minifters to make themfclves 
immortal by fuch an academy, Minim contents him- 
felf to prefide four nights in a week in a critical 
fociety fele&ed by himfelf, where he is heard with- 
out contradiction, and whence his judgment is dif- 
feminated through the great vulgar and the fmall. 

When he is placed in the chair of criticifm, he 
declares loudly for the noble fimplicity of our an- 
ceftors, in oppofition to the petty refinements, and 
ornamental luxuriance. Sometimes he is funk in 
defpair, and perceives falfe delicacy daily gaining 
ground, and fometimes brightens his countenance 
with a gleam of hope, and prcdi&s the revival of 
the true fublime. He then fulminates his loudeft 
cenfures againft the monkifti barbarity of rhyme ; 
wonders how beings that pretend to reafon can be 
pleafed with one line alway| ending like another ; 
tells how unjuftly and unnaturally fenfe is facrificed 
to found ; how often the beft thoughts are mangled 
fry the nedeffity of confining or extending them to 
the dimenfions of a couplet ; and rejoices that genius 
has, in our days, fhaken off the ftiackles which had 
encumbered it fo long. Yet he allows that rhyme 
may fometimes be borne, if the lines be often broken 
and the paufes judicioufly diverfified. 

From blank verfe he makes an eafy tranfition to 
Milton, whom he produces as an example of the flow 
advance of lafting reputation. Milton is the only 
writer in whofe books Minim can read for ever without 
wearinefs. What caufc it is that exempts thispleafore 

R 3 W 
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from fatiety he has long and diligently cnquirtd, 
and believes it to confift in the perpetual variatioa rf 
the numbers, by which the ear is gratified and the at* 
tention awakened. The lines that are commonly 
thought rugged and unmufical, he conceives to hate 
been written to temper the melodious luxury of the 
reft, or to exprefs things by a proper cadence: for 
he fcarcely finds a verfe that has not this favourite 
beauty ; he declares that he could (hiver in a hot* 
houfe when he reads that 

c< the ground 
" Burns frore, an J cold performs th* cffc&cffire; 

and that when Milton bewails his blindnefsj the 
verfe 

" So thick a drop ftrenc has quench 'd thefe orbs," 

has, he knows not how, fomething that ftrikes him 
with an obfeure fenfation like that which he fancier 
would be felt from the found of darknefs. 

Minim is not fo confident of his rules of judgment 
as not very eagerly to catch new light from the name 
of the author. He is commonly fo prudent as to 
fpare thofe whom he cannot refift, unlefs, as will 
lomctimes happen, he finds the publick combined 
againft them. But a freih pretender to fame he is 
ftrongly inclined to cenfure, till his own honour re* 
quires that he commend him. Till he knows the 
fuccefs of a compofition, he intrenches himfelf in 
general terms; there are fome new thoughu and 
beautiful paflages, but there is likewife much which 
he would have advifed the author to expunge. He 
has feveral favourite epithets, of which he has never 
6 fex&td 
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fettled the meaning, but which are very commodi- 
twfly applied to books which he has not read, or 
cannot underftand. One is manly, another is dry, 
another ftiff, and another fiimxy ; fometimes he dif- 
covers delicacy of ftyle, and fometimes meets with 
Jtrange exprejjions* 

He is never fo great, or fo happy, as when a youth 
of promifing parts is brought to receive his dtreftions 
far the profecution of his ftudies. He then puts on 
a very ferious airs he advifes the pupil to read none 
but the beft authors, and, when he finds one congenial 
to his own mind, to ftudy his beauties, but avoid his 
faults, and, when he fits down to write, to confider 
how his favourite author would think at the prefent 
time on the prefent occafion. He exhorts him to 
catch thofe moments when he finds his thoughts ex- 
panded and his genius exalted, but to take care led: 
imagination hurry him beyond the bounds of nature. 
He holds diligence the mother of fuccefs ; yet en- 
joins him, with great earneftne£s, not to read more 
than he can digeft, and not to confufc his mind by 
purfuing ftudies of contrary tendencies. He tells 
him, that every man has his genius, and that Gcero 
could never be a poet. The boy retires illuminated, 
xefolves to follow his genius, and to think how Mil- 
tin would have thought : and Minim fcafts upon his 
awn beneficence till another day brings another 



THE IDLER. 



Numb. 62. Saturday, June 23, 1755, 
To the IDLER. 

S I R, 

AN opinion prevails almoft univerfally in die 
world, chat he who has money has every 
thing. This is not a modern paradox, or the tenet 
of a fmall and obfeure fe&, but a perfuafion which 
appears to have operated upon mod minds in ill 
ages, and which is fupported by authorities fo nu- 
merous and fo cogent, that nothing but long expe- 
rience could have given me confidence to queftkm 
its truth. 

But experience is the ted by which all the philo- 
fophcrs of the prefent age agree, that fpeculation 
mud be tried ; and I may be therefore allowed to 
doubt the power of mdney, fince I have been a long 
time rich, and have not yet found that riches can 
make me happy. 

My father was a farmer, neither wealthy nor in- 
digent, who gave me a better education than was 
Uutable to my birth, becaufe my uncle in the city 
defigned me for his heir, and defired that I might 
be bred a gentleman. My uncle's wealth was the 
perpetual fubjed of converfation in the houfe \ and 
when any little misfortune befell us, or any mortifi- 
cation dejeded us, my father always exhorted me 
to hold up my head, for my uncle would never 
marry. 

5 



. THE IDLER* 



249 



My uncle, indeed, kept his promife. Having 
his mind completely bufied between his warehoufe 
and the 'Change, he felt no tedioufnefs of life, nor 
jmy want of domeftick amufements. When my fa- 
ther died, he received me kindly but, *fter a few 
months, finding no great pleafure in the converfa- 
tion of each other, we parted, and he remitted me a 
fmall annuity, on which I lived a quiet and ftudious 
Jife, without any wifi* to grow great by the death of 
niy benefa&or. 

But though I never fufiered any malignant impa- 
tience to take hold on my mind, I could not forbear 
fometimes to imagine to myfelf the pleafure of 
being richi and when J read of diyerfions and 
magnificence, refolved to try, when time fhould put 
the trial in my power, what pleafure they could 
afford, 

My uncle, in the latter Ipring of his life, when 
his ruddy cheek and his firm nerves promifed him a 
long and healthy age, diec^ of an apoplexy. His 
« death gave me neither joy nor forrow. He did me 
good, a^d I regarded him with gratitude; but I 
could not pleafe him, and therefore could not love 
Jam. 

He had the policy of little minds, who love to 
furprize; and having always rcprefented his for- 
tune as lefs than it was, had, I fuppofe x often grati- 
fied himfelf with thinking, how I fhould be de* 
lighted to find myfelf twice as rich as I expedted. 
My wealth was fuch as exceeded all the fchemes of 
txpence which I had formed, and I foon began to 
expand my thoughts, and look round for fome pur- 
fh^fc of felicity. 
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The mod ftriking effc£t of riches is the (plendour 
of drefs > which every man has obferved to enforce 
refpedt, and facilitate reception ; and my firft defirc 
was to be fine. I fent for a taylor who was em- 
ployed by the nobility, and ordered fuch afuit of 
clothes as I had often looked on with involuntary 
fubmiflion, and am afhamcd to remember with 
what flutters of expectation I waited for the boor 
when I fhould iflue forth in all the fplendour of 
embroidery. The clothes were brought, and for 
three days I obferved many eyes turned towards me 
as I pa(Ted : but I felt myfelf obftru&ed in the 
common intercourfe of civility, by an uneafy con- 
fcioufnefs of my new appearance ; as I thought my- 
fclf more obferved, I was more anxious about my 
mien and behaviour ; and the mien which is formed 
by care is commonly ridiculous. A fhort time ac- 
cuftomed me to myfclf, and my drefs was without 
pain, and without pleafure. 

For a little while I tried to be a rake, but I 
began too late ; and having by nature no turn for 
a frolick, was in great danger of ending in a 
drunkard. A fever, in which not one of my com- 
panions paid me a vifit, gave me time for reflection. 
1 found that there was no great pleafure in breaking 
windows and lying in the round-houfe ; and rc- 
IblvcJ to aflbciate no longer with thole whom, 
though I had treated and bailed them, I could not 
ni.i!vt fiiends. 

1 then changed my meafures, kept running horfir*, 
and had the comfort of feeing my name very often 
in :hc news. 1 had a che&'nut horfe, the grandfbn of 

.wj, w ho won four plate*, and ten by-mttches; 
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and a bay filly, who carried off the five years old 
plate, and was expe&ed to perform much greater 
exploits, when my groom broke her wind, bccaufe 
I happened t<v catch him felling oats for been 
This happinefs was foon at an end j there was no 
pleafure when I loft, and when I won I could not 
much exalt myfelf by the virtues of my horfe« I 
grew afliamed of the company of jockey lords, and 
refolved to fpend no more of my time in the liable. 

It was now known that I had money and would 
fpend it, and I pafled four months in the company 
of architefts, whofe whole bufinefs was to perfuade 
me to build a houfe. I told them that I had more 
room than I wanted, but could not get rid of their 
importunities. A new plan was brought me every 
morning; till at laft my conftancy was overpowered, 
and I began to build. The happinefs of building 
tailed but a little while, for though I love to fpend, 
I hate to be cheated ; and I foon found, that to 
fetiild is to be robbed. 

* How I proceed in the purfuit of happinefs, yoq 
Jfcall hear when I find myfelf difpofed to write, 
v*/* I am, S J R, (fcc. 

Tim Ranoeju 
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Numb. 63. Saturday, June 30, 1759. 

TH E natural progrefs of the works of men is 
from rudenefs to convenience, from convc- 
nience to elegance, and from elegance to nicety. 

The firft labour is enforced by neceffity. The 
favage finds himfelf incommoded by heat and cold, 
by rain and wind ; he fhelters himfelf in the hollow 
of a rock, and learns to dig a cave where there was 
none before. He finds the fun and the wind ex* 
eluded by the thicket, and when the accidents of the 
chace, or the convenience of pafturage leads him 
into more open places, he forms a thicket for him* 
fclf, by planting flakes at proper diftances, and 
laying branches from one to another. 

The next gradation of {kill and induftry produces 
a houfe, clofed with doors, and divided by parti* 
tions ; and apartments are multiplied and difpofed 
according to the various degrees of power or inven- 
tion* improvement fucceeds improvement, as he 
that is freed from a greater evil grows impatient of 
a lefs, till eafe in time is advanced to pleafure. 

The mind fet free from the importunities of na- 
tural want, gains leifure to go in fearch of fuper- 
fluous gratifications, and adds to the ufes of habita- 
tion the delights of profpett. Then begins the 
reign of fymmctry ; orders of archite&ure are in- 
vented, and one part of the edifice is conformed to 
another, without any other rcafon, than that the eye 
may not be offended. 
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The paflagc is very fhort from elegance to luxury. 
onick and Corinthian columns are foon fucceeded by 
;ilt cornices, inlaid floors, and petty ornaments, 
rhich fhew rather the wealth than the tafte of the 
K>ffeflbr. 

Language proceeds, like everything elfe, through 
improvement to degeneracy* The rovers who firft 
take poflefiion of a country, having not many ideas, 
tad thofe not nicely modified or difcriminatcd, were 
contented if by general terms and abrupt fentences 
they could make their thoughts known to one ano- 
ther i as life begins to be more regulated, and pro- 
perty to become limited, difputes muft be decided* 
and claims adjufted; the differences of things are 
noted, and diftindtnefs and propriety of exprcflion 
become neceffary. In time, happinefs and plenty 
pve rife to curiofity, and the fciences are cultivated 
for eafe and pleafure j to the arts which are now to 
be taught, emulation foon adds the art of teaching ; 
and the ftudious and ambitious contend not only 
who (hall think beft, but who (ball tell their thoughts 
in the mod pleafing manner. 

Then begin the arts of rhetorick and poetry, the 
regulation of figures, the feleftion of words, the 
modulation of periods, the graces of tranfition, the 
complication of claufes, and all the delicacies of 
ftyle and fubtilties of compofition, ufeful while they 
advance perfpicuity, and laudable while they in- 
creafe pleafure, but eafy to be refined by needlefs 
fcrupulofity till they lhall more embarrafs the writer 
than aflift the reader or delight him. 

The firft ftate is commonly antecedent to the 
pra&ice of writing; the ignorant efiays of im- 
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perfeft diltion pafs away with the farage geoeu- 
tion that uttered them. No nation can trice their 
language beyond the fecond period, and even of 
that it does not often happen that many monuments 
remain. 

The fate of the Englijb tongue is like that of 
others. We know nothing of the fcanty jargon of 
our barbarous anccftors, but we have fpecimens of 
our language when it began to be adapted to civil 
and religious purposes, and find it fuch as might 
naturally be expe&ed, artlefs and fimplc, uncon- 
nected and concife. The writers feem to have de- 
fired little more than to be under flood, and perhaps 
feldom afpired to the praife of pleating. Their 
verfes were confidered chiefly as memorial, and 
therefore did not differ from profc but by the mea- 
fore Or the rhyme. 

In this ftate, varied a little according to the dif- 
ferent purpoles or abilities of writers, our language 
may be faid to have continued to the time o( 
Gower, whom Chaucer calls his mailer, and who t 
however obfeured by his fcholar's popularity, feems 
juftly to claim the honour which has b#en hitherto 
denied him, of (hewing his countrymen that fome- 
thing more was to be defired, and that Englijb verfe 
might be exalted into poetry. 

From the time of Gower and Chaucer, the Englijb 
writers have fludicJ elegance, and advanced their 
language, by fucceflive improvements, to as mucfi 
harmony as it can eafily receive, and as much co- 
pioufnefs as human knowledge has hitherto re- 
quired* Thefc advances have not been made at 
nil rimes with the fame d\U%c&ce or the fame fuc- 
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ccfs. Negligence has fufpended the courfe of in'i- 
provement, or affc&ation turned it afidej time has 
elapfed with little change, or change has been made 
Without amendment. But elegance has been long 
kept in view with attention as near to conftancy as 
fife permits* till every man now endeavours to excel 
Others in accuracy, or outlhine them in fplendour of 
ftyle, and the danger is, left care fhould too foon pafs 
to affcCtation. 



Numb. 64* Saturday, July 7, 1759. 
To the IDLE R. 

* • 
SLR, 

* A S' niture has made every man defirous of hap- 
Zl. pinefs, I flatter myfelf, that you and your 
readers cannot but feel fome curiofity to know the 
fequel of my ftory ; for though by trying the dif- 
ferent fchemfcs of pleafure, I have yet found nothing 
in which I could finally acquiefce ; yet the narrative 
of my attempts will not be wholly without ufe, fince 
*e always approach nearer to truth as we deteft more 
and more varieties of error, 

Hyhen 1 had fold my racers, and put the orderi 
tif architefture out of my head, my next refolution 
was to be z'Jine gentleman. I frequented the polite 
cbffee-h'oufes, grew acquainted with all the men of 
humour, 4nd gained the right of bowing familiarly 
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to half the nobility. In this new fcene of life my 
great labour was to learn to laugh. I had been 
ufed to confider laughter as the effect of merri- 
ment, but I foon learned that it is one of the am 
of adulation, and, from laughing only to fhew that 
I was pleafed, I now began to laugh when I wiihed 
to pleafe. This was at firft very difficult. I fome- 
times heard the (lory with dull indifference, and, 
not exalting myfelf to merriment by due grada- 
tions, burft out fuddenly into an awkward noifc, 
which was not always favourably interpreted. Some* 
times I was behind the reft of the company, and 
loft the grace of laughing by delay, and fometimes 
when I began at the right time was deficient in 
loudnefs or in length. But by diligent imitation of 
the bed models, I attained at laft fuch flexibility of 
mufcles, that I was always a welcome auditor of a 
ftory, and got the reputation of a good-natured 
fellow. 

This was fomething; but much more was to be 
done, that I might be univerfally allowed to be a 
fine gentleman. I appeared at court on all publick 
days ; betted at gaming tables, and played at all 
the routs of eminence. I went every night to the 
opera, took a fidlcr of difputed merit under my 
protection, became the head of a muficai fa&ion, 
and had fometimes concerts at my own houle. 1 
once thought to have attained the higheft rank of 
elegance, by taking a foreign finger into keeping. 
But my favourite (idler contrived to be arrefted on 
the night of a concert, for a finer fuit of clothes 
than I had ever prefumed to wear, and I loft all the 
fame of patronage by refufing to bail him. 
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My next ambition was to (it for my pi&ure* I 
Ipcnt a whole winter in going from painter to 
painter, to befpeak a whole length of one, and a 
half length -of another; I talked of nothing but 
attitudes, draperies, and proper lights took my 
friends to fee the pifturcs after every fitting ; heard 
every day of a wonderful performer in crayons and 
miniature, and lent my pictures to be copied $ wa$ 
told by the judges that they were not like, and was 
recommended to other artifts. At length, being 
not able to pleafe my friends, I grew^efs pleafed 
myfelf* and at laft refolved to think no more 
about it. 

It was irripofilble td live in total idlertcfs: and 
wandering about in fearch of fomething to do, I 
Was invited to a weekly meeting of virtuofos, and 
frit myfelf inftantaneoufly feized with an unex- 
tinguifhable ardour for all natural curiofities. I 
ran from auction to au&ion, became a critick in 
(hells and foflils, bought a Hortus Jiccus of inefti- 
friable value, and purchafed a fecret ait of pre- 
ferring infe&s, which made my colle&ion the envy 
of the other philofophers. I found this pleafure 
mingled with much vexation. All the faults of 
my life were for nine months circulated through the 
town with the mod a&ive malignity, becaufe I 
happened to catch a moth of peculiar variegation ; 
and becaufe I once out-bid all the lovers of {hells 
and carried off a nautilus, it was hinted that the 
validity of my uncle's will ought to be difputed. 
I will not deny that I was very proud both of 
the moth and of the (hell, and gratified myfelf 

Vol. VIII. S with 



T E IDLER 



with the envy of my companions, perhaps sure 
than became a benevolent being. But in tune I 
grew weary of being hated for that which pro- 
duced no advantage, gave my (hells to children dot 
wanted play-things, and fupprefled the art of drying 
butterflies, becaufe I would not tempt tdlencfe and 
cruelty to kill them. 

• 1 now began to feel life tedious, and wi&ed tt 
ftore myfelf with friends, with whom I might 
grow old in the interchange of benevolence. I 
had obfervtd that popularity was moft enfcly gained 
by an open tabic, and therefore hired a French 
cook, furnifhed my fide-board with great magni- 
ficence, filled my cellar with wines of pompous 
appellations, bought every thing that was dear 
before it was good, and invited all thofe who 
were moft famous for judging of a dinner. In 
three weeks my code gave me warning, and, upon 
enquiry, told me that Lord $u€ajy % who dined 
with me the day before, had fent him an offer of 
double wnges. My pride prevailed, I raifed his 
wages, and invited his lordfhip to another (twSL 
I love plain meat, and was therefore fbon weary 
of fpreadirig a table of which I could not par* 
take. I found that my gucfts, when they went 
away, criticifed their entertainment, and cen- 
fured my profufion; my cook thought himfclf 
neceflary, and took upon him the dire&on of 
the houfe; and I could not rid myfelf of flat* 
tcrers, or break from flavery, but by (hutting np 
my houfe, and declaring my rcfolution to live in 
lodgings. 

After 



N*6$. THE IDLER. 159 



After all this, tell me, dear Idler, what I muft do 
text ; I have health, I have money, and hope that I 
have underftanding ; yet, with all thefe, I have never 
been able to pafs 3 fingle day which I did not 
wifh at an end before fun-fet. Tell me, dear Idler* 
what I (hall do* I am 

Your humble fervant, 

Tim. Ranger* 



Numb. 65. Saturday, July 14, 1759. 

THE icqucl of Clarendon's hiftory, at laft hap- 
pily publifhed, is an acceflion to Englijb lite- 
rature equally agreeable to the admirers of elegance 
and the lovers of truth ; many doubtful fafts may 
now be afcertained, and many qucftions, after long 
debate, may be determined by decifive authority. 
He that records tranfadions in which himfelf was 
engaged, has not only an opportunity of knowing 
innumerable particulars which efcapc fpe&ators, # 
but has his natural powers exalted by that ar- 
dour which always rifes at the remembrance of 
our own importance, and by which every mantis 
enabled to relate his own a&ions better than ano- 
ther's- • 



The 
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The difficulties through which this work has 
ftrugglcd into light, and the delays with which our 
hopes have been long mocked, naturally lead the 
mind to the conflderation of the common fate of 
pofthumous compofitions. 

He who fees himfelf furrounded by admirers, and 
whofc vanity is hourly fcafted with all the luxuries 
of ftudicd praife, is eafily perfuaded that his influ- 
ence will be extended beyond his life; that they 
who cringe in his prefencc will reverence his me- 
mory; and that thofe who are proud to be num- 
bered among his friends, will endeavour to vindicate 
his choice by zeal for his reputation. 

With hopes like thefe, to the executors of Swift 
was committed the hiftory of the laft years of Queen 
sfnne, and to thofe of Pope the works which remain- 
ed unprinted in his clofct. The performances of 
Pope were burnt by thofe whom he had perhaps fc- 
lefted from all mankind as moft likely to publifh 
them ; and the hiftory had likewife periflicd, had not 
a draggling tranfeript fallen into bufy hands. 

The papers left in the clofet of Pe'trejc fupplied 
his heirs with a whole winter's fuel ; and many of 
the labours of the learned Bifhop Lloyd were con* 
fumed in the kitchen of his defendants. 

Some works, indeed, have efcaped total defini- 
tion, but yet have had reafon to lament the fate of 
orphans expofed to the frauds of unfaithful guar- 
di%ns. How Hale would have borne the mutila- 
tions which his Pleas of the Crown have fuflfercd 
from the editor, they who know his charadler will 
eafily conceive. 

The 
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The original copy of Burnet's hiftory, though 
'omifed to fome publick* library, has been never 
ven ; and who then can prove the fidelity of the 
jblication, when the authenticity of Clarendon's 
ftory, though printed with the fanttion of one of 
e firft univerfities of the world, had not an unex- 
:6ted manufcript been happily difcovered, would, 
ith the help of fa&ious credulity, have been brought 
to queftion by the two lowed of all human beings, 
fcribbler for a party, and a commiffioner Qf ex- 
fe? 

Vanity is often no lefs mifchicvous than negli- 
nce or diftionefty. He that poffefles a valuable 
anufcript, hopes to raife its efteem by conceal- 
ent, and delights in the diftindtion which he ima- 
nes himfelf to obtain by keeping the key of a 
rafure which he neither ufes nor imparts. From 
m it falls to fome other owner, lefs vain, but more 
gligent, who confiders it as ufelefs lumber, and 
Is himfelf of the incumbrance. 
Yet there are fome works which the authors mud 
nfign unpubliflied to pofterity, however uncertain 
the event, however hopelefs be the truft. He 
it writes the hiftory of his own times, if he ad- 
res fteadily to truth, will write that which his own 
ics will not eafily endure. He muft be content 
repofite his book till all private paflions fhall 
ifc, and love and hatred give way to curiofity. 
But many leave the labours of half their life to 
fir executors and to chance, becaufc they will not 

It would be proper to repofite, in fome publick place, the 
lufcript of Clarendon^ which has not efcaped all fufpicion of 
aithful publication, 

S 3 fed^ 
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fend them abroad unftniflicd, and are unable to finilh 
them, having prefcribed to thcmfclves fuch a de- 
gree of exaftnefs as human diligence can fcarcely 
attain. Llcyd, fays Burnet > did mt lay #«/ bis farm- 
ing with the fame diligence as be laid it in. He was 
always hefltating and enquiring, railing obye&ioM 
and removing them, and waiting for clearer tight 
and fuller difcovery. Baker, after many years pafed 
in biography, left his manufcripts to be buried in a 
library, becaufe that was imperfect which could 
never be perfe&ed. 

Of thefe learned men, let thofe who afptre to the 
fame praife, imitate the diligence, and avoid the 
fcrupulofity. Let it be always remembered that life 
is (hort, that knowledge is endlefs, and that many 
doubts deferve not to be cleared. Let thofe whom 
nature and ftudy have qualified to teach mankind, 
tell us what they have learned while they are yet 
able to tell it, and truft their reputation only to 
themfclvcs. 
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Numb. 66. Saturday, July 21, 1759. 

NO complaint is more frequently repeated among 
the learned, than that of the wafte made by 
time among the labours of antiquity. Of thofe who 
on£e filled the civilized world with their renown, 
nothing is ;now left but their names, which are left 
only to raife defircs that never can be fatisfied, and 
forrow which never can be comforted. 

Had all the writings of the ancients been faith- 
fatty delivered down from age to age, had the Alc*- 
andriau library been fpared, and the Palatine repo-** 
fitories remained unimpaired, how much might we 
have known of which we arc now doomed to be ig- 
norant! how many laborious enquiries, and dark 
cotije&ures, how many collations of broken hints 
and mutilated paflages, might have been fpared I 
We fhould have known the fuccefiions of princes, 
ike revolutions of empire, the a&ions of the grea^, 
and opinions of the wife, the laws and conltitutions 
of every (late, and the arts by which publick gran- 
deur and happinefs are acquired and preferved ; we 
ihould have traced the progrefs of life, feen colonies 
from diftant regions take poffeffion of European de» 
ferts, and troops of favages fettled into communities 
by the defire of keeping what they had acquired j 
we (hould have traced the gradations of civility, and 
travelled upward to the original of things by.t^ie 
light of hiftory, till in* remoter times it had glim* 
inured io fable, and at lad funk into darknefs. 

S 4 K 
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If the works of imagination had been lefs dimi- 
nifhed, it is likely that all future times might have 
been fupplied with inexhauftible amufement by the 
fiftions of antiquity. The tragedies of Sophocles and 
Euripides would have fhewn all the ftronger paffions 
in all their diverfitics ; and the comedies of Menan- 
der would have furnifhed all the maxims of do- 
meftick life. Nothing would have been necefiary 
to moral wifdom but to have ftudicd thefc great 
mailers, whofe knowledge would have guided doubt, 
and whofc authority would have filenccd cavils. 

Such arc the thoughts that rife in every ftudent, 
when his curiofity is eluded, and his fearches arc 
frufti atcd ; yet it may perhaps be doubted, whether 
our complaints arc not fometimcs inconfiderate, and 
whether we do not imagine more evil than we feel. 
Of the ancients, enough remains to excite our emu- 
lation, and diredt our endeavours. Many of the 
works which time has left us, we know to have been 
thofe that were moll cfteemed, and which antiquity 
itfclf confidered as models ; fo that, having the ori- 
ginals, we may without much regret lofe the imita- 
tions. The obfeurity which the want of contem- 
porary writers often produces, only darkens Angle 
pillages, and thofe commonly of flight importance. 
The general tendency of every piece may be known, 
and though that diligence deferves praife which leaves 
nothing unexamined, yet its mifcarriages are not 
much to be lamented ; for the molt ufeful truths are 
always univerfal, and unconnected with accidents 
and cuftoms. 

Such is the general confpiracy of human nature 
againft contemporary merit, that if we bad inherited 
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rom antiquity enough to afford employment for th$ 
aborious, and amufement for the idle, I know not 
vhat room would have been left for modern genius 
>r modern induftry ; almoft every fubjedt would 
lave been pre-occupied, and every ftyle would have 
:>een fixed by a precedent from which few would 
lave ventured to depart. Eveiy writer would have 
tiad a rival, whofe fuperiority was already acknow- 
ledged, and to whofe fame his work would, evei* 
before it was feen, be marked out for a facrifice. 

We fee how little the united experience of man- 
kind have been able to add to the heroick charac- 
ters difplayed by Homer , and how few incidents the 
fertile imagination of modern Italy has yet pro- 
duced, which may not be found in the Iliad and 
Odyjfey. It is likely, that if all the works of the 
Athenian philofophers had been extant, Malbrancbe 
and Locke would have been condemned to be filent 
readers of the ancient metaphyficians ; and it is aft 
parent, that if the old writers had all remained,«the 
Idler could not have written a difquiGtion on thp 
]ofs. 
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Numb. 67, Saturday, July 28, 1759. 



To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

IN the oUervations which you have made on the 
various opinions and purfuits of mankind, you 
mull often, in literary converfations, have met with 
men who conGder diffipation as the great enemy of 
the intellect; and maintain, that in proportion at 
the ftudent keeps himfelf within the bounds of a 
fettled plan, he will more certainly advance ia 
fcicncc. 

This opinion is, perhaps, generally true; yet, 
when we contemplate the inquifitive nature of the 
lypman mind, and its perpetual impatience of all re- 
ftraint, it may be doubted whether the faculties may 
not be contracted by confining the attention $ and 
whether it may not fometimes be proper to rifque 
the certainty of little for the chance of much. Ac* 
quifitions of knowledge, like blazes of genius, are 
often fortuitous. Thofe who had propofed to them- 
felves a methodical courfe of reading, light by ac- 
cident on a new book, which feizes their thoughts 
and kindles their curiofity, and opens an unexpected 
profpeft, to which the way which they had prefcribed 
to themfelves would never have conducted them. 

To enforce and illullrate my meaning, I have fent 
you a journal of three days employment, found 

among 
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among the papers of a late intimate acquaintance ; 
who, as will plainly appear, was a man of vaft de- 
figns,* and of vaft performances, though he fome- 
times defigned one thing and performed another. 
I allow that the Speftator\ inimitable productions of 
this kind may well difcourage all fubfequent jour- 
nalifts; but, as the fubjedt of^his is different from 
that of any which the Spetfator has giveifc us, I leave 
it to you to publilh or fupprefs k, • 

Mem. The following three days I propofe to 
give up to reading ; and intend, after all the delays 
which have obtruded themfelves upon me, to finilh 
tny Ejffay on the Extent of the Mental Powers ; to re- 
vife my Treat if e on Logick ; to begin the Epick which 
I have long projefted ; to proceed in my perufal of 
the Scriptures with Grotius's Comment ; and at my 
Icifurc to regale myfelf with the works of clafiicks, 
ancient and modern, and to finifli my Ode to Afire- 
rimy. * 

Monday.] Defigned to rife at fix, but, by my fer- 
vant's lazinefs, my fire was not lighted before eight, * 
when I dropped into a flumber that lafted till nine ; 
at which time I rofe, and, after breakfaft, at ten fat 
do^n to ftudy, propofing to begin upon my EJfay ; 
but finding occafion to confult a paflage in P/ato, 
was abforbed in the perufal of the repubiick till 
twelve* I had negle&ed to forbid company, and 
now enters Tom Carelefs> who, after half an hotlr's 
chat, infifted upon my going with him to enjoy 
an abfurd character, that he had appointed, by an 
advertifement, to meet him at a particular coffte- 
houfe. After we had for fome time entertained our* 
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felves'with him, wc fallicd our, dcfigning each to 
repair to his home ; but, as it fell out, coming up 
in the ftreet to a man, whofe fteel by his fide declar- 
ed him a butcher, we overheard him opening an ad- 
drefs to a gentcclilh fort of young Lady, whom he 
walked with : ff Mifs, though your father is matter 
cc of a 'coal-lighter, «and you will be a great fortune, 
€t 'tis true; yet I wi(h I may be cut into quarters 
cc if it is not only love, and not lucre of gain, that 
€€ is my motive for offering terms of marriage."' A* 
this lover proceeded in his fpeech, he miflcu us tJ.c 
length of three ftreets, in admiration at the unbmncd 
power of the tender paflion, that could foften even 
the heart of a butcher. We (hen adjourned to a 
tavern, and from thence to one of the publick 
gardens, where I was regaled with a mod amufing 
variety of men poffefling great talents, fo difcoloured 
by affectation, that they only made them eminently 
ridiculous ; (hallow things, who, by continual dif- 
fipation, had annihilated the few ideas nature had 
given them, and yet were celebrated for wonderful 
pretty gentlemen ; young ladies extolled for their 
wit, becaufe they were handfomc; illiterate empty 
women as well as men, in high life, admired 
for their knowledge, from their being relblutcly 
pofitive; and women of real undcrftanding fo far 
from pleafing the polite million, that they fright- 
ened them away, and were left lolitary. When wc 
quitted this entertaining fecne, Tom preffed me, ir- 
refiftibly, to fup with him. I reached home at 
twelve, and then reflected, that though indeed I 
had, by remarking various characters, improved my 
iolight into huinan nature, yet (till I had ncglcded 



ijic ftudics propofed, and accordingly took up my 
Treatife on Logick, to give it the intended revifal, but 
found my fpirits too much agitated, and could not 
forbear a few fatirical lines, under the title of The 
Evening's Walk. 

Tuefday.] At breakfaft, feeing my Ode to Aftro- 
nomy lying on my defk, I was ftnick with a train of 
ideas, that I thought might contribute to its im- 
provement. I immediately rang my bell to forbid 
all vifitants, when my fervant opened the door, 
With, cc Sir, Mr. Jeffery Gape." My cup dropped 
out of one hand, and my poem out of the other, I 
could fcarce aflc him to fit ; he told me he was going 
to walk, but as there was a likelihood of rain, he 
would fit with me j he faid, he intended at firft to 
have called at Mr. Vacanfs, but as he had not feen 
me a great while, he did not mind coming out of 
his way to wait on me; I made him a bow, but 
thanks for the favour ftuck in my throat. I afked 
him if he had been to the cofFec-houfe i he replied, 
two hours. 

Under the opprelflon of this dull interruption, I 
fat looking wiflifully at the clock ; for which, to in- 
creafe my fatisfa&ion, I had chofen the infeription, 
Art is long) and life is Jhort\ exchanging qucftions 
and anfwers at long intervals, and not without fome 
hints that the weather-glafs promifed fair weather. 
At half an hour after three he told me he would 
trefpafs on me for a dinner, and defired me to fend 
to his houfe for a bundle of papers, about inclofing 
a common upon his eftate, which he would read to 
me in the evening. I declared mylelf bufy, and 
Mr. Gape went away. r 

6 Wwee^ 
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Having dined, to compofe my chagrin I took 
up Virgil, and feveral other clafficks, but could ooc 
calm my mind, or proceed id my fchemc. Ac 
about five I laid my hand on a bible that lay on my 
table, at firil with coldnefs and infenfihility ; but 
was imperceptibly engaged in a clofe attention to its 
fublime morality, and felt my heart expanded by 
warm philanthropy, and exalted to dignity offend- 
ment I then cenfured my too great folicitude, and 
my difguft conceived at my acquaintance, who had 
been fo far from defigning to offend, that he only 
meant to lhcw kindnefs and refpeft. In this ftraia 
of mind I wrote An EJfay on Benevolence, and An 
Elegy on Jublunary Difaff ointments. When I had 
tinilhed thefe, at eleven, I fupped, and recollected 
how little I had adhered to my plan, and almoft 
queftioned the poflibility of purfuing any fettled and 
uniform defign ; however, I was not fo far perfuaded 
of the truth of thefe fuggeftions, but that I refolved 
to try once more at my fcheme. As I obferved the 
moon Ihining through my window, from a calm and 
bright fky fpangled with innumerable ftars, I in* 
dulgcd a pleaflng meditation on the fplendid fecne, 
and iinifhed my Ode to Aftronomy. 

lVednefday.\ Rofe at feven, and employed three 
hours in pcrulal of the Jcriptures with Grotiuss com- 
ment i and after break fa ft fell into meditation con- 
cerning my projected epUk- 9 and being in fome doubt 
as to the particular lives of fome heroes, whom I 
propofeJ to celebrate, I confulted Eaylt and Moreri 9 
and was engaged two hours in examining various 
lives and characters, but then refolved to go to my 
employ ment. When I was featcd at my dcik, ami 
5 V*^u\ 
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began to feci the glowing fucceflTon of poetical ideas, 
my fervant brought me a letter from a lawyer, re- 
quiring my inftant attendance at Gray's Inn for half 
an hour. I went full of vexation, and was involved 
in bufinefs till eight at night > and then, being too 
much fatigued to ftudy, fupped, and went to bed. 

Here my friend's journal concludes, which per- 
haps is pretty much a pifture of the manner in which 
many profecute their ftudies. I therefore refolved 
to lend it you, imagining, that if you think it worthy 
of appearing in your paper, fome of your readers 
may receive entertainment by recognifing a refem- 
blance between my friend's conduct and their own. 
It muft be left to the Idler accurately to afcertain 
the proper methods of advancing in literature ; but 
this one pofition, deducible from what has been faid 
above, may, I think, be reafonably afferted, that he 
who finds himfelf ftrongly attra&ed to any particular 
ftudy, though it may happen to be out of his pro- 
poled fcheme, if it is not trifling or vicious, had 
better continue his application to it, fince it is like- 
ly that he will, with much more eafe and expedition, 
attain that which a warm inclination ftimulates him 
to purfue, than that at which a prefcribed law com- 
pels him to toil. 

I am, &c. 
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Numb. 68* Saturday, Augufi 4, 1759. 

AMONG the ftudics which have cxercifed 
the ingenious and the learned for more than 
three centuries, none has been more diligently or 
more fuccefsfully cultivated than the art of tranfla- 
tion \ by which the impediments which bar the way 
to fcience are, in fomc mcafure, removed, and the 
multiplicity of languages becomes lefs incom- 
modious. 

Of every other kind of writing the ancients have 
left us models which all fucceeding ages have 
laboured to imitate ; but tranflation may juftly be 
claimed by the moderns as their own. In the firft 
ages of the world inftru&ion was commonly oral, 
and learning traditional, and what was not written 
could not be traoflated. When alphabetical writing 
made the conveyance of opinions and the tranfmif- 
fion of events more cafy and certain, literature did 
not BouriQi in more than one country at once, or 
diftant nations had little commerce with each other j 
and thofe few whom curiofity fent abroad in queft 
of improvement, delivered their acquifitions in their 
own manner, dcfirous perhaps to be conGdered as 
the inventors of that which they had learned from 
others. 

The Greeks for a time travelled into Egypt, but 
they tranflatcd no books from the Egyptian language 1 

and 
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tthd when the Macedonians had overthrown the em- 
pire of Perjia, the countries -that became fubjeft to 
Grecian dominion ftudie4 on ty the Grecian literature. 
The books of the conquered nations* if they had 
any among them, funk into oblivion ; Greece con- 
fidertd herfelf as the miftrefs if not as the parent of 
arts, her language contained all that was fuppofed 
to be known, and, except the facred writings of the 
Old Teftament, I knQW not that the Jibrary of 
Alexandria adopted any thing from a foreign tongue. 

The Romans confeffed thcmfelves the fcholars of 
the Greeks, and do not appear to have cxpe&ed, 
what has fmce happened, that the ignorance of fuc- 
ceeding ages would prefer them tor their teachers. 
Every man who in Rome afpircd to the praife of li- 
terature, thought it neceflary to learn Greek, and 
had no need of verfions when they could ftudy the 
originals. Tranflatipn, however, was not wholly 
negle&ed. Dramatick poems could be underftood 
by the people in no language but their own, and 
Jie Romans were lometimes entertained with the 
tragedies of Euripides aild the comedies of Menander. 
Dther Workfc were fometimes attempted ; irt an old 
c hoi i aft there is mention of a Latin Iliad, and we 
lave not wholly loft T ully's verfion of the poem of 
4ratus j but it do£s not appear that any man grew 
mincnt by interpreting another, and perhaps it was 
nore frequent to trahflate forexercile or amufement, 
han for fame. 

The Arabs were the firft nation who felt the ar- 
tour of tranflation; when they had fubdued the 
aftern provinces of the Greek empire, they found 
heir captives wifer than themfelves, and made hafte 

Vol. VIII. T 
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to relieve their wants by imparted knowledge. Tber 
difcovered that many might grow wife by the labour 
of a few, and that improvements might be mad* 
with fpeed, when they had the knowledge of former 
ages in their own language. They therefore made 
hade to lay hold on medicine and philofophyi aad 
turned their chief authors into Armkick. Whether 
they attempted the poets is not known; their literary 
zeal was vehement, but it was (hoit, and probably 
expired before they had time to add the arts of ele- 
gance to thofe of neceffity. 

The ftudy of ancient literature was interrupted in 
Europe by the irruption of the northern nations, who 
lubverted the Roman empire, and eredted new king- 
doms with new languages. It is not ftrange, that 
fuch confufion fhould fufpend literary attention; 
thofe who loft, and thofe who gained dominion, had 
immediate difficulties to encounter, and immediate 
miferies to redrefs, and had little lei lure, amidft the 
violence of war, the trepidation of flight, the diftrefTes 
of forced migration, or the tumults of unfettled con- 
queft, to enquire after fpcculative truth, to enjoy the 
amufement of imaginary adventures, to know the 
hiftory of former ages, or ftudy the events of any 
other lives. But no fustier had this chaos of domi- 
nion funk into order, than learning began again to 
Rourifh in the calm of peace. When life and poflef- 
lions were fecure, convenience and enjoyment were 
foon fought, learning was found the higheft gratifi- 
i ation of the mind, and tranilation became one of the 
mean* by which it was imparted. 



At 
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At laft, by a concurrence of many caufes, the 
European world was rouaed from its lethargy ; thofe 
arts which bad been long obfeurely ftudied in the 
gloom of monafteries became the general favourites 
of mankind * every nation vied with its neighbour 
for the prize of learning ; the epidemical emulation 
fpread from fouth to north, and curioGty and tranfla- 
tion found their way to Britain. 



Numb. 69. Saturday, Augufi n, 1759. 

HE that reviews the progrefs of Englifb litera* 
ture, will find that tranflation was very early 
cultivated among us, but that fome principles, 
either wholly erroneous or too far extended, hindered 
our fuccefs from being always equal to our dili- 
gence. 

Chaucer, who is generally con fide red as the fa- 
ther of our poetry, has left a verfion of. Boetius on 
the Comforts of Pbilofopby, the book which feems to 
have been the favourite of the middle ages, which 
had been tranflated into Saxon by king Alfred, and 
illuftrated with a copious comment afcribed to Aquinas. 
It may be fuppofed that Chaucer would apply more 
than common attention to an author of fo much cele- 
brity, yet has attempted nothing higher than a v^fion 
ftri&)y literal, and has degraded the poetical parts to 
profe, that the constraint of verification might not 
ebftru& his z<al for fidelity. 

T 2 Caxton 
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Caxton taught us typography about the year 1474. 
The tird book printed in Englijb was a tranflation. 
Caxton was both the ttanflator and pfidter 6f the 
Deftruccion cf Trove, a book which, iri that infancy 
of learning, was confldered as the belt account of 
the fabulous ages, and which, though now driven 
out of notice by authors of no greater ufe or value, 
itill continued to be read in Caxton s Englijb to the 
beginning of the prefent century. 

Caxton proceeded as he began, and, except the 
poems of Gower and Chancer, printed nothing but 
tranflations from the French, in which the original 
is fo fcrupuloufly followed, that they afford us little 
knowledge of our own language though the words 
are Englijb, the phrafc is foreign. 

As learning advanced, new works were adopted 
into our language, but 1 think with little improve- 
ment of the art of tranflation, though foreign na- 
tions and other languages offered us models of a 
better me thod ; till in the age of Elizabeth we began 
to find that greater liberty was neceflary to elegance, 
and that elegance was neceflary to genera] recep- 
tion; fome elfays were then made upon the Italian 
poets wjirch deferve the praife and gratitude of 
poltcrity. 

But the old practice was not fuddenly forfaken ; 
McHintd tilled the nation with literal tranflation, and, 
w!iat is yet more ftninge, the fame exa&ncfs was 
obitinatrly praftifed in the verfions of the poets. 
Thift abfurd labour of conftruing into rhyme was 
c ountenanced by Jcnjenxn his verfion of lUrace j and 
whether it be that more men have learning than ge- 
nius, or that the endeavours of that time were more 

dvtc&ed 
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.directed towards knowledge than delight, the ac- 
curacy of Jonfon found more imitators than the ele- 
gance of Fairfax i and May, Sandys, and Holiday, 
confined themfelves to the toil pf rendering line for 
line, not indeed with equal felicity, for May and 
Sandys were poets, and Holiday only a fcftolar and a 
critick. 

Feltbam appears to cpnfider it as the eftablilhed 
law of poetical tranflation, that the lines Ihould be 
neither more nor fewer than thofe of the original ; 
and fo long had this prejudice prevailed, that Den- 
l?am praifes Fanjbaw's verfion of Guarini as the ex- 
ample of a new and noble way y as the firft attempt to 
break (he boundaries of cuftofti apd jdTqrt the natural 
freedom of the mufe. 

In the general emulation of wit and genius which 
tjie fcftivity of the reftoration produced, the poets 
fliook off their conftraint, and confidered tranflation 
as no longer confined to fervile clofenefs; But re- 
formation is feldom the work of pure virtue or un- 
affifted reafon. Tranflation was improved more by 
accident than convi&ion. The vpriters of the fore- 
going age had at lead learning equal to their genius j 
land being often more able to explain thefentimentsor 
illuftrate the allufions of the ancients, than to exhibit 
their graces and transfufe their fpirit, were perhaps 
willing fometimes to conceal their want of poetry by 
profulion of literature, and therefore tranflated 
literally, that their fidelity might flielter their infi- 
pidity or harflinefs. The wits of Charles's time had 
feldom more than flight and fuperficial views, aqd 
their care was to hide their want of learning behind 

T 3 vi\* 
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the colours of a gay imagination; they therefore 
tranflated always with freedom, fometimcs with 
licentioufhefs, and perhaps expc&ed that xhrr 
readers Ihould accept fpritelinefs for knowledge, aoJ 
confider ignorance and miftake as the impatience 
and negligence of a mind too rapid to Hop at diffi- 
culties, and too elevated to defcend to minutenefi. 

Thus was tranflation made more ea!V to the 
writer, and more delightful to the reader; and there 
is no wonder if eafe and pleafure have found the:: 
advocates. The paraphraftic liberties have been 
almoft univerfally admitted; and Sber bourn, whole 
learning was eminent, and who had no need of an\ 
excufe to pafs (lightly over obfeurities, is the only 
writer who in later times has attempted to juftify or 
revive the ancient feverity. 

There is undoubtedly a mean to be obferved. 
D>ydat faw very early that clofenefs belt preferved 
an author's fenfe, and that freedom beft exhibited 
hii fpirir; # he therefore will deferve the higheft 
praife, who can give a reprefentation at once faithful 
and pleaftng, who can convey the fame thoughrs 
*ith the fame graces, and who when he tranfl.itet 
M-r.**** nothing but the language. 
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Numb. 70. Saturday, Augujl 18, 1759. 

FEW faults of ftyle, whether real or imaginary, 
excite the malignity of a more numerous clafs 
of readers^ than the ufe of hard words. 

If an author be fuppofed to involve his thoughts 
in voluntary obfeurity, and to obftruft, by unnecef- 
fary difficulties, a mind eager in purfuit of truth ; 
if he writes not to make others learned, but to boaft 
the learning which he pofTeffes himfelf, and wifhes 
to be admired rather than underftood, he counter- * 
*&s the firft end of writing, and juftly fuffers the 
utmoft feverity of cenfure, or the more afflidtive 
ftverity of negleft. 

But words are only hard to thofe who do not urt- 
derftand them, and the critick ought always to 
inquire, whether he is incommoded by the fault of 
the writer, or by his own. 

Every author does not write for every reader; 
many queftions are fuch as the illiterate part of 
mankind can have neither intereft nor pleafure in 
difcufling, and which therefore it would be an ufe- 
lefs endeavour to level with common minds, by 
tirefbme circumlocutions or laborious explanations ; 
and many fubje&s of general ufe may be treated ia 
a different manner, as the book is intended for the 
learned or the ignorant^. Diffufion and explication 
are ncceffary to the inftruftion of thofe who, being 
neither able nor accuftomed to think for themfelves, 

T 4 »fc 
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can learn only what is exprefsly taught ; but they 
who can form parallels, di (cover confequences, and 
multiply conclufions, are beft pleafed with involu* 
tion of argument and compreffion pf thought ; they 
defire only to receive the feeds of knowledge which 
they may branch out by their own power, to have 
the way to truth pointed out which they can then 
follow without a guide. 

The Guardian dire&s one of his pupils to thru 
with tht wife, hit /peak with the vulgar. This is a 
precept fpecious enough, but not always practicable. 
Difference of thoughts will produce difference of 
language. He that thinks with more extent than 
another will want words of larger meaning $ he that 
thinks with more lubtilty will feek for terms of 
more nice difcrimination ; and where is the wonder, 
fince words are but the images of things, that he 
who never knew the originals fliould not know the 
. copies ? 

Yet vanity inclines us to find faults any where 
ratiier than in ourldves. He that reads an ! jrows 
no wifer, illdom fulpc&s his own deficiency; but 
complains of hard words and obfeure fentenccs, and 
alks why books arc written which cannot be un- 
dcrilood. 

Among the hard words which arc no longer to 
be ufed, it has been long the cuftom to number 
terms of art. Every mm (fays Swift ) is mere die to 
e\i}Un.i tlcfiJjccl of an art than its prejejjers ; a far- 
wir a/7/ tell \ ou, in two WfrJs, that he Las broken t:> 
but a j'.irrevii, after a Lng tlif.urje^ jiail leave 
ycu as ignwai:: as xcu were before. This could only 
!uvc been laid by luch an exact obferver of life, in 
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gratification of malignity, or inoftenttition -of pqute* 
nefs. Every hour produces tnftances of the nectf- 
fity of terras Q%|ft. Mankind could- never con- 
jgirc in uniform affe&ationi jtris not but tfy ocr 
ceffity that every fcience anf :qrery trade has its 
peculiar language. They that content themfelves 
with general ideas may reft in general terms; but 
thofc whofe ftudies or employments forge them upon" 
clofer infpeffton, muft have names for, particular 
parts, and words by which they may exprels various, 
modes of combination, fuch 4s none biit themfclves 
have occalion to confider. 

Artifts are indeed fometimes feady to fuppofe 
that none can be ftrangers to words to which. them- * 
felves are familiar, talk to an incidental enquirer as 
they talk to one another, and make iheir know- 
ledge ridiculous by injudicious obtrufion. An art # 
C4nnot be taught but by its proper terms, b^t it h 
not always neceffary to teach the ar£. , 

That the vulgar exprefs their thoughts clcmly is 
far from true ; and what perfpicuity can be found 
among them proceeds not from the eafinefs of 
their language, but the fhallownefs of their thoughts. 
He that fees a building as a common fpeftator, 
contents himfelf with relating that it Is gyeat or 
little, mean or fplendid, lofty or low; all thefe 
words are intelligible and common, but they con- 
vey no diftinft or limited ideas j if he attempts, 
without the terms of architecture, to delineate the 
parts, or enumerate the ornaments, his narration at 
once becomes unintelligible. The terms, indeed, 
generally difpleafe, becaufe they are underftood by 
few j but they are little underftood only becaufe 
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few, that look upon an edifice, examine its pans, or 
analyfe its columns iifto their members. 

The ftate of every other aitjpahe fame ; as it is 
corforilf furveyed or accurately examined, different 
forms of exprefiitn Become proper. In morality it 
is one thing to difcufs the niceties of the cafoift, 

„and another to direct the practice of commqp fife. 
In agriculture, he that inftru&s the farmer to plough 
and fow," may convey his notions without the words 

• which he would find neceflfffy in explaining to phi* 
lofophers the procefs of vegetation ; and if be, who 
has nothing to do but to be honeft by the ftiorteft 
way, will perplfx his mind with fubtile {pecula- 
tions i or if he whofe talk is to reap and threfli will 
not be contented without examining the evolution 
of the feed and. circulation of the fap, the writers 
whom either Ihall .confult are very little to be 
Warned, though it fhould fometimcs happen that they 
are read in vaiifc 
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Numb. 71. Saturday, duguft 25, 

1 

DIck. Shifter was born in Cbea$fide, and 
having parted reputably through alUtfic clalftf 
of P^a/'s fchool, has been for fane y^rs » flu- 
dent in the Temple. He is of opinion that intenfc •* 
application dulls the faculties, and thinks it necef- 
feiy to temper the feverity of the law 4>y books that 
engage the mind, but do not fyigue it. He ha$ 
therefore made a copious collection onlays, pocmsj 
and romances, to which he has recouKelwhen h$ 
fancies himfelf tired with ftatutes and reports, and 
he feldom enquires very nicely er he is weary 
% or idle. • • 

Dick has received from his favourite authors<yery 
'ftrong impreflions of a country life; and though 
his furtheft excurfions have been to Greenwich oa 
one fide, and Cbelfea on the other, he has talked (or 
fcveral years, with great pomp of language and ele- 
vation of fentiments, about a ftate too high for 
contempt and too low for envy, about namely quiet 
and blameleifs fimplicity, paftoral delights and rural 
innocence. 

His friends who had eftates in the country, often 
invited him to pafs the fummer among them, but 
fomething or other had always hindered him ; ami 
he confidered, that to refide in the houfe of another 
man, was to incur a kind of dependance inconfiftent 
with that laxity of life which he had imaged as tl& 
chief good. 
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This fummer he rcfolvcd to be happy, and pro* 
cured a lodging to be taken for him at a folitary 
houfe, fituatcd about thirty miles from London, on 
banks of a fmall river, with corn, fields before 

ir, % anaa hill on each fide covered with wood. He 
concealed the place of his retirement that none 
might violate his obfeurity, and promifed himfelf 
faany a &ppy day when he fhould hide himfelf 
amohg t|£ trees; and contemplate the tumults and 
vexations of the town. 

He ftepped into thejwft-chaife with his heart beat- 
ing and his eyes fparkling, was conveyed through 
jmany varieties of -delightful profpedte, faw hills and 
meadows, corn fields and pafturc, fucceed each 
other, and for four hours charged none of his poets 
with fi&ion o* exaggeration. He was now within 
fix miles of happihefs, when having never felt fo 
much agitation before, he began to wifh his journey 
at aft end, and the laft hour was palled in changing 
his pofture, and^quarrelling with his driver. 

An hour may be tedious, but cannot be long ; he 
at length alighted at his new dwelling, and was re- 
ceived as he expe&ed; he looked round upon the 
hills and rhrulecs, but his joints were ftiff and his 
mufcles fore, and his firfl: requeft was to fee his bed- 
chamber. 

He refted well, and afcribed the foundnefs of his 
fleep to the ftillncfs of the country. He expe&ed 
from that time nothing but nights of quiet and days 
of rapture, and as foon as he had rifen, wrote an 
account of his new lUtc to one of his friends in the 
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Dear Frank, 

/ never pitted thee before. I am now as I could 
wifh every man of wi/dom and virtue to be, in the 
regions of calm content and placid meditation i wtm 
all the beauties of nature foliciting my notice, and all 
the diDerJiiies of pleajure courting my acceptance ; the 
hirds are chirping in the hedges, and tkf flowers 
blooming in the mead; the breeze is wbiflling in the 
woods, and the fun dancing on the water. *T can now 
Jap with truth> that a man capable of wjoying the 
purity of happinefs, is never more bujy than in hii 
hours of lefure, nor ever lejs Jolitary than in a place o£ 
Jolitude. 

lam, dear Faank, &c. 

When he had lent away his letter, he walked into 
the wood with fome inconvenience from the*furze 
that pricked his legs, and the briars that fcratched 
his face ; he at laft fat down tinder a tree, and 
heard with great delight a Ihower, by which he was 
not wet, rattling among the branches: this, faid 
he, is the true image of obfeurity; we hear of 
troubles and commotions, but nfeiter feel them. 

His amufement did not overpower *t he calls of 
nature, and he therefore went back to order his 
dinner. He knew that the country produces what- 
ever is eaten or drunk, and imagining that he was 
now at the fource of luxury, refolved to indulge 
himfelf with dainties which he fuppofed might be 
procured at a price next to nothing, if any price at 
all was expeftedj and intended to amaze the ruf- 
ticks with his generofity, by paying more than thc^ 
would afk. Of twenty dilhes which he named, h« 
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was amazed to find that fcarce one was to be had, 
and heard With aftonifhment and indignation, that 
all the fruits of the earth were fold at a higher price 
.than in the ftreets of London. 

His meal was (hort and fulfcn, and he retired 
again to his tree, to enquire how dearnefs could be 
confident with abundance, or how fraud fliould be 
pradtifcd by fimplicity. He was not fatisfied with 
his own fpeculations, and returning home early in 
the evening, went a while from window to window, 
and found that he wanted fomething to do. 

He enquired for a news-paper, and w§s told that 
farmers never minded news, but that they could 
fend for it from the ale-houfe. A mefienger was 
difpatched, who ran away at full fpced, but loitered 
an hour behind the hedges, and at laft coming 
back with his feet purpofely bemired, inftead of ex- 
prefllog the gratitude which Mr. Shifter cxpe&cd 
for the bounty of a (hilling, faid that the night was 
wet, and the way dirty, and he hoped that his 
worfhip would not think it much to give him half a 
crown. 

Dick now went to bed with fome abatement of 
his expeditions ; but deep, I know not how, re- 
vives our hopes and rekindles our defires. He 
rofe early in the morning, furveyed the landfcape, 
and was pleafed. He walked out, and paflfed from 
field to field, without obferving any beaten path, 
and wondered that he had not feen the fliepherd- 
cflcs dancing, nor heard the fwains piping to their 
flocks. 

- At laft he faw fome reapers and harveft-women 
at dinner. Here, faid he, are the true ArcadUns, 
5 



N° 71. THE IDLER. /%8 7 



and advanced courteoufly towards them, as afraid of 
confuting them by the dignity of his prefence. 
They acknowledged his fuperiority by no other 
token than that of alking him for fometbing to * 
drink. He imagined that he had now purchafed 
the privilege of difcourfc, and began to defcend to 
familiar queftions, endeavouring to accommodate 
his difcourfe to the grofihefs of ruftick under- 
ftandings. The clowns foon found that he did 
not know wheat from rye, and began to defpife 
him ; one of the boys, by pretending to fliew him a 
bird's nefl> decoyed him into a ditch, and one of 
ihc wenches fold him a bargain. 

This walk had given him no great pleafure, but 
he hoped to find other rufticks lefs coarfe of man- 
ners* and lefs mifchievous of difpofirion. Next 
morning he was accofted by an attorney, who told 
him, that unlefs he made farmer Dab/on fatisfa&ion 
for trampling his grafs, he had orders to indict him. 
Shifter was offended, but not terrified ; and telling 
the attorney that he was himfelf a lawyer, talked fo 
volubly of pettifoggers and barraters, that he drove 
him away. 

Finding his walks thus interrupted, he was in- 
clined to ride, and being pleafed with the ap- 
pearance of a horfe that was grazing in a neigh- 
bouring meadow, enquired the owner, who war- 
ranted him found, and would not fell him, but that 
he was too fine for a plain man. Dick paid dpwn 
the price, and riding out to enjoy the evening, fell 
with his new horfe into a ditch * they got out with 
difficulty, and as he was going to mount again, a 
countryman looked at the horfe, and perceived 
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him to be blind. Dick went to the feller, and de- 
manded back his money ; but was told, that a 
man who rented his ground muft do the beft for 
himfelf, that his landlord had his rent though 
the year was barren, and that whether horfes had 
eves or no, he fhould fell them to the highet 
bidder. 

Shifter now began to be tifed with rufticlc fim- 
plicity, and on the fifth day took poflcflion again of 
his chambers, and bad farewcl to the regions of 
calm content and placid meditation. 



NtiMB. 72. Saturday, September i % 1759. 

MEN complain of nothing more frequently 
than of deficient memory; and, indeed, 
every one finds that many of the ideas which he de- 
fined to retain have flipped irretrievably away ; that 
the acquifitions of the mind are fometimes equally 
fugitive with the gifts of fortune* and that a fliort 
intcrmifilon of attention more certainly leflens know- 
ledge than impairs an cftate. 

To affifl: this weaknefs of our nature many me- 
thods have been propofed, all of which may be 
juflly fufpe&cd of being ineffectual ; for no art of 
memory, however its efFefts have been boafted or 
admired, has been ever adopted into general ufe, 
nor have thofc who poflefled it appeared to excel 
ethers in readinefs of recollection or multiplicity of 
attainments. 
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There is another krt of which all have felt thi 
Want, though Tbtiniftcdes only confefied it. We 
fuffer equal pain from the pertinacious adhefion of 
unwelcome images, /s from the evanefcenfce of 
thofe which are pleafiftg and uleful $ and it maytbe 
doubted whether we Jhotild be mtf re benefited ' by 
the art of memory or the art of fofgetfulnefs. 

Forgetfiilnefs is ncccffary to remembrance. Idea* 
are retained by renovation of that impreffion which 
time is always wearing away, and which new images 
are ftriviiig to obliterate: If ufelefs thoughts could 
be expelled from the mind, all the valuable parts of 
bur knowledge would more frequently recur, and 
every recurrence would reinftate them in their former 
jrfaifc 

It is impoflible td confider, without fome regret, 
how much might have been learned, or how much 
might have been invented, by a rational and vi- 
gorous application of time, iifelefsly or painfully 
paired in the revocation of events, which have left 
neither good rior evil behind them; in grief for mif* 
fortunes either repaired or irreparable, in refentmerit 
of injuries known Only to ourfelves, of which death 
has put the authors beyond our power. 

Philbfophy has accumulated precept upbn pre- 
cept, tb w4rh us againft the anticipatioh of future 
calamities. All ufelefs mifery is certainly folly; 
and he that feels evils before they come may be de- 
fehredly ccnfurcd 5 yet furely to dread the future is 
mbre reafdnable than to lament the paft. The bu- 
finefs of life is to go forwards : he who fees evil in 
profped meets it in his way, but he who catches it 

Vol. VIII. U by 
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by retrofpe&ion turns back to find it* That which 
is feared may fometimes be avoided, bat chat which 
is regretted to-day may be regretted again to* 
morrow. % 

Regret is indeed ufeful and virtuous* aad not 
only allowable but neceflary, when it teads to the 
amendment of life, or to admonition of error which 
we may be again in danger of cpmmitting. But a 
very fmall part of the moments fpent in meditatioa 
on the paft, produce any reafonable caution or &- 
lutary forrow. Moft of the mortifications that we 
have fuffered, arofe from the concurrence of local 
and temporary circumftances, which can never meet 
again ; and moft of our difappointments have fuc- 
ceeded thofe expectations, which life allows not to 
be formed a fecond time. 

It would add much to human happinefs, if an art 
could be taught of forgetting all of which the re- 
membrance is at once ufekfs and afflictive, if that 
pain which never can end in pleafure could be 
driven totally away, that the mind might perform 
its fun&ions without incumbrance, and the paft 
might no longer encroach upon the prefent. 

Little can be done well to which the whole mind 
is not applied i the bufmefs of every day calls for 
the day to which it is afljgned j and he will have no 
leifure to regrer ycfterday's vexations who refolves 
not to have a new fubjeft of regret to-morrow. 

But to forget or to remember at pieafurc, art 
equally beyond the power of man. Yet as memory 
may be aflifted by method, and the decays of know- 
ledge repaired by ilatcd times of recollection, fo 

the 
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the power of forgetting is capable of improvement. 
Reafon will, by a refolute conteft, prevail over ima- 
gination, and the power may be obtained of tranf- 
fating the attention as judgment fhall diredfc. 

The incurfions of troublefomc thoughts are cften 
violent and importunate; and it is not eafy to d 
mind accuftomed to their inroads to expel them 
immediately by putting better images into motion ; 
but this enemy of quiet ib above all others weakened 
by every defeat ; the refledtion whith has been once 
overpowered artd eje&ed, feldom returns with any 
formidable vehemence* 

Employment is the great inftrument of intel- 
lectual dominion. The mind cannot retire from 
its enemy into total vacancy, or turn afidc from one 
objeft but by paffing to another. The gloomy and 
the refentful are always found among tfcofe who 
have nothing to do, or who do nothing. We mult 
be bufy about good or evil, and he to whom the pre- 
fent offers nothing will often be looking backward 
Oft the paft. 
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Numb. 73. Saturday, September 8, 1759^ 

THAT every man Would be rich if * wiA 
could obtain riches, id a pofition, which I be- 
lieve few will conteft, at leaft in a nation like ourS| 
in which commerce has kindled an univerfal emu* 
lation of wealth, and in which money receives all 
the honours which are the proper right of knowledge 
and of virtue. 

Yet though we are all labouring for gold as for 
the chief good, and, by the natural effort of un- 
wearied diligence, have found many e*pedirious 
methods of obtaining it, we have not been able to 
improve the art of ufing it, or to make it pro* 
duce more happinefs than it afforded in former 
times, when every declaimcr expatiated on its mif- 
chiefs, and every philofophcr taught his followers to 
defpife it. 

Many of the dangers imputed of old to exor- 
bitant wealth, are now at an end. The rich are 
neither waylaid by robbers, nor watched by in- 
formers ; there is nothing to be dreaded from pro* 
lcriptions, or feizuies. The ncceflity of concealing 
treafurc has long ceafed j no man now needs coun • 
tcrfcit mediocrity, and condemn his plate and jewels 
to caverns and darknefs, or feaft his mind with the 
confeioufnefs of clouded fplendour, of finery which 
is ufelcft till it is (hewn, and which he dares not 
(hew. 

In 
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In our time the poor arc ftrongly tempted to af- 
futne the appearance of wealth, but the wealthy 
very rarely defire to be thought poor ; for we arc 
all at full liberty to difplay riches by every mode 
of oftcntation. We fill our houfes with ufelefs 
ornaments, only to {hew that we can buy them; 
we cover our coaches with gold, and employ artifts 
in the difcovery of new fafhions of expence; and 
yet it cannot be found that riches prpduce hap- 
pinefs. 

Of riches, as of every thing clfe, the hope is 
more than the enjoyment ; while we confider them 
as the means to be ufed, at fome future time, for 
the attainment of felicity, we prefs on our pur- 
fuit ardently and vigoroufly, and that ardour fe- 
cyres w from wearinefs of ourfelves ; but no fooner 
do we fit down to enjoy our acquifitions, than 
we find them inefficient to fill up the vacuities of 
life. 

One caufe which is not always obferved of the 
infufficiency of riches, is, that they very fcldom 
make their owner rich. To be rich, is to have 
more than is defired, and more than is wanted ; to 
have fortieth ing which may be fpent without reluc- 
tance, and fcattered without care, with which the 
fudden demands of defire may be gratified, the ca- 
fual freaks of fancy indulged, or the unopeded 
opportunities of benevolence improved. 

Avarice is always poor, but poor by her own fault. 
There is another poverty to which the rich are ex- 
pofed with lefs guilt by the officioufnefs of others. 
JEvery man, eminent for exuberance of fortune, is 

U 3 fatTOttuta&t 
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furroundcd from morning to evening, and Iran 
evening to midnight, by flatterers, whole art of ado* 
lation confifts in exciting artificial wants, a*d ia 

forming new fchemes of profufion. 

fom Tranquil, when he came to age, found hint- 
felf in poffeflion of a fortune, of which the twen- 
tieth part might perhaps have made him rich. Hk 
temper is eafy, and his affedtions foft ; he receives 
every man with kind nefs, and hears him with credulity. 
His friends took care to fettle him by giving him a 
wife, whom, having no particular inclination, he ra- 
ther accepted than chofe, becaufe he was told dut 
flic was proper for him. 

He was now to live with dignity proportionate to 
his fortune. What his fortune requires or admits 
Tom does not know, for he has little (kill in compu* 
tation, and none of his friends think it their inte- 
relt to improve it. If he was fuffcred to live by 
his own choice, he would leave every thing as he 
finds it, and pafs through the world diftinguiflied 
only by inoftenfive gentlencfs. But the minifters 
of luxury have marked him out as one at whofc ex- 
pence they may exercife their arts. A companion, 
who had juft learned the names of the Italia* mailers, 
runs From fale to fair, and buys pictures, for which 
Mr. Tranquil pays, without enquiring where they 
fhall be hung. Another fills his garden with fta- 
cues, which Tranquil wilhes away, but dares noc 
remove. One of his friends is learning architec- 
ture by building him a houfe, which he paflcd by, 

L enquired to whom it belonged; another has 
for three years digging canals and raifing 
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mounts, cutting trees down in one place, and plant- 
ing them in another, on which Tranquil looks with 
ferene indifference, without aflring what will be the 
coft. Another projector tells* him that a water* 
work, like that of Verfaill$s % will complete the 
beauties of his feat, and lays his draughts before 
him; Tranquil turns his eyes upon them, and the 
artift begins his explanations; Tranquil raifes no 
obje&ions, but orders him to begin the work, that 
he may efcape from talk which he does not under- 
hand. 

Thus a thoufand hands are bufy at his expence, 
without adding to his pleafures. He pays and re- 
ceives vifits, and has loitered in publick or iq foli- 
tude, talking in fummer of the town, and in winter 
of the country, without knowing that his fortune is 
impaired, till his fteward told him this morning, 
that he could pay the workmen no longer but by 
mortgaging a manor. 
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Numb. 74. Saturday, September 15, 1759. 

IN the mythological pedigree of learning, me- 
mory is made the mother of the mules, by 
which the matters of ancient wifdom, perhaps, 
meant to lhew the neceffity of (taring the mind 
copioufly with true notions, before the imagina- 
tion fliould be fuffered to form fi&ions or collcft 
embellilhments ; for the works of an ignorant poet 
can afford nothing higher than pleafing found, and 
fi&ion is of no other ufe than to difplay die trea- 
fures of memory. 

The neceflity of mempry to the acquifition of 
knowledge is inevitably felt and univerfally al- 
lowed, fo that fcarcely any other of the mental fa* 
culcles are commonly confidered as neceffary to a 
ftudent : he that admires the proficiency of another, 
always attributes it to the happinefs of his memory* 
and he that laments his own defe&s, concludes with 
a wilh that his memory was better. 

It is evident, that when the power of retention is 
weak, all the attempts at eminence of knowledge 
mud be vain ; and as few are willing to be doomed 
to perpetual ignorance, I may, perhaps, afford con* 
folation to lbme that have fallen too eafily into dc- 
Ipondence, by obferving that fuch weaknefs is, in 
my opinion, very rare, and that few have reafon to 
complaiq of nature as unkindly fparing of the gifts 
of memory. 

In 



N«74- THE IDLER. 397 

In the common bufxnefs of life^ we find the me- 
mory of one like that of another, and honeftly im- 
pute omiffions not tp involuntary forgetfulnefs, but 
ctilpable inattention ; but in literary inquiries, failure 
is imputed rather to waqt of memory than of exi- 
gence. 

We copfider ourfelyes as defective in ipemory^ 
either becaufe we remember lefs than we deGre, Of 
lefs than we fuppofe others to remember. 

Memory is like all other human powers, with 
which no man can be fafisficd whc> meafures them 
by what he can conceive, or by what he can defire. 
He whofe mind is mod capacious, finds it much toq 
narrow for his wifhes : he that remembers moft, re- 
members little compared with what he forgets. He 
therefore that, after the perufal of a book, find* 
few ideas remaining in his mind, is not to confidcr 
the difappointment as peculiar to himfelf, or to 
refign all hopes of improvement, becaufe he does 
not retain what even the author has perhaps for- 
gotten. 

He who compares his memory with that of 
others, is often too hafty to lament the inequa- 
lity. Nature has fometimes, indeed, afforded ex- 
amples of enormous, wonderful, and gigantick me- 
mory. Scaliger reports of himfelf, that, in his 
youth, he could repeat above an hundred verfes, 
having once read them; and Barthicus declares, 
that he wrote his Comment upon Claudian without 
confulting the text. But not to have fuch degrees 
of memory, is no more to be lamented, than not 
to have the ftrength of Hercules, or the fwiftnefs of 

Achillea 
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Achilles. He that in the diflxibution of good, has 
an equal lhare with common men, may juftly be 
contented. Where there is no (biking difparity, 
it is difficult to know of two which remember* 
moft, and (till more difficult to difcover which read 
with greater attention, which has renewed the fiift 
impreffion by more frequent repetitions, or by what 
accidental combination of ideas either mind might 
have united any particular narrative or argument to 
its former (lock. 

But memory, however impartially diflxibuted, 
fo often deceives our truft, that almoft every man 
attempts! by fome artifice or other, to fecure its 
fidelity. 

It is the pra&ice of many readers, to note in the 
margin of their books, the moft important paflages, 
the ftrongeft arguments, or the brightefl fentiments. 
Thus they load their minds with fuperfluous atten- 
tion, reprefs the vehemence of curioGty by ufelefs 
deliberation, and by frequent interruption break the 
current of narration or the chain of reafon, and at 
lad clofe the volume, and forget the pafiages and 
marks together. 

Others I have found unalterably perfuaded, that 
nothing is certainly remembered but what is tran- 
scribed ; and they have therefore paflfed weeks and 
months in transferring large quotations to a com- 
mon-place book. Yet, why any part of a book, 
which can be confulted at pleafure, fhould be co- 
pied, 'I was never able to difcover. The hand 
has no clofer correfpondence with the memory than 
the eye. The aft of writing itfclf diftrafts the 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, and what is read twice is commonly bet- 
ter remembered than what is tranferibed. This 
method therefore coqfume* $irn? without alftftmg; 
memory • 

The true art of memory is the art of attention. 
No man will read with much advantage, who is not 
able, at pleafure, to evacuate his mind, or who 
brings not to his author an intellect defecated and 
pure, neither turbid with care*- nor agitated by 
pleafure. If the repertories of thought are al- 
ready full, wh^t $an they receive ? If the mind is 
employed on the P a ft or future, the book will be 
jield before the eye? in vaip. What is read with 
delight is commonly retained, becaufe pleafure al- 
ways fecures attention; but the books which are 
cpnfulted by occafional neceffity, and perufed with 
impatience^ fejdon) leave ^ny traces pn the n*iad* 
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Having thus fettled his determination* lie declared 
to his friends his defign of vifiting Ttwrif, and hw 
with more pleafure than he ventured to esprefs, the 
regret with which he was difmifled. He could not 
bear to delay the honours to which he was deftinedj 
and therefore haded away, and in a fhort time ca- 
tered the capital of Perfia. He was immediately 
immerfed in the crowd, and pafled unobferved to 
his father's houfe. He entered, and was received, 
though not unkindly, yet without any excefs of food* 
nefs or exclamations of rapture. His father had, in 
his abfence, fuffcred many loflcs, and GttiUidi* was 
confidered as an additional burthen to a falling fa* 
mily. 

When he recovered from his furprize, he began to 
difplay his acquifitions, and pra&ifed all the aits of 
narration and difquifltion j but the poor have no 
leifure to be pleafed with eloquence \ they heard his 
arguments without reflection, and his pleafantries 
without a fmile. He then applied himfelf fingly to 
his brothers and fillers, but found them all chained 
down by invariable attention to their own fortunes, 
and infcnfiblc of any other excellence than that which 
could bring fome remedy for indigence. 

It was now known in the neighbourhood that Cr- 
laleddin was returned, and he fate for fome days in 
expe&ation that the learned would vifit him for con- 
futation, or the great for entertainment. But who 
will be pleafed or inftru&ed in the manfions of po- 
verty ? He then frequented places of publick rclort, 
and endeavoured to attract notice by the copioufnefe 
of his talk. The fpritely were filenced, and went 
away to cenfure in fome other place his arrogance 

5 
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and his pedantry * and the dull liftened quietly for a 
while, and then Wondered Why any man fhould take 
pains to obtain fo much knowledge which would 
never do him good* 

He next folicited the vifiers for employment, not 
doubting but his fervice would be eagerly accepted. 
He was told by one that there was no vacancy in 
his office j by another, that his merit was above any 
patronage but that of the emperor * by a third, that 
be would not forget him ; and by the chief vifier, 
that he did not think literature of any great ule in 
pnblick bufinefs. He was femetimes admitted to 
their tables, where he exerted his wit and diffufcd 
his knowledge * but he obferved, that where, by en- 
deavour or accident, he had remarkably excelled, he 
was fcldom invited a fecond time. 

He now returned to Baffbrd, weaned and difguft- 
ed, but confident of reluming his former rank, and 
revelling again in fatiety of praife. But he who had 
been negle&ed at Taut is, w^s not much regarded at 
Bsfora ; he was confidercd as a fugitive, who re- 
turned only becaufe he could live in no other place; 
his companions found that they had formerly over- 
rated his abilities, and he lived long without notic* 
or efteem. 
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K t umb. 76. Saturday, September 1759; 
ft the IDLER; 

S I R, 

I WAS much pleafed with yout ridicule of chofe 
(hallow cricicks; whofe judgment, though often 
right as far as it goes, yet reaches only to inferior 
beauties, and who, unable to comprehend the whole, 
judge only by parts, and from thence determine the 
merit of extenfive wbrks. But there is another kind 
of critick (till worfci who judges by narrow rules, 
and thofe too often falfe, and which* though they 
(Hould be true, and founded on nature, will lead him 
but a very little way towards the juft cftimation of 
the fublime beauties in works of genius ; for what- 
ever part of an art can be executed or criticifed by 
rules, that part is no longer the work of genius, 
which implies excellence out of the reach of rules. 
For my own part, I profefs myfelf an Idler, and love 
to give my judgment, fuch as it is, from my imme- 
diate perceptions, without much fatigue of think- 
ing; and I am of opinion, that if a man has not 
thofe perceptions right, it will be vain for him to 
endeavour to fupply their place by rules, which may 
enable him to talk more learnedly, but not to dii- 
tinguifli more acutely. Another reafon which has 
leflened my aflfe&ion for the ftudy of criticilm is, 
that criticks, fo far as I have obferved, debar them- 

felves 
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fclves from receiving any pleafure from the polite 
arts, at the fame time that they profefs to love and 
admire them c for thefe rules, being always upper- 
moft, give them fuch a propenfity to criticifc, that, 
inftead of giving up the reins of their imagination 
into their author's hands, their frigid minds are cm- 
ployed in examining whether the performance be ac- 
cording to the rules of art. 

To thofe who are refolved to be criticks in fpite 
of nature, and at the fame time have no great dif- 
pofition to much reading and ftudy, I would recom- 
mend to them to affume the character of connoifleur, 
which may be purchafed at a much cheaper rate than 
that of a critick in poetry. The remembrance of a 
few names of painters, with their general characters, 
with a few rules of the academy, which they may 
pick up among the painters, will go a great way to- 
wards making a very notable connoifleur. 

With a gentleman of this caft, I vifited laft week 
the Cartoons at Hampton-court ; he was juft returned 
from Italy 9 a connoifleur of courfe, and of courfe 
his mouth full of nothing but the grace of Raffdellc, 
the purity of Dotnenicbino, the learning of Pouffin t 
the air of Guido, the greatnefs of tafte of the Cba- 
racbes y and the fublimity and grand contorno of 
Michael Angelo\ with all the reft of the cant of 
criticifm, which he emitted with that volubility 
which generally thofe orators have who annex no 
ideas to their words. 

As we were paffing through the rooms, in our 
way to the gallery, I made him ^bferve a whole 
length of Charles the firft by Vand}kc> a* a perfeft 

Vol. VIII. X reprefema- 
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re prcfentation of the charatter as well as the figure 
of the man. He agreed it was very fine, but ic 
wanted fpirit and contraft, and had not the flow- 
ing line, without which a figure could not polfiWy 
be graceful. When we entered the gallery, I 
thought I could perceive him recollecting his 
rules by which he was to criticife Raffatlle. I (hall 
pals ever his obfervation of the boirs being too 
little, and other criticifms of that kind, till wc 
arrived at St. Pa:d preaching. " This," fays he, 
" is eftecmed the mod excellent of all the eartocns\ 
what noblencfs, what dignity there is in that figure 
of St. Panl! and yet what an addition to tha: 
noblenefs could RnjfccUc have given, had the art 
of contraft been known in his time ! but above 
a!l, the flowing line, which conftitutes grace and 
ku'.rry. You would not then have fecn an up- 
right figure (landing equally nn both legs, and 
b::'i hands ftretched forward in the fame dirc&ion, 
and his drapery, to all appearance, without the 
hull r.rt of dilj-oiition." The following pifture is 
t\w CL**yc to Peter. " I fere," lays he, " are 
t-.t'l/e upright f".7ures; what a pity ic is that Raf- 
/ v/.V v.-a:» not acquainted with thj pyramidal prin- 
ciple! l!e would then have conti'.vcd tlie figures 
in the w.idJlc to ha\e been on higher ground, or 
the figures at the extremities {looping or lying, 
which would not only have formed the group in:o 
the iVt'pc «>f a pyramid, b;:: lil^wife controlled the 
Handing figures. IndeejJ," added he, " I have 
ten lamented tint fo great a genius as Kiffaeut 
t lived in this enlightened age, fince the art 

has 
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has been reduced to principles, and had had his 
education in one of the modern academies ; what 
glorious works might we then have expe&ed from 
his divine pencil !" 

I fhall trouble you no longer with my friend's ob- 
fervations, which, I fuppofe, you are now able to 
continue by yourfelf. It is curious to obferve, that, 
at the fame time that great admiration is pretended 
for a name of fixed reputation, objedtions are raifed 
againft thofe very qualities by which that great name 
was acquired. 

Thofe criticks are continually lamenting that 
Raffaelle had not the colouring and harmony of 
Rubens, or the light and lhadow of Rembrant, with- 
out confidering how much the gay harmony of 
the former, and affe6tation of the latter, would 
take from the dignity of Raffaelle ; and yet Ru- 
bens had great harmony, and Rembrant under- 
ftood light and (hadow ; but what may be an ex- 
cellence in a lower clafs of painting, becomes a 
blemifh in a higher ; as the quick, fprirely turn, 
which is the life and beauty of cpigrammatick com- 
portions, would but ill fuit with the majefty of he- 
roick poetry. 

To conclude ; I would not be thought to infer 
from any thing that has been faid, that rules are ab- 
solutely unneceflary, but to cenfure fcrupulofity, a 
fervile attention to minute exa&nefs, which is fome- 
ximes inconfiftent with higher excellency, and is loft 
in the blaze of expanded genius. 

I do not know whether you will think painting a 
general fubjed. By inferring this letter, perhaps 

X 2 you 
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you will incur the ccnfurc a man would deferrr, 
whofe buflnefs being to entertain l whole room, 
ftiauld turn his back to the company, and talk it 
a particular pcrfon. 

I am, S I R, &c. 



Numb. 77. Saturday, Ofiobcr 6, 1759- 

EASY poetry is univerfally admired, but I know 
not whether any rule has yet been fixed, by 
which it may be decided when poetry can be pro- 
perly called eafy. Horace has told us, that it is fuck 
as every reader hopes to equal % but after long labor 
finds unattainable. This is a very loofe defcrip- 
tion, in which only the effeft is noted; the qua- 
lities which produce this effeft remain to be io- 
veftigated. 

Eafy poetry is that in which natural thoughts are 
cxpreflcd without violence to the language. The 
discriminating character of cafe confifts principally 
in the diftion, for all true poetry requires that the 
Sentiments be natural. Language Suffers violence 
by harfti or by daring figures, by tranfpofition, by 
unuiual acceptations of words, and by any licence, 
which *ould be avoided by a writer of profc. 
Where any artifice appears in the conftruftion of 
the vcrfc, that vcrfc is no longer eafy. Any epithet 
6 which 
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which can be eje&ed without diminution of the 
fenfe, any curious iteration of the fame word, and 
all unufual, though not ungrammatical ftru&ure of 
fpeech, destroy the grace of eafy poetry. 

The firft lines of Pope's Iliad afford examples of 
many licences which an eafy writer mud; decline]; 

Achilles tvrath, to Greece the direful fpring 
Of woes unnumber'd, heav'nly Goddefs fing, 
The wrath which hurVd to Pluto's gloomy reign 
The fouls of mighty chiefs untimely flain. 

In the firft couplet the language is diftorted by 
insertions, clogged with fuperfluities, and clouded 
by a harfh metaphor; and in the fecond there are 
two words ufed in an uncommon fenfe, and two 
epithets inferted only to lengthen the line ; all thefe 
practices may in a long work eafily be pardoned, 
but they always produce fome degree of obfcurity 
and ruggednefs. 

Eafy poetry has been fo long excluded by ambi- 
tion of ornament, and luxuriance of imagery, that 
its nature feems now to be forgotten. Affectation, 
.however oppotite to eafe, is fometimes miftaken 
for it; and thofe who afpire to gentle elegance, 
eolleft female phrafes and falhionable barbarifms, 
and imagine that ftyle to be eafy which cuftom has 
made familiar. Such was the idea of the poet who 
wrote the following verfes to a count efs cutting paper; 

Pallas grew vap'rijb once and edd, 

She would not do the Itaft right thing 
Either for Goddefi or for God, 

Nor work, nor play, nor paint, nor fing. 

X 3 7^/ 
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Jove frownM, and " Ufe (lie ery'd) thofe eyes 
" So (kilful, and thofe hands fo taper; 

4< Do fomethin; exquifite and wife"— 
She bovv'd, obcy'd him, and<ut paper. 

This vexing him who gave her birth, 
Thought by all heaven a bunting Jhame, 

U%d does flu next*, but bids on earth 
Her Burlington do juft the fame i 

Pallaiy you give yourfelf ftrange airs ; 

But fure you'il find it hard to fpoil 
The fenfe and tafte of one that bears 

The name of SaviU and of BcyU. 

Ahs ! one bad example (hown, 

How quickly all the fex purfuc ! 
See, madam ! fee the arts o'crthrown 

Between Jckn Overton and ycu. 

It is the prerogative of eafy poetry to be under- 
Rood as long as the language lafis ; but modes of 
fpeech, which owe their prevalence only to modilh 
tolly, or to the eminence of thofe that ufe them, die 
.r.s ay wuh their inventors, and their meaning, in a 
tew years, is no longer known. 

r.aiy poetry is commonly fought in petty corn- 
j>( futons upon minute fubjeclsj but eafe, though it 
<•/ ■ uic* pomp, will admit greatnefs. Many Tine* 
i:: C.:.V:> foliloquy are at once eafy and fubliine: 

' I'i; the divinity that Airs within us ; 

' lu-aven itfclf that points oj: an hereafter, 

And intimates eternity to man. 

— If there's a power above us, 

A i.J that there is ;;!1 nature Cries aloud 
Thru* all her work?, he muft delight in virtue, 
And that which he <k\\^\\\\ \\\ Ktu&Nrc YatoV 
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Nor is eafe more contrary to wit than to fublimity ; 
the celebrated ftanza of Cowley, on a lady elaborately 
drefled, lofes nothing of its freedom by the fpirit of 
the fentiment, 

r 

Th' adorning thee with fo much art 

Is but a barb'rous (kill, 
'Tis like the pois'ning of a cart. 

Too apt before to kill. 

Cowiey feems to have poflefled the power of 
writing eafily beyond any other of our poets, yet 
his purfuit of remote thoughts led him often into 
harfhnefs of expreffion. Waller often attempted, 
but feldom attained it ; for he is too frequently 
driven into tranfpofitions. The poets, from the 
time of Dryden, have gradually advanced in em- 
bellifhment, and confequently departed from fim*- 
plicity and eafe. 

To require from any author many pieces of eafy 
poetry, would be indeed to opprefs him with too 
hard a taflc. It is lefs difficult to write a volume o£ 
lines fwelled with epithets, brightened by figures, 
and ftiffened by tranfpofitions, than to prpduce a 
few couplets graced only by naked elegance and 
fimple purity, which require fo much care and (kill, 
that I doubt whether any of our authors has yet been 
able, for twenty lines together, nicely to obferve the 
true definition of eafy poetry. 
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Numb. 78. Saturday, OQober 13, 175^ % 

I HAVE paffcd the fummer in one of thofc 
places to which a mineral fpring gives the idle 
and luxurious an annual reaibn for reporting, when- 
ever they fancy themfelves offended by the heat of 
London. What is the true motive of this perio- 
dical affembly, I have never yec been able to dif- 
cover. The greater part of the vifitants neither 
feel difeafes nor fear them. What pleafure can be 
expected more than the variety of the journey, I 
know not, for the numbers are too great for pri- 
vacy, and too fmall for diverfion. As eaeh is 
known to be a fpy upon the reft, they all live in 
continual reftraint ; and having but a narrow range 
for cenfurc, they gratify its cravings by preying on 
one another. 

But every condition has fome advantages. In 
this confinement, a fmaller circle affords opportu- 
nities for more exalt obfervation. The glafs that 
magnifies its objedt contracts the fight to a point, 
and the mind mud be fixed upon a fingle chara&er 
to remark its minute peculiarities. The quality or 
habit which pafles unobferved in the tumult of fuc- 
ceffive multitudes, becomes confpicuous when it is 
offered to the notice day after day \ and perhaps I 
have, without any diftinft notice, feen thoufands 
like my late companions $ for when the fcene can 
be varied at pleafure, a flight difguft turns us 

afide 
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afide before a deep impreffion can be made upon 
the mind. 

There was a felcft fett, fuppofed to be diftin- 
guifhed by fuperiority of intelle&s, who always 
pafled the evening together. To be admitted to 
their converfation was the higheft honour of the 
place ; many youths afpired to diftin&ion, by pre- 
tending to occational invitations > and the ladies 
were often wifhing to be men, that they might par- 
take the pleafures of learned fociety. 

I know not whether by merit or deftiny, I was, 
loon after my arrival, admitted to this envied party, 
which I frequented till I had learned the art by 
which each endeavoured to fupport his character. 

Tom Steady was a vehement afiertor of uncontro- 
verted truth ; and by keeping himfelf out of the 
reach of contradiction, had acquired all the confi- 
dence which the confcioufnefs of irrefiftible abili- 
ties could have given. I was once mentioning a 
man of eminence, and, after having recounted his 
virtues, endeavoured to reprefent him fully, by 
•mentioning his faults. Sir, faid Mr. Steady, thai 
he has faults I can eafily believe, for who is without 
them ? No man. Sir, is now alive, among the innu- 
merable multitudes that /warm upon the earth, however 
wife, or however good, who has not, in fome degree, 
bis failings and bis faults. If there be any man fault- 
lefs, bring him forth into publick view, fhew him 
openly, and let him be known -, but I will venture to 
affirm, and, till the contrary be plainly Jbewn, Jball 
always maintain, that no fucb man is to be founds 
fell not me, Sir, of impeccability and ferfeffion - 9 Juch 

talk 
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tiiik is for tbofe that are fir angers in the world: I 
have fcen fever a! nations, end cenverfed Kvitb all ranks 
cf people: I have known the great and the mean, the 
learned end the ignorant the old and the rc&tg, the 
finical and the lay, lut I have never found a nun 
without a fault > and I juppefe foall die in the opinion, 
that to he human is to be frail. 

To all this nothing could be oppofed. I liftenefl 
with a hanging head ; Mr. Steady looked round on 
the hearer* with triumph, and law every eye con- 
gratulating his viftory j he departed, and fpent the 
next morning in following thole who retired from 
the company, and telling them, with injunctions of 
fecrecy, how poor Spritefy began to take liberties 
with men wil'er than himlclf ; but that he fuppreflcd 
him by a dccilive argument, which put him totally 
to lilcnce. 

Dit < Snug is a m::n of fly remark and pithy fen- 
tvutioufncls : he never immcrces himiclf in the 
ftream of converfation, b».it lies to carch his com- 
panions in the eddy : he is often very fuccefsful :n 
breaking narratives and confounding eloquence. 
A gentleman, giving the hiltory of one of his ac« 
quaintancc, nude mvntion of a lady that had many 
lovers: Then, faid Dick, fhe c:\rj either I- jn J erne cr 
rich. This obferva:;cn bein^r well received, D'uk 
watched the progrefs of the tale ; and hciring of a 
man loft in a (hipwrrck, remarked, that no man 
t ■ owned upen dry land. 

it $tjr:le is a man of exq.T::e fer.flv!":-, 
delicacy of frame, and i*u:ckr.efi of difcern- 
fubjeft him to imprefliori !Vo:r. the fl-ghre 1 

cavjie* , 
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caufes ; and who therefore pafles his life between 
rapture and horror, in quiverings of delight, or 
convulfions of difguft. His emotions are too vio- 
lent for many words ; his thoughts are always dif. 
covered by exclamations. File, odious, horrid, de- 
ttftahle, and fweet, charming, delightful, ajionijhing, 
compofe almoft his whole vocabulary, which he ut- 
tcffs with various contortions and gefticulafiions, not 
cafily related or defcribed. 

Jack Solid is a man of much reading, who utters 
nothing but quotations; but having been, % I fup- 
pofe, too confident of his memory, he has for 
feme time negleded his books, and his ftock 
grows every day more fcanty. Mr. Solid has 
found an opportunity every night to tepcat from 
Hudibras, % 

Doubtlefs the pleafure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat. 

And from Waller, 

Poets lofe half the praife they would have got, 
Were it but known tljat they difcreetly blot. 

Dick Mijly is a man of deep refearch, and for- 
cible penetration. Others are content with fuper- 
ficial appearances ; bur Dick holds, that there is 
no effett without a caufe, and values himfelf upon 
his power of explaining the difficult, and dis- 
playing the abftrufe. Upon a difpute among us 
which of two young ftrangers was more beautiful, 
Tou* fays Mr. Mifty, turning to me, like Ama- 
ranthia £*//*r than Chloris. I do not wonder at the 

preferences 
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preference, for the caufe is evident: there is im man 
a perception of harmony, and a fenfibility of per- 
feffion, which touches the finer fibres of the mental 
texture j and before reafon cam defcend from her 
throne, to pafs her fentence upon the things compared, 
drives us towards the objeB proportioned to em fa- 
culties, by an impul/e gentle, yet irrefifiible \ for the 
harmonick fjftcm of the univerfe, and the reciprotkl 
magnctifm of fimilar natures, are always operating 
towards conformity and union ; nor can the powers of 
the foul ceafe from agitation, till they foul Jmmething 
on which they can repofe. To this nothing was op- 
pofed, and Amaranthia was acknowledged to excel 
Chlorisp 

Of the reft you may expeft an account from, 

SIR, yours, 

Robin Spjutut. 



+ 
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NuwyB. 79* Saturday, Offoier 20, 1759* 
To the IDLE R. 

sir/ 

YOUR acceptance of a former letter on paint- 
ing, gives me encouragement to offer a few 
more (ketches on the fame fubje&. 

Amongft the painters, and the writers on painting, 
there is one maxim univerfally admitted and conti- 
nually inculcated. Imitate nature is the invariable 
rule ; but I know none who have explained in what 
manner this rule is to be underftood; the confe- 
quence of which is, that every one takes it in the 
molt obvious fenfe, that obje&s are reprefented na- 
turally when they have fuch relief that they fecm 
real. It may appear ftrange, perhaps, to hear this 
fenfe of the rule difputed * but it muft be confidered, 
that if the excellency of a painter confifted only in 
this kind of imitation, painting muft lofe its rank, 
and be no longer confidered as a liberal art, and 
lifter to poetry, this imitation being merely mecha- 
nical, in which the flowed intelleft is always fure to 
fucceed beft; for the painter of genius cannot 
ftoop to drudgery, in which the underftahding has 
no part; and what pretence has the art to claim 
kindred with poetry, but by its powers over the ima- 
gination ? To this power the painter of genius di- 
te£h him ; in this fenfe he ftudies nature, and often 
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arrives at his end, even by being unnatural in the 
confined fenfe of the word. 

The grand ftyle of painting requires this minute 
attention to be carefully avoided, and mud be kept 
as feparate from it as the ftyle of poetry from that 
of hiftory. Poetical ornaments deftroy that air of 
truth and plainncfs which ought to characterize hif- 
tory ; but the very being of poetry confifts in depin- 
ing from this plain narration, and adopting every 
ornament that will warm the imagination. To de- 
fire to fee the excellences of each ftyle united, to 
mingle the Dutch with the Italian fchool, is to join 
contrarieties which cannot fubfift together, and which 
deftroy the efficacy of each other. The Italian at- 
tends only to the invariable, the great and general 
ideas which are fixed and inherent in univerial na- 
ture; the Dutch, on the contrary, to literal truth 
and a minute cxa&nefs in the detail, as I may fay, 
of nature modified by accident. The attention to 
thefe petty peculiarities is the very caufc of this na- 
turalnefs fo much admired in the Dutch pictures^, 
which, if we fuppofe it to be a beauty, is certainljr 
of a lower order, which ought to give place to m 
beauty of a fuperior kind, fince one cannot be ob- 
tained but by departing from the other. 

If my opinion was aflced concerning the works of 
Michael Angel o y whether they would receive any ad- 
vantage fiom poflefling this mechanical merit, I 
(hould not fcruple to fay they would not only re- 
ceive no advantage, but would lofe, in a great mea- 
Aire, the effeft which they now have on every mind 
fufceptrblc of great and noble ideas. Mis works 
may be laid to be all genius and foul, and why 
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[hould they be loaded with heavy matter which cart 
only counteradt his purpofe by retarding the pro- 
grd~s of the imagination ? 

If this opinion fliould be thought one of the wild 
extravagances of enthufiafm, I (hall only fay, that 
thofe who cenfure it are not converfant in the works 
rf the great matters. It is very difficult to deter- 
mine tht exaft degree of enthufiafm that the arts of 
painting and poetry may admit. There may per- 
haps be too great an indulgence, as well as too great 
a reftraint of imagination ; and if the one produce* 
incoherent monfters, the other produces what is full 
as bad, lifelefs infipidity. An intimate knowledge 
of the paffions, and good fenfe, but not common 
fenfe, muft at laft determine its limits. It has beerv 
thought, and I believe with reafon, that Michael An*- 
\elo fometimes tranfgreffed thofe limits ; and I think 
I have feen figures of him of which it was very, dif- 
ficult to determine whether they were in the higheft 
degree fublime or extremely ridiculous. Such faults 
may be faid to be the ebullitions of genius but at 
lead he had this merit, that he never was infipid, 
and whatever paflion his works may excite, they will 
always efcape contempt. 

What I have had under confideration is the 
foblimeft ftyle, particularly that of- Michael Angelo* 
the Homer of painting. Other kinds maf admit of 
this naturalnefs, which of the lowed kind is the chief 
merit ; but in painting, as in poetry, the higheft ftyle 
has the lead of common nature. 

One may very fafely recommend v a little more en- 
thufiafm to the modern painters •> too much is cer- 
tainly not the vice of the prefent age. The Italians 



3*0 THE IDLER. N*79- 

feem to have been continually declining in this re* 
fpeft from the time of Michael Angel* to that of 
Carlo Maratti, and from thence to the very hatha 
of infipidity to which they are now funks fo that 
there is no need of remarking, that where I men- 
tioned the Italian painters in oppofition to the Duick % 
I mean not the moderns, but the heads of the old 
Reman and Bolognian fchools ; nor did I mean to in- 
clude in my idea of an Italian painter, the Venetim 
fchool, which may be faid to be the Dutch part of 
the Italian genius. I have only to add a word of 
advice to the painters, that however excellent they 
may be in painting naturally, they would not flatter 
themfelves very much upon it; and to the con* 
noiffeurs, that when they fee a cat or a fiddle paint* 
ed fo finely, that, as the phrafe is, // l$$ks ms if ym 
could take it up % they would not for that reafbn im- 
mediately compare the painter to Raffaelle and Mi- 
chael Angela. 
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Numb. 80. Saturday, OSober 27, 1759* 

THAT eVery day has its pains and forrows ii 
univcifally experienced, and almoft univer- 
- &lly cotifefied ; but let us not attend only to mourn- 
ful truth* ; if We look impartially about us, we {hall 
find that every day has likewifc its plkafurts and its 
joys. 

Tte tithe is now tome When the toWn is dgaift 
beginning to be foil, and the rufticated beauty fees 
ma end of her baniflimenc. Thofe whom the tyranny 
of faihion had condemned to pafs the fummer among' 
fliades and brooks, are now preparing to' return to 
plays, balls, and affemblies, with health reftored by 
retirement, and fpirits kindled by expe&ariort. . 

Many a mind which has languifhcd fomemonfths 
without emotion or defire, now feels a fudden reno- 
vation of its faculties. It was long ago oMerved by 
Pythagoras, that ability and neceffity dwell near each 
other. She that wandered in the garden without 
fenfe of its fragrance* and lay day after day ftretched 
upon a couch behind a green curtain, unwilling to 
wake and unable to deep, nowfummons her thoughts 
to conGder which of her laft year's clothes fhall be 
ieen again, and to anticipate the raptures of a new 
fuiti the day and the night are now filled with oc- 
cupation ; the laces which were too fine to be worn 
among rufticks, are taken from the boxes and re- 
viewed, and the eye is no fooner clofed after its la- 
bours, than whole (hops of filk bufy the fancy. 

Vol. VIII. Y 



3« THE IDLER. h* fcb 

But happinefs is nothing if it is not known, and 
very little if it is not envied. Before the day of de- 
parture a week is always appropriated to the pay- 
ment and reception of ceremonial vifits, *t which 
nothing can be mentioned but the delights of Ln- 
don. The lady who is haftening to the icene of 
adion flutters her wings, dilplays her profped^s of fc- 4 
licity, tells how ftic grudges every moment of delay, 
and in the prefence of thofe, whom Ihe knows con* 
demned to (lay at home, is fure to wonder by what 
arts life can be made fupportable through a winter 
in the country, and to tell how often araidft the ex- 
tafics of an opera flic Ihall pity thofe friends whoa 
fhe has left behind. Her hope of giving pain is 
icldom difappointed % the affc&cd indifference of 
one, the faint congratulations of another, the wilhes 
of fome openly confeflcd, and the filent dqeftion of 
the reft, all exalt her opinion of her own fuperiority. 

But however we may labour for our own decep- 
tion, truth, though unwelcome, will fometimes in- 
trude updn the mind. They who have already en- 
joyed the crowds and noife of the great city, know 
that their defire to return is little more than the reft* 
leflhefs of a vacant mind, that thev are not lb much 
led by hope as driven by difguft, and wifh rather to 
leave the country than to fee the town. There is 
commonly in every coach a paileng«T enwrapped in 
filenc expectation, whole joy i.. more iincerc, and 
wboie hopes arc more exalte J. The virgin whom 
the Liil luinmer releafed from her govern?!*, and 
who is now going between her mother and her aunt 
to try the fortune of her *it and beauty, lu I pert 5 n^i 
fallacy in the gay representation. She believe her- 
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fclf palling into another world, and images London as 
4m elyfian region, where every hour has its proper 
pleafurc, where nothing is feen but the blaze of 
wealth, and nothing heard but merriment and flat- 
tery 1 where the morning always rife* on a (how, and 
the evening clofcs on a ball ; where the eyes are ufed 
eoly to fparkle, and the feet only to dance. ^ 

Her aunt and her mother amufe tbemfclves on the 
fOtd, with telling her of dangers to be dreaded, and 
csntkms to be obferved. She hears them as they 
fctaid their predeceflbrs, with incredulity or con* 
tempt. She Ices that they have ventured and 
efcaped) and one of the pleafures which flic pro- 
tflifes hcrfelf U to dtteft their falfchoods, and be 
freed from their admonitions. 

We are inclined to believe thofe whom we do not 
know, beceufe they never have deceived us. The 
fdt adventurer may perhaps liften to the Idler, whom 
file cannot fiifpe&of rivalry or malice, yet he feared y 
cspefts to be credited when he tells her, th^ her ex- 
pectation* will likewtfc end in difappointment. 

The uniform neceffities of human nature produce 
in a great meafurre uniformity of life, and for part of 
the day make one place like another : to drefs and 
to undrefs, to eat and to flcep, are the fame in Lcn~ 
don as in the country. The fupernumerary hpurs 
have indeed a greater variety both of pleafure and 
of pain. The ftranger gazed on by multitudes at 
her firft appearance in the Park, is perhaps on the 
higheft fummit of female happinefs ; but how great 
is the anguilh when the novelty of another face draws 
herworftiippers away! The heart may leap for a time 
under a fine gown, biSt the fight of a gown yet finer 
y 2 
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puts an end to rapture. In the firft row at an epofc 
two hours may be happily paffdd in liftenmg to die 
muflck on the ftage, and watching the glanecs of the 
company ; but how will the night end in ^depend- 
ency when (he that imagined herfelf the fdvereiga 
of the place, fees lords contending to lead Iris tosher 
chair ? There is little pleafure in converfation to her 
whofe wit is regarded but in the fecond place i and 
who can dance with eafe or fpirit that fees Ammytta 
led out before her ? She that fancied nothing bur a 
fucevffion of pleafuresj will find herfelfengaged with- 
out defign in numberlefs competitions, and mortified 
without provocation with numberlefs affii&ions* 

But I do not mean to extinguifli that ardour which 
I wifh to moderate, or to difcourage thofe whom I 
am endeavouring to rcftrain. To know the world is 
neceflary, fince we were born for the hdp of one 
another ; and to know it early is convenient, if it be 
only that we may learn early to defpife vu She that 
brings t^London a mind well prepared for improve- 
ment, though Ihc miffes her hope of uninterrupted 
happinefs, will gain in return an opportunity of add- 
ing knowledge to vivacity, and enlarging innocence 
tp virtue. 
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Numb. 81. Saturday ? November 3^ 1759? 
# 

AS the Englijb army was paffing towards Quebec 
along a foft favanna between a mountain and 
a lake, one of the petty chiefs of the inland re- 
- gions flood upon a rock furrounded by his clan > 
and from behind the fhelter of the, buflies con- 
templated the art and regularity of European war. 
it was evening, the tents were pitched: he ob- 
served the fecurity with which the troops retted in 
the night, and the order with vhich the march 
was renewed in the morning. He continued to 
purfue them with his eye till they could be fecn 
ho longer, and then flood for fome time filent and 
penfive, 

' Then turning to his followers^ Cf Mf children 
cc (faid he) I have often heard from men hoary 
t€ with long life, that there was a time when our 
€€ anceftors were abfolute lords of the woods, the 
cc meadows, and the lak^es, wherever the eye can 
cf reach or the foot can pafs. They fifhed and 
t€ hunted, fcafted aild danced, and when they 
€C were weary lay down under the firft thicket, 
" without danger and without fear. They changed 
f< their habitations as the feafons required, con- 
<c venience prompted, or curipfity allured them f 
V and fometimes gathered the fruits of the moun- 
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tain, and fometimes fportcd in canoes along the 

coaft. 

" Many years and ages art fuppofed to hare 
been thus palled in plenty and fecuritys whe* 
at laft, a new race of men entered our country 
from the great ocean. They mclofed themfelvr* 
in habitations of ftone, which o*r anceAvs 
codld neither enter by violence, nor deftroy by 
c fire. They iflucd from thofe faftneflfes, {base* 
( times covered like the armadillo with (hells, 
' from which the lance rebounded on the (biker, 
c and fometimes carried by mighty beafts which 
€ had never been feen in our vales or forefts, of 
€ fuch ftrength and fwiftnefs, that flight and op* 
' pofition were vain alike. Thofe invaders ranged 
( over the continent, (laughtering in their rage 
' thofe that refilled, and thofe that fubntitted, in 
( their mirth. Of thofe that remained, fome were 
c buried in caverns, and condemned to dig metals 
£ for their matters ; fome were employed in tilling 
( the ground, of which foreign tyrants devour the 
produce and when the fword and the mines 
have deftroyed the natives, they fupply their 
place by human beings of another colour, brought 
( from fome diftant country to peri(h here under 
' toil and torture. 

<c Some there are who boaft their humanity, and 
' content themfclves to feize our chaces and 
' filhcrlcs, who drive us from every track of 
c ground where fertility and pleafantnefs invite 
1 them to fettle, and make no war upon us except 
1 v hen we intrude upon our own lands. 

" Others 
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« Others pretend to hare purchafed a right c| 
" refidencc and tyranny ; but furely the infolencf 
" of fuch bargains is more offenfive thati the avowed 
tt and open dominion of force. What reward can 
9 induce the pofleflbr of a country to admit a 
" ftrlhger more powerfiri than himfclf ? Fraud or 
<f terror muft operate in fuch contrails j either thay 
<c promifcd prot^5tion which they never haye af- 
€t forded, or inftruftion which they never imparted. 
" We hoped to be fecured by their favour from 
" ibme other evil, or to learn the am of Enrope, 
u by which we might be able to fecure ourfelvcs* 
f 5 Their power they have never exerted in our dc- 
<€ fence, and their arts they have ftudioirfly con* 
" cealed from us. Their treaties are only to de- 
m ceive, and their trafficlc only to defraud us. 
" They have a written law among them, of which 
" they boaft as derived from him who made the 
" earth and fca, and by which they profefs to be- 
" lieve that man will be made happy when life 
<€ (hall forfake him. Why is not this law com- 
" municated to us ? It is concealed becaufe it is 
" violated. For how can they preach it to an 
<c Indian nation, when I am told that one of its 
" firft precepts forbids them to do to others 
" what they would not that others ihould do to 
« them ? 

" But the time perhaps is now approaching 
" when the pride of ufurpation fliall be crufhed, 
€l and the cruelties of invafion fliall be revenged. 
€€ The fons of rapacity have now drawn their 
€f fwords upon each other, and referred their 
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< c claims to the decifion of wtri kc us look «*- 
# concerned upon the daughter, . tod remembec 
u that the death of every Jptnpea* delivers the 
" country from a tyrant and a robber for what 
c< is the claim pf either nation, bqt the claim of tfcf 
" vulture to the leveret, of the tiger to the fawn ? 
" Let them then continue to difputc their title to 
V regions which they cannot people, tq purchafe 
<f by danger and blood the empty dignity of do- 
cc minion over mountains which they will never 
€ f climb, and rivers which they will never pals. 
" Let us endeavour, in the mean time, to learn 
" their difcjpline, and to forge their weapons, 
" and when they fhall be weakened with mutual 
<< (laughter, let us rufh down upon them, force 
" their remains to take fhelter in their flaps, ju| 
f c reign once more in our native country/' 
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Numb. 8* Saturday, November ip, 1759, 
To the. IDLE R. 

SIR, 

Discoursing in my laft letter on the 
different pra&ice of the Italian and Dutch 
painters, I obferved that " the Italian painter at- 
f c tends only to the invariable, the great and genc- 
f c ral ideas which arc fijced and inherent in univerfal 
« c nature." 

I was led into thp fi|bje£b of this letter by endea- 
youring to fix the original caufe of this conduit of 
the Italian matters. If it can be proved that by this 
f hoice they fele&ed the mpft beautiful part of the 
creation, it will fliew how much their principles are 
founded on reafon, and, at the fame time, difcover 
(he origin of our ideas of beauty. 

I fuppofe it will be eafily granted, that no man 
can judge whether any animal be beautiful in its 
Jcind, or deformed, yrho has feen qflly one of that 
fpecics ; that is as conclufive in regard to the hu- 
man figure ; fo that if a man, born blind, was to 
recover his fight, ^nd the mqft beautiful woman 
was brought before him, {ie could not determine 
whether flic was handfome or not ; nor if the mod 
beautiful and mod deformed were produced, Could 
he any better determine to which he ihould give 
fhc preference, having feen only thofe two. To 
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4iftinguifli beauty, then, implies the having fees 
many individuals of that fpecies. If it is diced, 
how is more (kill acquired by the obfervatkm .of 
greater numbers ? I anfwer that, in confeqoence of 
having feen many, the power is acquired, even with- 
out feeking after it, of diftinguilhing between acci- 
dental blemilhes and excrefcences which arc conti- 
nually varying the furface of nature's works, and the 
invariable general form which nature moft frequently 
produces, and always feems cq intend in her produc- 
tions. 

Thus amongft the blades of grafs or leaves of 
the fame tree, though no two can be found exatfly 
alike, yet the general form is invariable: A na- 
turalift, before he chofe one as a fample, would 
examine many, fince, if he took the firft that oc- 
curred, it might have, by accident or otherwife, 
fuch a form as that it would fcarce be known to 
belong to that fpecies ; he feledts, as the painter 
docs, the moft beautiful, that is, the moft general 
form of nature. 

Every fpecies of the animal as well as the vege- 
table creation may be faid to have a fixed or deter- 
minate form towards which nature is continually 
inclining, like various lines terminating in the cen- 
ter ; or it may be compared to pendulums vibrating 
in different directions over one central point; and 
as they all crofs the center, though only one paflTes 
through any other point, fo it will be found chat 
prrfci t beauty is oftener produced by nature than 
deformity ; I do not mean than deformity in gene- 
ral, but than any one kind of deformity. To in- 

(lance 
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ftance in a particular part of a feature ; the line that 
forms the ridge of the nofe is beautiful when it ii* 
ftrait ; this then is the central form, which is oftener 
found than either concave, convex, or any other irre- 
gular form that Audi be propofed. As we are then 
more accuftomed to beauty than deformity, we may 
conclude that to be the reafon why we approve and 
admire it, as we approve and admire cuftoms and 
falhions of drefs for no other reafon than that wc 
are ufed to them ; fo that though habit and cuftom 
cannot be faid to be the caufe of beauty, it is cer- 
tainly the caufe of our liking it: and I have no 
doubt but that if we were more ufed to deformity 
than beauty, deformity would then lofe the idea now 
annexed to it, and take that of beauty ; as if the 
whole world fhould agree, that yes and no fhould 
change their meanings ; jes would then deny, and no 
would affirm. 

Whoever undertakes to proceed further in this 
argument, and endeavoufs to fix a general criterion 
of beauty refpefting different fpecies, or to fhew 
why one fpecies is more beautiful than another, it 
will be required from him firft to prove that one 
fpecies is really more beautiful than another. That 
we prefer one to the other, and with very good rea- 
fon* will be readHy granted ; but it does not follow 
from thence that we think it a more beautiful form 
for we have no criterion of form by which to detei^ 
minetmr judgment. He who fays a fwan is more 
beautiful than a dove; means little more than that « 
he has more pleafure in feeing a fwan than a dove, 
either from the ftatelincfs of its motions or its being 

a mote 
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a more rare bird ; and he who gives the preference 
. to the dove, does it from fome affociation of idea 
pf innocence that he always annexes to the dove ; 
but if he pretends to defend the preference he gives 
to one or the other by endeavouring to prove that 
this more beautiful form proceeds from a particu- 
lar gradation of magnitude, undulation of a curve, 
or direction Qf a line, or whatever other conceit 
of his imagination he {hall fix on as a criterion of 
form, he will be continually contradi&ing him* 
ielf, and find at lad that the great mother of na- 
ture will not be fubje&cd to fuch narrow rules. 
Among the various reafons why we prefer one part 
of her works to another, the moft general, I be- 
lieve, is habit and cuftom cuftom makes, in a cer- 
tain fenfe, white black, and bl^ck white ; it is cuf- 
tom alone determines our preference of the colour 
of the Europeans to the Altbiopians, and they, for 
the fame reafon, prefer their own colour to ours. I 
fuppofe nobody will doubt, if one of their painters 
were to paint the goddefs of beauty, but that he 
would reprefent her black, with thick lips, flat 
nofe, and woolly hair ; and it feems to me, he woulc} 
act very unnaturally if he did not: for by what 
criterion will any one difputc the propriety of his 
idea ? We, indeed, fay, that the form and colour 
of the European is preferable to that of the sEthio- 
fian ; but I know of no other reafon we have for 
it, but that we are more accuftomed to it. It is 
abfurd to fay, that beauty is poficfled of attractive 
powers, which irrcfiftibly feize the correfponding 
mind with love and admiration, Once that argu- 
ment 
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mcnt is equally conclufivc in favour of the whit* 
and the black philofopher. 

The black and white nations muft, in refpeft of 
beauty, be confidcred as of different kinds, at lead 
a different fpecies of the fame kinds from- one of 
which to the other, as I obferved, no inference caii 
be drawn. 

Novelty is faid to be one of the caufes of beauty: 
fliat novelty is a very fufficicnt reafon why we 
lhould admire, is not denied; but becaufe it is 
uncommon, is it therefore beautiful ? The beauty 
that is produced by colour, as when we prefer one 
bird to another, though of the fame form, on ac- 
count of its colour, has nothing to do with this 
argument, which reaches only to form. I have 
here confidtrcd the word beauty as being properly 
applied to form alone. There is a neceffity ot 
fixing this confined fenfe ; for there can be no ar- 
gument, if the fenfe of the word is extended to 
every thing that is approved. A rofe may as well 
be faid to be beautiful, becaufe it has a fine fmell, 
as a bird becaufe of its colour. When we apply 
the word beauty we do not mean always .by it a 
more beautiful form, but fomething valuable on 
account of its rarity, ufefulnefs, colour, or any 
other property. Ahorfe is faid to be a beautiful 
animal j but had a horfe as few good qualities as a 
tortoife, I do not imagine that he would be the^ 
cfteemed beautiful. 

A fitnefs to the end propofed* is faid to be 
another caufe of beauty; but fuppofing we were 
proper judges of what form is the moft proper 

ia 
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in an animal to conftitute ftrength or fwiftncfi* 
we always determine concerning its beauty, be* 
fort we exert our undcrftanding to judge of its fit* 

nefs. 

From what has been faid, it may be inferred 
that the works of nature, if we compare one fpe- 
cies with another, are all equally beautiful* and 
that preference is given from cuftom, or Ibrne af- 
fociation of ideas : and that in creatures of the fame 
fpecies, beauty is the medium or center of all va- 
rious forms. 

To conclude, then, by way of corollary: if it 
has been proved, that the painter, by attending to 
the invariable and general ideas of nature, pro* 
duces beauty, he muft, by regarding minute parti* 
cularities and accidental difcriminations, deviate 
from the univerfal rule, and pollute his canvas with 
deformity. 
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Numb* 83. Saturday, November 17, 1759. 
To the IDLE R. 

S I R, 

I Suppose you have forgotten that many weeks 
ago I prom i fed to fend you an account of my 
companions at the Wells, You would not deny 
me a place among the rood faithful votaries of 
idlenefs, if you knew how often I have recollected 
my engagement, and contented myfelf to delay the 
performance for fome reafoa which I durft not exa- 
mine beqaufe I knew it to be falfc* how often I 
have fat down to write, and rejoiced at interrup- 
tion i and how often I have praifed the dignity of 
refolution, determined at night to write in the morn- 
ing, and referred it in the morning to the quiet 
hours of night. 

I have at laft begtAwhat I have long wifhed at 
an end, and find it more eafy than I expe&ed to 
continue my narration. 

Our affembly could boaft no fuch conftellation 
pf intellects as Clargndon\ band of afibciates. We 
had among us no Stldcn, Falkland, or Waller ; but 
we had men not lefs important in their own eyes/ 
though lefs diftinguiftied by the publick ; and many 
a time have we lamented the partiality of mankind, 
and agreed that men of the deepeft enquiry fome- 
times let their difcoveries die away in filence, that 
s ^ 
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the mod comprehenfive obfervers have feldom op- 
portunities of imparting their remarks, and chat 
modeft merit pafles in the crowd unknown and un- 
heeded. 

One of the greateft men of the fociety was Sim 
Scruple, who lives in a continual equipoife of 
doubt, and is a conftant ertemy to Confidence and 
dogmatifm. Sim's favourite topick of conversation 
is the narrownefs of the human mind, the falla- 
cioufnefs of our fenfes, the prevalence of early pre- 
judice, and the uncertainty of appearances. Sim 
has many doubts about the nature of death, and is 
fometimes inclined to believe that fenfation may 
furvive motion, and that a dead man may fed 
though he cannot dir. He has fometimes hinted 
that man might perhaps have been naturally a qua- 
druped, and thinks it would be very proper that at 
the Foundling Hofpital fome children fliould be in* 
clofed in an apartment in which the nurfes Ihould 
be obliged to walk half upon four and half upon 
two, that the younglings being bred without the pre- 
judice of example, might haw no other guide than 
nature, and might at lad corr£ forth into the world 
as genius fliould dircdt, eredt or prone, on two legs 
or on four. 

The next in dignity of mien and fluency of talk, 
was Dick Wormwood, whofe fole delight is to 
find every thing wrong. Dick never enters a room 
but he (hews that the door and the chimney are ill- 
placed. He never walks into the fields but he finds 
ground plowed which is fitter for pafture. He is 
always an enemy to the preient fafhion. He holds 
that all the be nut v and virtue of women will loon 

be 



be deftroyed by the ufc of tea. He triumphs when 
he talk* on the prefent fyftem of education, and 
tells us with gteat vehemence, that we are learning 
^trords when we fhould learn things. He is of ojii- 
irioft that We fuck in errors at the nurfe'S breaft, 
And thinks it extremely ridiculous that children 
Ifaould bt taught to ufe the right hand rather than 
tl£ left. 

ioii Sturdy conCders it as a point of honour 
to lay again wfiat he has once faid, and wonders 
Low any man tfiat has been known to alter his opi- 
nion/ can look his neighbours in the face. Mob is 
ffie" moft formidable dLlputant of the whole com- 
pany; for without troubling himfelf to fearch for 
treafons, he tires his an t agon i ft with repeated affirma- 
tions. When BoB has been attacked* for an hour 
with all the powers of ^l&quettce and reafon, and ✓ 
his pofitioa appears to all but himfelf utterly un- 
tenable, he always clofes the debate with his firft 
declaration, introduced by a ftout preface of con- 
temptuous civility. f f All this is very judicious ; 
cc you may talk, Sir^ts you pleafe ; but I will ftili 
cc fay what I faid at firft." Bob deals much in uni- 
verfals, which he has now obliged us to let pals 
without exceptions. He lives on an annuity, and 
holds that there are as many thieves as traders ; he is 
of loyalty unfhaken, and always maintains, that he 
tvbe fees a Jacobite fees a rajcal. 

Phil Gentle is an enemy to the rudenefs of 
contradiftion and the turbulence of debate. Phil 
has no notions of his own, and therefore willingly 
catches from the laft fpeaker fuch as he (hall drop. 
This flexibility of ignorance is cafily accommo- 
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dated to any tenet $ his only difficulty is, when the 
difputants grow zealous, how to be of two cmoumj 
opinions at once. If nd Appeal is made fo hit 
judgment, he has the art of diftributing his actcm* 
tion and his fmiles in fuch a manner, that cadi 
thinks him of his own party * but if he is obliged 
to fpeak, he then obferves, that the queftioo is dif» 
ficult * that he never received fo much pleafure from 
a debate before; that neither of the con uo vcr tifa 
could have found his match in any other company j 
that Mr. Wormvm£% affcrtion is very well fupport* 
ed, and yet there is great force in what Mr. ScrwfU 
advanced againft it. By this indefinite declaration 
both are commonly fatisfied ; for he that has pre* 
vailed is in good humours and he that has felt his 
own weaknefs is very glad to have efcaped £> well. 




I am, SIR, yours, &c. 



Ro«in Snmtr t 
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Numb. 84. Saturday, November 24, 1759. 

BIOGRAPHY is, of the various kinds of nar- 
rative writing, that which is moft eagerly read, 
tad moft eafily applied to the purpofes of life. 

In romances, when the Wild field of poflibility 
lies open to invention, the incidents may eafily be 
made more numerous, the vicifiitudes morcfudden, 
md the events more wonderful ; but from the time 
of life when fancy begins to be over-ruled by rea- 
fon and corrected by experience, the moft artful tale 
fcaifes little curiofity when it. is known tq|]be falfe ; 
chough it may, perhaps, be fometimes read as a 
model of a neat or elegant ftyle, not for the fake of 
knowing what it contains, but how it is written ; or 
thofe that are weary of themfelves, may have re- 
eourfe to it as a pleafing dream, of which, when 
they awake, they voluntarily difmifs the images from 
their minds. 

The examples and events of hiftory yrefs, indeed, 
upon the mind with the weight of truth ; but when 
they are repofited in the memory, they arc oftener 
employed for (hew than ufe, and rather diverfify 
converfation than regulate life. Few are engaged 
in fuch fcenes as give them opportunities of grow- 
ing wifer by the downfal of ftatefmen or rhe defeat 
of generals. The ftratagems of war, and the in- 
trigues of courts, are read by far the greater part of 
mankind with the fame indifference as the adven- 
tures of fabled heroes, or the revolutions of a fairy 

Z a -tc^wcu 



340 



THE IDLER. 



region. Between falfehood and ufelefs truth there 
is little difference. As gold which he cannot fpead 
will make no man rich, fo knowledge which he cm- 



The mifchievous confequences of vice and folly, 
of irregular deGres and predominant paffions, ire 
beftctifcovered by thofe relations which are levelled 
with the general lurface of life, which tell not ho* 
any man became great, but how he was made hap- 
py ; not how he loft the favour of his prince* but 
how he Ijecame difcontented with himfelf. 

Thofe relations are therefore commonly of mo& 
value in which the writer tells his own (lory. He 
that recounts the life of another, commonly dwells 
molt upas confpicuous events, leficns the fami* 



liariry of his tale to increafe its dignity, fliews his 
favourite at a diftance, decorated and magnified 
like the ancient actors in their tragick drcls, and 
endeavours to hide the man that he may produce a 
hero. 

But if it be true, which was faid by a French 
prince, That no man zvas a hero to the /truants tf his 
ihamber, it it equally true, that every man is yec 
Ids a hero to himfelf. Fie that is mod elevated 
above the crowd by the importance of his employ- 
ments, or the reputation of his genius, feels himfelf 
affected by fame or bufinefs but as they influence 
his domeftick life. The high and low, as they have 
the fame faculties and the fame fenfes, have no lcls 
fimiluude in their pains and pleafurcs. The fenia- 
tiops ate the fame in ail, though produced by very 
different ocvafions. The piinic fceU the fame pain 
when an invader feizes a province, as the fanner 1 



not apply will make no man wife. 
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when a thief drives away his cow. Men thus equal 
in themfelves will appear equal in honeft and im- 
partial biography:; and thofe whom fortune or na- 
ture place at the greatcft diftanc^may affbrd^lnftruc- 
tion to each other. 

< The writer of his own life has at leaft the firlt 
qualification of an hiftorian, the knowledge of the 
truth } and though it may be plaufibly obje&ed'That - 
jhis temptations to difguife it are equal to his op- x 
portunities of knowing it, yet I cannot but think 
that impartiality may be expedted with equal con- 
fidence from him that relates the paflages of his 
own life, as from him that delivers the tranfaftions 
^pf another. 

• Certainty of knowledge not only exdtodes mif- 
Xake, but fortifies veracity. What we colledt by 
Conjefture, and by conjefture only can one man 
judge of another's motives or fentiments, is eafily 
modified by fancy or by defirc ; as obje&s imper- 
fcftly difcerned take forms from the hope or /ear of 
the beholder. But that which is fully known can- 
not be falfified but with reludlance ,of underftand- 
ing, and alarm of confeience : of ^hderftanding, 
i the lover of truth; of confeience, the fentinel of 
virtue. 

He that writes the life of another is cither his 
friend- or his enemy, and wifhes either to exalt his 
praifc or aggravate his infamy; many temptations 
to falfehood will occur in the difguife of paflions, 
too fpecious to fear much refiftance. Love of 
virtue will animate panegyrick, and hatred of 
wickednefs imbittcr cenfurc. The zeal of grati- 
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tudc, the ardour of patriotifm, fondnefs for aa 
opinion, or fidelity to a party, may eafity over- 
power the vigilance of a mind habitually weQ 
difpofed, and prevail over unaffifted and unfrieockd 

veracity. 

But he that fpeaks of himfelf has no motive to 
falfehood or partiality except felf-love, by which 
all have fo often been betrayed, that all are on die 
watch again ft its artifices. He th?t writes aa apo- 
logy for a fingle a£tion, to confute an accufation, to 
recommend himfelf to favour, is indeed always to be 
fufpe&ed of favouring his own caufe* but he that 
fus down calmly and voluntarily to review his life 
for the admonition of po fieri ty, or to amufc himfet£ 
and leaves this account unpublilhed, may be com* 
monly pre fumed to tell truth, fince falfehood cannot 
appeafe his own mind, and fame will not be heard 
beneath the tomb. 
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Numb. 85. Saturday, December |, 1759, 

ONE of the peculiarities which diftinguijh th? 
prefent age is the multiplication of books* 
Every day brings new advertifemcnts of literary 
undertakings, an4 \ye are flattered with repeated 
promifes of growing wife on eafier terms th^n our 
progenitors. 

How much either happinefs or knowledge is ad- 
vanced by this multitude of authors, it is not very 
cafy to decide. 

He that teaches us any thing which we knew not 
before, is undoubtedly to be reverenced as a mailer. 
He that conveys knowledge by more pleafing ways, 
may very properly be loved as a benefador $ and he 
that fupplies life with innocent amufemeqt, will be 
certainly careflfcd as a pleafing companion. 

But few of thofe who fill the world with books, 
have any pretenfions to the hope either of pleafing 
or inftru&ing. They have often norther talk than 
to lay two books before them, out of which they 
compile a third, without any new materials of their 
own, and with very little application of judgment 
to thofe which former authors have fupplied. 

That all compilations are ufelefs I do not aflert. 
Particles of fcience are often very widely fcattered. 
Writers of extenfive comprehenfion have incidental 
remarks upon topicks very remote from the prin- 
cipal fubje&j which are often more valuable than 
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formal treatifcs, and which yet are not known be- 
caufc they are not promifed in the title. He that 
colledts thofe under proper heads is very laudably 
employed, for though he exerts no great abilities in 
the work, he facilitates the progrefs of others, jnd* 
by making that cafy of attainment which is already 
written, may give fome mind, more vigorous or more 
adventurous than his own, leifure for new thought* 
' and original defigns. 

But the colledtions poured lately from the pref* 
have been feldom made at any great cxpence of 
time or inquiry, and therefore only ferve to diftraft 
choice without fupplying any real want. 

It is obferved that a corrupt focieiy fas ma*y Ums\ 
I know not whether it is not equally true, that s» 
ignorant agt has many looks. When the treafucca of 
ancient knowledge lie unexamined, and original 
authors are neglettcd and forgotten, compilers and 
plagiaries are encouraged, who give us again what 
we had before, and grow great by letting before us 
what our own (loth had hidden from our view. 

Yet are not even thefe writers to be indiscrimi- 
nately cenfured and rejc&ed. Truth like beauty 
varies its fafhions, and is beft recommended by dif- 
ferent drefies to different minds ; and he that recalls 
the attention of mankind to any part of learning 
which time has left behind it, may be truly laid to 
advance the literature of his own age. As the 
manners of nations vary, new topicks of perfus- 
ion become necelTary, and new combinations of 
imagery are produced j and he that can accommo* 
date iiimiclf to the reigning tafte, may always have 

readers 



8$. THE IDLER. 34$ 



readers, who perhaps would not have looked upon 
better performances. , 

To exaft of every man who writes that he fhoultf 
fay fome thing new, would be to reduce authors to 
a fmall number ; to oblige the mod: fertile genius 
to fay only what is new, would be to contract, his 
volumes to a few pages. Yet, furely, there ought 
to be fome bounds to repetition ; libraries ought no 
more to be heaped for ever with the fame thoughts 
differently exprefTed, than with the fame books dif- 
ferently decorated. 

The good or evil which thefe fecondary writers 
produce is feldom of any long duration. As they 
owe their exiftence to change of falhion, they com- 
monly difappear when a new fafliion become? pre- 
valent. The authors that in any nation laft froqi 
age to age art very few, becaufe there are very few 
that have any other claim to notice than that they 
catch hold on prefent curiofity, and gratify fome 
Accidental defire, or produce fome temporary con- 
veniency. 

But however the writers of the day may defpair 
of future fame, they ought at leaft to forbear any 
prefent mifchief. Though they cannot arrive at 
eminent heights of excellence, they might keep 
themfelves harmlefs. They might take care to in- 
form themfelves before they attempt to inform 
others, > and exert the little influence which they 
have for honeft purpofes. 

But fuch is the prefent ftate of our literature, 
that the ancient fage, who thought a great book a 
great evil, would now think the multitude of books 

a multi- 
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» multitude of evils. He would confider a bulky 
writer who engrofled a year, and a fwann of pam- 
phleteers who dole each an hour, as equal waiters of 
human life, and would make no other difference 
between them, than between a beaft of prey* and a 
flight of locufts. 



Numb. 8<>. Saturday, December 8, 1759. 
To the ID^E R. 

SIR, 

I AM a young lady newly married, to a young 
gentleman. Our fortune is large, our minds 
are vacant, our difpofitions gay, our acquaintances 
numerous, and our relations fplendid. We confi- 
dered that marriage, like life, has its youth ; that 
the firft year is the year of gaiety and revel, and 
refolved to fee the (hews and feel the joys of 
London before the increafe of our family (hould 
confine us to domeftick cares *nd domeftick plea* 
fures. 

Little time was fpent in preparation \ the coach 
was harnefled, and a few days brought us to Lomdsm, 
and we alighted at a lodging provided for us by 
Mifs Biddy Trifle, a maiden niece of my hufband's 
father, where we found apartments on a fecond floor, 
which my coufin told us would fervc us till wo 
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could plcafe ourfelves with a more commodious and 
elegant habitation) and which (he had taken at a 
very high price, becaufc it was not worth the while 
to make a hard bargain for fo fhort a time. 

Here I intended to lie concealed till my new 
clothes were made, and my new lodging hired ; but 
Mifs Trifle had fo induftrioufly given notice of our 
arrival to all her acquaintance, that I had the morti- 
fication next day of feeing the door thronged with 
painted coaches and chairs with coronets, and was 
obliged to receive all my hufband's relations on a 
feconci floor* 

Jnconvcniences are often balanced by fome ad- 
vantage : the elevation of my apartments furnilhed 
a fubjeft for converfation, which, without fome fuch 
help, we fhould have been in danger of wanting* 
Lady StatJQ told us how many years had pafied 
fince fhe climbed fo many fteps. Mifs Airy ran to 
the window, and thought it charming to fee the 
walkers fo little in the ftreet* and Mifs Gentle went 
to try the fame experiment, and fcreamed to find 
herfelf fo far above the ground. 

They all knew that we intended to remove, and 
therefore all gave me advice about a proper choice. 
One ftreet was recommended for the purity of its air, 
another for its freedom from noife, another for its 
nearnefs to the park, another becaufe there was but 
a Hep from it to all places of di verfion, and another, 
becaufe its inhabitants enjoyed at once the town and 
country. 

I had civility enough to hear every recommenda- 
tion with a look of curioiity while it was made, and 
of acquiefccnce when it was concluded* but in my 
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heart felt no other defire than to be free from the 
difgrace of a fecond floor, and cared littl* where I 
fliould fix, if the apartments were fpacious and 

fplendid. 

Next day a chariot was hired, and Mifs Trifle was 
difpatched to find a lodging. She returned in the 
afternoon, with an account of a charming place, to 
which my hufband went in the morning to make the 
contrad. Being young and unexperienced, he took 
with him his friend Ned Quick, a gentleman of great 
fkill in rooms and furniture, who fees, at a (ingle 
glance, whatever there is to be commended or cen» 
fured. Mr. Quick, at the firft view of the houfe, 
declared that it could not be inhabited, for the fun 
in the afternoon (hone with full glare on the windows 
of the dining-room. 

Mifs Trifle went out again, and difcovered 
another lodging, which Mr. Quick went to furvey, 
and found, that, whenever the wind (hould blow 
from the eaft, all the fmoke of the city would be 
driven upon it. 

A magnificent fet of rooms was then found in 
one of the ftrcets near fVeflminfler- Bridge, which Mils 
Trifle preferred to any which fhe had yet feen; but 
Mr. Quick, having mufed upon it for a time, con* 
eluded that it would be too much expofed in the 
morning to the fogs that rife from the river. 

Thus Mr. Quick proceeded to give us every day 
new teftimonies of his taftc and circumfpe&ion j 
fumetimes the ftrect was too narrow for a double 
range of coaches; fometimes it was an obfeure place, 
not inhabited by perfons of quality. Some places 
were dirty, and lbtnc crowded \ vtv fame houfe* the 
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furniture was ill fuited, and in others the (lairs were 
too narrow. He had fuch fertility of objeftions that 
Mifs Trifle was at laft tired, and defifted from all at- 
tempts for our accommodation* 

In the mean time I have ftill continued to fee my 
company on a fecond floor, and am afked twenty 
times a day when I am to leave thofe odious lodg- 
ings, in which I live tumukudufly without pleafure, 
and , expenfively without honour. My hufbancf 
thinks fo highly of Mr. £htick, that he cannot be 

•perfuaded to remove without his approbation; and 
Mr. <%uick thinks his reputation raifed by the multi- 
plication of difficulties. 

In this diftrefs to whom can I have recourfe ? I 

^ find my temper vitiated by daily difappointmcnt, by 
the fight of pleafures which I cannot partake, and 
the poffM5a£pF riches which I cannot erfjoy. Deaf 
Mr. Idler, inform my httfband that he is trifling 
away, in fuperfluous vexarioni the few months: 
which cuftom has appropriated to delight ; that ma> 
trimonial quarrels ape not eafily reconciled between 4 
thofe that have no children ; that wherever we fcttfe 
he muft always find feme inconvenience; but no- 
thing is fo much to be avoided as a perpetual ffiaflcf 
of enquiry and fufpence. 

I am> SIR, 

Your, humble fervant r 
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Numb. 87. Saturday, Decanter 15, 1759. 

OF what we know not, we can only judge by what 
we know. Every novelty appears more 
wonderful as it is more remote from any thing with 
which experience or teftimony have hitherto ac- 
quainted us, and if it paflcs further beyond the no- # 
tions that we have been accuftomcd to form, it be- 
comes at lad incredible. 

We feldom confider that human knowledge is very 
narrow, that national manners are formed by chance, 
that uncommon conjunctures of caufes produce rare 
effects, or that what is impoffible at one time or 
place may yet happen in another. It is always 
eafier to deny than to enquire. To refufe credit 
confers for a moment an appearance of fuperiority, 
which every little mind is tempted to aflume when 
it may be gained fo cheaply as by withdrawing at- 
tention from evidence, and declining the fatigue of 
comparing probabilities. The mod pertinacious 
and vehement demonftrator may be wearied in time 
by continual negation ; and incredulity, which 
an old poet, in his addrefs to Raleigh, calls the wit 
of fools, obtunds the argument which it cannot 
anfwer, as woolfacks deaden arrows though they can- 
not repel them. 

Many relations of travellers have been flighted as 
fabulous, till more frequent voyages have confirmed 
their veracity * and it may reafonably be imagined. 
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that many ancient hiftorians are unjuftly fufpe&ed 
pf falfehood, becaufe our own times afford nothing 
(hat refemble* what they tell. 

Had only the writers* of antiquity informed U9 
that there was once a nation in which the wife lay 
down upon the burning pile only to mix her afhes 
with thofe of her hufband, we (hould have thought 
it a tatyto be told with that of Endy miens commerce 
with the moon. Had only a (ingle traveller related 
that many nations of the earth werfc black, we lhould 
4*ve thought the accounts of Negroes and of the 
Pb*nix equally credible. But of black men the 
numbers are too great who are now repining under 
Bnglijb cruelty, and the cuftom of voluntary crema- 
tion is not yet loft among the ladies of India. 

Few narratives will either to men Qf women ap- 
pear more ^credible than the hiftories of the 
Amazons 1 of female nations of whofe conftitution it 
was the effcntial and fundamental law, to exclude 
men from all participation either of publick affairs 
or domeftick bufincfs ; where female armies marched 
under female captains, female farmers gathered tho 
harveft, female partners£nced together, and female 
wits diverted one another. 

Yet feveral ages of antiquity have tranfmitted ac- 
counts of the Amazons of Catvafus> and of the 
Amazons of America, who have given their name to 
their greateft river in the world, Condamine lately . 
found fuch memorials, as can be expelled among er* 
ratick and unlettered nations, where events are re- 
corded only by tradition, and new fwarms fettling 
in the country from time to time, confufe and efface 
all traces of former times. 
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To die with hufbands, or to live withoot them, 
are the two extremes which the prudence and mo» 
deration of European ladies have, in til age*, eqdri* 
ly declined $ they have never been alhired to death 
by the kindnefs or civility of the politeft nations, 
nor has the roughnefs and brutality of more fang* 
countries ever provoked them to doom their auk 
afibciates to irrevocable banilhment. The jifcwa 
matrons are faid to have made one fhort ftruggie 
for fupcriority, but inftead of banifhing the raea 
they contented themfelves with condemning them t# 
fervile offices $ and their conftitutton, thus left hn- 
perfeft, was quickly overthrown. 

There is, I think, no clafs of Engtijb women 
from whom we are in any danger of Amazonia* 
ufurpation* The old maids feem neareft to inde- 
pendence, and moft likely to be animated by re- 
venge againft mafculine authority ; they often fpeak 
of men with acrimonious vehemence, but it is fel- 
dom found that they have any fettled hatred againft 
them, and it is yet more rarely obferved that they 
have any kindnefs for each other. They will not 
caftly combine in any pfc; and if they fiioulJ 
ever agree to retire and fortify themfelves in 
caftles or in mountains, the fentincl will betray the 
partes in fpite, and the garrifon will capitulate upon 
eafy terms, if the befiegers have handfome fwurd- 
knots, and are well fupplicd with fringe and 
lace. 

The gamefters, if they were united, would make 
a formidable body; and fince they con.ider men only 
as beings that arc to lofe their money, they might 

live 
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live together without any wifli for the officioufnefs 
of gallantry or the delights of diverfified converfa- 
tion. Butt as nothing would hold them together 
but the hope of plundering one another, their 
government would fail from the defe& of its prin- 
ciples, the men would need only to neglect them, 
and they would peri(h in a few weeks by a civil 
war. * 

I do not mean to cenfure the ladies of England a* 
defe&ive in knowledge or in fpirit, when I fuppofe 
Aem unlikely to revive the military honours of their 
lex. The charafter of the ancient Amazons was 
rather terrible than lovely; the hand could not be 
very delicate that was only employed in drawing the 
bow and brandiftring the battle-axe; their power 
was maintained by cruelty, their courage was de- 
formed by ferocity, and their example only ihews 
that men and women live beft together. 
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Numb. 88. Saturday, tkctltbtr as, 1759* 

WHEN the philosophers of the laftagcwo* 
firft congregated into the royal fociegr, grot 
expectations were raifed of the fuddea progrefs of 
ufeful arts ; the time was fuppofed to be near when 
engines ihould turn by a perpetual motion aai 
health be fecured by the univerfal medicines when 
learning ihould be facilitated by a real charaAer, 
and commerce extended by fliips which could reach 
their ports in defiance of the tempeft. 

But improvement is naturally flow. The foaexf 
met and paitfcd without any vifible diminution <JL 
the miferies of life. The gout and ftone were ftill 

painful, the ground that was not plowed brought no 
harveft, and neither oranges nor grapes would grow 
upon the hawthorn. At laft, thofe who were disap- 
pointed began to be angry; thofe likewifc who 
hated innovation were glad to gain an opportunity 
of ridiculing men who had depreciated, perhaps 
with too much arrogance, the knowledge of anti- 
quity. And it appears from fome of their earlieft 
apologies, that the philofophers felt with great fal- 
libility the unwelcome importunities of thofe who 
were daily aflcing, " What have ye done?" 

The truth is, that little had been done compared 
with what feme had been fuffcrcd to pronrafe.* and 
the qucftion could only be anfwered by general apo- 
logies and by new hopes, which, when they were 
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frufkratcd, gaye a jicw occafion to due fame /exatious 
iroquiry. 

This fatal <j¥eftipn ha$ d^jfeed *k c ^f uaany 
©ther minds. He that in the latter part pf his life 
ipp flxidtly «aqgir^s what he &as 4ooe, cati very 
feldom receive from his owo h£art foqb an accQUitf 
jas will giw iwRVj&tief^on. 

We 4b not indeed fo ofxea difeppoint others *s 
twefebros. We not <ftnJy think more highly than 
others <pf ojur pw& ab&itie$> but ^ ounfelyes to 
Socmbopts which wejoevcr cpramunicatej aodptaafe 
«mr thwaghts wkh jerppjoyments which none evqr 
allot us, and r wrth •elevations to which we *ne 
aicw.capedcd it© jife.; and when coir days and yeans 
dwre'pa&ed away in ootnmon bufinds or common 
amufenotnts, and <ve find at lad that we have £ offered 
iour pupporfes to fleep /till the time of aftion is paft, 
ape are reproached jonly by our own xefle&ions ; nci- 
ither /pur friends jmm- our enemies wonder that me 
Jive and die like the reft of mankind; that we live 
Without notioe, and «die without memorial ; they 
know not what .talk we had propofed* and therefore 
-cannot dkfhecn whether <tf is finHhed. 

ijle $hat ( compares what he has .done with what he 
Ibas left undone, iwiU feel the effeft which mijft al- 
ways -follow *he comparifon of Imagination with 
reality; he will look with contempt on his own un- 
importance, and wonder to what pfccpofe he 'came 
into the world; he will repine that he fhall leave 
behind him no evidence of his having been, that he 
has added nothing to the fyftem of life, but has 
glided from youth to age among the crowd, without 
any effort for diftindtion. 

A a a 



356 THE IDLER* Wlf. 

Man is feldom willing to let fall the opinion of 
his own dignity, or to believe that he does little only 
becaufe every individual is a very little being. He 
is better content to want diligence than power, aad 
fooner confefles the depravity of his wUl than the 
imbecillity of his ndture. 

From this miftaken notion of human greatnefs it 
proceeds, that many who pretend to have made 
great advances in wifdom fo loudly declare that they 
defpife themfelves. If I had ever found any of the 
felf-contemners much irritated or pained by the coo* 
fcioufnefs of their meannefs, I ftiould have ghrea 
them confolation by obferving, that a little more 
than nothing is as much as can be expe&ed from a 
being who with refpedt to the multitudes about him 
is himfelf little more than nothing. Every man is 
obliged by the fupreme Mafter of the univerfe to 
improve all the opportunities of good which are 
afforded him, and to keep in continual activity fuch 
abilities as are bellowed upon him. But he has no 
reafon to repine, though his abilities are fmall and 
his opportunities few. He that has improved the 
virtue or advanced the happinefs of one fellow-crea- 
ture, he that has ascertained a Bngle moral propofi- 
tion, or added one ufeful experiment to natural 
knowledge, may be contented with his own perform- 
ance, and, with refped to mortals like himfelf, may 
demand, like Augufius % to be difmificd at his dc- 
pature with applaule. 
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Numb. 89. Saturday, December 29, 1759. 

'Am^h x} *Vg£8. EPICT. 

HOW evil came into the world; for what 
reafon it is that life is overfpread with fuch 
boundlefs varieties of mifery ; why the only thinking 
being of this globe is doomed to think merely to be 
wretched, and to pafs his time from youth to age in 
feariqg or in fuffering calamities, is a queftion which 
philofophers have long afked, and which philofophy 
could never anfwer. 

Religion informs us that mifery and fin were 
produced together. The depravation of human 
will was followed by a diforder of the harmony of 
nature ; and by that providence which often places 
antidotes in the neighbourhood of poifons, vice was 
checked by mifery, left it fliould fwell to univerfal 
and unlimited dominion. 

• A ftate of innocence and happinefs is fo remote 
from all that we have ever feen, that though we 
can eafily conceive it poffible, and may therefore 
hope to attain ir, yet our fpeculations upon it muft 
be general and confuted. We can difcover that 
where there is univerfal innocence, there will pro* 
bably be univerfal happinefs; for why (hould af- 
fli&ions be permitted to infeft beings who are not 
ip danger of corruption from bleffings, and where 
there is no ufc of t?rrpur nor caufe of punilhment ? 

A a 3 
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But in a world like ours, where our fenfes aflaolt 
us, and our hearts betray us, we fbould pafs on 
from crime to crime, hecdlefs and remorfelefs, if 
mifery dkl not ft and in our way, and our 0*4 
pains admonifh us of our folly. 

Almoft all the moral good which is left among 
us, is the apparent effeft of phyfical evil. 

Goodnefs is divided by divines into fobernefs, 
righteoufnefs, and godlinefs. Let it be examined 
how each of thefc duties would be pra&tfed if Ultra 
were no phyfical evil to enforce it. 

Sobriety, or temperance, is nothing but the for- 
bearance of pleafure ; and if pleafure was not fol- 
lowed by pain, who would, forbear it? We fee 
every hour thofe in whom the defire of prefent in- 
dulgence overpowers all fenfe of paft and all fore- 
fight of future mifery. In a remiflion of the gout 
the drunkard returns to his wine, and the glutton 
to his feaft; and if neither difeafe nor poverty 
v/cre felt or dreaded, every one would fink down 
in idle fenfuality, without any eare of others, or of 
himfelf. To eat and drink, artd lie down to fleep, 
would be the whole bufinefs of mankind. 

Righteoufnefs, or the fyftem of focial doty, may 
be fubdivided into juilice and charity. Of jufhee 
one of the heathen fages has fhcwi), with great 
acuteneft, that it was imprefled upon mankind 
only by the inconveniences whkrh injuttice had pro- 
duced. " In the firft ages," fays he, <f men afted 
without any rule but the impulfe of define, they 
" p a&ifed injuftire upoh others, and fwflSered ie 
" from others in their turn ; but in time it was 
' t/:/lovered> that the ^a\o WEnx^^rron^ was 

%1 
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*< greater than the pteafurc of doing its wd man* 
kind, by a general co{ppa&, fubmittcd to the re-i 
ftraint of laws, and refigned tfcc pleafure to ef?apo 
* the pain," 

Of charity it is fuperfluous to obferve, that if 
could, have no place if there were no want ; for of a 
Tirtue which could not he praftifed, the Qmiffkm 
could not he culpabk. Evil is not only the oc^a- 
fionai but the efluaeot caufe of charity ; we are 
eked to the relief of mifery by the confeiqufnefe thstf 
W haw the fame stature with the ftifiererj th^t w$ 
ate in danger of the fame diftrefies, and i?wy fora*^ 
times implore the faave aftftanqe. 

Godlinefs, or piety, U elevation of the mind to* 
W4fd$ the Supreme Being* apd extepfion of thf 
thought* of another life. The ot\&s life is figure, 
«nd the Supreme Being is inyifible. None wo\)|4 
have recourfe to an invifible power^ but that al| 
other fubje&s had eluded their hopes* None\Q)ul4 
fix their attention upon the future, but that they 
* are difepqtented with the prcfent, If the feofe* 
were fc^fted with pcrperpal plcafiire, they weuil 
always keep the mind in fubje&ioiu Reafon hat nt 
authority pver ms, but by its power to warn vt 
againft evil. 

In childhood* while our minds are yet unoccupied^ 
religion is impreffed upon them, and the firft year* 
of almoft all who have been well educated are 
pafled in a regular difcharge of the duties of piety. 
But as we advance forward into the crowds of life, 
innumerable delights follicit our inclinations, and 
innumerable cares diftraA our attentions the time 
Of yopth is pafled in noify frolicks * manhood i% led 
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on from hope to hope, and from projeft to projc&t 
the difiblutcncfs of pleafure, the inebriation of foe- 
eefs, the ardour of expectation, and the vehemence 
of competition, chain down the mind alike to the 
prefent fcene, nor is it remembered how loon this 
mid of trifles muft be fcattered, and the bubbles 
that float upon the rivulet of life be loft for ever m 
the gulph of eternity. To this confideration fcarce 
any man is awakened but by fome prefling and res 
fiftlefs evil. The death of thofe from whom he de* 
rived his pleafures, or to whom he deftined his 
pofiTeflions, fome difeafe which {hews him the vanity 
of all external acquifitions, or the gloom of age, 
which intercepts his profpe&s of long enjoyment, 
forces him to fix his hopes upon another ftatc, and 
when he has contended with the tcmpefts of life till 
his ftrcngth fails him, he flies at I aft to the (belter of 
religion* % 

• That mifery does not make all virtuous, expe- 
rience too certainly informs us; but it is no left 
certain that of what virtue there is, mifery produces 
far the greater part. Phyfical evil may be therefore 
endured with patience, Once it is the caufe of moral 
good ; and patience itfelf is one virtue by which we 
are prepared for that ftate in which evil (hall be no 
more* - 
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Numb. 90. Saturday, January 5, 1760. 

IT is a complaint which has been made from time 
to time, and which feems to have lately become 
more frequent, that Englifi oratory, however for- 
cible in argument, or elegant in exprefllon, is defi- 
cient and inefficacious, becaufe our fpeakers want 
the grace and energy of aftion. 

Among the numerous projeftors who are defirous 
to refine our manners, and improve our faculties, 
fome are willing to fupply the deficiency of our 
fpeakers. We have had more than one exhortation 
to ftudy the neglefted art of moving the paffions, 
and have been encouraged to believe that our 
tongues, however feeble in themfelves, may, by 
the help of our hands and legs, obtain an un- 
fontroulable dominion over the mod ftubborn au- 
dience, animate the infenfible, engage the carelefs, 
force tears from the obdurate, and money from the 
avaricious. 

If by flight of hand, or nimblenefs of foot, 
thefe wonders can be performed, he that lhall neg- 
left to attain the free ufe of his limbs may be juftly 
cenfqred as criminally lazy. But I am afraid that 
no fpecimen of fuch effects will eafily be fliewn. 
If I could once find a fpeaker in Change- Alley railing 
the price of flocks by the power of perfuafive 
geftures, I Ihould very zealoufly recommend the 
ftudy pf his art 1 but having never feen any aftion 
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by which language was much affifted, I have beta 
hitherto inclined to doubt whether my countryoka 
are not blamed top haftily for their calm aqd mo* 
ponlefa utterance. 

Foreigners of many nations accompany their 
fpeech with aftion ; but why (hould their example 
have more influence upon us than ours upon them? 
Cuftoms are not to be changed but for better. 
Let thofe whq defire to reform us (hew the bencfiu 
of the change propofed. When the Frcncbwum 
waves his hands and writhes his body in recounting 
the revolutions of a game at cards, oj the Ntap§- 
Iitan y who tells the hour of the day, (hews upon his 
fingers the number which he mentions, I do not 
perceive that their manual excrcife is of much ufe, 
or that they leave any image more deeply imprefled 
by their buttle and vehemence of communication. 

Upon the EngUJh ftage there is no want of action | 
but the difficulty of making it at once various and 
proper, and its perpetual tendency to become ridi- 
culous, notwithftanding all the advantages which 
art and (how, and cuftom and prejudice, can give 
it, may prove how little it can be admitted into any 
other place, where it can have no (ecqn^mendation 
but from truth and nature. 

The ufc of Englijb oratory is only at the bar, irj 
the parliament, and in the church. Neither the 
judges of our laws nor the reprefentatives of our 
people would be much aftcded by laboured gclti- 
cularion, or believe any man the more becaufe he 
rolled his eyes, or puffed his checks, or fprcad 
abroad his arms, or (lamped the ground, or thumped 
his brcaft, or turned Vu* e^e% fwaeucne* to the 



U» 90 f THE IDLER. 363 

pding and foipctimes to the floor. Upon men 
intent only upon truth, the arm of an orator has 
little power ; a credible teftimony, or a cogent ar- 
gument, will overcome all the art of modulation, 
and all the violence of contortion. 

It is well known that in the city which may be 
. palled the parent of oratory, all the arts of mecha- 
nical perfuafion were baniffied from the court of fu- 
|>reme judicature. The judges of the Areopagus 
confidered aftion and vociferation as a foolifti ap- 
peal to the external fenfes, and unworthy to be 
pra&ifed before thofe who had no defire of idle 
amtifement, and whofe only pleafure was to difcover 
fight. 

Whether a6tion may not be yet of ufe in churches, 
where the preacher addrefies a mingled audience, 
may deferve enquiry. It is certain that the fenfes 
are more powerful as the reafon is weaker j and 
that he whofe ears convey little to his mind, may 
fometimes liften with his eyes till truth may gra- 
dqally take pofleflion of his heart. If there be 
any \ife of gefticulation, it tnuft be applied to the 
ignorant and rude, who will be more affedted by 
ychemence than delighted by propriety. In the 
pulpit little aftion can be proper, 4° r a&ion can il- 
hiftrate nothing but that to which it may be re- 
ferred by nature or by cuftom. He that imitates 
by his hand a motion which he defcribes, explains 
it by natural fimilrtude; he that lays his hand on 
his breaft, when he exprefTes pity, enforces his 
words by a cuftomary illufion. But theology has 
few topicks to which aftion can be appropriated ; 
that adtion which is vague and indeterminate will 
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at lad fettle into habit, and habitual peculiafitxs 
are quickly ridiculous. 

It is perhaps the character of the Englijb to de* 
fpife trifles ; and that art may furely be accounted a 
trifle which is at once ufefcfs and oftentarioos, 
which can feldom be praclifed with propriety, and 
which, as the mind is more cultivated, is lefs pow- 
erful. Yet as all innocent means are to be uled for 
the propagation of truth, I would not deter thofc 
who are employed in preaching to common con- 
gregations from any praftice which they may find 
perfuafive; for, compared with the % converfioa of 
tinners* propriety and elegance are lefs than no* 
thing. 



Numb. 91. Saturday, January 12, 1760, 

IT is common to overlook what is near, by keep- 
ing the eye fixed upon fomething remote. In 
the fame manner prcfent opportunities are ncg- 
le&ed, and attainable good is flighted, by minds 
bufled in extenflve ranges, and intent upon future 
advantages. Life, however Ihort, is made (till 
fliorter by wafte of time, and its progrefs towards 
happinefs, though natgraljy flow, is yet retarded by 
unneceflary labour. 

The difficulty of obtaining knowledge is uni- 
verfally confeflcd. To fix deeply in the mind the 
principles of fcience, to fettle their limitations, and 
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"deduce the long fucceflion of their confequences j 
to comprehend the whole compafs of complicated 
fyftems, with all the arguments, obje&ions, and ~ 
Solutions, and to repofite in the intelle&ual treafury 
the numberlefs fafts, experiments, apophthegms, 
and.pofuions, which muft ftand fingle in the me- 
mory, and of which none has any perceptible con* 
ne&ion with the reft, is a talk which, though under- 
taken with ardor and purfued with diligence, muft 
at lad be left unfiniftied by the frailty of our 
nature. 

To make the way to learning either lefs Ihort or 
lefs fmooth, is certaiaiy abfurd ; yet this is the ap- 
parent effedt of the prejudice which feems to pre- 
vail among us in favour of foreign authors, and of 
the contempt pf our native literature, which this 
excurfive curiofity muft neceffariiy produce. Every 
man is more fpeedily inftru&ed by his own lan- 
guage, than by any other j before we fearch the 
reft of the world for teachers, let us try whether 
we may not fpare our trouble by findiqg them at 
home. 

The riches of the Englijb language are much 
greater than they are commonly fuppofed. Many 
ufeful and valuable books lie buried in fhops and 
libraries, unknown and unexamined, uplefs fome 
lucky compiler opens them by chance, and finds 
an eafy fpoil of wit and learning. I am far from 
intending to infinuate, that other languages are not 
neceffary to him who afpires to eminence, and 
whofe whole life is devoted to ftudy ; but to hiro 
who reads only for amufenftent, or whofe purpofe is 
not to deck himfelf with the honours of literature, 
6 \s*\ 
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but to be qualified for domeftick ufof\riaefs, aaAfr 
down content with fubordinate reputation, we ham 
authors fufficient to fill up all the vacancies of hit 
time, and gratify raaft of his wifhes for informa- 
tion. 

Of our poets I need fay little, becanfc they are 
perhaps the only authors to whom their country has 
done juftice. We conflder the whole fuccefiaa 
from Spenfer to Pope, as fuperior to any names wbick 
the continent <:an boaft ; and therefore the poets of 
other nations, however familiarly they may befome- 
times mentioned, are very little read, except by 
thole who dofign to borrow their beauties. 

There is, I think, not 6ne of the liberal am 
which may not be competently learned in the EwgUJb 
language. He that fearches after mathematical 

knowledge may bufy himfelf among his own coun- 
trymen, and will find one or other able to inftrud 
him in every part of thofe abftrufe fciences. He 
that is delighted with experiments, and wiCbes to 
know the nature of bodies from certain and vifiUe 
effects, is happily placed where the mechanical -phi- 
lofophy was firft eftabltfhed by a publick iaftku- 
tion, and from which it was fprcad to all ather 
countries. 

The more airy and elegant (ludies of philology 
and criticifm have little need of any foreign help. 
Though our language, not being very analogical, 
gives few opportunities for grammatical refearches, 
yet we have not wanted authors who have confidcred 
the principles of fpeech; and with critical writ- 
ings we abound fufficiently to enable pedantry 
to imfofe rules which can fcldom be obferved. 
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and vanity to talk of books which are iektam 

But4Rfri)wn l&ngoage has, from the reformation 
to the prefent time, been chiefly dignified and 
adorned by the works of our divines, who, confi- 
dered as commentators, controvertifts, or preachers^ 
have undoubtedly left all other nations far behind 
them. No vulgar language can boaft fuch trea- 
fures of theological knowledge, or fuch mobacodes 
of authors at once learned, elegant, and pious. 
Other countries and other coin roua tons have authors 
perhaps equal in abilities and diligence to ours; 
but if we unite number with excellence there i^ccr- 
tainly no nation which muft not allow us to be fu- 
perior. Of morality little is neceflary to be faid 
bocaufe at is comprehended in practical divinity, 
and is perhaps better taught in Englijb iermons than 
in any other books ancient or modern. Nor fhall I 
dwell-on our excellence in metaphyseal ipeculations, 
becaufe he that reads the works of our divines will 
eafily dtfeover how far ihumaniubtilty has been able 
(0 .penetrate. 

Political knowledge is forced upon us by the 
form of out- conftitution, and all the myfteries of go- 
verdflaent are discovered in the attack or defence of 
every minilten. The original law of Society, tbt 
fights of fcbje&s, and the prerogatives of kings, 
ktfve been confidcred with the utmoft nicety, fome- 
times profoundly inveftigatcd, and fometimes fami- 
liarly ekplained* 

Thus copioufly inftru&ive ts the Englijb lan- 
guage, and -thus needfefe is ill recourfe to foreign 
5 writers. 
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writers. Let us not therefore make our neighbours 
proud by foliciting help which we do not want, nor 
difcourage our own induftry by difficulties which we 
need not fuffer. 



Numb. 92. Saturday, January 19, 1760. 

WH AT E V E R is ufeful or honourable will be 
defired by many who never can obtain r, 
anj^that which cannot be obtained when it is de- 
fired, artifice or folly will be diligent to counterfeit, 
Thofe to whom fortune has denied gold and dia- 
monds decorate themfelvcs with ftones and metals, 
which have fomething of the (how but little of the 
value; and every moral excellence or intelledual 
, faculty has fome vice or folly which imitates its ap- 
pearance. 

Every man wifties to be wife, and they who can- 
not be wife are almoft always cunning. The lefs 
is the real difcernment of thofe whom bufinefs or 
converfation brings together, the more illufions are 
praftifed, nor is caution ever fo ncceffary as with if* 
fociates or opponents of feeble minds. 

Cunning differs from wifdom as twilight from 
open day. He that walks in the funfhine goes 
boldly forward by the neareft way; he fees that 
where the path is (height and even he may proceed 
in fecurity, and where it is rough and crooked he 
eafily complies with the turns and avoids the ob- 

flruftions. 
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ftru&ions. But the traveller in the dufk fears more 
as he fees lefs ; he knows there may be danger, and 
therefore fufpefts that he is never fafe, tries every 
ftep before he fixes his foot, and fhrinks at every 
noife left violence fliould approach him. Wifdom 
comprehends at once the end and the means, efti- 
mates eafinefs or difficulty, and is cautious or con- 
fident in due proportion. Cunning difcovers little 
at a time, and has, no other means of certainty 
than multiplication of ftratagems and fupcrfluity of 
fufpicion. The man of cunning always confiders 
that he can never be too fafe, and therefore always 
keeps himfelf enveloped in a mift, impenetrabjgpas 
he hopes, to the eye of rivalry or curiofity. 

Upon this principle, Tern Double has formed a 
habit of eluding the moft harmlefs queftion. What 
he has no inclination to. anfwer, he pretends fome- 
times not to hear, and endeavours to divert the en- 
quirer's attention by fome other fubjedt ; but if he 
be preffed hard by repeated interrogation, he al- 
ways evades a diredt reply. A(k him whom he 
likes beft on the ftage ? he is ready to tell that there 
are feveral excellent performers. Enquire when he 
was laft at the coffee-houfe, he replies, that the 
weather has been bad lately. Defire him to tell the 
age of any of his acquaintance, he immediately men- 
tions another who is older or younger. 

Will Puzzle values himfelf upon a long reach. 
He forefees every thing before it will happen, 
though he never relates his prognoftications till the 
event is paft. Nothing has come to pafs for thefe 
twenty years of which Mr. Puzzle had not given 
broad hints, , and* told at lcaft thaj it was not proper 

Vol. VIll. B b 
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to cell. Of thofe predi£tions, which every conclo* 
fion will equally verify, he always claims the credit, 
and wonders that his friends did not underftand 
them. He fuppofes very truly that much may be 
known which he knows not, and therefore pretends 
to know much of which he and all mankind are 
equally ignorant. I defired his opinion yc ft cr di t 
of the German war, and was told that if the Pnrf- 
fians were well fupported, fomethmg great may be 
expc&ed ; but that they have very powerful ene- 
mies to encounter, that the Aufirian general has 
long experience, and the Ruffians are hardy and re- 
loljp ; but that no human power is invincible. I 
then drew the converfation to our own affairs, and 
invited him to balance the probabilities of war and 
peace; he told me that war requires courage, and 
negotiation judgment, and that die time will come 
when it will be lccn whether our (kill in treaty is 
equal to our bravery in battle. To this general 
prattle he will appeal hereafter, and will demand to 
have his forefight applauded, whoever lhall at loft be 
conquered or victorious. 

With Ned Smuggle all is a fecret. He believes 
himlclf watched by obfervation and malignity on 
every fide, and rejoices in the dexterity by which he 
has elcaped lhares that never were laid. Ned holds 
that a irun is never deceived if he never trulls, and 
therefore will not tell the name of his taylor or his 
hatter ; he rides out every morning for the air f and 
pleafcs himlclf with thinking that nobody knows 
vthere he has been ; when he dines with a friend he 
r.cvcr goes to his houfe the neareil way, but walks 
up a byc-ltrccc to perplex the fecnt. When he has 
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a coach called, he never tells him at the door the 
true place to which he is going, but flops him in 
the way that he may give him direftions where no- 
body can hear him. The price of what he buys or 
fells is always concealed. He often takes lodgings 
in the country by a wrong name, and thinks that the 
world is wondering where he can be hid. All thefr 
*ranfa£tions he regifters in a book, which, he fays, 
will fbme time or other amaze poftcrity. 

It is remarked by Bacon, that many men try to 
procure reputation only by objeftions, of which if 
they are once admitted the nullity never appears, be- 
caufe the defign is laid afide. This fal/e f&L of 
wifdom, fays he, is the ruin of bujinefs. The Wiolc 
power of cunning is privative ; to fay nothing, and 
to do nothing, is the utmoft of its reach. Yet 
men thus narrow by nature, and mean by art, arc 
fomepmes able to rife by the mifcarriages of bravery 
and the opennefs of integrity ; and by watching 
failures and fhatching opportunities, obtain advan- 
tages which belong properly to higher chara&ers. 
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Numb. 93. Saturday, January 26, 1760. 

SAM SOFTLY was bred a fugar-baken but 
fucceeding co a confiderable cftatc on the death 
pf his elder brother, he retired early from bufinefs, 
married a fortune, and fettled in a country boufe 
near Kentijh-town. Sam, who formerly was a fportf- 
man, and in his apprenticelhip ufed to frequent 
Bamat races, keeps a high chaife, with a brace of 
feaioned geldings. During the fummer months, 
the principal paflion and employment of Sam's life 
is to vifit, in this vehicle, the mod eminent feats of 
the nobility and gentry in different parts of the 
kingdom, with his wife and fome feled friends. 
By thefe periodical excurfions Sam gratifies many 
important purpofes. He a (Tills the feveral pregnan- 
cies of hia wife ; he (hews his chaife to the bed ad* 
vantage; he indulges his infatiable curiofity for 
finery, which, fince he has turned gentleman, has 
grown upon him to an extraordinary degree; he 
difcovcrs tafte and fpiritj and, what is above all, 
he finds frequent opportunities of difplaying to the 
party, at every houfc he fees, his knowledge of fa- 
mily connexions. At tirft, Sam was contented with 
driving a friend between London and his villa. Here 
he prided himfelf in pointing out the boxes of the 
citizens on each fide of the road, with an accurate 
detail of their refpedtive failures or fucceffes in 
trade ; and harangued on the feveral equipages that 
6 were 
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were accidentally paffing. Here, too, the feats, 
interfperfed on the furrbunding hills, afforded am- 
ple matter for Sam's curious difcoveries. For one, 
he told his companion, a rich Jew had offered mo~ 
ney j and that a retired widow was courted at an*> 
other, by an eminent dry-lalrer. At the fame time 
he difcuffed the utility and enumerated the expences 
of the IJlinglon turnpike. But Sam's ambition is at 
prefent raifed to nobler undertakings. 

When the happy hour of the annual expedition 
arrives, the feat of the chake is furnifbed with Ogil- 
vfs Book of Roads y and a choice quantity of cold, 
tongues. The mod alarming difaftcr whichucan 
happen to our hero, who thinks he throws a whip 
admirably well, is to be overtaken in a road which 
affords no quarter for wheels. Indeed, few men pof- 
fefs more (kill or difcernment for concerting and 
conducing a party of pleqfttre. When a feat is to 
be furveyed, he has a peculiar talent at felefting 
fome fhady bench in the park, where the company 
jnay moft commodioufly rcfrefh themfelves with 
cold tongue, chicken, and French rolls ; and is very 
•fagacious in difcovering what cool temple in the 
garden will be bed adapted for drinking tea, brought 
lor this purpofe, in the afternoon, and from which 
xhe chaife may be refumed with the greateft conve- 
nience. In viewing the houfe itfelf, he is princi- 
pally attra&ed by the chairs and beds, concerning 
the coft of which his minute enquiries generally 
jgain the clcarcft information. An agate table eafily 
diycrts his eyes from the moft capital ftrokes of Rh- 
Jens, and a Turkey carpet has more 'charms than a 
Titian. Sam 3 however, dwells with fome attention 
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on the family portraits, particularly the moft mo- 
dern ones ; and as this is a topick on which the 
houfe-keeper ufually harangues in a more copious 
manner, he takes this opportunity of improving his 
knowledge of intermarriages. Yec notwithftanding 
this appearance of latisfaftion, Sam has fomc objec- 
tion to all he fees. One houfe has too much gild- 
ing, at another, the chimney-pieces are all monu- 
ments - y at a third, he conje&ures that the beautiful 
canal muft certainly be dried up in a hot fummer. 
lie defpii'es theftatues at H r ilton> becaufe he thinks 
he can fee much better carving at JVefiminJlir Abbey. 
But there is one general obje&ion which he is lure 
to make at almoft every houfe, particularly at thofe 
which are molt diiiinguiQied. He allows that all 
the apartments arc extremely fine, but adds, with a 
fnecr, that they are too fine to be inhabited. 

Misapplied genius moft commonly proves ridi- 
culous. Had Sam, as Nature intended, contentedly 
continued in the calmer and iefs confpicuous pur- 
fuics of fugar-baking, he might have been a rcfpcA- 
ablc and ufeful chara&er. At prefent he difiipare* 
his life in a fpecious idlenefs, which neither improves 
himi'clf nor his friends. Thofe talents which might 
have benefited focicty, he expofes to contempt by 
falfe pretcnlions. He aflfefts pleafures which he 
cannot enjoy, and is acquainted only with thofe fub- 
ji-cts on which he has no right to talk, and which it 
u no merit to underltand. 
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Numb. 94. Saturday, February 2, 1760. 

IT is common to find young men ardent and dili- 
gent in the purfuit of knowledge ; but the pro- 
gress of life very often produces laxity and indiffer- 
ence, and not only thofe who are at liberty to chufc 
their bufinefs and amufements, but thofe likewife 
whofe profeffions engage them in literary enquiries, 
pafs the latter part of their time without improve- 
ment, and fpend the day rather in any other enter- 
tainment than that which they might find among 
their books. 

This abatement of the vigour of curiofity is fome- 
times imputed to the infufficiency of learning. Men 
are fuppofed to remit their labours, becaufe they 
find their labours to have been vain ; and to fearch 
no longer after truth and wifdom^ becaufe they at 
laft defpair of finding them. 

But this reafon is for the moll part very falfely 
affigned. Of learning, as of virtue, it may br 
affirmed, that it is at once honpured and negledted. 
Whoever forfakes it will for ever look after it with 
longing, lament the lofs which he does not endea- 
vour to repair, and defire the good which he wants 
refolution to feize and keep. The idler never ap- 
plauds his own idlenefs, nor does any man repent 
of the diligence of his youth. 

So many hindrances may obftruct the acquifition 
of knowledge, that there is little reafon for wondcr- 
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ing that it is in a few hands. To the greater pan 
of mankind the duties of life are inconfiftent with 
much ftudy, and the hours which they would fpend 
upon letters mud be ftolcn from their occupations 
and their families. Many fuflfer themfclves to be 
lured by more fpritely and luxurious pleafures from 
the (hades of contemplation, where they find feldom 
more than a calm delight, fuch as, though greater 
than all others, its certainty and its duration being 
reckoned with its power of gratification, is yet eafily 
quitted for fome extemporary joy, which the prelent 
moment offers, and another perhaps will put out of 
reach. 

It is the great excellence of learning, that it bor- 
rows very little from time or place ; it is not con- 
fined to feafon or to climate, to cities or to the 
country, but may be cultivated and enjoyed where 
no other pleafure can be obtained. But this qua- 
lity, which conftitutcs much of its value, is one 
occafion of neglelt ; what may be done at all times 
with equal propriety, is deferred from day to day, 
till the mind is gradually reconciled to theomiflion, 
and the attention is turned to other objcdls. Thus 
habitual idlenefs gains too much power to be con- 
quered, and the foul (brinks from the idea of intel- 
lectual labour and intenfenpfs of meditation. 

That thofe who profefs to advance learning Tome- 
times obftrult it, cannot be denied ; the continual 
multiplication of books not only diftra&s choice, 
but difappoints enquiry. To him that has mode- 
rately llored his mind with images, few writers afford 
any novelty ; or what little they have to add to the 
common (lock of learning, is fo buried in the mafs of 
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general notions, that, like filver mingled with the 
ore of lead, it is too little to pay for the labour of 
reparation ; and he that has often been deceived by 
the promife of a title, at laft grows weary of examin- 
ing, and is tempted to confider all as equally falla- 
cious. 

There are indeed fome repetitions always lawful, 
becaufe they never deceive. He that writes the 
hiftory of pad times, undertakes only to decorate 
known fadts by new beauties of method or of ftyie, 
or at molt to illuftrate them by his own reflections. 
The author of a fyftem, whether moral or phyfical, 
is obliged to nothing beyond care of fele&ion and 
regularity of difpofition. But there are others who 
claim the name of authors merely to difgrace it, and 
till the world with volumes only to bury letters In 
their own rubbifli. The traveller who tells, in a 
pompous folio, that he faw the Pantheon at Rome, 
and the Medicean Venus at Florence \ the natural his- 
torian who, defcribing the productions of a narrow 
ifland, recounts all that it has in common with ercry 
other part of the world ; the colleftor of antiquities, 
that accounts every thing a curiofity which the ruins 
of Herculaneum happen to emit, though an inftru- 
ment already fhewn in a thoufand repofitories, or 2 
cup common to the ancients, the moderns, and all 
mankind, may be juftly cenfured as the perfecutors 
of ftudents, and the thieves of that time which never 
can be restored. 
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Numb, 95. Saturday, February 9, 1760. 

To the IDLE R. 
Mr. Idler, 

IT is, I think, univcrfally agreed, that feldom 
any good is gotten by complaint ; yet we find 
that few forbear to complain, but thofe who are 
afraid of being reproached as the authors of their 
own miferies. I hope therefore for the common pcr- 
mifiion, to lay my cafe before you and your readers, 
by which I fliall difburthen my heart, though I can- 
not hope to receive either afliftance or coniblation. 

I am a trader, and owe my fortune to frugality 
and induftry. I began with little $ but by the caly 
and obvious method of fpending lefs than I gain, I 
have every year added fomething to my (lock, and 
c^cft to have a icac in the common-council at the 
next election. 

My wife, who was as prudent as myfelf, died fix 
years ag'o, and left me one fon arid one daughter, for 
whofe lake I rclulvcd never to marry again, and re- 
jected the overtures of Mrs. Squeeze, the broker** 
widow, who had ten thoufand pounds at her own 
difpofal. 

I bred my fon at a fchool near IjUngtpn, and when 
he had learned arithmetic!;, and wrote a good hand, 
I took him into the Hi op, defigning, in about ten 
years r' :;re to Stratfird or ILiib:r< f and leave him 
ciwblui»ed in tl c bu finds. 

For 
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For four years he was diligent and fedate, entered 
the Ihop before it was opened, and when it was fliut, 
always examined the pins of the window. In any 
intermiflion of bufinefs it was his conftant pradticfe 
to perufe the ledger. 1 had always great hopes of 
him, when I obferved how forrowfully he would fhake 
his head over a bad debt, and how eagerly he would 
liften to me when I told him that he might, at one 
time or other, become an alderman. 

We lived together with mutual confidence, till 
unluckily a vifit was paid him by two of his fchool- 
fellows, who were placed, I fuppofe, in the army, 
becaufe they were fit for nothing better : they came 
glittering in the military drefs, accofted their old 
acquaintance, and invited him to a tavern, where, 
as I have been fince informed, they ridiculed the 
meannefs of commerce, and wondered how a youth 
of fpirit could lpend the prime of life behind a 
counter. 

I did not fufpeft any mifchief. I knew my /on 
was never without money in his pocket, and was bet- 
ter able to pay his reckoning than his companions, 
and expe&ed to fee him return triumphing in hi* 
own advantages, and congratulating himfelf that he 
was not one of thofe who expofe their heads to a 
mufquet bullet for three (hillings a day. 

He returned fullen and thoughtful 5 I fuppofed 
him forry for the hard fortune of his friends, and 
tried to comfort him by faying that the war would 
foon be at an end, and that if they had any honeft 
occupation, half-pay would be a pretty help. He 
looked at me with indignations and /hatching up 

his 
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his candle, told me, as he went up the flairs, that kt 
hoped to Jee a battle yet. 

Why he fhould hope to fee a battle, I could noc 
conceive, but let him go quietly to deep away his 
folly. Next day he made two miftakes in the firft 
bill, difobliged a cuftomer by furly anfwers, and 
dated all his entries in the journal in a wrong month. 
.At night he met his military companions again, carrx 
home late, and quarrelled with the maid. 

From this fatal interview he has gradually loft all 
his laudable paflions and defires. He (bon grew 
ufelefs in the fliop, where, indeed, I did not willingly 
trull him any longer for he often miftook the price 
of goods to his own lofs, and once gave a promif- 
fory note inftead of a receipt. 

I did not know to what degree he was corrupted, 
till an honefl taylor gave me notice that he had be- 
fpoke a laced fuit, which was to be left for him at a 
houfe kept by the fifter of one of my journeymen. 
I went to this clandeftine lodging, and find, to my 
amazement, all the ornaments of a fine gentleman, 
which he has taken upon credit, or purchafed with 
money fubdu&ed from the fhop. 

This detection has made him defperatc. He now 
openly declares his refolution to be a gentleman ; 
fays that his foul is too great for a counting-huufc . 
ridicules the conversation of city taverns - % talks oi 
new plays, and boxes, and ladies ; gives ducheffes 
for his toafts ; carries filvcr, for reauinefs, in hi* 
waiftcoat-pocket ; and comes home at night in a 
chair, with fuch thunders at the door, as have more 
than once brought the watchmen from their (lands. 

l-mlc 
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Little expences will not hurt us ; and I could for- 
give a few juvenile frolicks, if he would be careful 
of the main j but his favourite topick is contempt 
of money, which, he fays, is of no ufe but tp be 
fpent. Riches, without honour, he . holds empty 
things ; and once told me to my face, that wealthy 
plodders were only purveyors for men of (pint. 

He is always impatient in the company of his' old 
friends, and feldom fpeaks till he is warmed with 
wine > he then entertains us with accounts that we 
do not defire to hear, of intrigues among lords and 
ladies, and quarrels between officers of the guards ; 
Ihews a miniature on his fnuff-box, and wonders 
that any man can look upon the new dancer without 
rapture. 

All this is very provoking, and yet all this might 
be borne, if the boy could fupport his pretenfions. 
But whatever he may think, he is yet far from the 
accompliftiments which he has endeavoured to pur- 
chafe at fo dear a rate. I have watched him in 
publick places. He fneaks in like a man that 
knows he is where he Ihould not be j he is proud to 
catch the flighted faluution, and often claims it 
when it is not intended. Other men receive dig- 
nity from drefs, but my booby looks always more 
meanly for his finery. Dear Mr. Idler, tell him 
what muft at laft become of a fop, whom pride will 
not fuffer to be a trader, and whom long habits in a 
fliop forbid to be a gentleman. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

Tim, Wainscot. 
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NtTmb. 96. Saturday, February i6 f 1760* 
^JACIIQ, a king of Lapland, was in his youth 



the moft renowned of the northern warrior*. 
His martial atchievements remain engraved on a 
pillar of flint in the rocks of Hanga, and are to 
this day folemnly carrolled to the harp by the 
Laplanders, at the fires with which they celebrate 
their nightly feftivities. Such was his intrepid {pi- 
th, that he ventured to pafs the lake Vetber to the 
ifle of Wizards, where he defcended alone into the 
dreary vault in which a magician had been kept 
bound for fix ages, and read the Gotbick chara&ers 
inferibed on his brazen mace. His eye was fo 
piercing, that, as antient chronicles report, he could 
blunt the weapons of his enemies only by looking at 
them. At twelve years of age he carried an iron 
veflel of a prodigious weight, for the length of five 
furlongs, in the prefence of all the chiefs of his fa- 
ther's caftle. 

Nor was he lefs celebrated for his prudence and 
wifdom. Two of his proverbs arc yet remembered 
and repeated among Laplanders. To expref* the 
vigilance of the Supreme Being, he was wont to 
fay, Odins belt is always buckled. To (hew that 
the moft profperous condition of life is often 
hazardous, his leffon was, When *ok Jlide cn she 
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Jmootbeft ice y beware of pits beneath. He confoled 
his countrymen, when they were once preparing 
to leave the frozen defarts of Lapland, and re- 
folved to feek fome warmer climate, by telling 
them, that the eaftern nations, notwithftanding 
their boafted fertility, pafled every night amidlt 
the horrors of anxious apprehenfion, and were in- 
expreffibly affrighted, and almoft dunned, every 
morning, with the noife of the fun while he was 
rifing. 

His temperance and feverity of manners were 
his chief praife. In his early years he never tafted 
wine; nor would he drink out of a painted cup. 
He conftantly flept in his armour, with his fpear in 
his hand ; nor would he ufe a battle-ax whofe handle 
was inlaid with brafs. He did not, however, per- 
feverc in this contempt of luxury ; nor did he clofe 
his days with honour. 

One evening, after hunting the Gulos> or wild- 
dog, being bewildered in a folitary foreft, and hav- 
ing pafled the fatigues of the day without any in- 
terval of refrefhment, he difcovered a large ftore 
of honey in the hollow of a pine. This was a 
dainty which he had never tafted before, and being 
at once faint and hungry, he fed greedily upon it. 
From this unufual and delicious repaft he received 
fo much fatisfaftion, that, at his return home, he 
commanded honey to be ferved up at his table 
every day. His palate, by degrees, became re- 
fined and vitiated $ he began to lofe his native relifh 
for fimple fare, and contracted a habit of indulging 
himfelf m delicacies; he ordered the ddightfnl 
5 gardens 
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gardens of his cattle to be thrown open, in which 
the mod lufcious fruits had been fuffcred to ripen 
and decay, unobferved and untouched, for many 
revolving autumns, and gratified his appetite with 
luxurious deffcrts. At length he found it expedient 
to introduce wine, as an agreeable improvement, 
or a neceflary ingredient, to his new way of living; 
and having once tafted it, he was tempted by little 
and little, to give a loofc to the excefles of in- 
toxication. His general fimplicity of life wai 
changed ; he perfumed his apartments by burn- 
ing the wood of the moft aromatick fir, and com- 
manded his helmet to be ornamented with beau* 
tiful rows of the teeth of the rein-deer. Indolence 
and effeminacy ftole upon him by pleafing and 
imperceptible gradations, relaxed the finews of hi* 
relblution, and extinguifhed his thirft of military 
glory- 
While lla<ho was thus immerfed in pleafure anJ 
in repofe, it was reported to him, one morning, 
that the preceding night, a difaftrous omen had 
been difcovered, and that bats and hideous birds 
had drunk up the oil which nourifticd the perpetual 
lamp in the temple of Odin. About the fame time, 
a meflenger arrived to tell him, that the king ot 
Norway had invaded his kingdom with a formi- 
dable army. Hacbo^ terrified as he was with the 
omen of the night, and enervated with indul- 
gence, rouzed himfelf from his voluptuous le- 
thargy, and recollecting feme faint and few fparks 
of veteran valour, marched forward to meet him. 
Both armies joined battle in the foreft where Ha<b* 

bid 
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had been loft after hunting; and it (6 happened* 
that the king of Norway challenged him to fingle 
combat, near the place where he had tailed the 
honey. The Lapland chief, languid and long dST<» 
ufed to arms, was foon overpowered; he fell to 
the ground; and before his infuking adverfaxy 
ftruck his head from his body, uttered this excla- 
mation, which the Laplanders (till ufe as an early 
leflbn to their children : cc The vicious man Ihould 
" date his deftru&ion from the firft temptation* 
<c How juftly do I fall a facrifice to floth and luxury, 
cc in the place where I firft yielded to thofe allure* 
<c ments which feduced me to deviate from tempe* 
€€ ranee and innocence ! The honey which I tailed in 
5* this foreft, and not the hand of the king of Nor* 
" way, conquers Hacbp." 
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Numb. 97. Saturday, FTfomary 176& 

IT may, t think, be juftly obferved, that few boob 
difappoint their readers more than the narrations 
of travellers. One part of mankind is naturally cu- 
rious to learn the fentrments, manners, and condition 
of the reft and every mind that has leifure or power 
to extend its views, muft be defirtms of knowing b 
\vhat proportion Providence has diftriboted the bkff- 
ings of nature, or the advantages of art, among the 
fcveral nations of the earth. 

This general defirc eafily prdcurcs readers to 
every book from which it ean expeft gratification. 
The adventurer upon unknown coafts, and the de- 
fcriber of diftant regions, is always welcomed as a 
man who has laboured for the pleafure of others, 
and who is able to enlarge our knowledge and rec- 
tify our opinions ; but when the volume is opened, 
nothing is found but fuch general accounts as leave 
::u diitinct idea behind them, or fuch minute enu- 
merations as few can read with either profit or de- 
light. 

liver)* writer of travels (hould confider, that, like 
all other authors, he undertakes either to inftruft or 
plciU-, or to mingle pleafure with inftruftion. He 
that inllrufts mult offer to the mind femethiog to 
l>c imitated, or fomcthing to be avoided; he that 
I U.iiVs mull ofier new images to his reader, and en- 
able him to form a tacit companion of his own (late 
with that of others 
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The greater part of travellers tell nothing, be- 
caufe their method of travelling fupplies them with 
nothing to be told. He that enters a town at night 
and furveys it in the morning, and then haftens 
away to another place, and gutties at the manners 
of the inhabitants by the entertainment which his 
inn afforded him> may pleafe himfelf for a time with 
a hafty change of fcenes, and a confufed remem- 
brance of palaces and churches j he may gratify his 
eye with variety of landfcapes ; and regale his pa- 
late with a fucceflion of vintages ; but let him be 
contented to pleafe himfelf without endeavour to 
difturb others. Why Ihould he record excurfions 
by which nothing could be learned, or wi(h to make 
a fliow of knowledge which, without fome power of 
intuition unknown to other mortals, he never could 
attain ? 

Of thofe who crowd the world with their itine- 
raries, fome have no other purpofe than to defcribe 
the face of the country 1 thofe who fit idle at home, 
and are curious to know what is done or fuffered in 
diftant countries, may be informed by one of thefe 
wanderers, that on a certain day he fet out early 
with the caravan, and in the firft hour's march faw, 
cowardp the fouth, a hill covered with trees, then 
pafled over a ftream, which ran northward with a 
fwift courfe, but which is probably dry in the fum- 
mer months ; that an hour after he faw fomething 
to the right which looked at a diftance like a caftle 
with towers, but which he difcovered afterwards to 
be a craggy rbek ; that he then entered a valley, in 
which he law feveral trees tall and flourilhing, wa- 
tered, by a rivulet not marked in the maps, of which 

C c a 
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he was not able to learn the name ; that the mi 
afterward grew ftony, and the country uneven, whet 
he obferved among the hills many hdllows worn b? 
torrents, and was told that the road was paflablc 
only part of the year ; that going on they found the 
remains of a building, once perhaps a fbrtrefs to fe- 
cure the pafs, or to rcftrain the robbers, of which thft 
prefent inhabitants can give no other account thai 
that it is haunted by fairies ; that they went to dine 
at the foot of a rock, and travelled the reft of the 
day along the banks of a river, from which the road 
turned afide towards evening, and brought them 
within fight of a village, which was once a conlidcr- 
able town, but which afforded them neither good 
victuals nor commodious lodging. 

Thus he conduits his reader through wet and dry, 
over rough and fmooth, without incidents, without 
rcflc&ion; and, if he obtains his company for ano- 
ther day, will difmifs him again at nighr, equally 
fatigued with a like fucceffion of rocks and ftrcams, 
mountains and ruins. 

This is the common ftyle of thole fons of enter- 
prize, who vilit lavage countries, and range through 
lolitude and dcfolation j who pais a deferr, and tell 
that it is fandy ; who crofs a valley, and find that it 
h green. There are others of more delicate fenfi- 
bility, that vifit only the realms of elegance and 
foftnefs; that wander through Italian palaces, and 
amule the gentle reader with catalogues of pictures; 
that hear maflcs in magnificent churches, and re- 
count the number of the pillars or varicg.-tions of 
the pavement. And there are yu other*, who, in 
difdain of trifles, copy inferiptions elegant and 
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rude, ancient and modern and tranferibe into 
their book the walls of every edifice, facred or 
civil. He that reads thefe books muft confider 
his labour as its own reward ; for he will find no- 
thing on which attention can fix, or which memory 
can retain. 

He that would travel for the entertainment of 
• others, lhould remember that the great objeft of 
remark is human life. Every nation has fomething 
particular in its manufactures, its works of genius, 
its medicines, its agriculture, its cuftoms, and its 
policy. He only is a ufeful traveller, who brings 
home fomething by which his country may be bene- 
fited; who procures fome fupply of want or fome 
mitigation of evil, which inky enable his readers to 
compare their condition with that of others, to im- 
prove it whenever it is worfe, and whenever it ii 
better to enjoy it. 



Cc 3 



5§o 



t HE IDLER. 



Numb. 98. Saturday, March i, 1760, 
fotbg IDLE R, 

S I R, 

I AM the daughter of a gentleman, who dur-i 
ing his life- time enjoyed a fmall income which 
arofe from a penfion from the court, by which 
he was enabled to live in a genteel and comfortable 

manner. 

By the fituation in lift in which he was placed, he 

was frequently introduced into the company of rho/e 
of much greater fortunes than his own, among 
whom he was always received with complai&nce, 
and treated with civiliry. 

At fix years of age I was fent to a boarding 
fchool in the country, at which I continued tiil 
my father's death. This melancholy event hap- 
pened a: a time when I was by no means of fuf- 
ticienc age to manage for myfclf, while the pallions 
of youth continued unfubdued, and before ex* 
periencc could guide my leniiments or my aftions. 

I was then taken from fchool by an uncle, to the 
care of whom my father had committed me on h:s 
dying bed. With him I lived feveral years, and as 
he was unmarried, the management of his family 
was committed to me. In this char after I always 
endeavoured to acquit myfclf, if not with applaufe, 
at lead without cenfure. 
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At the age of twenty-one ? young geatlerpan 
Of fome fortune p*id his addneffes to me, an4 of- 
fered me terms of marriage. This propofai { 
fliould readily have accepted, became from vicinity 
of refidence^ and from many opportunities of ok- 
ferving his behaviour, I had in fame foft contra&ed 
an affe&ion for him. My uncle, for what rcafon I 
do not know, refufed his confent to this alliance* 
though k would have been complied with by th* 
father of the foyng gentleman ; and as the futurt 
condition of my life was wholly dependent on 
him, I was not willing to difoblige him, and there? 
fore, though unwillingly, declined the offer. 

My uncle, who poffefied a plentiful fortune, 
frequently hinted to me in converfation, that at 
his death I fhould be provided for in fuch a man- 
ner that I fhould be able to make my future life 
comfortable and happy. As this promife was often 
repeated, I was the lefs anxious about any 
provifion for myfelf. In a (hort time my uncle 
was taken ill, and though all poffible means werp 
made ufe of for his recovery, in a few days hp 



The forrow arifing from the lofs of a relation, 
by whom I had been always treated with the 
greateft kindnefs, however grievous, was not the 
worft of my (misfortunes. As he enjoyed an al- 
moft uninterrupted ftate of health, he was the lef$ 
mindful of his diflblution, and died inteftate* by 
>vhich means his whole fortune devolved to a nearer 
t}^ tion, the heir at law. 



died. 



Thus 
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Thus excluded from all hopes of living in the 
manner with which I have fo long flattered myfclf, 
I am doubtful what method I (hall take to procure 
a decent maintenance. I have been educated in 4 
manner that has fet me above a date of fervitude, 
and my fituation renders me unfit for the company 
of thofe with whom I have hitherto converted* 
But, though difappointed in my expe&ations, I do 
not defpair. I will hope that atfiftance may ftill 
be obtained for innocent diftrefs, and that friend** 
lhip, though rare, is yet not impoflible to bo 
found. 

I am, SIR* 

Your humble fcrvanc, 
Sophia Hiedfulu 
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Numb. 99. Saturday, March 8, 1760. 

AS Ortogrtil of Bafra was one day wandering 
along the ftree.ts of Bagdat % mufing on the 
varieties of merchandife which the fhops offeree! 
to his view, and obferving the different occupations 
which bufied the multitudes on every fide, he was 
awakened from the tranquillity of meditation by a 
crowd that obftrufted his paflage. He raifed his 
eyes, and faw the chief vifier, who, having returned 
from the divan, was entering his palace* 

Ortogrtil mingled with the attendants, and being 
fuppofed to have fome petition for the vifier, was 
permitted to enter. He furveyed the fpacioufnefs 
of the apartments, admired the walls hung with 
golden tapeftry, and the floors covered with filken 
carpets, • and defpifed the fimple neatnefs of his owft 
little habitation. 

Surely, faid he to himfelf, this palace is the 
feat of happinefs, where plcafure fucceeds to plea- 
fure, and difcontent and forrow can have no ad- 
miffion. Whatever nature has provided for the 
delight of fenfe, is here fpread forth to be enjoyed. 
What can mortals hope or imagine, which the 
mafter of this palace has not obtained ? The difhes 
of luxury cover his table, the voice of harmony 
lulls him in his bowers ; he breathes the fragrance 
of the groves of Java> and fleeps upon the down 
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of tl*e cygnets of Ganges. He fpeaks and his 
mandate is obeyed, he wilhes and his wifh is 
gratified ; all whom he fees obey him, and all whom 
he hears flatter him. How different, Ort*frnl % 
is tby condition, who art doomed to the perpetual 
torments of unfatisfied defire, and who haft no 
amufement in thy power that can withhold thee from 
thy own refle&ions ! They tell thee that thoa art 
wife; but what does wifdom avail with poverty? 
None will flatter the poor, and the wife have very 
little power of flattering themfelves. That man is 
furely the moft wretched of the fons of wretched- 
nefs, who lives with his own faults and follies al- 
ways before him, and who has none to reconcile 
him to himfelf by praife and veneration. I have 
long fought content, and have not found its i will 
from this moment endeavour to be rich. 

Full of bis new refolution, he ihut hknfelf ui his 
chamber for fix months, to deliberate how he Jhould 
grow rich ; he forat times purpofed to offer himfelf 
m a counfellor to one of the kings of Imdis* aod 
fometimes refolved to dig for diamonds in the 
mines of GoUonda. One day, after fbme hours 
pafied in violent flu&uation of opinion, deep in* 
fenfibly feized him in his chair; he dreamed that 
be was ranging a defart country in fearch of fbme 
one that might teach him to grow rich ; and as he 
flood on the top of a hill (haded with cyprefs, in 
doubt whither to direft his fteps, his father ap- 
peared on a fudden (landing before him. Ortogrul % 
(aid the old man, I know thy perplexity; liften tQ 
thy father ; turn thine eye on the oppofite moun- 
tain. Ortcgrul looked, and faw a torrent tumbling 
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down the rocks, roaring with the noife qF thunder, 
and Scattering its foam oir the impending woods. 
Now, faid his father, behold the valley that lies 
between the hills. Ortogrul looked, and efpied a 
little well, out of which iffued a fmall rivulet. 
Tell me now, faid his father, doft thou wifli for 
fudden affluence, that may pour upon thee like th$ 
^mountain torrent, or for a flow and gradual en- 
creafe, refembling the rill gliding from the well ? 
Let me be quickly rich, faid Ortogrul 5 let the 
golden ftream be quick and violent. Look round 
thee", faid his father, once again. Ortogrul looked, 
^nd perceived the channel pf the torrent dry and 
dufty ; but following the rivulet from the well, he 
traced it to a wide lake, which the fupply, flow 
and conftant, kept always full. He waked, and 
determined to grow rich by filent profit, and perfe-» 
vcring induftry. 

Having (old his patrimony, he engaged ill mer-» 
phandife, and in twenty years purchafcd lands on 
which he raifed a houfe, equal in fumptuoufnefe t» 
that of the vilier, to which he invited all the mi- 
pifters of pleafure, expefting to enjoy all the felicity 
which he had imagined riches able to afford. Lei-* 
fure foon made him weary of himfelf, and he longed 
to be perfuaded that he was great and happy. He 
was courteous and liberal; he gave all that ap- 
proached him hopes of pleafing him, *nd all who 
lhould pkafe him hopes of being rewarded. Every 
art of praife was tried, and every fource of adulatory 
fi&ioa was exhaufted. Ortogrul heard his Batterers 
without delight, betaufe he found himfelf unable 
to believe tljem. His own heart told him its frail- 
5 N V?** 
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tics, his own underftanding reproached him with 
his faults. How long, faid he, with a deep figh, 
have I been labouring in vain to amafs wealth 
which at laft is ufclcfs. Let no man hereafter wifh 
to be rich, who is already too wife to be flattered. 



Numb. xoo. Saturday, March 15, 176a. 
To the IDLE R. 

S I R, 

TH E uncertainty and defe&s of language have 
produced very frequent complaints among 
the learned ; yet there ftill remain many words 
among us undefined, which are very neceffary to be 
rightly underftood, and which produce very mif- 
chievous miftakes when they are erroneoufly inter- 
preted. 

I lived in a (late of celibacy beyond the ufual 
time. In the hurry firft of plcafure, and afterwards 
of bufinefs, 1 felt no want of a domeftick com- 
panion; but becoming weary of labour, I foon 
grew more weary of idienels, and thought it reafon- 
able to follow the cuftom of life, and to feek fome 
folace of my cares in female tendernefs, and fome 
amufemcnt of my leil'ure in female cheerfulnefs. 

The choice which has been long delayed is com- 
monly made at laft with great caution. My re- 
folution was, to keep my paflions neutral, and w 

many 
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marry only in compliance with my reafon. I drew 
upon a page of my pocket-book a fcheme of "all 
female virtues and vices, with the vices which 
border upon every virtue, and the virtues whj$i are 
allied to every vice. I confidered that wit was far- 
caftick, and magnanimity imperious $ that avarice 
-was (Economical, and ignorance obfequious; and 
having eftimated the good and evil of every quality, 
employed my own diligence and that of my friends 
to find the lady in whom nature and reafon had 
reached that happy mediocrity which is equally re- 
mote from exuberance and deficiency 

Every woman had her admirers and her cenfurers, 
and the expe&ations which one raifed were by ano- 
ther quickly depreffed: yet there was one in whofe 
favour almoft all fuffrages concurred. Mifs ^Gentle 
was univerfally allowed to be a good fort of woman. 
'Her fortune was not large, but fo prudently 
managed, that (he wore finer clothes and faw more 
company than many who were known to be twice as 
rich. Mifs Gentle's vifits were every where wel- 
come, and whatever family fhe favoured with her 
company, fhe always left behind her fuch a degree 
of kindnefs as recommended her to others ; every 
day extended her acquaintance, and all who knew 
her declared that they never met with a better fort 
of woman. 

To Mifs Gentle I madi my addrtfles, and was re- 
ceived with great equality of temper. She did not 
in the days of courtfliip affume the privilege of im- 
pofmg rigorous commands, or refenting flight 
Qffences. If I forgot any of her injunctions, I was 

gently 
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gently reminded ; if I miffed the minute of appoint* 
tnent, I was eafily forgiven* I forefaw nothing in 
marriage but a halcyon calm, tod longed far die 
happipefs which was to be found in the inseparable 
fociety of a good fort of woman. 

The jointure was foon fettled by the intervention 
of friends, and the day came in which Mils Gemtli 
was made mine for ever. The firff month was 
paifed eafily enough in receiving and repaying the 
civilities of our friends. The bride pra&fed with 
great exa&nefs all the niceties of ceremony, and 
diftributed her notice in the moft pun&ilious pro* 
portions to the friends who furrounded us with their 
happy auguries. 

But the time foon came when we were left to our- 
felves^ and were to receive our pleafures from each 
other, and I then began to perceive that I was not 
formed to be much delighted by a good fort of 
woman. Her great principle is, that the orders of 
a family muft not be broken. Every hour of the 
day has its employment inviolably appropriated, 
nor will any importunity perfuade her to walk 
in the garden at the time which (he has de- 
voted to her needlework, or to fit up flairs in 
that part of the forenoon which (he has accuftoroed 
herfclf to fpend in the back parlour. She allows 
hcrfclf to fit half an hour after breakfaft, and 
an hour after dinner \ while I am talking or 
rca ling to her, (he keeps her eye upon her 
watch, and when the minute of departure comes, 
will leave an argument uofinifhed, or the in- 
trigue of a play unravelled. She once called me 

to 



1**164. THfe IDLER. 399 

tb fvpptr when I was watching an eclipfe, and fum- 
moned me at another time to bed when I was going 
to givt direftions at a fire. 

Her conter&tion is fe habitually cautious, that 
{he never talks to me but in general terms, as to one 
whom it is dangerous to truft* For difciiminations 
*>f character ftie has no names : all whom Ac men- 
tions are heneft men and agreeable women. She 
fmiles not by fenfation, but by pradice. Her 
lighter is never excited bet by a joke, and her 
notion of a joke is not very delicate. The repeti- 
tion of a good joke does not weaken its effeft ; '€ 
fhe has latighed once, lhe will laugh again. 

She is an enemy to nothing but ill-nature and 
pride, but fhe has frequent reafon to lament that 
they are ft> frequent in the World . AH who are not 
equally pleated Wkh the good and bad, with the 
elegant and grofe, Wifii the Witty and the dull, aH 
Who <iiftmguifh fefcceltetiee from <tcfcd, fhe confiders 
as ill-natured ; and lhe condemns as proud all who 
reprefs impertinence or quell preemption, or expe& 
refpeft from any other eminence than that of for- 
tune, t6 Which fhe is always willing to pay homage. 

There are none whom lhe openly hates s for if once 
lhe fuffers, or believes herfelf to fuffer, any con- 
tempt 6r infult, lhe never difmifles it from her 
mind, but takes all opportunities to tell how eafily 
fhe can forgive. There are none whom fhe loves 
much better than others $ for when any of her ac- 
quaintance decline in the opinion of the world, fhe 
always finds it inconvenient to vifit them ; her affec- 
tion continues unaltered, but it is impoffible co be 
intimate with the whole town. 
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She daily cxercifes her benevolence by pitying 
every misfortune that happens to every family within 
her circle of notice ; (he is in hourly terrors left one 
ihould catch cold in the rain, and another be fright* 
ed by the high wind. Her charity fixe (hews by 
lamenting that fo many poor wretches ihould Ian* 
guifli in the ftreets, and by wondering what tbt 
great can think on that they do fo little good with 
fuch large eft ate s. 

Her houfe is elegant and her table dainty, though 
Ihc has little tafte of elegance, and is wholly free 
from vicious luxury ; but flie comforts herfelf that 
nobody can fay that her houfe is dirty, or that her 
dilhes are not well dreft. 

This, Mr. Idler, I have found by long experience 
to be the character of a good fort of woman, which 
I have fent you for the information of thofe by whom 
a good fort of woman, and a good woman , may happen 
to be ufed as equivalent terms, and who may fuffcr 
by the miftake, like 

Your humble fervant, 



Tim Warner. 
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^ 'jftMJR, the foil of had pafled feventy* 

*l : W five years in honour and prolpcrity. The 
f jfthrouf of three fiicceffive califs had filled his houfc 
" /With gold and filvef, afid whenever he appeared, 
- the benedi&ions of the people proclaimed his paf. 
Vfage v 

; * ; Telrtreftrial happinefs is of (hort fcohtinuahce. The 
"\btfghtnefs of the flame is wafting its fuel; the fra* 
grant flower is pafling away in its own odours. The 
vigfi^of Omar begaft to fail, the curls of beauty 
: ;. f0^fimci his head, ftrfcngth departed from his hands, 
. .^ric^^lity from his feet. He gave back to the 
• • talif the keys of truft and the feals of fecrecy, and 
f ^V$ht4ao other plcafure for the remains of life than 
fprtr coAvcrfc of the wife, and the gratitude of the 



".\. r The powers of his mind were yet unimpaired. 
'His fchamber was filled by vifttants, eager to catch 
£he di&ates of experience* and officious to pay the 
. tribute of admiration. Caled, the fon of the viceroy 
t tyjPU entered every day early, and retired late. 

was beautiful and eloquent; Otoar admired his 
'wit, and loved his docility. Tell me, faid Caled, 
vjthou to whofe voice nations have liftened, and whofc 
Wifdom is known to the extremities of Afi a > 
: inc how I may refemble Omar the prudent. The 
arts by which you have gained power and pre* 
Vol, VIIL Dd fcrved 
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ferved it, are to you no longer neceffiuy or ufefidi 
impart to me the fecret of your condud, and ^Hi 
me the plan upon which your wifdom has built joor 
fortune. 

Young man, faid Omar, it is of little ufe to form 
plans of life. When I took my firft furvey of tfae 
world, in my twentieth year, having eonfidered 4r 
various conditions of mankind, in the hour of foli- 
tude I faid thus to myfelf, leaning againft a cedar 
which fpread its branches over my head : Seventy 
years arc allowed to man ; I have yet fifty remain- 
ing: ten years I will allot to the attainment of 
knowledge, and ten I will pafs in foreign countries; 
I ihall be learned, and therefore (hall be honoured ; 
every city will fhout at my arrival, and every ftu- 
dent will folicit my friendlhip. Twenty years thus 
paffed will ftore my mind with images, which I 
lhall be bufy through the reft of my life in combin- 
ing and comparing. I (hall revel in inexhauftible 
accumulations of intelle&ual riches; I (hall find 
new pleafures for every moment, and fhall never 
more be weary of myfelf. I will, however, not 
deviate too far from the beaten track of life, but 
will try what can be found in female delicacy. I 
*ill marry a wife beautiful as the Houries, and wife 
is Zcteidt ; with her I will live twenty years within 
the fuburbs of B&gdat, in every plcafure that wealth 
can purchafe, and fancy can invent. I will then 
retire to a rural dwelling, pafs my laft days in ob- 
fcurity and contemplation, and lie filently down on 
the bed of death. Through my life it lhall be my 
fettled rcfoli:::<,n, that I never depend upon 
fhc fmile of rrincts i thai I x\ ill never Rand expo fed 
6 to 
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to the artifices of courts ; I wilt never pant for pub- 
lick honours, nor difturb my quiet with affairs of 
fbute. Such was my fcheme of life, which I im- 
preyed indelibly upon my memory. 

The firft part of my enfuing time was to be fpent 
in fearch of knowledge, and I know" not how I wai 
^verted from my defign. I had no vifible impedi- 
meats without, nor any ungovernable paflion* 
within. I regarded knowledge as the higheft ho- 
nour and the moft engaging pleafure ; yet day ftole 
upon day, and month glided after month, till I 
found that fcven years of the firft ten had vanilhed, 
and left nothing behind them. I now poftponed my 
purpofe of travellings for whyfhould I go abroad 
while fo much remained to be learned at home ? I 
immured myfelf for four years, and ftudkd the laws 
of the empire. The fame of my flcill reached the 
judges; I was found able to fpeak upq/i doubtful 
queftions, and was commanded to ftand at the foot* 
ftool of the calif. I was heard with attention, I was 
confulted with confidence, and the love of praife 
fattened on my heart. 

I (till wiflied to fee diftant countries, liftened with 
rapture to the relations of travellers, and refolved 
fome time to aik my difmiflion, that I might feaft 
my foul with novelty ; but my prefence was always 
neceffary, and the ftream of bufinefs hurried me 
along. Sometimes I was afraid left I fhould be 
charged with ingratitude; but I ftill propofed to 
travel, and therefore would not confine myfelf by 
marriage* 

In my fiftieth year I began to fufpett that the 
f ime of travelling was paft, and thought it beft to 
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lay hold on the felicity yet in nay power, and i*» 
dulge mylelf in domeftick pleafures. But at fifty 
no man cafily finds a woman beautiful as the Hm* 
ries, and wFfe as Zobeide. I enquired and rejedcd, 
confulted and deliberated, till the fixty-fecond year 
made me afhamed of gazing upon girls. I had now 
nothing left but retirement, and for retirement \ 
never found a time, till difeafe forced me from pub- 
lick employment. 

Such was my fcheme, and fuch has been its con* 
fequence. With an infatiable thirlt for knowledge, 
I trifled away the years of improvement; with a 
reftlefs defire of feeing different countries, 1 have 
always refided in the fame city ; with the higheft 
expectation of connubial felicity, I have lived un- 
married ; and whh unalterable refolutions of con- 
templative retirement, I am going to die within the 
walls of Bagdat. 
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IT very feldom happens to man that his toufinefs is 
his pleafure. What is done from neccflity, is fo 
often to be done when againft the prefent inclination, 
and fo often (ills the mind with anxiety, that an ha- 
bitual diflike deals upon us, and we Ihrink involun- 
tarily from the remembrance of our talk. This is 
the reafon why almoft every one wiftics to quit hi$ 
employment; he does not like another ftate, but is 
difgiifted with his own. 

From this unwillingnefs to perform more than is 
required of that which is commonly performed with 
, reiudtance, it proceeds that few authors write their 
own lives. Statefmen, courtiers, ladies, generals, 
and feamen, have given to the world their own (lo- 
ries, and the events with which their different na- 
tions have made them acquainted. They retired to 
the clofet as to a place of quiet and amufement, 
and pleafed themfelvcs with writing, becaufe they 
could lay down the pen whenever they were weary. 
But the author, however confpicuous, orTiowever 
important, either in the publick eye or in his own, 
leaves his life to be related by his fucceffors, for 
he cannot gratify his vanity but by facrificing his 
eafe. 

It is commonly, fuppofed that the uniformity of 
a ftudious life affords no matter for narration : 
r but the truth is, that of the moll ftudious life a 
great part pafles without ftudy. An author par- 
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takes of the common condition of humanity ; be is 
born and married like another man ; he has hopes 
and fears, expectations and difappointments, griefs 
and joys, and friends and enemies, like a courtier or 
a ftatefman; nor can I conceive why his affairs 
fliould not excite curioficy as much as the whiiper 
of a drawing-room, or the fa&ions of a camp. 

Nothing detains the reader's attention more pow- 
erfully than deep involutions of diftrefs, or hidden 
viciffitudes of fortune; and thefc might be abun- 
dantly afforded by memoirs of the fons of litera- 
ture. They are intangled by contrails which they 
know not how to fulfil^ and obliged to write on 
fubje&s which they do not under ft and. Every 
publication is a new period of time from which 
fome encreafe or declenfion of fame is to be reckoned. 
The gradations of a hero's life are from battle to 
battle, and of an author's from book to book. 

Succefs and mifcarriagc have the fame effects in 
all conditions. The profperous are feared, hated, 
and Hattered; and the unfortunate avoided, pitied, 
and defpifed. No fooner is a book publifhed than 
the writer may judge of the opinion of the world. 
If his acquaintance prefs round him in publick 
places, or falute him from the other fide of the 
ftreet, if invitations to dinner come thick upon 
him, and thofe with whom he dines keep him to 
fupper ; if the ladies turn to him when his coat is 
I lain, and the footmen ferve him with attention and 
alacrity; he may be fure that his work has been 
[ railed by fome leader of literary falhions. 

Of declining reputation the fymptoms are mft 
Jrl'i ciiiiv obfcivcd. If the authut enters a coffee- 
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houfe, he has a box to himfclf if he calls at a 
bookfeller's, the boy turns his back; and what is 
the moft fatal of all prognofticks, authors will vifit 
him in a morning, and talk to him hour after hour 
of the malevolence of criticks, the negledfc of me* 
rit, the bad tafte of the age, and the candour of 
pofterity. 

All this, modified and varied by accident and 
cuftom, would form very amufing fcenes of bio- 
graphy, and might recreate many a mind which is 
very little delighted with confpiracies or battles, 
intrigues of a court, or debates of a parliament : 
to this 'might be added all the changes of the 
countenance of a patron, traced from the firft 
glow which flattery raifes in his cheek, through 
ardour of fondnefs, vehemence of promUe, magni- 
ficence of praife, excufe of delay, and lamentation of 
inability, to the laft chill look of final difmUfion, 
when the one grows weary of follicicing, and the 
pther of hearing follicitation. 

Thus copious are the materials which have been 
hitherto fuffered to lie negle&ed, while the repofi- 
tories of every family chat hat .produced a foldier or 
a minifter are ranfacked, and libraries are crowded 
with ufelefs folios of date papers which will never 
be read, and which contribute nothing to valuable 
knowledge. 

I hope the learned will be taught to know their 
own ftrength and their value, and inftead of de- 
voting their lives to the honour of thofe who fel- 
dom thank them for their labours, refolve at laft to 
do juftice to tbemfelvcs. 
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Numb. 103. Saturday, 4pr*I 5, 1763. 

Jte/fiart ad lc*l* jujpt ffatia ultima vit*. Jv t. 

MU C H of the pain and plcafurc of mankind 
arifes from the conje&ures which every one 
makes of the thoughts of others; ire all enjjo? 
praife which we do not hear, and refent contempt 
which we do not fee. The Idler may therefore be 
forgiven, if he fuffers his imagination to reprefent to 
him what his readers will fay or think when they 
are informed that they have now his lad paper in 
their hands. 

Value is more frequently raifed by fcarcity than 
by uk\ That which lay ncgle&ed when it was 
common, rifes in eftimation as its quantity becomes 
lefs. We feldom learn the true want of what we 
have till it is discovered that we can have no 
more. 

This eflay will, perhaps, be read with care even 
by thofe who have not yet attended to any other; 
and he that finds this lace attention recompenfed, 
will not forbear to wi(h that he had beftowed it 
fooner. 

Though the Idler and his readers have contra&ed 
no clofc friendlhip, they are perhaps both unwilling 
to part. There are few things not purely evil, of 
which we can fay, without fotae emotion of uneafi- 
nefs, this is the left. Thofe who never could agree 
together, (hed tears when mutual difcontent has de* 
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termined them to final reparation ; of a place which , 
has been frequently vifited, though without plea- 
fure, the laft look is taken with heavinefs of heart ; 
and the Idler, with all his chillnefs of tranquillity, 
is not wholly unaffedted by the thought that his laft 
effay is now before him. 

This fecret horrour of the laft is infeparable 
from a thinking being, whofe life is limited, and to 
whom death is dreadful. We always make a fecret 
comparifon between a part and the whole ; the ter-. 
mination of any period of life reminds us that life 
itfelf has likewife its termination ; when we have 
done any thing for the laft time, we involuntarily 
refleft that a part of the days allotted us is paft, and 
that as more is paft there is lefs remaining. 

It is very happily and kindly provided, that in 
every life there are certain paufes and interruptions, 
which force confideration upon the carelefs, and 
ferioufnefs upon the light; points of time where 
one courfe of adtion ends and another begins : and 
by viciflitude of fortune, or alteration of employ-, 
ment, by change of place, or lofs of friendfhip, wc 
are forced to fay of fomething, this is the laft. 

An even and unvaried tenq|g| of life always hides, 
from our apprehenfion the approach of its end* 
Succeffion is not perceived but by variation ; he 
that lives to-day as he lived yefterday, and expedts. 
that as the prefent day is fuch will be the morrow, 
eafily conceives time as running in a circle and re- 
turning to itfelf. The uncertainty of our duration 
is impreffed commonly by diffimilitude of condi- 
tion ; it is only by finding life changeable that wc 
are reminded of its (hortnefs. 

This 
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This convi&ion, however forcible tt ev er y new 
imprtffion, is every moment fading from the mind; 
and partly by the inevitable incurfion of new 
images, and partly by voluntary exclufion of un- 
welcome thoughts, we are again expofed to the 
univerfal fallacy; and we muft do another thing 
for the laft time, before we conlider that the time is 
nigh when we fhall do no more. 

As the laft Idler is publilhed in that folemn week 
which the Chriftian world has always fet apart for 
the examination of the confcicnce, the review of 
life, the extinction of earthly defires, and the reno- 
vation of holy purpofes, I hope that my readers arc 
already difpofed to view every incident with fe- 
rioufnefs, and improve it by meditation ; and that 
when they fee thi» feries of trifles brought to a con- 
clufion, they will confider that, by outliving the 
Jdler, they have paflcd weeks, months, and years, 
which are now no longer in their power; that an 
end muft in time be put to every thing great as to 
every thing little; that to life muft come its Lft 
hour, and to this fyftem of being its laft day, the 
hour at which probation ccafes, and repentance will 
be vain ; the day in which every work of the hand, 
and imagination of the heart, fhall be brought to 
judgment, and aq everlafting futurity fhall be de- 
termined by the paft. 
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